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SERMON L 

Of the Goodnefs of God, 



Psalm cxlv, 9. 

The Lord is good to ally and his tender mercies arc 
over <dl his works. 

\ HE goodnefs of God is a frequented theme ; to s e R m. 
many perhaps it may feem vulgar and trite; fo i- 

that difcourfe thereon, like a ftory often told, may 

be naufeous to their ears : but in truth neither can 
we fpeak too much upon this moft excellent fubjedt, 
nor ought we ever to be weary in hearing about it ; 
for it is a fign that the palate of our mind is dit 
tempered^ if we do not with delight and affedlioh 
relifti any mehtion of divine goodnefs. Yea, the 
obfervation of men's common pradlice woiild induce 
us to think, that either this point is not fo well 
known, or but little believed, ot at leaft not well 
confidered and applied. For how could we be fo 
void of love to God, 6f gratitude toward him, of 
feith and hope in him, were we throughly perfuaded, 
did we feribufly confider, that he is fo exceedingly 
good toward us ? How can we be fo infenlible of the 
benefits we enjoy, fo diftruftful of finding fuccours 
VOL. u B and 
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2 Of the Goodnefs of God. 

s E K M. and fupplies in our need, fo diflatisfied and dtfcon- 
I. tented with what befalls us, if we conceive and 

weigh, that all things do proceed from, are guided 

and governed by immenfe goodnefs? How alfo, if 
men have fuch an opinion of God imprefled on their 
minds, comes it to pafs that they are fo little careful 
to refemble and imitate him in kindnefs, bounty, 
and mercy to one another ? How is it, in fine, that 
the moft powerful argument to all manner of good 
pradice, and the migntieft aggravation of fin, if well 
known and pondered, hath fo little force and efficacy 
upon us ? From experience therefore this argument 
may feem fcarce fuffieiently inculcated. We may- 
add, that difcourfe upon this attribute^ (which above 
all other attributes doth render God peculiarly ad- 
mirable and amiable) hath this fpecial advantage be- 
yond other difcourfes, that it doth, if our hearts con- 
fpire therewith, approach moft nearly to the formal 
exercife of the moft high and heavenly parts of de- 
votion, praife and thankfgiving ; that it more im- 
mediately conduces to the breeding, the nourifliing, 
the augmenting in us the beft and nobleft of pious 
afFeftions, love and reverence to God ; truft aftd 
hope in him ; willing refolutions to pleafe and ferve 
him ; whence it is confequent, that we cannot toa 
much employ our thoughts, our words, or our at- 
tention upon this point. Befides fo much reafon, wc 
have alfo good example to countenance us in fo do- 
ing : we have the precedent of the holy Pfalmift re- 
folving to make it his conftant and continual em- 
Pfld. ployment : I willjing (faith he) of the mercies of the 
ixxxix. I. IjQr^.^ fix;lth my mouth will I make known thy faithfuU 
Pfai. cxiv. ^^fi to allgeneratio7is. And, Every day will Iblefs thee, 
»• and I will praife thy name for ever; (that bleffing and 

praifing God, the context ihews to have confifted 
efpecially in the declaration of God's great goodnefs:) 

feinaq tvt^irnt ihtnaiof. Naz. Orat. 26. 

and^ 
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Of the Goodnefs of God. 3 

* 

aod, It is a good thing (faith he again) to give thanks s e K M, 
unto the Lor d^ and to Jing praifes unto thy name^ thou i. 

mofi High ; to Jhew forth thy loving kindnefs in the morn- . 

ing^ and thy faithfulnefs every night. Such were his in - P^**- xcii. 
tendons, and fuch his judgment about this pradlice ; '' ** 
and we find him in efFedl true and anfwerable to 
them ; every fong of his, every, meditation, every ex- 
ercife of devotion chiefly harping upon this ftring ; 
and he earnefHy wiflies that others would confent 
and confort with him therein ; he earneftly exhorts 
and excites them thereto: that men would praife M^pfai.cvii.8. 
Lord for his goodnefs, and for his wonderful works to the 
children of men ! Praife the Lord, give thanks unto pfai. cvi. i. 
the Lord% for he is good ^ for his mercy endurethfor ever. 
That one example might fufficiently authorize this 
pradice ; but we have innumerable others, and thofe 
the higheft that can be, to encourage and engage us 
thereto ; even the whole choir of heaven, whofe per- 
petual bufinefs and happy entertainment it is to con- 
template with their minds, to celebrate with their 
voices, the immenfe goodnefs of God ; They have (as Apoc. iv. s. 
it is in the Revelation) no reft day or nighty from per- 
forming this office. Such is the fubjedl of our dif- 
courfe ; the which our text moft plainly and fully 
exprefles; aflerting not only the goodnefs of God, 
but the univerfal and boundlefs extent thereof; The 
Lord is good to a 11^ and his tender mercies (or his bowels 
of affection and pity) are over all his works. And that 
God indeed is fuch, we Ihall firfl: endeavour to de- 
clare, then fliall briefly apply the confideration there^ 
of to pradtice. 

That God the Lord, and Maker of all things, is of 
himfelf, in regard to all his creatures, efpecially to us 
men, fuperlatively good, that is, difpofed never with- 
out juft or neceflary caufe to harm us, and inclinable 
to do us all poflible and befitting good, the univer- 
fal frame of nature, and the conftant courfe of Pro- 
vidence do afford us fufficient reafon to conceive, and 
mofl: frequent, mofl exprcfs teftimonies ci holy Scrip- 

B 2 ture 
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.4 Of the Goodne/s of God. 

\ E R M.ture do more fully demonftrate. There is no argu- 
I. ment from natural efFedts difcemible by us, which 
■ ■ proveth God's exiftence, (and innumerable fuch 
there are, every fort of things well ftudied may af- 
ford fome,) the which doth not together perfuade 
God to be very kind and benign ; careful to impart 
to us all befitting good, fuitable to our natural ca- 
pacity and condition ; and unwiUing that any confi- 
derable harm, any extreme want or pain fhould be- 
fall us. (I interpofe fuch limitations, for that an ab- 
folute, or univerfal and perpetual exemption from 
all kinds^ or all degrees of inconvenience, an, accu- 
mulation of all forts of appearing good upon us, doth 
not become, or fuit our natural ftate of being, or our 
rank in perfection among creatures ; neither, all 
things being duly ftatcd and computed, will it turn 
to bell account for us.) The beft (no lefs convinc- 
ing than obvious) arguments, aflferting the exiftence 
of a Deity, are deduced from the manifold and ma- 
nifeft footjfteps of admirable wifdom, Ikill, and defign 
apparent in the general order, and in the particular 
frame of creatures ; the beautiful harmony of the 
whole, and the artificial contrivance of each part of 
the world ; the which it is hardly poflible that any 
unptejudiced and undiftempered mind fhould con- 
ceive to proceed from blind chance, or as blind nc- 
ceflity. But with this wifdom are always compli- 
cated no lefs evident marks of goodnefs. We can- 

• not in all that vaft bulk of the creation, and num- 
berlefs variety of things, difcover any piece of mere 
pomp, or dry curiofity ; every thing feems to have 
Ibme beneficial tendency; according to which it con- 
fers' fomewhat to the needy convenience^ or comfort 
of thofe principal creatures, which are endued with 
fenfc and capacity to enjoy therti. Moft of thenfi 
have a palpable relation to the benefit (to the fub- 
fiftenec or delight) of living creamres ; and cfpeciaJly 

. in, an ultimate relation to the benefit of man; and 
-the reft, although their immediate ufe be not to our 

dim 
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Of the Goodnefs of God. 

(firn fight fo difcemible, may therefore be reafbnably s B rm. 
prefumei in their natural defignation to regard the i- 
6me end. Wherefore as upon confideration of that ■■■- 

ample provifion, which is made in nature for the ne- 
ceflfary fuftenance, defence, and relief, for the conve- 
nience, delight, and fatisfa<5lion of every creature, 
any man, who is not carelefs or ftupid, may be in- 
duced to cry out with the Pfalmift : Lord, how Pfai. civ. 
manifold are thy works! in wifdom haft thou made them ^^cx" 64. 
all: fo may he with no lefs reafon and ground af-ivn.io. 
ter him pronounce and acknowledge ; The earth /V^^J'/^j'^ 
full of the goodnefs of the Lord: The earthy Lord, is 10. &c. 
full of thy mercy. Thy riiercy is great unto the heavens : ^ j^ 
7%y mercy is great above the heavens. It is indeed be- 
caufe divine goodnefs is freely difFufive and commu- 
nicative of itfelf ; becaufe eflential love is aftive, and 
fruitful in beneficence ; becaufe higheft excellency is 
void of all envy, felfiflinefs, and tenacity, that the 
world was produced fuch as it was ; thofe perfections 
being intrinfecal to God*s nature, difpofed him to be- 
ftow fo much of being, of beauty, of pleafure upon 
his creatures. He openeth his hand, they are filed with^^^ civ. 
good: it is from Grod's open hand, his unconfined* ' 
bounty and liberality, that all creatures do receive 
all that good which fills them, which fatisfies their 
needs, and fatiates their defires. Every pleafant ob- 
ject: we view, every fweet and favoury morfel we 
tafte, every fragrancy we fmell, every harmony we 
hear ; the wholefome, the cheering, the ufefyl, ye^, 
the innocent and inofFenfive qualities of every thing 
wc do ufe and enjoy, are fo many perfpicuous argu- 
ments of divine goodnefs ; we may not only by our 
reafon colleA it, but we even touch ^d feel it with 
all our fenfes. 

The like conclufion may be inferred from the ob- 
fervation of divine Providence, Every fignification, 
or experiment, whence we may reafonably infer that 
divine power and wifdom do concur in upholding, 
managing, and direfting the general ftate of things, 
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6 Of the Goodn^fs of God. 

s B R M.or riie particular affairs of men, being well examined 
I. and weighed, would afford reafon apt to perfuade, 
— — — that the Governor of the world is gracioufly affedled 
toward his creatures and fubjedls. The general pre- 
fervation of things in their natural conftitution and 
order ; the difpenfing conftant vicifRtudes of feafon, 
fo as may ferve for the fupply of our needs ; the 
maintaining fuch a courfe of things in the world, 
that, notwithftanding the great irregularity of will, 
and violence of paffion in fo many perfons ; yet men 
do ordinarily Ihift fo as to live tolerably upon earth 
in peace and fafety, and enjoyment of competent ac- 
commodations for life; with the aids and confola- 
tions ariling from mutual fociety ; the fupports, en- 
couragement, and rewards of virtue many times in a 
ftrange manner adminiftered ; the reflraints, difap- 
pointments, and feafonable chaftifements of wicked- 
nefs, efpecially when it grows exorbitant and out- 
rageous, unexpectedly intervening, with the like paf- 
Pfai.xxviii.fages of Provideuce, will, to him that fhall regard the 
Ifai. V. 12. '^^^^^ ^f ^^^ Lord^ and the operation of his hands ^ fuffi- 
ciently declare as the other glorious attributes, (wit 
dom, power, and juftice,) fo efpecially the goodnefs 
of him, who preiides over the world ; afluring that 
he is a friend to the welfare, and diflikes the mifery 
of mankind. He that Ihall well obferve and con- 
fider how among fo many fierce and hard-hearted, 
fo many crafty and fpiteful, fo many domineering 
and devouring fpirits, the poor and weak, the Am- 
ple and harmlefs fort of people do however fubiift, 
, and enjoy fomewhat, cannot but fufpeift that an un- 
difcernible hand, full of pity and bounty, doth often 
convey the neceffary fupports of life to them, doth 
often divert imminent mifchiefs from them ; cannot 
but acknowledge it credible, what the holy Scripture 
teacheth, that God is the friend, and patron, and 
pfai.xiv.6.prote6l:or of thofe needy and helplefs people, redeem^ 
i»iL*ia?' ^^S. iheir foul from deceit and violence^ (as the Pfalmift 
fpeaks ;) that he is (as the Prophet exprelTeth it) a 

flrength 
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Of the Goodnefs of God. 7 

Jirrngth io the poor ^ afirength to the needy in his d\fUrefs^ s B R M. 
ar^ge from theflorm^ afhadow from the heaty when i. 

the hlaft of the terrible ones is as afiorm againft the wall. 

He that fhall remark^ how frequently in an unac-^^*- "^- 4- 

countable way, fuccour and relief do fpring up to juft 

and innocent perfons ; fo that in a whole age (as the 

Pfalmift obferved) fuch perfons do not appear defti-Wai. 

tute or forfaken ; how alfo iniquity is commonly*"^"' *^* 

ftopped in his full career, and then eafily receives a 

check, when its violence feemed uncontrollable; how 

likewife many times the world is refcued from con- 

fufions and diftradlions unextricable by any vifible 

wit or force ; with other like occurrences in human 

afl&irs ; muft admit it for a reafonable hypothefis (fit 

to render a caufe of fuch appearances) that a tran- 

fcendent goodnefs doth fecretly interpofe, furthering 

the production of fuch efFedls : he mufl upon fuch 

obfervation be ready to verify that of the Pfalmift : 

Verily there is a reward for the righteous ; verily there is Pfal. iviii. 

a God that judgeth the earth. St. Paul inflru6ls us,^*|{g^i^ 

that in paft times (that is, in all generations from 17. 

the beginning of things) God did attejl himfelf to be 

the Governor of the world : How ? aya^oiroiwv, by 

his beneficence; giving to men fhowers from heaven^ 

and fruitful feafons^ filnng their hearts with food and 

gladnefs : competent evidences, it feems, thefe were of 

his providence, and withal (fuppofing that) certain 

demonftrations of his goodnefs : although fome have 

abufed this kind of teftimony, or argumentation, fo 

valid in itfelf, unto a contrary purpofe; alledging, 

that if God ruled the world, fo much wickednefs and 

impiety would not be tolerated therein ; that ingrate- 

fiil and evil men could not fo thrive and flourilh 5 

that more fpeedy and more fevere vengeance would 

be executed ; that benefits would not be fcattered 

among the crowd of men, with fo promifcuous and 

undiftinguifliing a freenefs. But fuch difcourfes, 

upon a juft and true account^ do only infer the great 

patience and clemency, the unconfined mercy and 
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. 8 Of the Goodnefs of God. 

s E R M. bounty of our Lord ; that he is in difpofition very 
I. different from pettiih and impatient man, wKo, ihould 
— he have the reins put into his hands, and in his ad- 
miniftration of things ihould "be fo often neglefted, 
crofled, abufed, would foon overturn all things ; and, 
being himfelf difcompofed with paffion, would pre- 
cipitate the world into confufion and ruin. Things 
would not have fubfifted hitherto, and continued in 
their orderly courfe, but by the moderation of an im- 
menfe goodnefs ; by that 

Claud. magni cuftos dementia mundi. 

Lara. iii. It is by the Lords mercies that we (we, the whole body 
of finful men, fo guilty of heinous provocations and 
rebellions againft our Maker) are not confumed. And 
what again God in the Prophet fpeaks concerning 
Ifrael, he might have applied to the whole nation of 
Hof. xi. 8. men : Howjhall 1 give thee up^ Ephraim ? how fhall 
I deliver thee^ Ifrael f how fhall I make thee as Admah ? 
how fhall I fet thee as Zeboim ? I will not execute the 
fiercenefs of my anger ^ I will not return to deftroy E^ 
phraim\for I am God, and not man. The reafon (for I 
am God, and not man) is obfervable; implying (upon 
parity of reafon in the cafes, concerning that one na- 
tion, and concerning the body of men) that it is an 
indulgence and forbearance above, if not contrary to 
the temper of man, and even beyond human conceit, 
whereby the ftate of things here doth fublift, and is 
preferved from ruin. 

Thus nature, and thus Providence do bear wit- 
nefs concerning the difpofition of God. As for Scrip- 
ture, there is nothing either in way of pofitive affer- 
tion more frequently inculcated, or by more illuf- 
trious examples fet forth, and made palpable, than 
this attribute of God. When God would impart a 
portraiture, or defcription of himfelf to his deareft 
Exod. friend and favourite, Mofes ; the firft and chief li- 
xjtxiv. 6. . neaments thereof are feveral forts, or feveral inftances 
i^^ of goodnefs; he exprefTes himfelf Merciful and gra- 

.r=ym ^iousy long-fuffering^ and abundant in goodnefs : {Mer^ 

ciful: 
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cifiJ: El rachum) a God of pitying ^ or ftrong in pity ; s E Bi M. 
that is, mbft apt to commiferate, and to fuccour i. 
diok who are in need or diftrefs. Graciotss, that is, — — 
ready both freely to forgive wrongs, and to difpenfe 
fevours. Long-Jufferingy or longus irarum^ that is, not 
foon moved, or apt eafily to conceive difpleafure ; 
not hafly in execution of vengeance, or venting his 
anger in hurtful efFe<5ls. Abundant in goodnefs j that is, 
not fparing as to quantity or quality, either in the 
multitude or magnitude of his favours, but in all re- 
fpcfts exceedingly liberal ; conferring willingly both 
very many, and very great benefits. Such did God Pfai. 
reprefent himfelf to Mofes, when he defired a fuller |,"*g**|;.^ 
knowledge and nearer acquaintance with him, than 
ordinary means afford. The fame charadler in fub- 
ftance we have often repeated ; and fometimes with 
advantage of emphatical expreffion, well deferving 
our obfcrvation and regard ; as when the prophet 
Joel faith, that God is penitent^ ^^T^^O'j Z^'' ^^^^^-Joeiu. 13. 
fliSed ; and Micah, that he delighteth in mercy ; and M>cah vii. 
when Nehemiah calleth him a God of pardons; andNeh. ix. 
when Ifaiah reprefents him as waiting (or feeking oc-i^-. 
cafions) to be gracious : and all this in the OldTefta- I^IJ' *"* 
ment, where God feems to look upon man with a lefs 
ferene and debonair afpeft. Indeed, as that difpenfa- 
tion (fuitably to the nature and condition of tilings 
under it) doth fet out God's mercy and goodneS, 
with efpecial relation to this prefent world, or tem- 
poral eftate ; fo the New one more abundantly dif- 
plays his more excellent care and love of our fouls ; his 
great tendernefs of our fpiritual and eternal welfare. 
It is all of it in its nature and defign but as it were 
one entire declaration of the to x?''«*^>' '^^^ ®"^j (the be- Rom. ii. 4. 
neficial difpofition, the benignity, or bountifulnefs 
of God, as St. Paul tcUeth us ;) it is a rare projeft of 
divine philanthropy ; an illuftrious affidavit of God's 
wooderful propenfity to blefs and fave mankind; 
manifefted by the higheft expreffions and inftances 
of love and goodnefs that were poflible. (For his 

not 
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ss R M. not fparing his own Son, the exprefs image of hisfub" 
I. Jiance^ the deareft objecft of his infinite love, the par- 
" t^ker of his eternal nature and glory, but delivering 
him up a facrifice for our offences ; his moft earneft 
wooing our bafenefs and unworthinefs to reconcilia- 
tion with him, and admifEon or acceptance of his fa- 
vour ; his tendering upon fo fair and eafy terms an 
endlefs life in perfeft joy and blifs ; his furnifhing us 
with fo plentiful means and powerful aids for attain- 
Rom.v.u.ing that happy ftate — how pregnant demonftrations 
are thefe, of unfpeakable goodnefs toward us ! whence)^ 
The ordinary titles in this difpenfation attributed unto 
a Cor. xiii. him, are, the God of love andpeace^ of hope ^ of patience \ 
Eh if of all grace ^ of all confolation\ the father of pities^ rich 
Jam! v.* 1*1. in mercy^full of bowels \ love and goodnefs itfelf Thus 
1 John iv. Jq^Jj the Scripture pofitively aflert God's goodnefs ; 
thus it direcftly reprefents and defcribes his gracious 
difpofition toward us. And as for examples, (which 
muft ferve as to illuftrate and explain, fo alfo to ve- 
rify and aflurc matters of this nature,) if we carefully 
attend to God's ordinary proceedings with men there 
recorded, we fhall find this difpofition very confpi- 
Lukc Yi. cuous in therrl. Who can recount the number, or 
zS' Forhe f^|. Q^^ |.j^g value of thofe inftances wherein God*s 

ts kind unto ir* /yi try i ^ \ • \ r^i* 

tiu unthank-gooontis IS exprefled toward fuch as loved him r Of 
■^'Al/ '" ^'^ admirable condefcenfion in drawing them to him; 
of the affeftionate tendernefs, with which he con- 
flandy embraced them ; of his merciful indulgence 
toward them, when provoked by their untowardly , 
behaviour; of his kind acceptance, and munificent 
recompenfing their endeavours to pleafe him ; of his 
deep compaffionating their fufferings ; of his vigilant 
carefulnefs over them, and over all their concern- 
ments ? Methinks the higheft expreflSons that Ian-, 
guage, affifted with all its helps of metaphor and re- 
femblance, can afford, are very languid and faint in 
comparifon of what they ftrain to reprefent, when 
pfai. ^^^ goodnefs of God toward them who love him, 
xxxvi. 6. comes to be expreffed : As the heaven is high above 

the 
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the earthy fo great is his mercy toward them that fear s e R M. 
him. Like as a father pitietk his children.fo the Lord i. 

fitieth them that fear him ; fo David ftrives to utter 

It, but with fimilitudes far fliort of the truth. If any Pfai. du. 
will come near to reach it, it is that in Mofes and"' *^' 
Zechariah, when they are compared to the apple of Dtut. 
God's eye J that is, to the moft dear and tender part, g*^'j?®g 
as it were, about him. « 

We find them often ftyled, and ever treated, as John xv. 
friends and as children ; and that in a fenfe tran- i^chron. 
tending the vulgar fignification of thofc words ; for, xx. 7. 
what friendfhip could endure, could pafs over, could 
forget, could admit an entire reconciliation, and re- 
eftablifhment in affe<ftion after fuch heinous indig- 
nities, fuch infidelities, fuch undutifulnefs, as were 
thofe of Adam, of Noah, of David, of Peter ? Who 
would have received into favour and familiarity a 
Manaflcs, a Magdalen, a Paul ? Who would fo far 
extend his regard upon the pofterity (upon fuch a 
pofterity, fo untoward, fo unworthy) of his friend, as 
God did upon that of Abraham, in refpedl unto 
him? What great prince would employ his princi- 
pal courtiers to guard and ferve a poor attendant, a 
mean fubje<Sl of his ? Yet, The angel of the Lord en Pfai. 
campeth roundabout them that fear him, and delivereth"^^''' ^' 
them ; and many inftances we have of thofe glorious 
inhabitants of heaven by God's appointment ftoop- 
ing down to wait upon, and to perform fervice to tnc 
fons of men. But upon examples of this nature, be- 
ii^ numberlefs, and compofing indeed the main body 
of the (acred hiftory, (it being chiefly defigned to re- 
prefent them,) I Ihall not inlSl; I ihall only obferve, 
for preventing or fatisfying objeAions, (yea, indeed, for 
turning them to the advantage and confirmation of 
that which we affert,) that even in thofe cafes^ where- 
in 

Naz. Orat. 38. 
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s,EK M,in God's higheft fevcrity hath been exercifed, when 
I. God hath purppfed to exhibit moft dreadfiil in- 
fiances of his juftice upon the moft provocative oc- 
cafions; we may difcern his goodnefs eminently 
ihewing itfelf : that even in the greateft extremity 
of his difpleafure, in his a<5ls of higheft vengeance. 
Jam. ii. 13. mercy doth xaraxaup^acr^ai tJi; )ef iViw?, (as St. James 
fpeaketh,) hoajl itfelf ^ and. triumph over juftice : ^ thzX. 
God, as the fun (to ufe Tertullian's fimilitude) 
when he feems moft to infeft and fcorch us, doth 
even thwi difpenfe ufeful and healthful influences 
upon us. Even, I fay, in the moft terrible and amaz- 
ing examples of divine juftice (fuch as were the 
ejecting and excluding mankind from paradife ; the 
general deftrudlion in the deluge ; the exfcinding^ 
and extirpation of the Amorites, together with other 
Vide chryf. inhabitants of Canaan ; the delivering Ifrael and Ju- 
J^"]-g^'^'-dah into the Aflyrian thraldom, the final deftrucftion 
optirae/ of Jerufalem, together with the difperfion of the 
Jewiih nation over the world, and its fad confe- 
quences) we may (not hardly) obferve particulars, 
more than favouring of great mercy and goodnefs. 

I. That (in moft of thefe cafes, in all according to 
fome account) God was not moved to the difpleafure 
produdlive of thofe efFedls but upon very great con- 
fiderations. That he did not feek advantages, nor 
embrace all occafions ; but was incenfed by fuperla- 
tive degrees of iniquity and impurity, (fuch in their 
own nature, and much aggravated by their circura- 
ftances,) fuch as rendered common life inconvenient, 
and infupportable to men ; made the earth to :ftinlc 



a^' ut tri'ixviast, d'Xhoi xa» »^' u* IxoXacrev tut^o^u^ viAoif ^vpuo-Bm tijv aya- 
SoTDTA avT^ hiKPvifoihf x»i T^v (piT^av^ofviat, Chryf. a»^p. ^', 

'O @EOf u'JraBiit; aVf xoit tvtoytT^, xout xoXa^fi^ o/Aoi«$ ir*' etya^of. 
Ibid. ' ' . ' 

^ Tunc maxime eft optimus, cum tibi non bonus 5 ficut Sol 
tibi etiam quando non putas optimus ct utilis, &c. Tertull. in 
Marc, ii, 2. 

with 
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with their filth and corruption ; to groan under the 8 e & if. 
burthen and weight of them ; to pant and labour for i. 
a riddance from them. 

2. That God did not upon the firft glimpfes of 
provocation proceed to the execution and dilcharge 
of his wrath, but did with wonderful patience expe6t 

a change in the offenders, waiting to he gracious ^ as the ifa. xxx. 
Prophet fpeaketh; affording more than competent*^' 
time, and means more than fufficient of appealing 
him by repentance ; vouchfafing frequent admoni- 
tions, folicitations, threatenings, moderate corredlions, 
and other fuch proper methods conducing to their 
amendment, and to their prefervation. 

3. That their inflidlions themfelves, how grievous 
foever in appearance, were not really extreme in mea- 
fure ; not accompanied with fo acute torments, nor 
with fo lingering pains, nor with fo utter a ruin, as 
might have been inflidled ; but that (as Ezra, in re- 

fpedl to one of thofc cafes, confefTeth) they were lefs^. \x,ii, 
than their iniquities deferved. That (as it is in the 
Pfalm) He did notjlir up all his wrath ; which would Pf. ixxviu. 
have immediately confumed them, or infinitely tor- ^^• 
mented them. 

4. That (confequently upon fome of thofe pre- 
mifes) the afflictions brought upon them were in a 
fort rather necefTary than voluntary in refpedl of 
him ; rather a natural fruit of their difpofitions and 
dealings, than a free refult of his will ; however con- iEzck. xviii. 
trary to his primary intentions and defires. Whence *^fi?* , , 
he no lefs truly than eafneftly difclaims having anyum.iii. 
pleafure in their death, that he affliaed willingly, or]t^^^^' 
grieved the children of men ; and charged their difafters 

upon themfelves, as the fole caufes of them. 

5. That farther, the chaftifements inflided were 
wholefome and profitable, both in their own nature, 
and according to his defign ; both in refpeft to the 
generality of men, (who by them were warned, and 
by fuch examples deterred from incurring the like 

mifchiefs; 
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SBRM.niifchiefs^; were kept from the inconveniences, fe- 
u cured from the temptations, the violences, the al- 
' lurements, the contagions of the prefent evil ftate ; 
according to that reafon alledged for puniihments of 
Dcut. xvii. this kind : All the people JkalJ hear ^ and fear ^ and do 
'3« no more prejumptuouflyy) and in regard to the fufFerers 

themfelves ^5 who thereby were prevented from pro- 
ceeding farther in their wicked courfes ; accumulat- 
Rom. ii. 5. ing (or trea/uring up, as the Apoftle fpeaketh) farther 
degrees of wrathy as obdurate and incorrigible people 
ifa. i. 5. will furely do : (ff^hy^ faith the Vxo\A\tt,fhouldye be 
xxTi. 10. jtricken any more ? (to what purpofe is moderate cor- 
rection ?) Ye will revolt more and more.) That he did 
with a kind of violence to his own inclinations, and 
Hof. xi. 8. reludtancy, inflidl puniihments on them. Ephraim, 
hoxvfhall I give thee up, Ephraim ? Yea farther. 
6- That, during their fufFerance, God did bear 
ifa.ixiii. companion toward them who vmderwent it. His 
Hof^xi 8 l^owelsy as we are told, founded and were troubled \ his 
jcr. xxxi/ heart was turned within him ; his repentings were kindled 
^*n vi 3. ^^g^^^^^\ in all their afflictions himfelf was affliSed v he 
viii. 2 1.* remembered and confidered they were but duft ; that they 
flfixxviii. '^^^^ ^^ f^^ff^i (^hat they were but of a weak and 
39! frail temper ; that they were naturally prone to cor- 

ruption and evil,) and did therefore pity their infir- 
mity, and their mifery. 
Hab. ui. a. 7. That God in his wrath remembered mercy, (as the 
prophet Habakkuk fpeaks,) mixing gracious inten- 
Gen. vi. 3. tions of future refreihment and reparation with the 
jcr.'xxix. prcfent executions of juftice. 1 know (faith he in the 
prophet Jeremiah) /A^ thoughts that I think toward you\ 
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an exfeSed 
end. Behold, I will bring health and cure, I will cure 
them, and will reveal unto them abundance of peace and 



*0/xoc> urn Jixarns xftt XuT^i m% hhiaiia^6f Wtf ^ Gf^« Ibid. 
?<orra ^to^efAiPOf, Chryf. tom. 8. p. 99* 

truth. 
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truth And, For a fmall moment (faith he again in s E E M. 
Ifaiah) have I forfaken thee '^ but with great mercies i. 
will I gather thee. And, Ye Jhall be comforted con- ua. uv. 7. 
irm^/w^ the evil that 1 have brought upon Jerufalem — ^'^^- **^' 
^Aye Jhall know, that 1 have not done without caufe 
all that I have done in it ; faith the Lord (he faith fo 
in Ezekiel) without caufe, that is, without a beneficial 
defign toward them. 

8. Laftly, That he always fignified a readinefs to 
turn from his anger, and to forgive them ; and upon 
very equal and eafy terms to be fully reconciled to 
them ; according to that in the Pfalmift, He doth notvt. ciii.f. 
always chide, neither will he keep his anger for ever ; 
but upon any reafonable overtures of humiliation, 
confeffion, and converfion to him, was ready to abate, 
yea, to remove the efFedls of his difpleafure: TAo«pfai.xcix. 
'ii)aft a God that for gavefl them, though thou tookejl^* 
vengeance of their inventions. 

Thefe particulars, if we attentively furvey thofc 
dreadful examples of divine feverity forementioned, 
(the greateft which hiftory acquaints us with, or 
which have been fhewed on this theatre of human af- 
fairs,) we may obferve moft of them in all, all of them 
in feme, either pfainly exprefled, or fufficiently infi- 
nuated by the circumftances obfervable in the hifto- 
rical narrations concerning them ; fo that even the 
harlheft inftances of God's wrathful dealing with 
fome men, may well ferve to the illuflration of his 
mercy and goodnefs toward all men ; may evince it 
true, what our Lord affirms, that God is, xf^'^'^f ^'^* 
«Vf»Vaff xal TTovTips?, Jcind and beneficent even to /A^LokeTios* 
^ojl ingrateful and unworthy perfons. To make which 
obfervation good, and confequently to aflfert the ve- 
rity of our text (that God is good unto all, and merciful 
oyer all his works) againft the moft plaulible excep- 
tions, I fhall examine the particulars in the follow- 
ing difcourfe. 



SERMON 
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SERMON n. 

Of the Goodnefs of God. 



Psalm cxlv. 9. 

The Lord is good to all^ and his tender mercies are 
over all his works. 

1 SHALL now more particularly confider the fe- s s r h. 
veral inflances before mentioned. 11, 

I. The punilhment inflifted on mankind for the' 
firft tranfgreflion containeth in it much of depth and 
myftery^ furpaffing perhaps all capacity of man to 
reach ; its full comprehenlion being by divine wif- 
dom, I conceive, purpofely concealed from us; fo 
that I cannot pretend thoroughly to explain it ; and 
ihall not therefore fpeak much about it. 

This indeed is clear, that God did in his proceed- 
ings, occaiioned thereby, intend remarkably to evi- 
dence his grievous refentment and indignation againft 
wilful difobedience ; yet in the management thereof 
we may obferve, that, 

I . After the provocation (in itfelf fo high, and lia- 
ble to fo great aggravations) ^ Grod did exprefs his 
refentment in 1i} calm and gentle a manner, that 

tUruf, S fMMfk x«i wofifjmf^ &c. Ibid. . 

VOL. J. e Adanxy 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1 8 Of the GBodnefs of God. 

8ERM. Adam^ though abaflied upon the confciencc of his 
II' fault, was not yet by the vehemency ©f the reproof 
utterly difmayed or dejedted. 

2. God ufed great moderation in the infliAion of 
this punifhment; mitig^tipff tbf extremity of the 

Gen. ii. x7.fentence juftly decreed and plainly declared to Adam, 
(that, in cafe of his offending againft the law pre- 
fcribed him, he fhould immediately die,) for notwith- 
ftanding his forfeiture that very day of life, God re- 
prieved him, and allowed him a long life, almoft of 
a thoufand years after. 

3. God did not quite rejeft man thereupon, nor 
did withdraw his fatherly care and providence from 
him, but openly continued them; infomuch that 
immediately after the curfe pronounced upon our 
firft parents, the next paffage we meet with is, that 

Gen. Hi. 2x. unto Adam and hie wife did the Lofd God make 
coats, and clothed them. 

4. Although indeed man was by his fault a great 
lofi:r, ^d bepame deprived of high advantages ; ye^ 
the mercy of God did leave him in no very deploraole 

' eft^te, fir^iply conlidered, as to his life here ; tl|^ Re- 
licts of his firft eftate, and the benefits continued to 
him, being verjr confiderable ; fo that we the inherit- 
oft of that gr^2^t difafter do commonly find the en- 
joyment of Ufe, with the conveniences attending it,^ 
tp be ftveet ^nd defirabje. 

5. The event manifefts, that while God in ap- 
pearance fo fijverely puniflied mankind, he did in bis 
mmd refcrve ^hbughts of higheft kipdneft toward us ; 
eyerr then defining pot only to reftore us to our for- 
mer d^ree, biit to taife us to a capacity of obtainiijg 
a fer more high pitch of happinefs. While he excluo- 
ed ys^from, a jerreftri^l paradife here, he provided a 
far better celpi^ia^ o^e, into, which, if we pleafe, by 
obedience "to his ^ohv laws, we may certainly ent^. 
So that in this of arf moft heavy inftance of ven- 
geanc?3^ God*s exceeding gpodnefs^ apd-qki^ency <Io 
Upon feveral confideratioi)^ I^Qjtt clearly il^in^. 

' * II. The 
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II. The calamity, v»hich by the general deli;ig^ s b n !«» 
did orerfloW the worlds was not (we may confider) ii. 
bnraght iipon iMn but in regard to the moft enor«» 
mous ofiences long continued in^ and after amoid-* 
ment was become defperate: not till after much 
fix'bearamce, and till men were grown to a fuper* 
latiTc pitch of wickednefs by no fit means (by no 
friendly warning, no fharp reprehenfion, no moderate 
cfaaftifement) corrigible; not until the earth wal 
become (efpecially for perfons of any innocence or 
integrtty) no tolerable habitation, but a theatre of 
lamentable tragedies, a feat of horrid iniquity, a link 
of loathfome impuritv. So that in reaibn it was to 
be efteemed rather a tayour to mankind, to refcue vi 
from fo uidiappy a ftate, than to fuifer it to perfift 
therein. To fnatch men away out of fb uncomfort^- 
able a place, from fb wretched a condition, was a 
memy ; it had been a judgment to have left them 
annojring, rifling, and liaralEng ; luting, tearing, and 
devouring f yea, defiling and debauching each other; 
and io heaping upon themfelves loads of guilt, and 
deeper obligations to vengeance. The garth, faith thexkn. d. 
text, was corrupt More God; and the earth nibasfilUd^^* "• 
vMh violence. God looked ufon the earthy and behold it 
was corrupt ; for allfiejh had corrupted its way upon 
the earth; which untverial and extreme cormptioft 
had not in probability fyrung up in a frnaH time ; {ot, 

Nenio repente fuit turpi£imus^ 

is true not only of iingle men, but of communides ; 
no people, no age, dotb fuddenly de^nerate into ex^ 
treme degrees ol wickedne& ; fo that tiie divine pd^ 
tience mA long endured and attended upon iMn^ 
before the refblution o£ thus pufti^i^ them was 
tak^ i:^ ; the which aUb was noe at firft peiemptoiy 
and irreverfible, but ia Ood^s defign and de&e \t 
wai revocaUe; for the world had a long re^meve 
after the fentence pafied ; execution was ddRnred till 
Noak'frhMig pieacning of ri^iteoufhefs, and denouiic* 

c 2 ing 
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SEindang; of judgment in a manner fo notorious and fig- 

ii> nai, (not by verbal declarations only, but by the vifi- 

blc ftrudlure of the ark,) could prevail nothing toward 

their amendment, but was either diftrufted or dif- 

regarded, and perhaps derided by them. For, as 

1 Pet. Hi. St. Peter tells us, they were difobedient^ when once the 

Tpct. ii. 5. ^^^sfaff^^^'^^S ^f ^^^ waited in the days of Noah ^ while 

'the ark was preparing', that is, (as is colledled by fe- 

vcral interpreters from the text of the ftory,) dur- 

Gen. vi. 3. ing no lefs than one hundred and twenty years ; a 
competent time for their recoUeAing thcmfdves, and 
endeavouring by amendment of life to prevent the 
ruin threatened to come upon them. 1 et notwith- 
ftanding that, this obftinate and incorrigible difobe- 
dience did fo much difpleafe Grod, as that in confi- 

Gcn. t». 6. deration thereof Grod is faid to have repented that 
he made man on the earthy and to have been thereby 
grieved at the heart : yet did he fo temper his anger 
as. not utterly to deftroy mankind, but provided 
^ainft its total ruin, by preferving one family as a 
feminary thereof; preferving the father thereof (quef- 
tionlefs by a fpecial grace) from the fpreading conta- 
gion, infpiring him with faith, and qualifying him 
for the favour, which by him he deligned to com- 
municate unto the world; the reparation thereof, 
and reftoring the generations of men. So that alfa 
through this paiTage of providence, how difmal and 
dreadful foever at firft fight, much goodnefs will be 
tranfparent to him that looks upon it attentively. 

Ill, In the next place, as to that extermination 
and excifion of the Canaanites, which carries fo hor- 

Lcvit-xviiurible an appearance of feverity, we may find it quali- 
fiable, if we confider, that for the nature of the tref- 
paiFes, which procured it, they were infufierably hei- 
nous and s^ominable : mofi: iottifh, barbarous, and 
bafe fuperftition^, (cruelty and impurity being efientiai 
ingredients into their performances of reli^n, and 
it being piety with them to be exceedingly wicked,) 
and in their other pradiice moft bcaftly lafciviouf- 

neflcs. 
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neiies^ moft bloody violences, oppreilions, and rapines s £ & m. 
generally abounding. So that tor thofc men them- 11. 
felves, who were by turns, as it happened, the authors 
and the objefts of thefe dealings, it could not be de- 
Arable to continue in a ftate of living fo wretched and 
uncomfortable. Impunity had been no mercy to 
fuch people, but rather a cruelty ; cutting them off 
muft needs be the greateft favour they were capable 
of, it being only removing them from a hell here, 
and preventing tneir deferving many worfe hells here- 
after. Even to themfelves it was a favour, and a 
greater one to their pofterity, whom they might have 
brought forth to fucceed in their courfes, and to the 
confequences of them ; whom they would have en- 
gaged into their wicked cuftoms, and their woful 
mifchiefe. They were not fo deftroyed from the land, 
until it grew uninhabitable in any tolerable manner, 
and itfelf could not, as it were, endure them any 
longer, but (as the text doth moft fignificandy exprels 
it) didfpue them out ; being like a ftomach furcharged lcvU. xviii. 
with foul or poifonous matter, which it loaths, and *^' 
is pained with, and therefore naturally labours to ex- 
pel. Neither was this fad doom executed upon them 
till after four hundred years of forbearance ; for even 
in Abraham's time God took notice of their iniquity, 
then born and growing ; and gave account of his fuf- 
pending their punifhment ; hecaufe^ faid he, the inu Gen. xv. 
qutty of the Amorites was not yet full, (that is, was not *^' 
yet arrived to a pitch of defperate obftinacy and in- 
corrigibility :) while there was the leaft glimpfe of 
hope, the leaft relicks of any reafon, any regret, any 
ihame in them, the leaft poffibility of recovery, God 
flopped his aversgiiig hand : but when all ground of 
hope was remov«d> the whole ftock of natural light 
and ftrength was embezzled, all fear, all remorfe, all 
modefty were quite baniihed away, all means of cure 
had proved ineftecftual, the gangrene of vice had 
feized on every part, iniquity was grown mature and 
mellow ; then was the ftroke of juftice indeed not 

03 more 
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|B|H4-inore foafimaWe tHwi nijccflary ; thoti was the fetal 
n> f>vofd the only proper remedy ; then fo with one 

^- "ftrolw tp cut off them, and th«ir fins, and their nuf- 
chie&, *n<i their miferie^ together, was an argument 
HP leift ftrong ^d clejar of 6od*a merciful goodnefa, 
^ao (^ his joft anger toward them. 

IV. The hke account we may render of God's 
ju^menta upon die people of Ifiwiel. If we confult the 
Pr^hets, who declare the ftate of things,. die fa6la> 
the difpc^tions, the guilts, that brought them down 
from Heaven, we flwdl fee, that they came upon acr 
count of an univerfal apoftafy from both the faith and 

Hof. ix. 9. priw^C of true rdigion ; a d^ep corruption {like that im 
tJ^d^s ofGihaiy as the prophet Hofca fpeaketh) in 
wind and manners ; an utter perverting of all truth 
and right; an obftinate c^npliance with, or emulation 
of, the moft abominable pra^ices of the heathen na- 
tions about them ; an univerfal apoftafy, I fay, from 
God and all goodnefs ; a thorougn prevalence of aU 
iniquity* Hear the Prophets exprelfing it, and de^ 

jcr. v,i. fcribing them. Jeremiah ; Run ye to and fro throu^ 
thejtreetsi ^fj^nffalem ; fee nowy and knaw^ andfeek iu 
^ bre^d places thereof', if ye can find a man ; if there 
i4 any that executeikjpidgmenty that feeketh the trteih, 

If. zziv. 5. and I will pardon it. Ifaiah ; The earth is d^led under 

'• *• the inhabitants thereof; hecatf/e fhey harve tranfgreffed the 

l^wsj ehanged the ordinances^ broken the everla/iing eo^ 
ve»0nt i Ah^ful nation ! a pe^le laden with imquHieSy 
Hfe^d ^f evil doers ; Mdreti that are corrupters I Tkey 
havi^forfaken the Lord^ they kstve provoked the Hoij/i One 
$f ffrnel unto anger; they are gone ofmay backward, &c^ 
Thus do. tbefe and other Ptxq)hets in a like ftrain 
^cfcribe in the groia the ftate of things preceding 

Ezek.xxii. thofc judgmeaMs, And Ui Ezekiel (in ^era pbcca, 
p^cularly in the 8th, hitt efpecially in tkt land 
€hai>ter). we have their ofienc^ in detail> mwl by ports 
(their grofe impieties^ their grievowa. cruchieSi, exlbor- 
tions, an4 opqpreffions) ftt out copioufify, and ia tmA, 
Uwly c<4Qurs, And as the quality of thcar pwnpoca^ 

dons 
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t\abs was fd bad, atrtd the 6kt6nfldn of thettl A) la^d, {i> r ir»ii. 

irfcthcii" coridiWbft ddfpc!rite ; thd* tWi^ no mdtfts ft. 

6f rtmddy left, no hope^ bf am^Htlhieftt ; ft y^is thWr ' ' 

forth^ covered \^th Jftlptidenrt, fhdf Ittdrt hafd^- ' 

cd ^th bbllinidy, th*ir minds dtiiply rin<?hired Wit!h 't 

tobitual prafity and rierverfenefs : C'tfn the Efhidpidnuu xiii. 
^/i^^^ hisjkiiiy or the teapdf'dhisfpoii f thin fnayyi dl/b *3- 
d^^ood that art atiufiomed to do evil, faith Jereiftirfi 
concernittg them. All hiethods of ^claiming theth 
bad ptoved frttitlefs ; tid favoirfable de^n|s^ rio gcrt- 
tie admbtiitioni ^r kirtd ihftru<5lidrt tsrould avail artjr 
thiftg ; for it i^ of th^m the ptophet Ifaiah hiih, Let ifL^^i 
favour hejheiioed ta the "doitked.yet will he ridt ledhi '°' .-.. 
h^hteoiijiteji. No ^Vicas, tib itprooft (how frequent, 
hdw vehement, how urgferit fofever) h^ aAfy eflfe^ 
up61i ttew. Almighty God decktes dftfeii, that hfe 
liid fpbke'ri tiiWb therri rifin'^ Mp darfV, bli* tfe^ 
would not h^dr nor regard his fpfeeth ; dRd hot oirly 
Wgfedl, irid reftife, boi! de/pt/i, loath, moti, aiW /•^iJcr.xxT.4, 
>^tf^rA H, {iurhihg their back ilpofi him, pulling ^/^vi"io."' 
ihttr Jhoulder,Jlmhing theit- neck, andfibppiHg ihki^'^f^''^^ 
^afs, thai theyjhmdd not hedfi) that he hddfpr edd oUt ^^th. ix. 
hit hands all the day Mg to a rihelTthiis and ^dinjkyin^ \^ ^; ^ 
f(^dple\ to a people thai (with dxfrente infoitot^ dhd lA-'a c^^^r 
tdSdt^y) j>rovoked hith to dnger eohtintially to hhfdcL "*^*- *^* 
Nbf could any tendtfi^s of mercy allufe or ihore thetti : 
IMd (G6d faid h in Jeremiah) after all ihefe things, Jcr. iii. 7. 
%fnuntofni\ hut Jhe returned not. jirtiefidyo'uf' iibays^'^'^^^^^l^' 
^ndydttr doings, atid obey the void bfihe Lord y&dt^i^^'f'^'' 
Ood, dnd the Lotd iioitl repihi hint of the evil ihdi he '^• 
Itath pron&tcnced agaifift you. Repehi, and tUHi yotti-' 
Mveiftom allydUr' tranfgrejjions, fd iniquity Jhall hoft 
ieyour ruin ; ^nd ifittameralble* the lifc6 dv^rtufei ^6 
Wfe 6f grac6 and! meircy to therri ; all t*Kich tfi^ 
pftWdly and pef^eiffely rfejeiftfdd, perfiftlng W theiir 
^tked cotiffes^: th^y eiteti re^lfed and fikhced, thtfy Jc^- «• »^- 
rtidely treated a^d pterfefcmed the pro]()tWts ittiX ti^toM^i^j^k 
<tiftm with niciflages 6f kmdf waMiWg, and overturiar of jr. , ... 
mi ; in bbftrudliti^ aU a'cctft df Aerey tto theift. ^^•*^"' 

c 4 felves ; 
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24 Of the Goodnefs of God. 

• B 1^ M.felvcs : They fay to thefeers^ See not ; and to the pro^ 
II. fhets^ PropJufy not unto us ri^ht things : fo Ifaiah re- 
^. xxx. ports their proceeding. Which of the prophets did not 
^^. your fathers ferfecutef fo St. Stephen expoftulates 
51. ^*' with them. Neither were gentler chaftifements de- 
figned for their correction and cure anywife available ; 
they made no impreilion on them, they produced no 
i(a. i. 16, change in them : In vain, faith God, / have fmitten 
fNe^*ix. ^^^^ children, they have recaved no corre&ion. And, 
apO * Thou haflfmtten them, but they have not grieved ; thou 
jer. ii. 30. ^^ confumed them, hut they have refufed to receive 
ifa/ix. 13. correction ; they have made their faces harder than a 
^m IX. ^^^^^ ^^^ 1^^^ refufed to return. And, The people 
tumeih not to him thatfmiteth them, neither do theyfeek 
the Lord of Ho/Is. Unto this xarct^ tio-zao; lU dndxnaifj 
this perfe^ fitnefs, (as St. Paul fpeaketh,) this matu- 
rity of defperate and irrecoverable impiety, had that 
^ people grown, not at once, and on a fudden, but by 
continual fteps of provocation, through a long courfe 
of time, during that divine patience fparing them, and 
by various expedients Arriving to recover them.. This 
conlideration is frequendy infifted upon, efpecially in 
Jer.xxzii. the prophet Jeremiah : The children of Ifrael and the 
so.vii.25» children of Judah have only done evil before me from 
1/ their youth : Since the day that your fathers came forth 

J^' «• 7. out of the land of Egypt unto this day, I have even 
fent unto you all my fervants the prophet Sy daily rijing 
up early, and fending them ; yet they hearkened not unto 
me, &c. Well then, after fo many hundred years of 
abufed patience, and unfuccefsful labour to reclaim 
them, it was needful that juftice fhould have her 
courle upon them : yet how then did God infli A it, 
with what mildnefs and moderation, with what pity 
Neh. ix. and relenting ? Neverthelefs (fey they in Nehemiah) 
^*' for thy great mercies fake thou didft not utterly confume 

them, norforfake them \ for thou art a gracious and mer* 
Ezr.ix. ii.ciftd God. And, Thou hafl pumjhed us lefs than our 
Hof.xi.9. iniquities deferve, doth Ezra confefs. I will not execute 
thefiercenefs of my anger, doth Grod himfelf refolve and 

declare 
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declare in Hofea. So mild he was as to the meafure s e r m. 
ofiiispunifhing; and what compaifion accompanied u. 

it, rhofe pathetical expreffions declare: My heart is 

turned within me, my re^efitings are kindled together. Is Jer. xxxi. 
Ephraim my dear/on, ts he afleafant childffor Jince I^' 
Jpake againft him, I do earnejily remember him Jtill, 
therefore my bowels are troubled for him. In all their iia. ixiu. 9. 
afflictions he was affliQed, &c. We may add, that not- 
withftanding all thefe provocations of his wrath, and 
abufings of his patience, which thus neceffitated God 
to execute his vengeance ; yet even during the execu- 
tion thereof, and while his hand was fo ftretched forth 
againft them, he did retdn thoughts of favour and in- 
tentions of doing good, even toward this fo ungrate- 
ful, fo infenfible, fo incorrigible a people : For afmaUify^. Uv. 7. 
time, faith God, have Iforfaken thee; but with great 
mercies will I gather thee : I know the thoughts that lur, xxSx. 
think toward you J faith the Lord, thoughts of peace, and\^'J^^^^' 
not of evil, to give you an expe6ied end. Now thefe 
things being ferioufly laid together, have we not oc- 
cafion and ground fufficient even in this inftance, no 
lefs to admire and adore the wonderful benignity, 
mercy, and patience of God, than to dread and trem- 
ble at his juftice ? 

V. As for the laft fo calamitous and piteous de- 
ftmdtion of Jerufalem, with the grievous confequences 
thereof, as we might apply thereto the former con- 
fiderations, fo we fliall only obferve what was pecu- 
liar in that cafe; that God difpenfed fuch means 
to prevent it, (to remove the meritorious caufes 
thereof, obftinate impenitency and incredulity; re* 
fining the truth by him fent from heaven with fo 
clear a revelation and powerful confirmation; de* 
fifing the fpirit of God, and the dictates of their own 
confcience ; bafely mifuiing divers ways, and at laft 
crueDy murdering the Son of God ;) fuch means, I fay, 
God did employ for the removing thofe provocatives 
of vengeance, which (as our Lord himfelf faith) were 
fiifficicnt tp have converted Tyre and Sidon^ yea, to Mitt. «i. 

have*'* 
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tBRM.turre preserved Sofdom it^tf ; fe tliftc duf SiykHir 
II. could with a compaiiimate grii^f d^pl<^^ th^ untAie^ 

cefsftUtie&of hk tender stfl*(ai(yn, atid Mcitdiri cafe 

Matt. xxHi. for their welfee, m thefe ptfflonite tetw§: /foto (^^ 
^^- trw^ Ihave gathered thy childrm as a hen g^fkef-i Uir 

Mcketu under hit mngi but ye ijoould mi ! iTtat 
St. John the Baptift's iharp repfCKrfk, his pawdrf^ 
exhortaticmd, his downright aftd da^f f^rewarnings 
Matt. iii. of what would follow, {3om now^ ftid he, fke died is 
"''• laid to the roof of the tree, > attended With fb temarkdble 

circamftance* of hid peffon, and his eaniage, (whicJh 
induced alt the world about him to regard him asf no 
otidin^f man, btit a fpecial inftmment df God, and 
meffenger from heaven,) did yet find no etffe<!t eonfi- 
dcrable; the Pharifees ^d Ldwyei^, fhofe corrupt 
guides, whofe airthority managed the blind maki- 
Lvk% vik tude, defeating the counjel of God toward themfehes^ as 
^^' St. Lttke fpcaketh, (that is, defeating hi^ gt^doos puf ^ 
po(e of reclaiming them frt>m diffo^ience, and cOtt- 
fequeetly of withlkrtding the jiidgmem^ imminent,) 
thef reviled the perfon of that venefaWe Prbphet ; 
um.:D.iB.He hath a d&vii^ faid they : they flighted his premd- 
nition^, and rejecfted liris ^vices, by obfetting whieh, 
thofe dreadful mifchiefs, which fell tipon their rebel- 
lious heads;, «»ght have been diverted. We may ^d^ 
thtft mtti thofe fearful judgmeiita^ were tempered with 
mixtaufgj of feivowaMe defign, not only to the com- 
miaiity of mankind, (whith, by fo remarkable a ven- 
geance upon the perfecutora of Out Lord and the 
ftomers of his dodrrine, was converted unfe^, dr cort^ 
firmed «¥y t?he cbrtftian faith,) but even toward that 
peoplfe^wftom it fervtdd to convince of their errors and 
crimes ; ifo i^^dtece them to repentance, to provoke 
t*cm unto thfe acknowIei%ment and embradng df 
<Sod*Si tfuA ^ f& pafpably vindicated by him. So that 
J miglM! hefte apply that paff^e df St. Paul, (rf not 
. dired!ly and adequately according td his^ fenfe, yfet 
^^^' ^ iwdi no* irtcortgiwms' rflufiort at leaft,) Havef theyjlum- 
He^, fhaf f hey Jlt0Htd fait? (twr, wa^ there no dther 

defign 
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of God's judgments upon them^ but theirs bum. 
utter ruin?) funJ ytWro* Nojuch moifter; bu$ through tx. 
iieirfsiljahation came to the Gent iiesj for to provoke 
thmtojealouj[y (or emuladon.) And, in efie^C as our 
Lord m the tnidil of his fuiferings did afiecftionateljr 
pray for God's mercy upon them, as the Apoflles did 
(&r reconciliadon unto them all indii^rently^ who 
would repent, and were willing to embrace it ; io 
mt fuch of them as were difpofed to comj^y with 
diofe invitations, received to grace, how deeply foever 
inyolTed in the continued guilt of thofe enormous 
perfecutions> injuries, and blafphemies; as particularly 
$t.Paul, that illuftrious example of God's patience x rim. i. 
and mercy in this cafe. So that neither by this in^ '^* 
fiaDce is any attribute of Grod more lignal22ed, than 
his U'anfcendent goodnefs, in like manner as by the 
fonncr inftances, and in analogy to them by all others, 
that may be affigned. By all of them it will appear 
that Ood is primarily and of himfelf dilpofed to do 
all fittii^ and poffible good to men, not to inflid 
evil more than is fit and neceffary ; that Giod is in^ 
deed optinms ex naturae praprietate, {mqft good according De lufurr. 
iofrtferty of nature i) although ^2^0^ ex ccu^^e netejfi^ ^'«'*"' *• 
We, (fiverefrom the necej^ty cfthe cafe^ as Tertullian *^ 
fpedetb. To affli<9: men (either iome men iingly^ 
or ykskz fiocieties of men) may be fbmetimes expe*^ 
dieot upon feveral accounts \ for vindicating the 
(ftom, and fupporting the intereft of goodneis, 
whidi may by impunity be di%raced, endamaged, 
endangered ; for the difoiminadon of good and evil 
oaca, in an obfervable manner \ for the encourage- 
ment and comfort of die good, the redui^n and 
aooenck&ent of the bad ; for preventing the contagion^ 
^ ftopping the progrefs of iniquity, whereupon 
greater guilts and worfe mifchiefs would enfue ; R it 
^y be as neceffary as fliarp phyfic to cure public 

^^hfH.Qrci^ Onod Dtuiinonieft;cau&.Bial!,ekgaiitcretpiiLo 

chittdehacrc. 

or 
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SERM.or private diftcmpcrs; as an ihftrument of rouzing 
iio us out of our linful lethargies ; as that which may 

caufe us better to underftand ourfelves, and more to 

remember God ; as a ground of fearing God, and an 
inducement to believe his providence. For thofe and 
many fuch purpofes, to bring upon men things dif- 
taftefulto fenfe may be very requifite ; nor doth the 
doing it anywife prejudice the truth of divine good- 
nefs, but rather confirms it, commends it, and ad- 
vances its juft efteem. It would be a fond indul- 
gence, not a wife kindnefs ; a cruel, rather than a 
wifd.i. II. loving pity, to deal otherwife. In fine, we arc to 
th^a^'onril. coufider, that all the mifchiefs we undergo, God doth 
Hicr. Da- not fo much bring them on us, as we do pull them 
"* ^' on ourfelves ^. They are au3a»f 6t« 9r*)/AaTa, affe&ed^ 
ox felf^chofen mifchiefs ; they are xav.a ^xa^^fMOLxu wg oa»- 
fgVfWf, hndfprouts of our free choice^ (as a Father calls 
them ;) they are (as another Father faith) J)C8<r»«v >c»xmi» 
clxsa-ioc exyova, the unwilliti^ ojfspringsnfwilftdevtls ; they 
are the certain refults of our own will, or the natural 
fruits of our anions ; anions, which (however God 
defire, advife, command, perfuade, entreat, excite) 
we do will, we are refolved to perform. IVe in a 
manner y as Salvian faith', do force God to do whatever 
he doth in this kind; violently plucking down vengeance 
on our own heads; compelling the kind and merdfulLord^ 
againfi his nature and will ^ to affiiS us ; notfo much as 
Miifiros nos giving him leave tofpare us, Grod vehemently difclaims 
^*'^>^^^'' himfelf to be the original caufe ; to defign, (accord- 
mZ!mtx, ing to abfolute or primary intention,) to defire, to de- 
Ezck. xviii* light in our grief, or our ruin. Jis I live j faith the 
30. xxxiii. 2,«r4 (and furely v(rhen God fwears, we may believe 
that he is very ferious,) / have no pleafure in the death 
of the wicked, hut that the wicked turn from his way and 

^ ndrra neint n,et\ VfayfMtiiVirai ^fo;^ art ifJMi aVaXAa^at xo^* 
^itfif Kctl rtfjivpiat, Chryf, totn. 8. p. 1 00. 

^ Nos vim Deo facimus iniquitatibus noflris ; nos nolentem 
ukifci cogimus. Beus enim pius et mifericors ell, et qui neminem 
▼el it peri re, vel Ixdere^ &c. Salv, lib. 5. ct 8. 

live^ 
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/rue. I call heaven to record this day againftyouy that I ^ E R M. 
havefet life and death before you^ therefore choofe life. ii. 
He doth not affli3 willingly^ nor grieve the children of^^^^ ^^ 
men. He would have attmen to befavedy and to come 19- 
U the knowledge of the truth. He would not have ^«y wS?d"i.' 13! 
^rijh^ but that aUfhould come to repentance. He made 
mideathy nor hath he pleafure in the deftrudHon of the 
living, God then, if we may believe him, is not the 
firft author of our calamities. Who then ? He tells us 
\in&lf : O I/raely thou haft deflroyed thyfelf: thou hafl^o{. xiii. 9. 
fallen by thine own iniquity. Your fins have withholdenf^[ v." 25. 
food things fromyou. Our iniquities like the wind have}^ ***^' ^• 
kitenus away. How often would I have gathered you, Matt. xxUi. 
hit ye would not I The defigns and the endeavours of ^^* 
God do tend to our welfare and falvation ; it is our 
will and our adlions which only procure our ruin : 
It is we, that (as the wife man faitn)^^^^ death in M^s»p.i.5. 
error of our life ; and full upon our own f elves defiru£Hon. 
So that, to conclude this part of our difcourfe, even 
tbfe paflages of providence, which at firft glimpfe* 
appear moft: oppofite or difadvantageous to the good- 
oefeof God'', (or to our opinion and belief concerning 
it,) do, being well lifted, no wife prejudice it, but ra- 
ther ferve to corroborate and magnify it. 

I ihall only farther briefly touch (or rather but 
Daention) the ufes and efFedls, to the producing 
which, the confideration of Gk)d's goodnefs, in fo 
inanifoldways declared, fhould be applied, 

I. It fhould beget in us hearty love and reverence. 
toward God, in regard to this attribute fo excellent 
^ amiable in itfelf, fo beneficial and advantageous 
to us. What can we efteem, what can we love, if fo 
admirable goodnefs doth not afFedl us ? How prodi-^ 
cold and hard is that heart, which cannot be 



St. Cbryfodoin in divers places doth iniift upon the goodnefs 
« God in making and threatening hell itfelf. 

T^5 S*9i>^[aq ov% t>MrlQ9,v w yilifiK «wtl^« hUwTiv avTM tw «y«- 
^^«, ace. 'A.^^. f'. 

warmed 
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8 B R M. warmed and foftened into affeftion by fo rtielting a 
II. confideration ? 

2. It Ihould produce, a$ grateful fenfe in our 
hearts, fo real endeavours of thankful obediencer in 

Col. I. IP. our lives. It Ihould make us walk worthy of God ^ to 
all welhpleafing, bringing forth fruit in every good 
worh\ taking need of doing as did Hezekiah,*of 

2 Chron. whom it is faid ; that he rendered not according to the 

XXXII. 25, i^^gjip ^g^^ j^fQ him y for his heart was lifted up ; there- 
fore was wrath upon him ; that we may not have that 

i>c«t9«ii. expoftulation juftly applied unto us : Doye thus requite 
the Lord^ Ofoolifh people and unwife ? 

3. It ihould eng^e us the more to fear Grod; 
Hof. ill. 5. com|rfying with the Prophet's admonition ; Fear the 

Lerd and his goodne/s. 0>nfidering that intimation 
Pfai. cxxx. of the Pfahnift ; There isforgivenefs with thee^ that thou 
^ may eft he feared \ obferving that advice of Samuel, 

I Sam. xii. Only fear the Lord, andferve him ; for confider what 
*^ great things he hath done for you. For that indeed no- 

thing i» more terribk, than goodnefs flighted^ and 
patience abufed. 

4. It fhottld humble, afliame, and grieve us, for 
having crofled and offended fuch exceeding goodnefs 
and mercy. It (hould caufe us greatly to deteft our 
iins^ which^ lie under fo heinous an aggravation, to 
bt deeply di^eafed with our&lves, who have fo un- 
worthily committed them. 

5. It fhonld therefore render u§ wary and vigilant 
againft the commiffion of any fin ; that is, of incur- 
ring the guilt of fo enormous ingratitude and bafe- 
Def&; making m cautious of doing like thole, of 

Neh.ix.25,whom^ It is confeiled in Nehemiah ; They did eat, and 
* * W9r9filhdy and delmhted themfehes in th^gremt good- 

nift ; neverthehfk they were difohedient, and ratted ' 
againft thee, atid cafl thy laws behind their bach 

6^ It (hould alfo breed and nourifli in us faith and 
hope in God. For what reafon can we have to dif- 
trgft of fo great goodnefs ; that he will refufe to help 
us in our need ; that he will fail in accompUiSiaient 

of 
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(4 bis pfunife ; lliat luc will withhold what is conve^ 6 b r m. 
nmt m ua ? It fhould prrfcrve us fuom dcfptir. n. 
What tepaptation can we have to defpair of mercy, ^.^ ^^^^^^ 
if wc iiegrtily repent of out mifdoings, and fincerdy^Thcod:' 
cftdegvQur to pleafe him ? *• ^'"•^^;i. 

7, It Ihould upon the fame accQunt excite U8 tOmcctfufc." 
a fi^ and conftant exercife of all devotions. For Matt. vii. 
why ihould we he ihy or fearful of entering into fo 
friendly and favourable a prefence ? why ihould we 
bf l^dokward from having (upon any oceafioQ or 
Q§fd) % itCQurfe to him, who is (b willing, io deiiFous, 
f^ 0e^y to do us good ? what ihould hinder u& froofi 
delight^ in qblations of h}effing and praife unto 
him ? 

9« It ought tQ render us fuhmiifive, patient, and 
cootctnted under God's hand^ of corredlion, or trial, 
at Icaowiag that it cannot be without very juft caufe^ 
thftt (bch goodnefs ieemeth difpleafed with us; that* 
we 4re the chief cau&s of our fuflfering, or our want ; 
fk tbs^t we ctn have no good caufe to repine, or 
complain: for, Wberefon dqth the living man comfhunf Lan. m. 
Jm^ a maH{i\j£t^) for tbepumjhmen^ of )usfim ; fince ?^* 
it lA ow fim. th0 fpithiala good things from us ; finceJer, v. 25. 
alfe^ we gonfiderifig this attribute niay be affured, 
thst 411 God'a difpenfations do. aim and tend to our 
gwd. 

9t It ik)uld alfo, in gratitude toward Grod, and 
imiu^on of hitn, engage us to be .good, kind, and 
bountiful, peaceable, s^nd apt to forgave \ meek andl 
gfOtby pit^uJ^ and ^eiSlionaite tc^ward our brethren. 
To h^ood and merciful, as our heavenfy Fatkar is men^ piu a. 
dful and benign even toward the wicked and ungrate- ,^johL'iri. 
ful; to be kind unto one another, full of howelsy for^if>- 
giving one another, as God for Chrijfsfake hath for-^^^'^^^* 
given us. Eph.w.3*. 

10. LafUy, we ought to have an efpecial care of 
perverting this excellent truth by miftakes and vain 
prefumptions ; that we do not turn the grace of God i^^^ 
mtowantonnefsy or occafion of licentious practice. Be- 

caufe 
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3* ^f ^^^ Goodnefs of God. 

s E R M.caufe God is very gcxxl and merciful, we mufb not 

II. conceive him to be fond, or flack, or carclefs ; that 

he is apt to indulge us in fin, or to connive at our 

prefiimptuous tranfgreffion of his laws. No ; t-m- 

ra,i T^ iyoL^^y i dyoAovy ti fAKrovovfi^lay {the hatred Oj 
wickednefs is confequent upon goodnefs even asfuch^ as 
Clemens Alexandnnus faith,) God, even as he is good, 
cannot but deteft that which is oppofite and pFeju^i* 
cial to goodnefs ; he cannot but maintain the honour 
and intereft thereof ; he cannot, he will not endure 
us to difhonour him, to wrong oiu: neighbour^ to 
fpoil ourfelves. As he is a fure friend to us as his 
creatures, fo he is an implacable enemy to us as im- 
P(ai,xi.5. penitent rebels and apofkates from our duty. The 
wickedy and him that loveth violence y his foul hateth. 
As he is infinitely benign, fo he is alfo perfeAly Ao/y, 
Hab. i. 13. and of purer eyes than to behold iniquity. He is not a 
God that hath pleq/ure in wickednefs^ neither fhall evil 
Pfai.v.4. dwell with him. The foolifh fhall not fiand in his fight \ 
Pfai.zzxiy.^^ hatcth all workers of iniquity. His face is againft 
'^* them that do evil. Finally, as God is gracious todll 

fuch.aa are capable of his love, and qualified for fats 
mercy;: £3 he is an impaitial and upright Judge, v4iO 
wiU (kal with men according to thdr deferts, accoisd- 
ing: to the teneur of his laws and ordinances ; ao 
cording to his immutable decree and word: fo thalf 
as we have gisatreafon tctruft and hope in him^^fo 
we have no true ground to prefume upon him; viUd- 
ly to trifle, or infolently to dally with him. 

But I leave this point to be farther improved by> 
your meditations. 
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SERMON m. 



The Doiftrine of Univerfal Redemption ailerted 
and explained. 



I Tim. iv. lo. 



The living God ; who is the Saviour of all men^ 

efpecially of thofe that believe. 

X HERE ide two points of doftrine here plainlysERM. 
aflferted b^ St. Paul, which I Ihall endeavour to m. 

explain, and to apply : one, * that Grod is the Sa- - 

viour of all men ; another, that he is peculiarly the 
Saviour of the feithful. For the firft, 

God in many refpeds may truly be conceived and 
called the Saviour of all men ; for the ^oxA/ave doth 
in a lar^e acceptation denote the conferring any .kind 
of good ; as implying a removal of need, or indi- 
gence. Whence God is the Saviour of all men^ as thePfai.xxxvi. 
univerfal preferver and upholder of all things in their qm xranfl. 
being and natural ftate, asit is in the Pfalm: Tiioi^, and the 
Lord^favejimanandbeqft, or, as the general benefac-^^jj^'' 
tCMT, who is good to ally and whqfe mercies are over all^^x. cxiV. 
Itts works ;. who maketh his fun to rife upon the good\ii^^^^ ^^ 

45- 
mfy&uf i^turarof, Na%. Orat, 26. 
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34 2Ti^ Do£irine of Univer/al Redemption 

s £ B. M. and hady rains upon thejuft and unjuft^ is kind ami be- 
lli, nign even to the ungrateful and evil : or, as the com- 
jT" — mon affiftant, protestor, and deliverer of all men, who 
^' ^' in need or diftrefs have recourfe unto him for fuccour 
and relief, according tq \yhaft is fai^ in the Pfalms ; 
Kai ix. 9. Xhe Lord is a refuge for the opfrejfed, a refuge in times 
ci^.7,ic.o/^ trouble. The Lord is nigh unto all them that call 
cviu}s,8Lc.^^Qfj i^i^i^ y^^ ^^ig^ j^^^Q fig Zor^ in their trouble^ 

ao/"' ^^* and hefaved them out of their dtftreffes. 

In thefe kinds oi fenfe^ elpecially refpe<5ting natu- 
ral and temporal good, it is manifeft that Gdd is the 
Saviour of all men. But that he is in this place termed 
fuch in a higher fenfe, with regard to mercies and 
bleflings of a more excellent kind, and greater confc- 
quence, (to mercies and bleflings of a fpiritual nature, 
and relating to the eternal fkate of men,) may from 
feveral considerations appear. 

I . For that according to apoftolical ufe the word 
Saviour y Save, Salvation, are wo^t to bear an evan- 
gelical fenfe, relating to the benefits by our Lord Jc- 
fiis Chrift procured, purchafed, and difpenfcd, cqft- 
cemii^ the future fiate of men. 

th. For that queftionlefs St. Paul doth here int?^ 
€tod to be Saviour of the faithful in this higher fenfe^ 
and confequendy he means him in the fame fa^fe 
(although not in the fame degree and m^afuc^, er 
not altogether to the fame effects and purpofto) a 
' Sawour of all men. 

5. Pscaufe it is plain, that in other pbicea of Scrips 
tiiive, like' andl pa^kl to thift, fuch a fenfe is defignw- 
As, where, in this very Epiftle, we are ^ijoined t^pf^ 
xrva^\^y^.fofe aU mm, for thi& reafon \ For (faith St. Paul) tki 
is goed and acceptable before God our Saviour y wfe 
would have aHm^^fo hefaved^ and to came to tks hfM^ 
ledge (or acknovdedgment) </ the^ truth ; whete <r<iWJif 
lifAUMj,' the Saviour cfu^f feeoas to^ 4^ote the SafioWf 
of «^ as men, (that interpretation beft fuiting with the 
argunoent S«« Paul ufetb,) however it is expieii^d 
that God is, according to defire or intention, the^Ar 

viour 
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vicHK of all men, in reference to their fpiritual aridSERM. 
eteraai advantage; as willing that all men fhould m* 
embrace the Gofpcl ; which is farther mofl: evidendy — — 
confirmed by the words immediately following ; For 
there is one God^ and one mediator between God and 
men, the vian Cktift Jefus. 

4. Becaufe, according to the tenour of Scripture, 
and the andogy of Chriftiatf do6lrine, St. Paul's af- 
fertion thus interpreted is true, as our fubfequent dif- 
courfe may declare. 

5. I might add, that the living God in our text i Tim. i. i. 
moky very weU be underftood and expounded to be^TVni.i. 
our L«Qrd Jefus himfelf ; not only as partaking of the 10. iit. ii. 
dh^ine nature, but as exhibited in the Gofpel, the^^'i/j;*"* 
Word incarnate, who as fuch may feem commonly i Tim. iii. 
by St. Paul to be ftyled, God our Saviour; God mani- ^as xx. 
fefted in the flejh ; Go^, that fur chafed the Church with ^' . 
his own Mood ; Chrifty who is over all, God blejfedfor °"' *** 
evermore. However it from the premifes fe ftifficieht- 

ly apparent, that God's being the Saviour of all men 
doth relate unto our Saviour Jefu^'s undertakings 
and performances for the falvation of all men ; fince 
God in a fenfe evangelical is no dtherwife faid to 
fave, thao in concurrence with what Jefus did undcr- 
taki^ and plerform ; than as ddigning, ordering, ac- 
cepting,- profecutingj and accomplilhing our Lord's 
pefformaaces; Jefus being the conduit through which 
all evangelical mercies and bleffings are from God 
ccMive]^ and difpenfed to mankind. So that God 
beii^ the Savi6u^ of mankind, is either dir'eftly andEph.i.3,5. 
immediately, or by eqiuivalence and in confequence 
the fame with Jefus being the Saviour of all men. 

. That our Lord Jefos is the Saviour of all men ; or 
&at the hkA fignal of his feving performances do 
»theii^ natiire and their defign refpeift all men, as 
meant for, as* conducing and tending to all men's fal- 
HKtoB, yela and as in their own nature (fuppofirig 
Illei^'s due and poffible concurrence wifch them) ef- 
fe&ually ppodudfcive of their Talvation ; that, I fay, 

x> a this 
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36 Thi Doilrine of Univerfal Redemption 

SBRM.this ancient catholick point of doftrine (the which 
HI. we profefs to believe, when with the Church we fay 
in the Nicene Creed — Who for us men^ and for our 
falvation^ came down from heaven^ and the which par- 
ticularly our Church in its Catechifm, in the Mi- 
niftration of Baptifm, and in the Communion, doth 
moft eridently and exprefsly declare itfelf to em- 
brace) is very true, many full and clear teftimonies 
of Scripture do ihew, many reafons grounded on 
Scripture do prove ; the which we (hall firft touch, 
and then further both illuftrate and enforce the 
truth, by declaring upon what accounts, or in what 
refpetfts our Lord is the Saviour of all men ; as alfo 
by an application to practice, decl^ative of its ufe- 
fulnefs and fubferviency to the purpofes of piety. 
, For immediate teftimonies : 

I . Jefus is called the Saviour of the world ; who 

, was fent and came into the world to fave the world ; 

whofe chief performances were defigned and direfted 

John it. 4z. to the falvation of the world ; fVe have heard and 

i^john iv. ^^^^^ ^faid the men of Samaria) thai this is truly the 

John i. 10. Saviour of the world, the Chrifi, We have feen and tef- 

x^47!' '^' ^/>^ (faith St. John) that the Father fent the Son to be 

John V. ^^.the Saviour of the world, (that world, of which it is 

xvii. 31^* f^d. He was in the world, and the xvorld was made 

Rom.xiv. 'by Jiim^ and the world knew him not.) And, God fent 

aCor.v. lo.his Son into the world, not to judge (or not to condettin) 

the world, but that the world by him fhould be faved, 

(that worlds whereof a gteat part he in efFecft would 

both judge and condemn for unbelief and difobe- 

dience, he did come primarily upon intent to fave.) 

John vi.^51. And, The bread which Ifhalt give, is (faith he) nty 

2Cor.v.?9.^?^) which I will give for the Kfe of the world. And, 

^i^^^i^"!^ Behold (faith the Baptift) the Lamb of God, which tak- 

I John V. ' eth away the fins of the world. And, God was in Chrift^ 

" 9- reco7tciling the world unto himfelf, not imputing their of^ 

fences (faith St. Paul) to the world, which otherwife 

he exprefleth by f« ^fivra, by him fa reconcile all things 

unto himfelf. And, He is a propitiation not only for our 

fins. 
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finsyhutfor the fins of the whole worlds {the whole worlds s £ R. M. 
in contradiction from all Chriftians, to whom St. iii. 

John fpeakcth in that place of his Catholick Epiftle ; 

that xoo-juo? oxaq, of which he faith in that fame 

Epiftle, xoa-fjioq oAoc iv tw Trovupw xiTrxiy the whole WOfld 

tieti in ninckednefs.) In all which places that the 
world ac wrding to its ordinary acceptation (and as 
cvei^ toan would take it at firft hearing) doth lig- 
nify the whole community of mankind, compre- 
hending men of all forts and qualities, good and bad, 
bdievers and infidels, (not in a new, unufual fenfe, 
any fpecial reftraincd world of fome perfons, particu- 
larly regarded, or qualified,) will, 1 fuppofe, eafily ap- 
pear to him, who Ihall without prejudice or partial- 
ity attend to the common ufe thereof in Scripture, 
e4>ccially in St. John, who moft fi^quently applieth 
it as to this, fo to other cafes, or matters. 

a. The objedl of our Saviour's undertakings and 
intentions is defcribed by qualities and circumftances 
tigreeing unto all men. All the Tons of Adam are 
by difobedience in a loft condition, (loft in error and 
fin, loft in guilt and condemnation, loft in trouble 
and mifery ;) and. The Son of man (faith He himfelf) Matt. xviu. 
eanie tofave^ to diroXuKos, that which was loft^ (or what- "* 
ever was loft.) All men have fmnedy (faith St. Paul,) Rom. iii. 
and are fallen Jhort of the glory of God ; and, // is a * Tim. i. 
faithful faying J (faith the fame Apoftle,)^wJ worthy of^s- 
all acceptation, that Chrtft Jejus came into the world to 
favefirmers. God commended his love to us, thai we being Rom. v. 8. 
yetfinners Chrift died for us . All ipen naturally are|?|**^'"*'' 
weak, and wicked ; are in a ftate of alienation and en- 
mity toward Grod : and, Even when we were without ^m. v. ^, 
ftrmgthy in due time Chrifi died for the ungodly: fVhen^^' 
we^were enemies, we< were reconciled to God by the death 
(fhis Son: Chrift mcefuffered for fins, the righteous for » Pet- »". 
thi unrighteous^ AH men have fouls, and lives expcfed* * 
to mifery and ruin : and. The Sonfofman (fo he af-Lukcfc.5«, 
fures us) came not to defiroy, but tofave the fouls (or 
lives) qfnien, Thpfe propofitipns in form, refpecSling 

J> 3 ^ 
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38 The Doff fine of IJnivetfal Redemption 

3BliM.^'^ indefinite objeA, are according to vulgar ufe 
iji. equipollent tothofe, wherein the objedl is exprefled 

^univerfally. However, 

3. They are interpreted by others, exprefled in 

terms as general and comprehenfive as can be ; fuch 

I Tim. iv. as thefc texts contain : The living Gody who is the 

'®' Saviouf ofallmeny efpecially of the faithful^ (of all men 

iiniverfallya not only of the faithful, though chiefly 

xTim.ii.4,of them.) God our Saviour would have all men to be 

5> ^- Javed ; He is the mediator of God and men, voho gave 

Rom. xi. himfelf a ranfomfor all men; God hathjhut up all men 

Vcox.\.i^j^^^^ fi^9 /Aa:/ he mght have mercy upon all. The love 

1 5- of Chrift conftraineth t^^ judging this, that if one died for 

ally thfn are all dead ; ana he died for ally that they 

who live may not live to themfelveSybut to him that died 

Tit. ii. II. for them^ and rofe again. ' The faving grace of God hath 

appeared to all men^ (or the grace of God, which is fav-r 

ing to all men^ hath appeared, XisKpivy^ y! x^('^ ^^^ ^ 

Heb. ii. 9, O'WTifftoj w'aeriv avS-pAJ^Oif.) He tafied death (uTTEp wavToc) 

'^: . for every man. He is the true lieht. that enlijsrhteneth 

John 1.9. "^ -^ . ' ^ .7 7 7*'ixri • 1 ^ y* ' 

every man comtng into the world. Which propofitions 
do fufficiemly determine the extent of our Saviour's 
faving performances. 

4. Farther yet, to exclude any limitation or di- 
minution of thefe fo general terms, (at leaft to ex- 
clude any limitation in regard to aJl the members of 
the vifible Church, which are or have been incorpo- 
rated thereinto,) it is exprefled, that our Saviour's 
undertakings did refpeft even thofe, who (by their 
own default) might lofe the benefit of them, and 
who in effeft fliould not be faved. For, of thofe 
falfe teachers, who introduced pernicious herejies^ 'tis 
Pet, ii. 1. faid ^, that they denied the Lord who bought them. And 
1 Cor. yiii. gt. Paul implies, that by a fcandalous example a 
weak brother J for whom Chriji died, being induced to 
fin, might be d^royed. jUnd by thy knowledge Jhall 
the weak brother peri/h, for whom ChriJl died. And, 

?> Vae illis, qui auftprcm piroprias falutia ncgaverunt Amhr. K39' 
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Do mt ((aith He again) by tJty eating dejlroy him^ for s ■ R Mi 
wkm Chrift died. And, the Apoftle to the Hebrews m* 
i^ifies concerning Apoftates> that they do /r^^Ti/Z^j^^^^^ 
upon the Son ofGod^ and pollute the blood of Ghrtft^ by 15. 
which they arefan&^ed. "*^- "• *9- 

5. The fuppoiition thereof is the ground of duty, 
and an aggravation of iiil. 

Thus doth the Hdy Scripture in terms vfery di* 
reft and exprefs declare this truths indeed fo clearly 
and fully, that fcarce any other point of Chriftiah 
doArine csui alledge more ample or plaih tcftimony 
of Scripture for it ; whence it is wonderful^ that any 
pretending reverence to Scripture fliould dare (Upon 
confequences of their own deviling) to quefi^on it ; 
and many reafons confirming the fame may be de- 
duced thence. 

I. The impulfive caufe, which moved Grod to 
dcfign the fending of our Ldrd for to undertake what 
he did, is exprefled to be philanthropy % or love to 
mankind : But (faith St. Paul) when the kindriefs ^m/jit. iii. 4. 
W of God our Saviour unto man appeafed-^^-^^^ccord- JJf ^"^r 
ing to his mercy hefaved us. Godfo loved the wotldy '^<r^ 4^» 
ttUt he gave his only begotten Son^ God hereby cofnmends Jo\ini\\, 16. 
hs love unto usj that we as yet beihgfinners^ Chri/i died^om.v. s, 
for Us. It was not a particular fondnefs of afFedtion, ^^^^' "'^ 
(fuch whereof no particular ground can be affigiied 
or imagined,) but an univerfal -(infinitely rich and 
abundant) goodnefs, mercy, and pity towatd this 
eminent part of his creation funk into diftrefs and 
lamentable wretchednefs, which induced God to fend 
his Son for the redemption of mankind. ' 

2. God declares himfelf impartial (moft particu- 
larly) in this cafe ; that as all men in tegard td him 
i^and alike related^ and are in the fame condirioii, £d 
he proceeds with indifferent afiedlion, and upon the 
we tdrms with dU. He is equally the Lord ^M 

* Greg. Naz. faith of jBlian, hd tSto ^i^io-af X^trit, ot» ^»' mvrS 
•Wo. Mban, Or at. 3,2. 

D 4 Maker 
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H B & M. Maker of all men ; and all men are equally involved 
III. in guilt, and cxpofed to ruin ; upon which grounds 
St. Paul inferreui, that as to God's regard of man's 
falvation, there is no difference between Jews and 
Greeks ; and by parity of reafon there can be none 
between any other forts of perfons, antecedently to 
Rom.ii. II. God*s merciful intentions. There is (faith He) no r^- 
fpe3 of perfons with God, (as to preparing the capaci- 
ties and means, to propounding the terms and con- 
ditions of falvation, for about thefe he difcourfes ;) 
for, Is he (faith the Apoftle, affigning the reafon of 
Rom. ill. that affertion) the God of the Jews only, and not of the 
^m.x.ia. Gentiles? No: There is no difference (faith He) ofJevu 
and G%eekyfor there is the fame Lord of all , being rich 
(rich in mercy and bounty) unto all that call upon him ; 
that is by confequence fimply unto all ; for St. Paul 
implies, that God therefore provided that all men 
fhould have the means of calling upon him imparted 
to them; for that, howjhould they call upon him with-' 
outfaith\ and how fhould they believe without preachers ; 
and how fhould there he preachers, if they were notfent? 
Whence he infers (againft the fenfe of thofe Jews, 
with whom he difputes) that it was neceflary that 
the Apoftles fhould have a commiffion to preach 
Rom. ill, unto all. And, The right eoufnefs of God by the faith 
**' *^* of Chrift is manifefted unto all, and over all that believe ; 
for there is no difference ; for all have finned, and come 
Jkort of the glory of God : the relation of God is the 
fame to all men ; {Ht is the God and Lord of all) the 
ftate and need of all men are the fame ; there is 
therefore no difference, excepting that confequent 
one, which compliance or non-compliance with the 
conditions offered unto all doth induce. It is true 
in this refpeA, what the wife man faith, o nrdvrm ittr^ 

Stp. vi. ^ 9roT»if ifjLoiui ng^ovou trffi isoiynfav* He, that IS Lord of 

aiXfCareth (or provideth)/e>r all alike \ and what Cle* 
mens Alexandrinus fays, as to this particular, ^All 

CIm, Jkxand, Strom, 7. p. 301, 

things 
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ihrngs lie equally for all from God; Jo that no man s £ EH. 
can complain of him \ as partial to fome, and deficient iii» 
toothers. 

3. We may obferve, that the undertakings and 
performances of our Lord are for nature and extent 
compared with thofe of Adam, (who was tuVo? t« 
likiKKovTOiy a type of him that was to come.;) as Adam, Rom. ▼,14. 
being a reprefentative of mankind, did by his tranf- 
greffion involve all men in guilt, and fubjecft them 
to condemnation ; provoked God's wrath, and drew 
the effefts thereof upon us ; brought all m^n under 
the flavery of fin, and neceffity of death ; fo was our 
Lord the proxy of mankind, and by his performances 
in our behalf did undo for our advantage, wjiat the 
former did to our prejudice ; by his entire obedience, 
expiating the common guilt, fufpending the fatd 
fentence, pacifying God's wrath, reducing righteouf- 
ncfs, and reftoring life to all that would embrace 
them ; fo doth St. Paul at large (in the 5th chapter 
of his Epiftle to the Romans) propound and profe- 
cute the comparifon ; clofing his difcourfe thus : 
Therefore as by the offence of one man judgment came ^om,r. in. 
upon all men to condemnation ;foby the right eoiifnefs of 
one J the free-gift came upon all men tojuftification of life. 
As guilt, wrath, and death forementioned, were the 
fruits of what Adam did, falling upon all ; fo par- 
don, grace, and life, were (in defign) the efFedls of 
what c>«r iS/^-yiowr performed relating unto all. Yea, 
the fame comparifon St. Paul feems to intimate in 
his fccond Epiftle to the Corinthians, where he faith, 2 Cor.T. 
that ;/ one died for all^ then are all men dead ; that '^ 
is, Chrift's dying for all men, implies all men in a 
ftate of condemnation and fubjeAion to death ; and 
that inference fuppofes the performances of ih& frjl 
^d fecond Adam to be in their nature and primary 
cflFefts co-extended and commenfurate. The fame 
St. Paul feemeth in exprefs terms to fay. All men Rom- >»• 
^vefnnedj and are fallen Jhort (or are dejtitute) of the *^' *^ 
glory of God; being jii/iified freely by bis grace {or fa-^ 

vour) 
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« E KM. vour) by the redemption that is in Chrift Jefus. (All 
m> men are juftified, that is, according to God's favour- 
able intention and defign.) Yea, the very rcafon, 
why God permitted fin and death to prevail fo uni- 
verially is intimated to be his defign of extending a 
capacity of righteoufnefs and life unto all ; fo St. 

Rom.zi. Paul tells us: God hath ihut up all men under fin5 

3*' that he might have mercy upon all. And particu- 

, larly, that by virtue of Chrift's performances death 

is abolifhed, and immortality is conferred upon all 

1 Cor. XV. men, St. Paul mofl: exprefsly teacheth us ; For (faith 

*Tim.i. ^^) ^^ in Adam alldiey/o in Chriji Jhall all be made 

10. alive. 

I obferve that Profper® (an eager difputant about 
points allied to this) feveral times confeflfeth, that 
Chrifl: may be moft rightly affirmed to have been cru- 
cified for the redemption of the whole world, efpe-^ 
daily upon two accounts, for his true fufception of 
human nature, and for the common perdition of all 
men in the firil man ; we have touched the latter ) 
let us add^ that 

4. Our Saviour afifuming our nature, and partaking 

Phil. ii. 1. of our flefh, being made in the likenefs ofmen^ and found 

H.^?7*.v. V.'^^.^?^'^'^ ^^ ^ ^^^ » y^> endued with the paflfions and 

Gal. iv.V infirmities of man's nature, expofed to the tribulations 

and inconveniences of man's life, did thereby ally 

himfelf, and put on a fraternal relation unto all men. 

Heb. ii. H>Forafmuchj faith the Apoftle to the Hebrews, as chiU 

^^* ^^' '^' dren (iht children he means of the fame fiither, of 

brethren 5 as the tenour of hi« difcourfe makes evi* 

dent) are partakers of flejh and blood, he alfo himfelf 

likewife took part of the fame ; that is, gracioufly de^ 

%ning to become a brother to the children of men, 

he auumed all that was proper to man's nature. 

Aas xvii. God, faitk St. Paiul, made ira v t&i/(^tf avS'fwVwv^ the whole 

® Cum itaquc re£ti{fime dicatur Salvator pro totius niundi rc- 
dctnptiofic emcifixus, propter veram naturae bumanae fufceptio- 
irt», t\. propter commurrem in primo homine otnnmWi perditio'- 
nem, &c. Fnf Md Gail. t. $. 

nation 
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natim or race of men, dwelling upon the face of thes E RM. 
ei^k, of one blood \ and of that one blood our Saviour iii. 
was pleafed to take part, entitling us thereby to a con- 
fiinguinity with him ^ ; and it was a title of his, which Heb. u. n. 
he fecmed to affeA and delight in, the Son of man. 
He being fuch did fan<ftify our nature, by the clofeft 
conjun^Slion thereof to the divine nature, and ren- 
dering it more than a temple of the divinity ; he dig- Hcb. u. 7, 
nified it, and (as that Apoftle intimateth) advanced '^' 
it above the angelical nature by an alliance to God 
himfelf; he thereby not only became qualified toiTim.ii.5. 
mediate between God and man, and capable to tranf- 
aft that great bufinefs of man's falvation ; but was 
engaged, and in a manner obliged to do it ; for as 
he was a man^ he furely was endued with the beft of 
human affedions, univerfal charity and compaffion, 
which would excite him to promote the welfare of 
all ; as he was a man^ he was fubjeft to the common 
law of humanity, which obliges to endeavour the 
common benefit of men. As he was a brother in re- 
lation, fo he could not, he wopld not be otherwife in 
afiedion ; he is not to be conceived deficient in per- 
formance of the oflices fuitable to that condition. 
That good-will which he requires us to bear toward Matt. y. 44. 
all men indifFerenriy, good and bad, friends and ene-^asx.'st 
mies, he queftionlefs did bear himfelf in the higheft 
degree, and to the utmoft extent ; the general be- 
neficence, which in his converfation and practice he 
did exprefs, doth fignify how large his defires and in- 
tentions were in regard to the welfare of men; fo 
that we may thence well aver with St. Ambrofe: 
htcamationis Dei myfterium eji univerfafalus creatura\ Ambr. d« 
The myftery ofGo^s incarnation doth refpeS thefaU"^^^'^' 
vation of all mankind^ according to his defire and de- 
fign. 

' 'H fv^Xn^'K T?? <ra^xof »x %^'Kti Tor Xoynf fvo'ii Kv^top orra, ah- 
&c. Jtban, c, Arr, Orat. 5. p. ^Bj. 

5- We 
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44 The Do6lrine of Univerfal Redemption 

s E R M. 5. We are taught that our Lord hath by his/av- 

III. ing performances acquired a rightful propriety in, 

and a title of dominion over all men living ^ ; to 

him is committed the governance and prote<Slion of 

Apoc. xvii. all mankind, as the reward of what he did and fuf- 

Aftsx 6 ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^^^^' ^^ ^^ called the Lord of all men\ 
I Cor. ii. 3! and the head of every man. It is faid that all things by 
^^^}:. ^ his Father are friven into his hand, and put under his 

XXVIII.18. ^ , d . . 71 A yf 1 71 

Matt.xi. jeet \ thzt power ts gwen htm over all fief k\ that all 
John iii. 3 <• ^^^^^^^tH/ ^^ gi*^^^ him in heaven and earth ; all judgment 
xiii.3; ' is committed to him. Which privileges, rights^ dig-- 
Hcb. 11. 8. nities are declared to have been procured by the vir* 
John xvii. tue of his faving performances, and purchafed by the 
Phu. fh 9. price of his blood. • For^ to this end, faith St^ Paulj 
Pfai. ex. 7. Chrift both died and rofe again^ and revived, that he 
^'"*'^* might be the Lord both of the dead and living, (or 
I Cor. vi. might exercife lordfhip over both the dead and the 
Hcb. ii. 9. hving, ii/a ital v£xfwv xal ^wvrwv HUftiuVtj :) and, fVeofe 
not our own, (faith //i? again,)«;^ areboughtwith a priest 
and. We fee Jefus,for thefuffertng of death, crowned 
wkk glory and honour, that by the grace of God he might 
iafie deaihfor every man, (or, for the fuffering of deaths 
thali by God's grace he might tafte death for every 
Phil. ii. 8, tnaHi crowhcd with glory and honour; for there 
^poc V. f^^^^^t^ be fuch a trajecftion in the words :) and, jfife 
12. 'was obedient unto deathi even to the death of the crofs; 
therefore hath God exalted him^ and given him a name 
above every name. Subje<5tion then and redemption, 
as they have one ground, fo they are implied to have 
the fame extent ; as every one muft call Chrift Lord, 
fo he may call him Saviour ; therefore his Lord, be- 
caufe his Saviour. And fince Chrift hath got an au- 
thority over all men, a propriety in every man ; 
fince he hath undertaken to govern and protect the 
world, he queftionlefs, as a prince of inconiparaWc 

voifiKiv, Atb. Oraf, 3. in Jrr, $8$. 

benignity 
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benignity and clemency^ doth ferioufly intend andsERM. 
define the beft welfare of all his people ; it furely can- m. 
not be a finall benefit to the community of men, 
fktthey are his fubjefts; the objefts of his prince- 
ly care, and of his mercy.— KiftJara* twv eru/ix'jravTWv, Clem. 
" ^Q.' \ / f /. \/» Strom. 7. D. 

ix^ Twv /Lt£v, TwvJ' »• /fe takefh care of all^ which doth 
become him that is Lord of all ; for that he is indiffe- 
rently the Saviour of all^ faith Clem.- Alexand. 

6. We are commanded to pray, intercede, and^/i;^ iTim.u.i, 
thanks (indifferently) /or all men, even for heathens** 
and perfecutors ; as for the objefts of God's benevo- 
lent afFedtion ; whom he would have to befaved, and 
to come to the knowledge of his truth ; expreffing our 
charity in conformity to the unconfined goodnefs of 
God. Very good realon (argues St. Chryfoftom^*) 
there is why we Ihould pray for all men ; for if God 
doth will the falvation of all men, we, in imitation of 
him, fhoiild will the fame ; and if we defire it, we 
fliould pray for it. Upon which fcore the Catholick 
Church hath conftantly and carefully obferved this 
precept ; fo the learned writer de vocatione Gentium 
affures us * : Which law offupplicationy faith he, the 
devotion of allpriejts and of alt the faithful people doth 
fo ohferve^ that there is no ^art of the world , in which 
Juch prayers are not folemmzed hj the Chriftian people. 
The Church of God doth therefore fupplicate^ not only 
for the Saints, and the regenerate in Chrifi, butalfofor 
all infidels, and enemies of the crofs of Chri/l\ for all 
idolaters, all perfecutors, all Jews, hereticks, andfchif- 



«iJx». CbfyfiJ. 

^ Quam legem (upplicationis ita omnium facerdotum, et om- 
nium fidelium devotio^ concorditcr tenet, ut nulla pars mundi fit, 
h qua hujufmodi orationes non celebrentur a populis Chridianis. 
Supplicat ergo ubique Ecclefia Dei non folum pro San6tis et in 
Chrido jam regeneratis, fed etiam pro omnibus infidelibus, et 
inimicis cruci» Chrifli, &c. 

maticks. 
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SBKU.matich. AndProfperhimfclf^: Setting afide, faith he j 
iiJ> that diftin6tiony which the divine knowledge contains 
within thefecret of his juftice^ it is moji Jincerely to he 
believed and prof ejfedy that God wills that ail menjhall 
hefaved\fmce the Apojtlej whofe fentence that is^ doth 
moft folicitoujly enjoin that which is in all the Churches 
moft pi^ujly obferved, that God Jhould be implored for 
all men. So doth he atteft the common pra<ftice, 
and declare the ground thereof. 

^. For which praAice, and for the confirmation 
of its ground, (Grod's ferious willingnefs and defife 
that men IhouLd be faved,) we have the pattern of 
our Lord liimfelf praying to his Father for the par- 
don of the worft of men, his Murtherers ; which ^ 
it demonftrated his charity toward them, fa it ar- 
gues that he was their Saviour ^ for that otherwife he 
knew they could not be in any capacity of having 
pardon. His praying for them implies the poifibf- 
lity of their receiving forgivenefst ; and fuch a pof5- 
bility doth prefuppofe a difpcjfition in God to grs^ 
it, and confequently a fatisfaftioii provided^ fiich' ds 
God Fcquires and accepts, and which fhall avail to 
their benefit, if toward the appHcation thereof they 
perform their parts. 

8, Indeed it is not eafy to conceive, how we call 
heartily pray for pardon, or for any other Ideifing, 
other fcM' oiirfelves or for others^ without fuppoiing 
Chrift to be our Saviour and theirs ; without fiippof- 
ing God placaUe and well addled toward us and 
them in Chrift, upon the account of his performances 
and fufferings in our and their behalf. We fxt to 
offer up all our devotions in the name of Chrift, and 
for his fake muft implore all mercies and bleffingy 

^ Remota ergo diforetione, quaiti* dWiita fckiilia> intra fecretum 
j^iflitiae fuae continet, iinceriilime credendum atque pvofiteodum 
efl Deum velle> u4 omnes homines falyi fiiaiH \ fiquidem' Apoilo- 
lus, cujus- ifta fententia eft, falicitiiiime pF8Koipit quod in omni- 
bus Ecclefiis piiffime €uiloditur>r ut Deo pio oainibu» bbminilyUi 
fupplicetur. FroJ, ad Ohj, Vincent. 2. 

firom 
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fcoia God ; which how can we do ferioufly and with s b r m. 
feith, if we may reafonably queftion whether Chrift's 11 r. 
merits do rcfpecft us, and confequently whether they ' 
can be available in our behalf ? I will, faith St. Paul^ 
that men fhould pray in every place, lifting up pure 
hands without wrath or doubting: which precept i Tim. n. 8. 
bow can any man obferve ; how caji any man pray 
with,, c^ipr^efe and confidence of niind, who is not 
affived that Chrift is his Saviour, or that God for 
Cbl§illiS f<4^Q i* difpofcd to grant his requefts ? But 
ji^^pOJII^ w^ may be obliged tq profecute fomewhat 
i^^-j^ ^b^ application. 

j,cp. jgith^r QW Saviour's performances do refpecSl 
^ll^R, pr fpme men (the far greateft part of men) 
# fta^ iipon no o.ther terms, than thofe of the firft 
ci^^iojl^ Cff r^th^r of the fubfequent Upfe and con- 
^[{efQpi^tiw \ being fubjecJV to an extremely rigorous 
^i?i^ wdtap infallibly certain guilt, and confequently 
tt. ^i^vit^W^ punifiiment ; being utterly fecluded 
feors ^ c;apacij^y of m^rcy, and having no place of 
i9pe5*ai^Q^ kft unto them» (the pUcQ of repentance 
tn^ifig. ^ i©oft figoal part of Chrift's purchafe ;) fo that Aas ▼. 31. 
i£:«ay ibch mw Ihould^ according to the proportion J;"]"* ™^' 
erf his. light and ability, perform what is agreeable to 
Qs^'s few, doing wh^t is, poffible to him (this may 
^ fiippofod, for whajt is. poflible to a man he may 
cto^ \^t is p<;tfSble. is poiSble) in order to his falva- 
tie©*, be notwitihftanding IhoiUd be.incapable of any 
mi^^ feypwr, pr acceptance. But, befide that it is 
cspfefsly £w4,, that Q^ld did^w/ up all men under ftn^ Rom. xi. 
i\<kt he: "Wgkt hfi^ihe mercy, tipon all% and that we are^*' 
pbi©Jjp^lipugJ>it\fQrmjed, that our Lord did reverfe the 
firii felftl ii^tQWe, and hath,, as the mediator between 
God 2^ Oian,. evacuated all former covenants by 
^ftabHihinga^ vmiQxx^y (for if any former covenant had^^^- ▼»"• 
k^goody the^e had beennoplace fought for a new one^ ^ , 
a$ tW Apaftie to the Hebrews difcourfeth) — bcfides 
^Qffi^iS^^^ ai^d bel^de that fuch fup- 

pofitioM Ho not well liM ta the nature, of God, and 

do 
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SERM.do not well conlift with the tcnour of his provi- 
III. dence; God pofitively and vehemently difclaimeth 
Aas xvii. this rigour or proceeding ; he both under Law and 
Ezck xviii ^^^P^' declares himfelf ready to admit any man's re- 
xxxiii. ii.'pentance ; yea, earneftly invites all men thereto ; yea, 
J^^j,^^^j?'g^* grievoufly explains and expoftulates with men for 
Rom. \\. 4! not repenting ; yea, not only fays it, but fwears it by 
his own life, that he delires any wicked man fhould 
do it; he ftrongly afferts, he earneftly inculcates, 
he loudly proclaims to all his readinefs to pardon, 
and his delight in (hewing mercy ; the riches of his 
aCor. Tiii. goodnefs, and forbearance, and long ^fuffering. He 
Matt XXV declares, that he will exaA an account of men^ ac- 
25. * ' cording to proportion, anfwerable to their willingnefs 
to do what they could ; and to the improvement of 
thofe talents (thofe meafures of light and ftrength) 
Luke xix. which they had, or might have had ; that whoever is 
17. XVI. 10.^^ Ixx^tfu) 7r»ro?, faithful in ufing the fmallefi: power, 
(hall be accepted and rewarded. He reprefents him- 
Aasx. 34-felf impartial in his judgment, and acceptance of 
I Pct.i.i7.j^gj^»g perfons and performances; any man, in any 
nation, his fincere, though imperfeA, piety and 
righteoufnefs being acceptable to him : the final 
ruin of men is not imputed to any antecedent de- 
feat lying in man*s ftate, or God's will, to no obfta- 
cle on God's part, nor incapacity on the part of 
man, but wholly to man's blameable negle<ft, or wil- 
ful abufe of the means conducible to his falvation : 
no want of mercy in Grod, or virtue in the pailion of 
our Lord are to be mentioned or thought of ; infi- 
delity (formal or interpretative) and obftinate im- 
penitency, difappointing God's merciful intentions, 
and fruftrating our Lord's faving performances and 
endeavours, are the fole banes of mankind ; Here 
Johniii.19. (faith our Lord) is the condemnationj that light is come 
^ n ▼• 34» '^^^Q fj^g world y and men loved darknefs rather than lights 
Matt, xxiii. hecaufe their deeds are evil. And, I /peak the/e things^ 
*'' that ye might hefaved\ hut ye will not come to me, thai 

yermght have life. And, How often have 1 willed to 

gather 
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gather thy ckildren, as a hen gathers her chickens under s e r ^r^ 
her wings y hut ye would not? Of the Pharifees and m. 
lawyers our Saviour faid, that they defeated the courifel~ T^ 
of God tovoard themfelves^ (tj^tTTio-av ti} v PaAiiv 0i8 u% lau* 30. 
«V,) the counfel of Godj who defigned to bring them 
i(i repentance' by the inftrucftion and exhortation of 
St. John the Baptift. Out Saviour invited many to 
the participation of the Gofpel {that great feajt offati^^^iLXf. 
things to all people f as the Prophet Ifaiah calleth it ;)^* 
but they would not come, faith the teifct : he ite^ 
rated his meflage, but they carelefsly neglecting it 
(fl^fXYiVavrec) went away J one to his farm, another to his^^^ ^xn. 
merchandife, and the reft took hisfervants, and intreatedutt, xiii. 
thenrjpitefullyy and flew them. The Jbwer (our Lord) 37> ss* 
did fow in the fteld (the world) the good feed of hea- 
T^ly truth ; but fome would not admit it into their 
hcaifa or hearts ; from others temptation bare it 
a^ayj in others worldly cares and defires choaked 
it^'6ur Lord fpake the moft convincing words, fuch-'^hn vii. 
as'^nd man ever fpake, fuch as drew publicans ^ndt^',\x'^z! 
Mftlots into the kir^dom of heaven ; he performed ^*"- ^**' 
^toft aftonifhing works, fuch as neiver the like wereidhnvu. 
wiky which were fufficient to convert Tyre and Si* j^^^^ ./ 
dOn; yea to have preferved Sodom, but without ef-xii. 43.* 
feft ; fach were the invincible obftinacy, the grofs ^"^^ *^*- 
fttipWity, the corrupt prejudices, and perverfe affet-Matt. xiH. 
ticms ot his auditors and fpe<9:ators, upon which \^ ""*• 
c^iife our Lord chargeth the inefficacy and unfuc- 
ccfsfulnefs of his endeavours for their lalvation. * 3a 
doth St. Stephen call the Jews, unto whom the Gof- 
pel was offered, hard-necked, uncircumcifedin heart tf»d?Aasvii. 51^ 
wrj; fuch as did always reftft the Holy Spirit. Sit. Paul ^e,^ **""'"* 
avjes the fame cbaraiSter of them, and affigns the 
«tiie caufe of their rejecting the Gofpel. And of 
the Jews of Antioch it is faid, that they did thnf^AetsxnL 
^aythe wird offalvatton^judging thmfelves urtworihy 4^^*' 
^,efyerlafting life, C^^^ ^s, dilijaining to embrace the 
overture of evertaiting life made unto them.) And^ 
J^fpifeft th^ti the r&h^s^f^o^s goodnrfs'^ Jihd f^rhsat^^^ n.4- 
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s E R yi.ance^ andlong-fuffering ; being ignorant that thegoodnefs 
III. ofGodleadeth thee to repentance? So St. Paul expof- 

tulates with the incredulous Jew. And, Ho^Vy faith 

Heb. ii. j. the Apoftlc to the Hebrews, Jhall we efcapCy if we 
negleitfo great falvation? So do our Lord and his 
Apoftles ftate the reafon of men's mifcarrying in this 
great affair ; fignifying all requifite care and provi- 
fion to be made on God's part for their falvation; 
and imputing the obftrudtion folely to their volun- 
tary default of compliance with Gk)d in his conduct 
and management thereof. 

Neither are the dealings and declarations of Grod 
toward thofe who lived under the Law and Prophets, 
impertinent to this purpofe; they are apphcable upon 
confideration of panty in reafon, or likenels in cafe. 

What remonftrances concerning the gentlenefs^ 
kindnefs, and equity of his dealings, what exprobra- 
tions of their ftubbornnefs and ftupidity Grod did 
anciently make to Ifirael under that particular dif- 
penfation, (which yet in tendency and in reprefenta^ 
tion may be deemed general,) the fame he might 
now ufe toward all mankind, under this iimverfal 

pfai. ji. 8. (economy y wherein God hath given to his Son^ the hea^ 
then for his inheritance ^ and the utmofl farts of the earth 

Apoc. xi. for his pojfejpon ; whereby all the kingdoms of the world 

'^* are become the kingdoms of the Lordy and his Chrifi; 

which hath ere6led an unconfined kingdom of grace; 
to which all men in defign and of rignt are fubjecft ; 
in refpecft to which every nation is in obligation and 

ifa. V. 4. duty become the people of God. ffhat (faid God 
to them) could 1 have done more to my vineyard than I 
have done? Wherefore^ when Hooked for grapes ^ did it 

Kaaxy!?; ^'^^S /^^^* ^^'^^ S^^P^^ ^ If^^^h itiou haft deftroyed 

Rom. x! thyfelf\ but in me is thy help. I have fpread out my 

Jet. vu. j^ hands all the day long to a rebellious and gainfaying peo^ 

pie. Ifpake unto you rifing up early andfpeaking^ but 

^y »• 24>^^ heard not ; / called^ but ye anfwered not ; / have 

called^ and ye have refufed*, I have firetched out my 

handy and no man regarded. But ye havefet at nought 

all 
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dtt vq cwr^elj and would none of my teproof. When SEAM. 

Icdkdjye did not anfwer ; when I /pake, ye did not iii. 

iftar; but did evil brfore mine eyes^ and did choofe that ' 
wherein I delighted not. And, JBehold, their ear is un- \xyi, 4? "* 
drctmci/edy and they cannot hearken\ behold, the ^(>r^/Ezck. xii. 
df the Lord is unto them a reproach, they have no de- jcr. vi. 10. 
Mt in it. They refufed to hearken , and pulled away the ^<^^- ^"• 
fioulder^ andjlopped their ears, that they Jhould not hear\ "' '** 
Jta, they made their hearts as an adamajit Jtone, left they 
jhould hear the law, which the Lord ofhofts hathfent in 
Us Spirit. Which paflages, and many others of the 
Kke importance that occur, do imply the large ex- 
tent of Grod*s niercifiil intentions, and the compe- 
tency of the means, which God ^ords for the fal- 
vation of men ; tltait he wants no affecftion or incli- 
nation to fave them ; that he negledls no means pro^ 
per for effecfting it ; that he draws them into the 
way leading thither, by ferious and earneft invita- 
tion, dire<fts thefti by needful light and inftruAion, 
excites them by powerful arguments and perfua- 
fions; and as St. Ambrofe fpeaketh. Quod in Z)^oDcParad.8. 
fi^t, oftendit omnibtcs^ quod omnes voluit Itberare: God 
Jhewed to all, that ivhat was in him, he did will to deli-- 
v^(or fave) all men. Whence he may truly and pro- 
perly be called the BenefaAor and Saviour^, even of 
Aofe, who by their wilful malice or negledt do not 
obton falvation. For in refpeft to the fame favours, 
which are exhibited and tendered to them, he is the 
Saviour of thofe, who by hearkening to God's call, 
^d complying with God's delign ; by well uling the 
means vouchfafed, and performing the conditions re- 
quired, do finally attain falvation. 

If it be faid, that thefe tranfadlions do refer only 
to God's own people, or to thofe only, unto whom 

God pieced to difpenfe efpecially revelations of truth, 

^d overtures of mercy; that we therefore cannot 

^ '"m^i^ w j<f»wftl»tfr5rt«tnx*»— . Baf, in Pf. vii. 

B 2 thence 
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iE KM. thence infer any thing concerning the general ex- 
"I- tent of God's defign, or the virtue of Chrift's perform- 

" ^^^ ances in refpeft to all mankind ; we may to this 
fuggeftion rejoin, that by obferving the manner of 
God's proceedings toward them, unto whom he 
openly declareth his mind and will, we may reafona- 
bly colleft how he ftandeth afFefted toward others, 
and by what rules, or upon what accounts, he deal- 
eth with them ; taking in the analogy of reafon, and 
parity or difparit}' of the cafe. As to God's affec- 
tion, it is the fame every where, agreeable to that 
nature, which inclineth him to be good to all, and 

p{jd.cMXT. merciful over all his creatures j (as the Pfalmift tells us ;) 

^' unto which difpofition his providence yields attefta- 

A^xiv. tion ; for i% ifAd^rv^oif ip^Kiv iotMrlh dya^owoiSvy he did 
not leave himfelf'uoithout teJUmonyy doing good to all, as 
St. Paul tells us ; although he doth not difpenfe his 
&vours in the fame method, or difcover his mean- 
ing by the fame light, or call men to him with the 
fame voice and language. 

Neither was mankind ever left deftitute of that 
divine grace^ which (as the good writer de Vocatione 
Gentium faith) '^never denied it/elf to any ages, with the 
fame virtue, in different meafure, with an unchangeable 
counfel, and multiform operation. So in one place; and 
in another, ^There was always (faith he) difpenfed to 
all men a certain meafure ofmftru6iionfromabove,whichj 
although it came from a more occult and f paring grace ^ 
didyetfuffice tofomefor remedy, to all for tejlimony. 

Comparing the different ftates of men, we may 
fubftitute with St. Paul ^, for the law of revelation 

engraved 

^ Gratia Dei nullis fcculis fc ncgavit, virtute una, quantitatc 
diverta, concilio incommutabili, opcre multiformi. II. 5. 

^ Adhibita eft Temper univerfis hominibus queedam fupcni« 
mcnfura do^lrinae, quae etfi occultioris parciorifquc gratiae fuit, 
fuffecit tamen quibufdam ad remedium, omnibus ad tcftimonium. 
II. ij. 

* Rom. ii. 14^ 15. • 

— Nulli nalioni hominum bonitatis fuse dona fobtrakit, vt 

prophc- 
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cngra^ upon tables^ the law of nature written in s E ic M. 

men's hearts ; iov prophetical infirudiionSy the dilates of in. 

m/on; for audwle admonitions and rt^xoohy fecret " 

whifpers of grace, and checks of confcience ; for ex^ 
tra&rdinary inftances of divine power, the ordinary 
works of the creation, {hy which Gods eternal divinity kOs xIt. 
and power are difcemible \) for thej^^^Wand occa-*^* 
fional influences of providence, the common and con- 
tinual expreffions of divine beneficence ; then allow- 
iogfor the difparity (as to meafure of evidence and 
efficacy) in thefe things ; and as to the reft, the cafe 
is the fame. If one part hath means more clear and 
forcible, yet thofe which are granted to the other are 
not void of ufe or virtue ; by them all men in all 
places mayfeek Gody if haply they may feel him and find ^^^ xtH. 
him ; ye may (as St. Paul implieth) be able to know r^*^, j, ,g^ 
God, and induced to ferve him ; to thank him, and 20. 
to glorify him in fome meafure; in a meafure an-f^™*"'*^' 
fwerable to fuch light and ftrength ; no more dothRom-»-ai. 
God require, for no more will he reckon with them. 
If their helps be deemed more low and fcanty, their 
duty in proportion is lefs high, and their accounts 
will be more eafy. Enough certainly they have to 
cxcufe God from mifprifion of not having provided 
competently for them, to render them, if they do Rom. i. ao. 
not well ufe and improve it, inexcufable ; and what 
they have is an effedl of God's mercy procured and 
purchafed by their Saviour. But of this point we 
may have occafion afterward to fay more ; I Ihall 
now only add, that this fuggeftlon, well confidered, 
may afford another argument to confirm our doc- 
trine ; which is this. 

10. Hour Lord be the Saviour of all thofe to whom 
God's truth is declared, and his mercy offered ; or, 

if he be the Saviour of all the members of the vifible 



prophetical voces et praecepta legalia convincerentar in elemcn- 
^nim obfequiis^ ct tellimoniis acccpifTe. D0 Foe. G. i, 5. Rom. u 
19. 

E 3 Church ; 
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.8 £ R M. Church ; particularly if he be the Saviour of thofci 
III. who among thefe, rejedting the overtures and means 
"■ ' of grace, or by difobedience abufing them, lliall in 
the event fail of being faved, then is he the Saviour 
of all men. But our Lord is the Saviour of thofe pcr- 
fons ; and therefore he is the Saviour of all men. The 
ajfumption we aflayed to Ihew in the laft argument ; 
and many exprefs teftimonies of Scripture before-r 
mentioned eflablifh it ; the common ftyle of Scrip- 
ture doth imply it, when in the apoftolical writings 
to all the vifibly faithful indifferently the relarion to 
Chrift as their Saviour is affigned, an intereft in all 
his faving performances is fuppofed, the title of (r«- 
^ojtAf vo« and <rf(rw(rpfcvo4 (with others equivalent, of jtif-^ 
tifiedjfanSified^ regenerated^ quickened, &c.) are attri- 
buted. And in our text God is faid to be the Sa- 
viour chiefly rwy zir»f«v, of the faithful\ which word in 
its common acceptation denotes all vifible members 
of the Chriftian communion. And for its confirma- 
tion we adjoin; the Apoftles at firfl:, and the Church 
ever fince after them (except fome heterodox people 
of late) have ptofefled readily to confer holy bap- 
tifm, and therein to difpenfe remiflion of fins, toge- 
ther with other evapgelical graces and privileges, to 
every man profefKng his faith in Chrift, and refolu- 
tion to oblerve Chrift's law, upon this fi^ppofition, 
that Chrift is the Saviour of all fuch perfons, and by 
his falutary paflion hath purchafed that remiflion for 
them ; although the difpenfers of thefe graces could 
pot difcern what decrees God in his fecret provi- 
dence had pafTed upon them, or what the event 
ihould be as to their final ftate ; yea although ac- 
cording to the judgment of prudence they could not 
Jbnt conceive, that all fuch fhould not be faved, but 
that many of them fhould be of thofe, who (as the 
Hcb.x.3p.ApofUe to the Hebrews fpeaketh) would draw had 
' ^^•'•^* unto perdition, who (as St. Peter implies fome might 
and would do) would forget the purgation, which 
ihey had received of their fins. That in thus doing 

the 
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the Omrch proceeds upon a perfuafion that ChriftsBRM. 
is tra/jr the Saviour of all its vifible members, duly in. 

admitted and incorporated thereinto, the thing itfelf 

plainly fignifies; the tenor of its pra6lice makes 
palpable ; the forms of fpeech ufed in its holy admi- 
niftrations (of prayers, of facraments, of exhorta- 
tions) do fuppofe or exprefe. For how can each 
member fingly be afferted in holy baptifm to be 
wafhed from his fins, and fanftified to God, and 
made regenerate or adopted into the number of 
God's children, and made partaker of Chrift's death ? 
How can thankfgiving in the common name, in moft 
general terms, be offered up for Chrift*s faving per- 
formances ? Or the holy bread and cup be imparted 
to each communicant as fymbols and pledges of 
Chrift's charity and mercy towards him ? How can 
every Chriftian be irtftigated to obedience in grati- 
tude to Chrift; and thofe who tranfgrefs Chrift's laws, 
upbraided for their ingratitude toward him ; their 
rejefting, or renouncing, defpifing, or abufing him 
and his falvation ? How can fuch things be faid and 
done with any truth or confiftency ; yea without 
forgery and mockery, if every baptized Chriftian 
hath not an intereft in our Lord's performances ; if 
Chrift be the Saviour only of an uncertain and un- 
known part in the Church ? This confideration of 
the Church's pradtice hath made even the moft ve- 
hement affertors of St. Auftin's dodhine, (ftrained 
to the higheft pitch,) in the more ancient and mo- 
deft times, fully to acknowledge this pofition ; that 
Chrift is the Redeemer of fevery member of the vifible 
Church, as appears by this remarkable decree of the 
Council of Valentia in France, (confifting of the Bi- Anno 8511 
fliops of three provinces, favourers of Godfcalus's 
(pinions.) ^ We alfo do believe it mt^ firmly to he held, 
that all the nmltitude of the faithful^ being re^eneratedby 
water and the Holy Spirit y and hereby truly incorporated 

^ Item firmiffime tenendum credimus, &•. fupra. 

£ 4 into 
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3 E R M. into the Churchy and according to the apoJioUcal doSrtne 
III. baptized into the death ofChrifty is by his blood wajhei 

"from their fins. Becaufe there could be no true rege- 
neration, unlefs there were made alfo a true redemp- 
tion ; fince in the facraments of the Church there is 
nothing empty, (or vain,) nothing ludificatory ; but 
all thoroughly true, and fupported by its own very 
truth and fincerity. Yet that out of the very com- 
pany of believers and the redeemed, fome are eter- 
nally faved, becaufe by God's grace they faithfully 
abide in their redemption, bearing the Lord's fpeech 
in their hearts, He that perfeveres to the end Jhall be 
faved f and that others, becaufe they would not 
abide in the falvation of the faith, which they at firft 
received, and did rather choofe to fruftrate the grace 
pf redemption by evil dodlrine or life, than to keep 
it, do nowife arrive to the plenitude of falvation, 
and to the perception of eternal beatitude. 'Tis then 
a catholick and true dodlrine, that at leaft Chrift is 
a Saviour of all appearing Chriftians ; and fuppofing 
the truth thereof, I fay that by confequence he is alfo 
the Saviour of all men. For it appeareth thence, that 
the defign of our Saviour's performances did not flow 
from, or was not grounded upon any fpecial love, or 
any abfolute decree concerning thofe perfons who in 
event fhall be faved ; fince according to that fuppo- 
fition it extendeth to many others ; wherefore it 
proceeded from God's natural goodnefs, and com- 
tnon kind afFedlion toward mankind ; from the com- 
pafTion of a gracious Greatpr toward his miferabk 
creature, whence all men are concerned and in- 
terefted therein. Why God's merciful intentions 
were not explicitly declared and propounded to So- 
crates and Epidletus, as they were to Judas Ifcariot 
and Simon Magus, is another queftion, which wc 
may afterward in fome manner aflToil ; at prefent, it 
fuffices to fay, that the overture of mercy made* to 
fuch wretches doth argue God's kind difpofition and 
good intention toward all men ; fo it*did in St: Am- 

.; brofe's 
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bro/e*s opinion^; who fays, that our Lord ought serm. 
Mto pais by the man who fhould betray him, that iii. 
a/imen might take notice, that in the choice even ' 

of his traitor, he did hold forth a pledge or mark of 
all men's being to be faved. 

But the truth of this doftrine will farther appear 
by the declaration and furveyal of thofe refpedls ac- 
cording to which Chrift is reprefented the Saviour of 
men, as alfo by confidering how ufeful and conduci- 
ble to piety this doArine is, as miniftering grounds 
and obligations, encouragements and motives to the 
praftice of moll confiderable duties required from all 
men. But thefe things mull be referved to another 
occaiion. 

' £t ideo nee proditurum debnit practerire» ut adverterent om* 
nesy quod in ele^ione etiam proditoris fui fervandorum omniuno^ 
infigne praetendit. Amir, dc Parad, 8. 



SERMON 
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SERMON IV. 

The Dodrine of Univerfal Redemption affertcd 
and explained. 



I Tim. iv. lo. 

** 'The living God; who is the Saviour of all men, 

efpecially of thofe that believe. 

1 HAT our Lord Jefus is the Saviour of all men^SBR m. 
we have before from plain teftimonies of holy Scrip- iv. 
ture, and from fome arguments grounded there, 
affayed to fliew. The fame will be made farther ap- 
parent by confidering the refpefls according to which 
he is fuch ; and thofe we may firfl: confider gene- 
rally and in the grofs, then furvey- them more parti- 
cularly and diftiniftly. 

In general we may fay, that our Lord is the Sa- 
viour of all men, .for that he hath rendered all men 
falvahiles, capable of falvation ; and falvandos, de- 
figned to falvation. For that he hath removed all 
obftacles peremptorily debarring men from accefs to 
falvation, and hath procured competent furtherances 
to their attainment of it. For that he hath refcued 
mankind out of that dead and defperate condition, 
wherein it lay involved ; being the bread of God, who John ▼!. 33. 
hith defcendedfrom heaven, that h^ might give life ta the 

world. 
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8 E R u. worlds as he faith of himfelf. For that he hath per- 
IV. formed whatever on his part is neceflary or fit in or- 
der to falvation, antecedently to the acceptance and 
compliance with thofe reafonable conditions, which 
by God's wifdom are required toward the inflating 
men into a full and immediate right to falvation, or 
to a complete and adlual fruition thereof. He made 
the way to happinefs plain and paflTable: levelling 
Liikciii.5. the infuperable cliffs, and filling up the chafms, and 
redtifying the obliquities, and fmoothing the afperi- 
ties thereof, as the Prophet foretold ; fo that all men, 
who would, might conveniently walk therein. *Hc 
fet the doors of paradife wide open, fo that who 
Lttkeiv.is.pleafed might enter in; all the bonds and reftraints 
r«fSfi*" under which men lay, he fo far loofed, that any man 
'«^- might be free, who would concur to his own liberty 
and enlargement. All the protection and encourage- 
ment which was needful toward obtaining falvation, 
he afforded and exhibited to every one, that would 
embrace and make ufe of them. In refpe A to which 
performances he might be juflly efteemed and truly 
called a Saviour y although all men do not in effeft 
become faved. For the eftimation and denomina- 
tion of performances are to be grounded upon their 
own nature and defign, not upon events depending 
upon the contingent and arbitrary behaviour of men. 
As he that fireely dfifers a rich boon is no lefs to be 
accounted a benefactor and liberal, although his gift 
be refufed, than if it were accepted ; as he that 
opens the prifon is to be flyled a deliverer, although 
the captive will not go forth ; as he that miniflers 
an efieAual remedy, although tfie patient will not 
ufe it, deferves the honour and thanks due to a phy- 
fician ; fo is our Lord in regard to what he hath per- 
formed for men, and offered to them, (being fuffi- 
cient tQ prevent their mifery, and promote their hap- 

mfaf. 

pinefs,) 
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pipeis,) to be worthily deemed, and thankfully ac- 8 9 & M* 
kflowledged, their Saviour, although not all men, yea iv. 
a/though not one man Ihould receive the defigned "^ ' 
benefit. Accordingly we may obferve, that in thcAatxyL 
Scripture-ftyle, thofe perfons are faid to be faved,^^- , 
who are only in a way toward falvation, although J!rV2i«'f 
they do not arrive thither; and the means conduc-^^^^^jt 
ing to falvation are faid to fave, although their efFeft xai ii/47.* 
may be defeated; (r«^o|tx«vo4 and <ri(r«<r/ui«voi are terms ^^•""• 
applied to all Chnilians, and Chrift is o-wVac^ he tha^ Eph.ii. $. 
nath faved them; and faith is faid to have7&i;^^/J^™;^j;|; 
them, although fome of them axri Imfivira.v, have ^^- tu. iii. 8. . 
lie^ed in vain, or to no efFedl, forfakingand renoimc- '^ J^**' *"' 
ing their faith ; and haptifm faves them who partake a Pet. H-aa- 
it, although being wafhed, they return to their wal-» 
lowing in the mire. And as our Lord is fo termed a 5^- 
viour in refpeft to them, who are, by faith and admif- 
fion into the Church, put into a more near capacity of 
falvation, as St. Paul fpeaketh : syyuVfj ov »f,a«v n* cum^U 
JoTf £7rtr«u(rajM.£v, {Now is OUT falvation nearer thanwhenKom, xiu. 
we believed;) fo is he in refpeft of all thofe, who are "• 
in any capacity thereof, although a more, remote one. 

But let us now view more nearly and diftindlly the 
refpe<5ls in which he is a Saviour of all men, ov the 
particular benefits and advantages conducing to fal- 
vation, which by his performances accrue to man- 
kind ; for irdfAiroKv tiJv <r«THf /«v aTraVij xap*'^€Ta» rri a v- Clem. Alc«, 
^pwTOTUTi, In very many ways he hejloweth falvation^^^^* 
upon all mankind, as Clemens Alexandrinus fpeaks. 

I. Our Lord is the Saviour of all men, as having 
cflfefted that Almighty God (who upon great pro- 
vocations was jufl:ly difpleafed and angry with man, 
who had averted his face, and withdrawn his favour 
from mankind, whom our apoftafy and rebellion had 
rendered a flranger and an enemy to us) hath depofed 
his wrath toward mankind, hath conceived a kind 
affe&ion to it, doth caft a favourable afpe6l upon it; 
being throughly reconciled and made a friend there- 
to by our Saviour's mediation. This is, my hekved^*^^-'^^ - 
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6 E R M. Son J iv S ivSoKtKTdf tit whotfi I have been well pleq/ed^ 
IV. was the atteftation given from God to our Lord; the 
meaning whereof in regard to men, the holy choir of 
angels did interpret, when after the gladfome report 
Lukcii. icof his birth, {th^X, great joy ^ which Jhould be to allpeo^ 
^^' pie,) they fang, Glory be to God on high, on earth peace. 

Col. i. 20. good'Witl toward men. Which St. Paul farther de- 
iph. i. 10. clareth, when he faith, that by him iiSUncty God 
pleafed to reconcile unto himfelf all things, upon 
iCor.T. earth, and in heaven ; and when he faith, That God 
*^' was in Chrift reconciling the world unto himfelf y not im^ 

^m,y. 10. puting their fins. And, When we were enemies, (faith 
. he again,) we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son: When we were enemies, that implies God antece- 
dently to any man's converfion to have been appeaf- 
ed, and become favourably difpofed toward all men, 
or toward thofe whom St. Paul fpeaketh unto, as 
men ; fo the reafon of the cafe doth import, and io 
the analogy which St. Paul immediately after pro- 
pounds between the refults of Adam's tranfgreffion 
and our Saviour's obedience (as to provocation and 
reconciliation, to condemnation and abfolution, xs^ 
the intents of bringing death and life upon all men) 
doth enforce. Whence it is, that God declareth him-- 
felf now to bear an univerfal good- will to mankind, 
that he doth earneftly defir^ the welfare of all men, 
and is difpleafed with the ruin of any man ; that he 
iTim.ii. ^ould have all men to be faved, aiui to come to the 
z?et. ill. 9. knowledge of the truth, becaufe there is one Mediator 
between God and man; that he would not have any pe- 
Hcb. Ti ^^*rifh, but that all fhould come to repentance; this he af- 
firms, yea (for the confirmation of our faith and our 
xxxui. II. confolation therein) he in the Evangelical Prophet 
fwears it. As I live, faith the Lord, I have nopleafure in 
the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from 
his way and live. So far toward our falvation is done, 
God meets us half way ; he is reconciled unto us, it re- 
mains only that we be reconciled to him; that wc 
»Gciir.¥.ao. hearken to the embaffy from him: Be reconciled to Goi. 

2. Jcfui 
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2. Jefus is the Saviour of all menyhy fatisfying the s e r m« 
diwne jufticc, and repairing God's honour in their iv. 
teialf. The difloyal and ungrateful behaviour of " 

man had fo wronged, fo endam^ed, fo difhonoured 
God, (had fo abufed the goodnefs^ difparaged the wif- 
dom, flighted the power, impeached and flurred the 
authority of his Creator, had fo prejudiced all the 
rights and interefts of God,) that by the divine wif- 
dom it was thought fit, that he fhould not be reftored 
into a capacity of mercy and favour, without a fig- 
nal compenfation made, and an exemplary puniih* 
mcnt undergone, whereby the right of God fhould 
confpicuoufly be aflferted, his love of goodnefs and 
diflike of wickednefs fhould be remarkably demon- 
ftrated**, and every creature in heaven and earth 
fliould be folemnly admonifhed of its duty ; of the 
reverence and obedience it owes to the great Creator^ 
of the heinous guilt and horrible mifchief it incurs 
by oflfending him. Such a compenfation man was no 
wife able to make, or fit to undergo fuch a punifh- 
ment : our Saviour therefore, out of infinite pity and 
charity, did undertake both<^; by a voluntary con- Phil, h.^ 
defcenfion putting himfelf into the low and weak 
ftate of man ; fubje6ling himfelf unto that law which 
man was obliged unto, and fufFering the pains which 
man had deferved. This he was pleafed to do in 
man's behalf, and in our ftead ; and God was pleafed 
to accept it as fo done **. His incarnation (or ex- 
inanition of himfelf, as St. Paul calleth it) was an 
aft of that high duty and goodnefs, that it in vir- 
tue furpafled all the obedience, which all creatures 



Aoftfrof ^ ot ipS^wot tfxiTi fjutrec ret Iha md^fi fiif^civ, afiM^vihti 
xcu Nxpot' cbsKot Kecrcc rnf rov Tioyov ^faf/H9 elpardmf t^dtaroi xai of- 
^ofToi dii itafjUfovffHf, Athofi. in Jrian, Orat, 4. 485. 

^ ToTi ydf ^ ^»9»Tos, xal xarccpa sXt/iro, xeu ^ai(MHt xarii^x^yorro 
*ftt ihtyiAari^orro ^fiafj£tv6iJU9oi, not rh X^^pat^ev tu» dfAo^tZp rZ 
Ttwfu «ppoai}X«To, &c. Cbfyf. in Joban, i. 14. 

^H iwa^Q^ w»Mvaia rov aotrnfof ^afdm hvr^ ual nrl^iiff maan^ 
^«mip(a yiy^HK Atban. od Jdelfb, Ef. 

were 
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5 fe R lif. were able to render ; that it yielded God more fatiC- 
IV, fadltion and more honour than the joint endeavours 
VidcCyriii.^f ^ ^^ world could coufcr. His with fo intenfe 
inEph. charity and cheerfulnefs fulfilling all righteoufnefe 
1^3 ".^a1* did far more pleafe God, than all our moft exaft obc- 
MM^ r^» dience could have done ; his enduring bitter pains 
«r,&c!'^*'^d difgraces (confidering the infinite dignity of his 
perfon, his near relation and dearnefs to God, his 
perfedl innocence and redlitude, yea his immenfe 
charity, contentednefs and patience) more than coun- 
tervailed the punilhment due to the fins of all men.^ 
Such a payment was more than ferved to difchargc 
Eph.v. a. all our debts, (it ferved to purchafe an overplus of 
graces and bleffings ;) fo rich a price was more than 
Hcb. X. 10. fufl5cient to ranfom all the world from captivity; fo 
«. 12. goodly, fo pure, fo fweet, fo precious a facrifice might 
I Pet. i. 19. worthily expiate and atone all the guilts of men. 

Now if we enquire what our Saviour did redeem, 

Aug. in w.the confideration of what he paid may (as St. Aufliin 

tells) ^ help to inform us ; Quaritis quid emerit ? Fi- 

dete quid dederit^ et invent fe quid emerit. Doye/eek 

(faith he) what he bought ? See what he gave, and find 

what he hought. However, that as the value and fuf- 

ficiency of our Lord's performances, fo the defign and 

eflfedt thereof did reacn fo far in regard to man ; that 

his charity was no lefs extenfive than his performance 

was complete, for our good, the holy Scripture teaches 

John i. 29. us. For, He is the Lamb of God that taketh away the 

johnvi.5i^w ofthe worldy (faith the Baptifl:.) And, The bread 

(faith he) which I gave is myflefh, which I will give for 

I Johnii.a. the life of the world. And, He is a propitiation (faith 

St. John) /or ourfi7is\ and not only for our fins, but for 

I Tim. ii. 5. the fins of the whole world. And, He is the mediator of 

God and man^ who gave himfelf ( avTiXurpov uVej sdivrm) 

« a ranfom, in the ftead, and/or all men, (faith St. Paul.) 

Hcb. ii. 9. And, He tafied death for every one, (faith the Author to 

e!?\}i vioi 010V f^opoyitti^f e virtfano^tianvf, &C. CyrilL Cat. !$» 

the 
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die Hebrews.) And, He was that ane Man^ who, ass b km. 

itwras expedient^ did die for the whole nation of men. iv. 

Aad^ God was ifi him reconciling the world to himfelf^ ^^^^^^ 

not imputing their Jins. And, He came into the world, xyi". 14. 
not to condemn the worlds hut that the world might hy^^' ^^* 
him hjavedy (or freed from condemnation. ) And, ^s Rom. v. is, 
ly the offence of one man judgment came upon all men to 
condeninationyfo by the right eoiifnefs of one mercy came 
upon all to jujiification of life. The end we fee OT our 
Saviour's performances was, ^that he might wipe off 
the guilt of fin from all mankind, that he mignt re- 
verfe the condemnation pafled thereupon, and that 
he might remove the punifliment due^ thereto ; or, 
that, abfolving the firft man's fin, he might take it 
away from the whole race, (as St. Athanafius (peaks.) 

All men havejinned, and come Jhort (or are defliitute) Rom. ni. 
^ the glory of God; being jujiified freely by his grace ^ by *^' **' 
ike redemptiofi that is in Chrift Jejus. Chrift hath re- 9*^' "»• u* 
dumed us from the curfe of the law y being made a curfe^'^' ^' 
far us. He was bom under the law, that he might re^ 
deem thofe which were under the law. He that knew no a Cor.v. ai, 
/», was madeftny (was punilhed and dealt with as a 
finner,) that we might be made the right eotifnefs of God 
in him, (that we might be capable of being efteemed 
and dealt with as righteous by God upon this ac- 
count.) So that the refult is, divine jufbce being 
felly fatisfied, and the honour of God fully repaired, 
(in regard to all fins paft and future,) the mouth of 
vengeance being flopped, the claims of death and 
hell being evacuated, that general fentence of con- 
demnation (pafled upon all the fons of Adam) is fuf- 
pendcd. Death ceafes to reign by any jufl: power, or 
inevitable neceflity ; (it is, as St. Paul faith, abolifhed a Tim. i. 
^ abrogated as to any lawful right, or neceflary force '®' 
Jthathj) the rigour and feverity of that law, which 
fipon pain of death exacfteth moft punctual obe- 

you I. # F ^iencc. 
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s E H M. dience, (and which confequently doth expofe all mcft 
IT, to unavbidable condemnation,) is tempered and abat- 
ed, a foundation is laid for the Ihewing mercy, Mid 
Gai.in. io,g^'^^ri^g pardon. In refpeA whereto, 
la. 3. Our Lord is the Saviour of all mefiy as havmg in 

Rom.x.5. ^j^^ behalf of mankind tranfaAed and ratified a new 
covenant, very neceflary for, and very conducible to, 
the fj^vation of mankind ; whereby lalvaticwi is made 
attainable, and is really tendered unto all, upon fea* 
fible and equal conditions. According to the pur- 
port whereof upon any man (however ftaihed or 
oaded with the guilt of moft heinous tranlgreflions) 
lis embracing the overtures thereof, confenting fe, 
ind complying with the terms propounded therein, 
that is, nncerely believing, and feri&ufly repenting ; 
returning to God with hearty defires and earneft re- 
fohitions to ferve him ; God is ready to difpenfe 
mercy and pardon, and immediately receiveth the 
perfon into grace and favour with him; yea, the 
man continuing to perform a faithful, thougn iniper- 
ife<ft, obedience, an obedience fuitable to mart's na- 
tural infirmity and frailty, and proportionable to the 
affiftances aftorded him ; God farther promlftth to 
bellow ineftimable bleflings and rewards of j6y and 
happiiiefs. That covenant which the prophets im- 
plied of old, when, (befide and beyond what thfc 
ifa.i. 16. Jewijh law did import) they preached thus; Wafi 
^^ youy make you clean, put away the evil of your doings, 

ceqfe to do evil— Though your fins he asfcarlet^ theyfkall 
he as white asfnow\ though they he red as crimfonj ihey 
ifa. It. 7. fhall he as wool. And, Let the wicked man forfafte his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thought s, and 'let hki 
return unto the Lord^ and he will have mercy upon hnh, 
Eicj. xviii. and to our God , for he will abundantly pardon. And, ff 
**• the wicked man will turn from all his fins, that he ham 

committed, and keep all myflaiutes, and do that tefcV* 
is lawful and right, he fhall furely live, he fhall not die, 
{fb God in Ifaiah and Ezekiel declareth his intention 
to proceed with men, avowing that way of his to be 

tnoft 
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m& equal and hir.) This is that covenant whic^ our ^ £ k m. 
hotd cominanckd his ApolUes to declare and pro- iv> 
pound to all mankind ; Go j/e (faid he to them) into Mark xw. 
th whole iVQrJdy and preach the Gofpd to every crea- '5- 
We ; that Grofpel, according to which, as it is ex- 
prefled in St* Luke, repentance and remijftm ought to he Lu^c xxiv. 
Reached in. his name to all nations^ beginning at Jertcfa- ^^* 
m\ ia refpecft to which, St. Peter favs, that GodAa^r.^i. 
hah exalted our Lord to be a Prince and a Saviour y to 
grant repentance to Ifraely and remiffion offtns ; {to grant 
repentgneey that is, (as the Apoftle to the Hebrews 
and Clemens Romanus fpeak) fAiravoiag roTrov^ room 
for repentance, or capacity to receive pardon upon 
repentance 5) concerning which covenant that Clemens, 
(the fellow-labourer of St. Paul, and whom Clemens 
Alexandrinus calleth an Apoftle,) m that excellent, 
admirable, and almoft canonical Epiftle to the Co^- o«»^i*«r;«. 
rinthians, which (as Eufebius and Jerome tell us)^"^^*'' 
was anciently publickly read in moft Churches, hath*E,Ltrw«-«*f 
thefe remarkably full and clear expreffions s ; l,et usj g'^^'J,"'*'^* 
faith he, loakjtedfafily upon the blood of Chrifi, and let 
MS fee how precious to God his blood is j which being Jhed 
f^ ourfalvation^ did bring the grace of repentance tq the 
Vfiole world. Let us attentively regard all agesy and 
Q^irve that in every generation the lUord granted place 
^^^i^anc^ to them who would turn unto him. This is 
^^new and better ayvenant^^ablijhedupon betterpro- 
^f^s^ (cancelling all former, exceptionable, imperie^, 
Wd ineffecftual compa<fts, referring to man's intereft 
^d duty,) about which the Apoftle to the Hebrews Hcb.viii. 6. 
difcourfeth, and whereof he calleth our Lord the Me- j^; '^: /"j^*^ 
^tor and ^ponSor\ in regard to which St. Paul call-acpr.iii.^*. 
tth him. the Mediator between God and man ; plainly 
declaring all men to have a concernment and intereft 

**MA airrovj art ha vnit ^/bti r/jpay 0'wlupiaiy w^^^^t. %»rxi r J nUff^M ^i- 
***Maf X^^ vvifyiTicjy. 'AriMV^ftiy i»( ytawk^ mciffc^fy k^I x»rafAaBffAi9 
*Ti II ytf tai MM y%n^ firruwlotq To«roy i JWxi» o hc^OT%% To^ jS|{Ao/a»o»( 
'vtfjpci^Mii WW airit, Ckm. ad Corinth, 

F 2 therein ; 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



68 The DoSrine of Univerfal Redemption 

s K K M. therein; for this fuppofition he ufeth as an argument 
IV' proving God's univerfal defire of man's converfion 
1 Tim. H. 4, and falvation: Who would have all men to be faved, 
5- and to come to the knowledge of the truth For there 

is one God^ and one Mediator between God and man, the 
man Chrift Jejus. ** By virtue of which covenant it is, 
that any fuch degrees of love or fear toward God, 
fuch as men are capable of, are available, any righ- 
teous performances, fuch as our weaknefs can pro- 
duce, are acceptable, any honeft endeavours do re- 
ceive countenance and encouragement ; and that (as 
Aas X. 35. St. Peter obferved) in every nation he that fear eth God, 
andworketh righteoufnefs, is accepted hy him ; although 
his fear of God be not io intenfe, or pure ; his righ- 
teoufnefs not fo exa6l and unblameable, as, accord- 
ing to extremity of law and duty, they Ihould. be. 
From which covenant fo far is any man, according to 
God's intention and defire, from being excluded, that 
all men are ferioufly invited, vehemently exhorted, 
earneftly intreated to enter into it, and to partake 
the benefits exhibited thereby. Every man that feel- 
eth himfelf to want thofe benefits, and is defirous of 
mercy and eafe from the guilt and burthen of his fins, 
ifa. It. 1. may come and welcome. Ho, every one that thirjteth, 
come ye to the waters ; fo the evangelical Prophet pro- 
Johtt vii. claims ; and. If any man thirfieth, let him eome to me 
^* and drink, crieth our Lord ; and. Come to me all ye that 

a8, * ' are weary and heavy laden, and I will give you reft. 
(AiUTc TTfltvTf?, Come all to me : All men therefofe, laith 
Origen », who from the nature of fin do labour and 
are burthened, are called to that reft ; which is with 
2Cct.v.io,tht Word of God.) And, In Chrift' s name (faith St. 
Paul) we are ambajfadors, as though God by us entreat- 



Ads xvii 
30. 



^ Quo di6to ollenditur millmn hominem fecundam; natnram 
ede poilutum^ fed aequaliter omnes ad Ghn^ £lraRgdium proTO^ 
cari. Hier, ad Jug. Epift, 11. 

^ l\urr%% a* 01 AvS^ctfn'oi ^Ut r^v r?; eifia^iaf (fvvw xevM^vIif 1§ ^'f^ 
7ir/bc/ra( xa\oi}ilat iwi rwf «ra^ r5 ^oyat top dtov dmwmv^if,- Ofig' ^ 

itk: 
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ethwe prayyouforChriJFsfake^beyereconciled to God; s b R M. 
Ac purport of which cmbafly, together with its ex- iv. 
teatf he otherwhere thus exprefleth, rawv TsrscfayyiX'- 

Xn ro7s civBoci'iroig nrifn •nravrap^S fMiravoiTvy He now fro^ 

claimeth to all men every where that they Jhould repent ; 
he confequently holds forth to all the benefits an- 
nexed to repentance. But of this we fpake formerly. 

4. Our LordJefus is the Saviour of ailment as having 
purchafed and procured for them competent aids, 
whereby they are enabled to perform the conditions 
required of them in order to their falvation ; to ac- 
quire a fufficient knowledge of their duty, to fubdueEph.ii. 1. 
dieir bad inclinations and lulls, to withftatid temp-^^^^"ii*/* 
tations ; or briefly, whereby they are enabled fincere- 14^ >5- 
ly to repent of their fins, and acceptably to perform a coV.'^Vf 6. 
their due obedience. The truth of this point, taking ^t Pet. i. 19, 
in the confideration of man's natural ftate, may by**'" 
good confequence be inferred from the truth of the 
points foregoing. If men are naturally fo dead in 'o«'^ *•««''- 
trefpafles and fins,fo enflaved and fold under fin; «fJ^!X'^" 
fo very prone to evil, and averfe to good ; fo dark«'^»«'«^^c- 
and blind, that they cannot well difcern what they Max. Tyr. 
Ihould do; fo corrupt and weak, that they cannot ^'^•*»- 
perform what they know and confefs to be good, (as 
St. Paul affirmeth men to be,) and confequently are 
of themfelves indifpofed to perform the duties ac- 
ceptable to God ^, and requilite by his appointment 
toward their falvation, then either our Lord hath 
provided for them a communication of grace fuffi- 
cient to countervail or furmount that natural impo^ 
tcncy, or all his defigns for their good are imperSdl 
or inconfiftent, (aiming at an end, without proving 
wquifite means, or removing neceffary obfl:ru(ftions,) 
and his performances, whereby the forementioned be- 



^ Si Deus non operatur in nobis^ nullius poilumus eife partici- 
pes virtutis $ fine hoc quippe bono nihil efi bonum, fine hac luce 
nihil eft lucidpm, fine hac fapientia nihil fanum^ fine hac juftitia 
aihil reaum. Ik Fo€. Gmt. I. 8. 

F3 ncfits 
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s fi R M. nefits were procured, do prove ineflfe<Shial and fruk- 
i^. lefs. Pdr God being appeafed, and become well-rf^ 
fefted to man's falvation, divine juftke being fatisfied, 
the rigour of law being mitigated, repentance being 
made available, and an obedience, agreeable to man's 
fraiky, becoming acceptable, with all other the imme- 
diate Tefults ctf our Saviour's tranfadions for man, 
would ^gnify nothing in regard to him, who ftill litth 
under a neceffity of finning, or an inability 6f perform* 
ing that which is indiipenfably exafted from him to* 
ward a complete enjoyment of thofe benefits and fa- 
vours. In vain is the debt paid, and the bond can- 
celled, and the prifon fet open, and liberty proclaimed, 
and the prifoner called forth, if he be not himfelf able 
to knock off the fetters which detain him, and there 
is no help afforded, by which he may do it. But our 
XiOrd hath furely laid his defigns mcwe advifedly, and 
heath prdfecuted his work more perfe6Wy. Wherefow 
we may fuppofe that a competency of grace and fpiri* 
tual amftance is by virtue of our Saviour's perform- 
ances really imparted to every man, qualifying him 
to do what God requires, and is ready to accept from 
him in order to his welfare ; that our Saviour liatfc 
fertt abroad his Hdly Spirit, (that fountain of all true 
goodnefs, of all fpiritual light, ftrength, and comfort,) 
like the fun, to fhine, to warm, to difoenfe benign 
influences over the world ; although it -mineth not fe 
brightly and vlgoroufly, and its prefence is not fo vi- 
fible and fenfible in one place as another ; which 
Holy Spirit, as it is in its eflfence omniprefent, fo it 
is likewife in its energy inceflantly working (in rea- 
fcmable meafure, right manner, and fit feafott, as wif- 
T*r# Ji3i5» dom ordcreth) upon the minds andaffisdionsof *n^r 
^""""/TSf inftifing good thoughts and motions, impreffing ar- 
Tii/X! guments and motives to good practice, cherifliing 
^^^^"^"and promoting good purpofes, checking bad defigns, 
crcm?Aki.reftraining and reclaiming From bad courfes. Our 
Strom. 7. jeafon, however aided by exterior inftrudlion and ex- 
citement, being unable to deal with thofe mi^ity 
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temptations, oppositions, and difcouragements we ares£ ^.m. 
to encounter with, he hath given us a wife and pow- iv, 
criiJ fpirit, to guide and advife us, to excite ana en- " 

courage us, to reheve and fuccour us in all our reli- 
gious practice and fpiritual warfare. So that all de- 
liverance from the prevalency of temptation and fin 
we owe to his grace and affiftance. That to thefe 
purpofes the Holy Spirit is plentifully conferred upon 
all the vifible members of the Chriftian Church, we 
have plainly declared in Scripture ; it was a promife Joci n. 28. 
concerniiig the evangelical times, that God would^^"'*^' 
pour forth his Spirit upon all flelh ; the collation 
thereof is a main part of the evangelical covenant, Jcr.xxxi- 
(into a participation of which every Chriftian is ad- ^^^^ ^ 
mitted,) it being the finger of God, whereby God's 19. 
law is imprefled upon their inward parts, and en- f,^,*'* '''"• 
graven in their hearts, (as the prophets defcribe the^cor.m.j. 
effeds of this covenant.) And the end of our Sa- 
viour's paiHon is by St. Paul declared to be, that /A^Gai.iii. 14. 
ileffing^fAhraham might come unto the Gentiles y through 
Jefus Chrifif that we might receive the promife of the Spi^ 
rst J?y faith ; that is, that becoming Chriftians we 
n^ht partake thereof. And the apoftolical mi- 
niftry (that is, preaching the Gofpel, and difpenf- 
iug the privileges thereof) is therefore ftyled, iiocxovUi Cor.iu. 
»i^ii^T«tf, the mini/try of the Spirit. And the tqfting of^' 
the heavenly gift^ and partaking the Holy Ghojl^ is (ac^ 
a)rding to the Apoftle to the Hebrews) part of the Hcb. vi. 4,^ 
€hara6ler of a vifible Chriftian, (fuch a Chriftian, who 5* 
^^\.nc(»^wicicC\v^ fall away ^ as he fuppofeth, and re^ 
cntafy the Lord, and expofe him tojhame ;) an4 St. Pe- 
^er makes reception of the Holy Ghoft to be a co|i- 
CQmitant or confequent of haptifm ; Repent ^ faith he, a6U ii. 38, 
^ndbe baptized every one of you j in the nam^ of Jefu$^^' 
^fifiyfor the remiffion of fins y andyejhall receive thf 
Sifofihe Holy Ghofi ; for the promife (or that pro- 
naife of the Spirit;, which is called thefpirit ofpronu^z^h, i. ij. 
peculiar to the Gofpel) is untoyou^ and toyour chiU 
'^"i^^nd to all thc^t are afar off^ even as many as the 

p 4 Lord 
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^'R^kU. Lord our God Jhall call: (that is, the Holy Spirit is 
IV. promifed to all, how far diftant foever in time or 
place, who Ihall be invited unto, and Ihall embrace 
Chriftianity ;) and accordingly, St. Paul faith of 
Tit. HI. 5. Chriftians, that God according to his mercy hathfaved 
uSi by the laver of regeneration^ and renewing of the Holy 
x^Cor.ui. G-ho/i. And, Know ye not ^ faith he to the Corin- 
thians) that ye are the temple of God\ and that the 
Spirit of God dwelleth inyouf (that is. Do ye not un- 
derftand this to be a common property and privilege 
of Chriftians, fuch as ye profefs yourfelves to be ?) 
And the union of all Chriftians into one body doth, 
X Cor. xU. according to St. Paul, refult from this one Spirit^ as a 
'^* common foul imparted to them all, in animating and 

actuating the whole body, and every member thereof. 
For by one Spirit we are all baptized into one body^ whe^ 
ther Jews or Gentiles^ whether bond or free ^ cmd ha've 
been all made to drink of one Spirit. And it hath been 
the doArine conftantly with general confent deli- 
vered in ^nd by the Catholick Church, that to all 
perfons, by the holy myftery of baptifm duly initiated 
mto Chriftianity, and admitted into the communion 
of Chrift's body, the grace of the Holy Spirit is com- 
municated, enabling them to perform the conditions 
of piety and virtue which they undertake ; and con- 
tinually watching over them for accomplifhment of 
Eph.iv.3o.thofe purpdfes; which Spirit they are admonifhed 
^ Cor, xii. ^^^ ^^ refift, to abufe, to grieve, to quench ; but to 
Phil. ii. 13. ufe it well, and improve its grace to the working out 
their falvation. Thus much concerning the refult 
of our Saviour*s performances, in j:his kind, in refpeft 
to the community of Chriftians, we learn from the 
Holy Scripture and ecclefiaftical tradition interpret- 
ing it ; whence we may difcern, that the communi- 
cations of grace do not always flow froni any ipecial 
love or abfolute decree concerning men, but do com- 
monly proceed from the general kindnefs and mercy 
pf God, by our Lord procured for mankind ; and 
confequendy we may thence coUeft, that fomew)iat 

■ of 
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ef this nature is to the fame purpofe, from the fame s b k m« 
fource, and upon the fame account, aJfo granted and iv. 
diTpenfed to others. Unto Chriftians indeed this great '"""'~"~ 
benefit (for the reward, the encouragement, the fup- 
port of their faith ; and for promoting their obe- 
dience, who are in a nearer capacity and more imme- 
diate tendency to falvation) is in a more plentiful 
meafure, and a more confpicuous manner difpenfed ; 
but that, befides that difpenfation, there have been 
other (not fo plainly lignified, or exprefsly promifed, 
yet really imparted) communications of grace, in 
virtue of our Saviour's merits, there are (belide the Eph. ii. g. 
main reafon alledged, inferring it from our Lord's Luk/^^^i*; 
being the Saviour of all men) divers good induce- 45- 
ments to believe. For even thofe Chriftians, to whom ^*"* ^^'' 
upon their faith the Holy Spirit is promifed and be-Jo^nxvi. 
ftowed, are by previous operations of God's grace J^r.xii.j. 
(opening their minds, inclining their heart, and tem- 
pering their aflfe(ftions) induced to embrace Chriftian- 
ity, faith itfelf being a gift of God, and a fruit of 
the Holy Spirit. And before our Saviour's coming 
all good men have thereby been inftrudled and ena- 
bled to«io well. ^ And before any fpecial revelation 
nude, or any particular covenant enadted, (before the 
enclofure of a particular people or church, the con- 
finenient of God's extraordinary prefence and provi- 
dence to one place,) divine grace appears difFufed over 
feveral nations, being watchful in guiding and mov- 
Mig men to good, and withdrawing them from evil ; 
neither is there reafon why fuch an appropriation of 
fpecial graces and bleflings (upon fpecial reafons) un- 
to fome Ihould be conceived to limit or contraft 
^'s general favour, or to withdraw his ordinary 
Spaces from others. God furely (who is irXaViOf €vEph*u.4, 

* £x quo perfpicuum fit natura omnibus ineife Dei notitiam, 
J^c quemquam fine Chrifto naici^ et non habere femina in fe fapi- 
tntia, juftitiae, reliquarumque virtu turn. Unde multi abfque fide, 
^* Evangclio Chrilli vel fapienter faciunt aliqua Ycl fan6te, &c. 
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s Y R M. sxifii, rich in mercy ; yea, hath im^oihKoiioi w^rw x/^(!lou 
IV. excejjive riches of grace) is not fo pocwr or pa,rfimp- 
nious, that being liberal to fome ftiould render hin;i 
fparing toT^^ards others '^ ; his grace is not like the 
fea, which if it overflow upon one Ihore, muft there- 
fore retire from another; if it grow deep in one 
place, muft become fliallower in another. Is the Spi- 
Mic. ii. 7. rit x)f the Lord ftraitenedf It is a queftion in Micail>; 
ifa. 1. 2. And, Is my hand Jhortened at ally that it cannot redeem? 
!»»• »• is another queftion in Ilaiah : iVo ; The Lord's hand 
is not Jhortenedy that it cannot fave\ nor his ear heavy ^ 
that it cannot hear ; at any time, in any place ; he is 
no leis able, no lefs ready than he eirer waa, to a&rd 
help to his poor creatures, wherever it is need&l «r 
Gen. XX. 3. opportune. As there was of old an Abin>ele$:h 
"vi. «, among the BbiHftines, whom God by fpecial ward- 
ing deterred firom commiffion of fin ; a divine Mel' 
chiiedeck among the Canaanites ; a difcreet and ho- 
Exod.xviii.neft Jethro in Midian ; a very religious and riftqcHis 
Job in Arabia; who, by complying with God's ^raoe, 
did evidence the communication thereof m feve^d 
nations ; fo it is not unreafonable to fuppofe the Jilce 
caiife now, although we cannot by like alt^ation 
K^' huniit certify concerning the particular efieifh thofeof. We 
|^'*^^may at leaft dafcern and fhew very confpkuoua foot- 
fim Ttif u^fteps of divine gntce, working in pait, and producing 
acm'.Aicx.^'^ defpix^aWe ifruits of moral virtue, of Juftice and 
'faonefty, teiziperance and fi^riety^ benignity ^ood 
bounty, courage and conftancy in wornhy^ent^^r^ 
meeknefe^ patience, oKKlefty, prudence^ and ^ifoFe^ 
tion, yea^ of piety and devotion^ in fome nf^imerevo^ 
among Pagans, which if we do not allow to have beep 
in all refpedh ib complete, as to inflate the per^ 
fons endowed with them, or praftifecs of them« i^ 

^ Secundum Scripturam credimus et ptiffimfe copfitemur, quod 
nunquam univerfitati faominum divios providenttae cura defuexit* 
.Cluem licet exceptum fibi populum fpecialibus ad pi^tafeem din^E^ 
«rit tnftitutis, nulli tatnen natioai hominum booitatis fuse don^ 
fubtraxit, &c. De Vbcat, Gen. I. <. 

God's 
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Qod^ &rocir^ w to bring them !tD fatvadon " ; yet s b & m. 
tbde qualities and a<^ions (in d^ree^ or in niatter ir. 

atJeaft, fo good and fo conformable to God's law) 

we on hardly daiy to have been the gifts of God, 
and tile ef&6ls of divine graoe ; they at leaft them* 
felvcs acknowledged £c> much ; for Nulla fine De^ 
mens bona efi^ No mind is good without Gody faid Sene- 

CA^^ and, 0C(«c jUr^f^ ptUvtrai vra^yiyifCfjif&^ «) d^rri^ ok 

TToo^aymt-aij Firtue ofpears tc proceed from a divine dif- 
perjfation to them who partake^/ ity faid Socrates^* : and, 

Ai »|9irai I^UkrM^, dfA^KrifitiiffifAOi iv fjLtrfiia r^( iu^aq d^ni 

ya»kfu StB MIM ^vXXtfvlopo; 'nSg Iw) tM ^drtfu ret k^ <it]» ^o«- 
nsxMi ^i^oeyKcyinq. The iefi notured finds beinF cof^l- 
iuted'm the middle between the Mgheflvirttie ana extreme 
wickedmfs^ do need God to he their fiwcourer /tnd ^^fifi^ 
ant in the meiining and leading them to the better fide \ 
iaith Max. Tyr. xxii. St. Auftin himfdf, who feems 
tbe ieaft favourable in his judgment concerning their 
adtions and ftate, who calls their virtue but tmages 
and fhadow8<}f virtue (mn verasyfed verifimiles) fplen- 
did.£ns ; acknowledges thofe virtuous difpoiStions and 
deeds to be the gifts of God, to be laudable to pro — ^DeUo- 
cmre fome reward, to avail fo far, that they, becaufe°*j^^|J^ 
rf them, Ihall receive a more tolerable and mild treat- 
Riflot fi'om divine juftice ; which things confideped, < ' 
fech perfons iSo at kaft, by virtue of grace imparted 
to them, ^obtaiii fome part of falvation, or an imper*- 

* Mortalcm vitam honeflare poflunt, aetcrnam conferre non pof- 
fcnt. frofiersn Collat, cap, 26. 

Ptodeife ad ialutem. Mg. Proffer, Fulgent. ^Sf^, 

Nemo vir magnud iine aliquo afilatu divino unquam fuit. Cki 
ii Nat. Beorum xufubjin. 

'Sen.Ep. 73. \ 

—Qua; fecondum jnftitiae regulam non folum vrtuperarc non 
poffbmu^^ vemm etiam tnerito re6leqne laudarous. jlug, de Sfrr, 
<»lfe. cap. »7. 

^ Hal. Menon. ad fioein, 

^ Tolerabilius puniuntur. Minus Fabricius quam Catilina p«- 
uictur, &c. — non vcras vlrtutes habcndq, fed averis virtutibus non 
phrhnum dcviando. Aug^ . . v , 

fea 
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SB HM.feA kind of falvation, which they owe to our Lord, 
IV. and in regard whereto he may be called in a fort 

their Saviour. 

But although the torrent of natural pravity hath 
prevailed fo far, as that we cannot affign, or nomi- 
nate any (among thofe, who have lived out of the 
pale) who certainly or probably have obtained falva- 
tion, yet doth it not follow thence, that a fufficicnt 
grace was wanting to them. The moft univerfal prac- 
tice contrary to the intents of grace doth not evince 
a defeA of graces. For we fee that the fame caufe 
hath in a manner univerfally overborne and defeated 
other means and methods defigned and difpenfed by 
God for the inHruiftion and emendation of mankind. 
Gen. vi. 3. God's Spirit did long ftrive with the inhabitants of 
i^Pct. iii. ^p qI^ world ; yet no more than one family was bet- 
tered or faved thereby. God by his good fpirit in- 
Keh.ix,2o.ftru6led the Ifraclites in the wildemefs, (as Nehemiah 
faith,) yet no more than two perfons did get into 
Canaan : that people afterward had afforded to them 
great advantages of knowledge and excitements ta 
piety (fo that God intimates, that he could not have 
done more for them, in that regard, than he had done.) 
Ka.v.4. Yet, There is none that underfiandeth^ or feeketh after 
Kai.jtiv. Q^^^ ^^ ^ complaint in the bell times. The Pagans 
ju>m. i.zi.had the means of knowing God, as St. Paul affirm- 
eth, yet generally they grew vain in their imagina- 
tions, and their foolifh heart was darkened ; from 
which lijce cafes and examples we may infer, that di- 
vine grace might be really imparted, although no 
effe<ft correfpondent to its main de%n were pro- 
duced. Neither, becaufe we cannot allcdge any evi- 
dent inftances of perfons converted or faved by vir- 
tue of this grace, (this par dor occultiorque gratia^ more 
fparing and Jeer et grace j as the good writer de Voca-^ 
tione Gentium calls it,) are we forced to grant there 
I Kingt were none fuch ; but as in Ifrael when Elias faid, the 
lix. 14, 18. children of Ifrael hBx^forfaken GoSs covenant^ thrown 
down his altars y andjlain his prophets with theJword\ 

and 
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atid /, / only am left ; there were yet in Ifrael, living s b r bc. 
chfdy,Jeven thoufand knees ^ who had not bowed to ly, 
Baal: fo among the generations of men, commonly 
overgrown with ignorance and impiety, there might, 
for dl that we can know, be divers perfons indifcern- 
ible to common view, who, by compljring with the 
influences of God's grace, have obtained competent- 
ly to know God, and to reverence him ; fincerely to 
love goodnefs, and hate wickednefs ; with an honeft 
heart, to obferve the laws of reafon and righteoufnefs, 
in fuch a manner aiid degree which God might ac- 
cept ; fo that the grace afforded might not o^y fuffi^ 
cere omnibus in teJUmonitmiy (fufice to convince all men^ 
but quibufdam inremedium^ (to correS and curefome^ as 
that writer de Foe. Gent, fpeaks. The conlideration of 
God*s nature and providence doth ferve farther to per- Pfai. cxIt. 
fuade the truth of this affertion. If Grod be rich in mer^ 9« 
cy and bounty toward all his creatures, as fuch, (and 
fuch he frequenriy aflertshimfelf to be,) if he be all- 
prefent, and all-provident, as he certainly is, how 
can we conceive him to ftand as an unconcerned 
fpeAator of what men do, in affairs of this confe- 
quence ? That he fhould be prefent beholding men 
to ran precipitantly into defperate mifchiefs and mif- 
carriages, without offering to ftay or obftrudl them^ 
^ggliiig with their vices and follies, without af- 
fording them any relief or furtherance ; aflaulted by 
ftrong temptations, without yielding any fupport or 
fuccour ; panting after reft and eafe, without vouch- 
ing fome guidance and afliftance toward the ob- 
taining them ? How can he fee men invincibly erring 
and inevitably finning, without making good what 
the Pfaln^ift fays of him : Good and upright is /A^Pfai.xxY.8. 
Lordy therefore will he teach Jinners in the way ; to 
withhold his grace in fuch cafes, feemeth inconfiflr- 
ent with the kind and compaffionate nature of God, 
efpecially fuch as now it ftands, being reconciled to 
mankind, by the Mediator of God and men^ Chrijl 
Jefus. He alfo, that is fo bountiful and indulgent 

toward 
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SRK.M; toward all men in r^ard to their bodica and ten^ 
IT. nd eftate; who pr^srveth their life from d^ruQiw^ 

who proted^cth them ccmtiauaily from dagger aad 

Kai. ciii. 4.niifchief ; who op^neth his handy andfoiisfieth th& M* 
cxiT. 16. fires of every living thing y wtho fati^eth the longing 
aJ^xIv. fo^h and filleth the hungry foul with goodnefsi who 
»7- (as St. 1^1 fpcaketh) J?//^#^ men's hearts with food 

andgladnefs; is it likely that he ihould altogether 
negleA their fpiritual wetfare^ and leave their fouls 
utterly dcftitute of all fuftenance or comfort ; that 
he fhould fuflfer them to lie fatally expofed to eter- 
nal death and ruin, without oSenng %y tn^an& of 
redrefs or recovery ? To conceive fo of God, feemed 
very unreafonable even to a Pagan pbilofopher: i)o 
Max. Tyf. you think (faith Max. Tyrius) that divination, pd^tfy, 
^^^' **• andfuch lih things, are ky divine it^iratim infimmted 
into tnen'sfoulsy and that virtue (fo much better, and 
fo much rarer a thing) is thew^rk of m^al artf "^ Ym 
haveforfboth a worthy conceit ofGody who t^ke him to 
be liberal in beftowing mean thmgs^ and faring ofb^t- 
Aasxvii. ter thirds. He that (as St. Paul i^iih) giveth to (HI 
*^* men bfej breath, and all things, will he withhold froCP 

any tiiat beft of gifts, and moft worthy of him to 
give, that grace whereby he may be ^ble to ferve 
him^ to praifc him, tx> glorify hw^^ yea, to okafe ^ 
gratify him ; to fave a creature and fubjeA of \m\ 
Aasxiv. the thing wherein he fo much delighteth ? From 
RoiT^'Jjl^nce alfo, tlmt God hath vouehfefed general t^ 
ii. 15. monies of his goodnefs, inducements to feek hin), 
fbotfteps whereby he may be difcova:ed and known, 
a light of reaibn and law <rf nature written upon 
meal's hearts ; attended with fati^cjlions, and checks 
of confcience ; fo many difpofitions to knowledge aad 
obedience, (as St. Paul teacheth us,) we may collet 
that he is not deficient in communicating interior 
afiiftances, promoting the good ufe and improve- 
ment of thoie talents ; for that otherwife the beftow- 

' ing 
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ingdiein is fruftraneous and uielefs; being ablet0 3E&iff; 
produce no good effect ; yea, it rather is an argu- iv. 
metit of unkindnefs, being apt only to produce an ill — '"'"^^ 
efie^ in thofe, upon whom it is conferred ; an ag- 
gravation of iin, an accumulation of guilt and wrath 
upon them. 

If it be faid, that having fuch grace is inconfiftent 
with the want of an explicit knowledge of Chrift, and 
of faith in him ; why may not we fay, that as pro-^ 
hAAj (fo St. Chryfoftom, vid. MotU. App. I.) moft 
good people before our Lord's coming received grace 
without any fuch knowledge or faith ; that as to 
idiots and infants, our Saviour's meritorious perform- 
ances are applied (in a manner unknowable by ua) 
without fo much as a capacity to know or believe any 
thing ; that fo we (to whom God's judgments are 
krfcrutable, and his ways uninveftigable) know not Rom. ». 
how gract may be communicated unto, and ChrifPs "• 
merits may avail for other ignorant perfons. In re- 
fpcft to whom we may apply that ot St. John ; Thejohn i. 5. 
nghtJMnetk in darknefSy and the darknefs comprehended 
rt not. However, that fuch perfons may have a grace 
capacitating them to arrive to that knowledge and 
"fiuth, to which fuller communications of grace arc 
promifed ; fo that in reafonable efteem (as we fhall 
{Mrefently Ihew) the revelation of evangelical truth, 
and the gift of faith, may be fuppofed to be conferred 
upon all men — fo that we may apply to them that 
in the Revelation ; Behold, I Jland at the door andf^v<>^- Hi. 
knock ; if any man will hear my voice^ and open /A^ e; Vu^x^J J. 
dooTy I will come in unto him, and Jiip with him, and*** *» ^' •''- 
he with me ; (that is, Behold, I allure every man to^^V.^''*^ 
the knowledge and embracing of Chriftianity ; if Joh. ix. 41. 
any man wiU open his mind and heart, fo as to'^'*** 
comply with my fdicitations, I am ready to beftow 
upon him the participation of evangelical mercies 
and bleffings;) and to fuch perfons thofe promifes and 
ndes in the Gofpel may appertain ; He that ajketh^^^^^^^ 
recevve4h'y he thatfeeketh^findeth ; to him that knocketh '^' '^' 

it 
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SE R yi.it Jkall be opened: The heavenly Father will give thi 

IT. Holy Spirit to them that ajk htm. He that is Iv Ihot^lfii 

Luke xix *'*^^^> (faithful in the ufe of the leaft grace ^ fhall be re- 

17, 19, a6. warded. And, to him that hath (or that diligendy 

keepeth and hulbandeth what he hath)^^// more he 

given. 

And how God fometimes dealeth with fuch per- 
fons the eminent inftances of St. Paul and Cornelius 
do ihew. But concerning this point I fpake fome- 
what before, and have perhaps been too large now ; I 
fhall only add that faying of the wife writer de Foe. 
Gen. ^ A pious mind (faith ht) fhouldnot, I think , he 
troubled at that quefiion, which is made concerning the 
converjion of all , or not all men; if we will not oof cure 
thofe things which are clear ^ by thofe things which are 
fecret\ and while we wantonly inftfl upon things Jhut up ^ 
we be not excluded from thofe which are open andplam. 
Which in efFecft is the fame with this ; that fince wc 
are plainly taught, that our Lord is the Saviour of 
all men ; and it is confequent thence, that he hath 
procured grace fufficiently capacitating all men to ob- 
tain falvation ; we need not perplex the bufinefs, or 
obfcure fo apparent a truth, by debating how that 
grace is imparted ; or by labouring overmuch in re- 
conciling trie difpenfation thereof with other difpen- 
fations of Providence. 

* Puto quod plus fenfus non debeat in ea quaeftione turban^ 
quae de omnium et non omnium hominum converiione generatur; 
(i ea quae clara funt non de his quae occulta funt obfcuremus, ct 
dum procaciter infiftimus claufis cxcludamur ab apertis, &c. 
Lib. i. caf. 8. 
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SERMON V. 



The Dodrine of Univerfal Redemption aflerted 
and explained. 



I Tim. iv. lo. 



The living God ; who is the Saviour of all men^ 

efpecially of thofe that believe. 

5* Jesus is the Saviour of all men^ as the con-SERM. 
duAor of all men into and through the way of fal- v. ' 
vation. It is a very proper tide, and moft due to 
thofe brave captains, who by their wifdom and va- 
lour have freed their country from ftraits and op- 
preiRons. So were thofe judges and princes, who 
anciendy delivered Ifrael from their enemies, com- 
monly ftyled: In the time of their trouble (fay theNch.ix.27. 
Levites in Nehemiah,) when they cried unto thee, thou 
heardejt themfromheaven\ and, according to thy manifold 
mercies, thou gavejl them Saviours, whofaved them out 
fij the hand of the enemy \ fo are Othniel and EhudJudg. m.p. 
particularly called; and Mofes fignally: The fame ^^l^^xx.it^ 
laith St. Stephen of him, did God fend to be ajp^ovra 
x«i AuTfwT^v, a Commander and a Saviour (or Redeemer) 
to the. children of Ifrael \ for that he by a worthy 
and happy conduft did free them from the Egyp- 
tian flavery. And thus was Demetrius by the Athe- 
voL. I. G nians 
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SERM.nians (for his delivering them from the Macedonian 
V. fubjedtion, and reftoring their liberty to them) en- 
titled, fJipyiTuc %»\ erwT^f, a benefactor and faviow. 
Thus with greateft reafon is Jefus fo called^ as be- 
Hcb. ii. lo. ing d^yf^yo^ rJfc erwrnf *oty, the Captain of Salvation^ (fo 
Aasvii.35.he is called by the Apqftle to the Hebrews,) d^x^yU 
Heb.xu.z.^wii'f, (the Captain of Ltfe^ as St. Peter names him, 
the chief Leader unto eternal life,) «px»»yo^ **V««?, {fht 
Captain of our Faith ; hfe that hath revealed that 
mom.i. i6.faving docftrine, which is the power of Grod to fal- 
vation :) and thefe titles we have conjoined by St. 
Aas T. 31. Peter in the A6ls ; Him hath God exalted , afp^tiyov x«» 
(Turii^ocy as a Captain and a Saviour , to give repentance 
unto Ifraelj and remiffton of fins. This he is to ^s fe- 
veral ways, by direction both inftru<Slive and exem- 
plary ; by his proteftion and governance ; by his 
matmg and quelling the enemies of man's falvation ; 
Which things more fpecially and completely he hath 
performed in refpeft to faithful Chrraians, yet in a 
manner alfo he hath truly done them for and to- 
ward all men ; as we Ihall diftinftly confider. 

€. Jefiis is the Saviour of all men, we fay, as having 
perfeAly difcovered and demonftrated the way and 
tneans of falvation; the gracious purpofes of God 
cbncernmg it ; the duties reqtiired by God in order 
to it : the great helps and encouragement to feek it ; 
the mighty determents from negleAing it; the whole 
will of God, and concernment of man in relation 
thereto ; briefly, all faving truths he hath revealed 
Col. i. z6. unto all men : myfteries ot truth, which were hidden 
^ om. xTi. y-^^^ tf^^^ and generations, which no fancy of tiian 
could invent, no underftanding could reach, no 
reafon could by difcuffion clear, (concerning the na- 
ture, providence, will, and purpofe of God ; the 
nature, original, and ftate of man ; concerning tfe 
laws and rules of practice, the helps thereto, the 
reward thereof, whatever is important for us to 
know in order to happinefs,) he <lid plainly dif- 
cover, and bring to light; he did with valid fdrt^ 

of 
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ctf demonftration aflert and confirm. The doing s e r m, 
which, as having fo much efficacy toward falva- v. 
6on, and being ordinarily fo neceflary thereto, is 
often called faving ; as particularly by St. James ; 
when he faith. He that turns afinner from the error (yTjamcsv.ao. 
his way^ Jhall fave a foul from death. And by St. 
Paul ; Take heed to thy word and doBrine ; forfo doing i Tim. iv. 
thou Jhalt fave thyfelf and thy hearers. That our'^' 
Lord hath thus, according to his defign, and ac- 
cording to reafonable efteem, faved all men^ we are * ^'- ^*- 
authorized by the holy Scripture to fay; for he is^m.xi. 
there reprefented to be the light of the world \ the^^j^.^ ... 
trtce light that enlighteneth every man coming into the 15. 
world; the day -fprmg from on high^ which hath '^ifi^^d'^^^^^* 
us J to give light to them that fit in darknefs and M^Johnviii. 
Jhadow of death J and t& guide our feet in the way of\^^^^' 
peace. By him the faving grace of God hath appear edT\u wl 1 1 / 
mto all men. By him (as Ifaiah prophefied, and St. " ^lln. i. 
John the Baptift applied it) allflefh did fee thefalva- 10. 
t'm of God. Of him it was alfo foretold, (as St. aI^^*;!;/' 
Paul teacheth us,) I havefet thee for the light of the ^7* 
nations, that thou fhouldeft he for falvation unto the^^'"'^^' 
ends of the earth. Coming he preached peace tok jt*a- 
xfav xai ro7i lyyis {longe lateque) to them that zverefar^ 
and them that were near^ that is, to all men every 
where. While I am in the world, faid he, I am the^ohn ix. 5^ 
light of the world ; Jhiningy like the fun, indifferently 
unto all ; and when he withdrew his corporal pre- 
fcnce, he farther virtually difFufed his light, for he 
fent his meflengers with a general commiffion and 
command to teach all men concerning the benefits 
procured for them, and the duties required from 
them ; Going into the world, make^ all nations difciples^ Matt. 
teaching them to obferve all that I commanded you. "r" '^' 
Going into the world, preach the Gofpelunto every crea-^ Mark xvi. 
ture, (or, to the whole creation: fo it ought to be.) That^^^^^ ^^j^ 
inhis name fhould he preached repentance andremifjion of^i* 
fins unto all tlations. And fuch was the tenor of theA6bxxii. 
^pofiolical commiffion ; Thou Jhalt he witnefs for him »5- "vi. 

o 2 • toward^^' 
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9 ^ KM. toward all men^ faid Ananias to St. Paul. Accord- 
V. ingly, in compliance with thofe orders, did the 
Apoftles, in God's name, inftrudl and admonifli all 
men, plainly teaching, ferioufly inviting to, ftrongly 
perfuading, and earneftly entreating all men to em- 
brace the truth, and enjoy the benefits of the Gof- 
A6b xvii. P^\ and confequently to be faved ; The times ofig- 
30- norance (faith St. Paul) God having winked aty doth 

aCor.T. ao. now invite all men every where to repent: and, fVe are 
amhajfadors for Chrifi ; as though God did befeech you 
by uSy we pray you in Chrift's Jiead, be reconciled to 

God- tVe pray youy you aa members of that world, 

which God was in Chrift reconciling to himfdf; 
coiof.i. 28.and, We preach Chrijl— — warning every man^ and 
Aas II. 40. 1 caching every man in all wifdom^ that we may prefent 
every man perfect in Chrift Jefus, (or render every man a 
good Chrijtian.) Thus was the Gofpel, according to 
our Saviour's intent and order, preached (as St, Paul 

Col. i. Z3. faith of it) Iv ieoi<n) T? itrlffet t? utto tov oJf avov, tn thc 

whole creation wider heaven ; thus did God fhew, 
iTim.ii.4.that he would have all men to be faved, and to 
come to the knowledge of the truth ; whence our Lord 
(in regard to the nature and defign of his perform- 
ance in this kind) is the common Saviour, as thc 
John i. 18. common mafter of truth, and enlightener of thc 
world, and proclaimer of God's will to mankind. 

If now it be required or objecSled ; why then is 
not the Gofpel revealed unto men ? How comes it 
to pafs, that no found of this faving word, no 
glimpfe of this heavenly light, doth arrive to many 
nations ? How can fo general and large intention 
conlift with fo particular and fparing execution? 
What benefit can we imagine them capable to re- 
ceive from this performance of our Saviour, who 
ftill do fit in total ignorance of the Gofpel, in dark- 
Luke i. 74. nefs, and the fhadow of death? How can they call 
Rom*. X. 14!^/^" yiw/, in whom they believe not? And how can they 
believe in him^ of whom they have not heard ? 
To this fuggeftion I anfwer, 

1. That 
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I. That God's intentions are not to be inter- serm. 
preted, nor his performances eftimated by events, v. 

depending on the contingency of human acftions, but 

by his own declarations and precepts, together with 
the ordinary provifion of competent means, in their 
own nature fufficient to produce thofe effects which 
he declares himfelf to intend, or to perform. What 
he reveals himfelf to defign, he doth really deiign it; 
what he fays, that he performeth ; he (according to 
moral efteem, that is, fo far as to ground duties of 
gratitude and honour, proceedings of juftice and re- 
ward) doth perform, although the thing upon other 
accounts be not efFe6led. 

Thus, for inftance, God would have all men to 
live together here in peace, in order, in health, con- 
veniently, comfortably, cheerfully; according to 
reafon, with virtue and juftice ; and in the beft ftate 
toward happinefs : for thefe purpofes he hath en- 
dowed them with reafonable faculties, he hath en- 
graven on their minds a natural law, he hath fiir- 
nifhed them with all forts of inftruments and helps 
conducible to thofe ends ; he promoteth them by 
difpenfations of providence, and, probably, by inter- 
nal influences of grace : yet often all thofe means, 
by the perverfenefs and ftupidity of men, do prove 
ineflfedluai, fo that wars, diforders, difeafes, vices, 
iniquities and oppreflions, troubles and miferies, do 
commonly abound in the world. Likewife God 
defires, that in his church, knowledge and piety, 
j>eace and charity, and good order {hould grow and 
flourifh; to which purpofes he hath appointed teach- 
ers to inftrudl, and governors to watch over his 
people ; he hath obliged each man to advife and ad- 
monifti his brother ; he hath declared holy precepts 
and rules of pradice ; he hath propounded vaft en- 
couragements and rewards, and threatened dreadful 
punifhments; he hath promifed and doth afford 
lequiftte affiftances; being himfelf always prefent and 
ready to promote thofe ends by his grace : yet not- 

G 3 withftanding, 
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SERMrWithftanding, by the voluntary negleft or abufe of 
V. thefe means, (the guides being blind, negligent, un- 
— faithful ; or die people being indocile, fluggiih, re- 

fraiSlory ; or both perverted with bad afFecftions,) 
often ignorance, error, and impiety prevail, \o\b is 
cool and dead, fchifms and faftions are rife in the 
church. Which events are not to be conceived de- 
rogatory to God's good will and good intentions, 
or to his kind and careful providence toward men ; 
but we are notwithftanding to efteem and acknow- 
ledge him the author and donor of thofe good 
things; in refpeft to them no lefs blefling and 
praifing him, than if they were really accomplifhed by 
man's concurrence and compliance ; he having done 
his part in that due meafure and manner which 
wifdom prompts ; having indeed done the fame, as 
when they are afFedled. So God having exprefsly de- 
clared, that he would have all men to know and 
embrace the Gofpel, having made a univerfal pro- 
mulgation thereof, having fent forth Apoftles to dif* 
feminate it every where, having obliged every man 
to confer his beft endeavour toward the propagation 
thereof; if by the want of fidelity, zeal, or induf- 
try in them, to whom this care is entrufted, or 
upon whom this duty is incumbent; or if by the 
, careleflhefs and ftupidity of thofe, who do not re- 
gard what is done in the world ; or if by men's vo- 
luntary fhutting their eyes, or ftoppiiig their ears, 
(as the Jews did of old to the prophetical inftrac- 
tions and admonitions,) God's heavenly truth be- 
cometh not univerfally known, it is not reafonaWc 
to impute this defailance to God, or to conceive him 
therefore not univerfally to defire and defign men's 
inftruftion and falvation confequent thereon. Let 
ine, for the illuftration of this matter, put a cafe, 
pr propound a fimilitude. Suppofe a grieat kingdom, 
confifting of feveral province?, ihould jiaye revolted 
from their fovereign ; difclaiming his authority, 
negle<fting and difobeying his law$ ; that the |Ood 

^ pnijce. 
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prince, out of his goodnefs and pity toward them, s e r M. 
(and upon other good confiderations moving him v. 
riiereto, fuppofe the mediation of his own fon,) in- 
ftead of profecuting them with deferved vengeance, 
iliould grant a general pardon and amnefty, in thefe 
t«tns, or upon thefe conditions ; that whoever of 
thofe rebek willingly fhould come in, acknowledge 
his feult, and promife future loyalty, or obedience to 
his laws declared to them, fhould be received into 
favour, have impunity, enjoy proteAion, and obtain 
rewards fron^ him. Farther, for the eflfeAuating this 
grwious intent, fuppofe that he fhould appoint and 
commiffionate menengers, empowering and charging 
them to divulge the purport of this aft of grace to 
all the people of that kingdom. Admit now, that 
thefe meflengers fhould go forth, and feat themfelves 
only ip fome provinces of that kingdom, proclaiming 
this univ^rfal p^don (univerfal as fo the defign, and 
as to the tenour thereof) only in thofe, negledling 
others ; or that, fbiving to propagate it farther, they 
ftould be rejedled and repelled; or that from any 
the like caufe the knowledge thereof fhould not reach 
to fome remoter provinces ; it is plain, that indeed 
the effeft of that pardon would be obftrufted by 
fuch a carriage of the affair ; but the tenour of that 
aft would not thereby be altered ; nor would the 
fiulure in execution (confequent upon the minifters' 
or the people's mifbehaviour) detraft from the real 
amplitude of the prince's intent ; no more, than the 
wilhil incredulity, refufal, or non-compliance of fome 
perfons, where the bufinefs is promulged and noti- 
fied, would prejudice the fame. It is plain the prince 
meant favourably toward all, and provided carefully 
for them ; although by accident (not imputable to 
him) the defigned favours and benefits do not reach 
all. The cafe fo plainly fuits our purpofe, that I need 
not make any application. The holy Fathers do by 
fevcral like fimilitudes endeavour to illuflrate this 
matter, and fomewhat to affoil the difficulty. They 
G 4 compare 
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s E R M. compare our Saviour to the Sun *, who fliines indif- 
V. ferently to all the world, although there be fome 
private corners and fecret caves, to which his light 
doth not come ; although fome Ihut their windows 
or their eyes, and exclude it ; although fome are blind, 
and do not fee it. ^ That myftical Sun of Righteouf- 
nefs (faith St. Ambrofe) is rifen to all, came to all, did 

fufFer and rofe again for all but if any one doth 

not believe in Chrift, he defrauds himfelf of the gene- 
ral benefit. As if one Ihutting the windows fliould 
exclude the beams of the Sun, the Sun is not there- 
fore not rifen to all. ^ They compare our Lord to a 
phyfician, who profeffes to relieve and cure all that 
Ihall have recourfe to his help ; but doth cure only 
thofe who feek for remedy, and are willing to take 
the medicine ; becaufe all (faith ^ St. Ambrofe again) 
do not defire cure, but moft do fhun it, left the ul- 
cer Ihould fmart by medicaments ; therefore volentes 
curat y nan afiringit invitos ; he cures only the willing, 
doth not compel thofe that are unwilling ; they only re- 
ceive health, who defire medicine. Evangelical grace, 



Clem, Alex. Protrep, 

Hear ye that are far : hear ye that are near: the word is not hid to 
any : it is a common light : itjbineth to all men ; there is no Cmfne^ 
rian in the Word. 

^ Myfticus Sol ille juftitiae omnibus ortus eft,' omnibus venit, 
omnibus palTus eft^ et omnibus refurrexit— (i quis autem non cre- 
dit in Chriftum, generali beneficio fe fraudat, ut ii quis claufis fe- 
neftris radios Solis excludat, non ideo Sol non ortus eft omnibus^ 
&c. Amb, in Pfal. cxviii. Ser, viii. 

Si dies omnibus aequaliter nafcitur, et ft Sol ftiper omnes pari et 
^quali luce diffunditur, quanto magis Chriftus Sol et dies verus, in 
Ecclefia fua lumen vitae aetemae pari aequalitate largitur. Cyfr- 
Efift.j6. 

^ Numquid non medicus idcirco proponit in publico^ ut oipnes 
fe oftendat velle falvare ft velint. Ambr, L Tom. 2. 

^ Venit — ut vulnera noftra curaret, fed quia non orones mcdi- 
cinam expetunt^ fed plerique refugiunt^ ne medicamentis compim- 
gatur vis ulceris^ ideo Yolentes> &c. Ambr, de David. 3. 11. 

fay 
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lay they, is like a founts ftanding openly, to which s e r M. 
all men have free accefs ; at which all men may v. 

quench their thirft, if they will inquire after it, and 

go thereto. ^ The fountain of life, faith Arnobius, is 
open to all ; nor is any man hindered or driven from the 
right of drinking it. The covenant of Grace is, fay 
t^y, a door ftanding open to all, whereinto all have 
liberty to enter — When an entrance, faith St. Chryfof- 
tom ^, being opened to all, and there being nothing that 
hinders, fome being wilfully naught abide without, they 
have no other but their own wickednefs to impute their 
deJlruSion unto. , 

And again he puts the queftion, s If Chrijl enlight- 
eneth every man that cometh into the world, how is it 
that Jo many remain unenlightened f &c. To which he 
anfwers. That iffome wilfully Jhutting the eyes of their 
minds, will not receive the beams of this light, it is not 
from the nature of light that thofe remain Jtill in dark^ 
nefs, but from the wickednefs of thofe who wilfully de^ 
prive themfelves of the gift of it, &c. 

^ St. Gregory Nazianzen refembles the grace of 
baptifm (as to its community and freedom of ufe) 
to the breathing of the air, to the fpreading of light. 



^ Patet omnibus fons vitae, neque ab jure potandi quifquam 
prohibetur> aut pellitur. Arnoh, lib. 2. 

xf/av woimelotv dvoX^yvTat, Cbryf. in Job, i. HofitiL y, 

S £( (puT^u VFCcvret at^^vfrof epp^o^syov ik Toy Koo'fAov, vui tttpurtroi 
fUfAitiiUta't ToaovToi ; ov y»^ ^ vdrtu tviyjiaaeLv tov Xptrot/ to a^aq' 
^Siq 0V9 ^uri^n van a dti^^vof ', royt it; aMv Sxov* it ^ ririf ixorrtt 
T»f T^f hoivoiuq opBotX^ovq fAVffafTi^t oiiK idsXvia'av ma^a^siats^ai rov ^w 
T0( Toi^ot; rdi axrha^, ov vapet rtiv rov (fafTos ^vaiit ^ ffxoroM^s (xi/yoK> 
oXXa wccpcc rviP Kotxovpyiuv 7U9 ixom »7Forifovnu9 tavrovq t^^ hapiui' h 
fut yap %«f K IK viei'Taf ixxipi^VTai-— fr^rrctf ^ o/xo(«; mfoaMfjUni t^ fjLtrcc 
7^$ iffytf KoXovaet Tt^^f* oi $1 fjt,fi ^iXorrsq avoXotvo'eu riii hj^iccq ra.v'm^i 
lavTor^ ^x«»o» TatJT»)» ar ini' >\ny[aua^eu Ti» mi^a'^ll* Chryf, in Job, i. 
UomiL 7. 

^ — A>? as^oj WiVffiv, ui fcJloi y}iv\9y xa< *'p«i' oiKKayaiiy xat Kiia-ius 
Sia, . Naz, Orat, 40. 

to 
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s E R M. to the viciffitudc of feafons^ to die afpedt of the ere- 
V. ation ; things moft obvious and common to all. 

If this anfwer do not fully fatisfy, I adjoin ferthcr, 
2. That God, belide tnat ordinary provifion, is 
ready to interpofe extraordinarily in difclofing his 
truth to them who are worthy of fuch favour, and 
fit to receive it ; and that God's general defire and 
defign of revealing his truth to all men is very well 
confiftent with his providential (not only negative 
and permiffive, but even pofitive and acftive) with* 
holding the difcovery thereof from fome perfons, yea 
fom^ nations ; for that neither his wifdom, goodnefs, 
or juftice might permit him, that he fhould impart 
that revelation to fuch perfons whom he feeth alto^ 
gether indifpofed to comply therewith, and unfit to 
profit thereby ; who have extremely abufed the leflcr 
graces, and not improved or mifimproved the leflcr 
talents afforded them ; detained inferior truths in 
Rom. i.i8,unrighteoufnefs, and have not liked to retain God in 
^* their knowledge^ have therefore jufl:ly been delivered 

up to a reprobate fenfe ; who have fo depraved their 
minds with wicked prejudices and afFeAions, that 
the truth being offered to them, they would cer-' 
tainly either flupidly negleft it, or fcomfuUy reieA 
it ; or if admitting it in fhew, would unworthily 
abufe it ; fo that from the imparting the means of 
knowing it, no glory to God, no benefit to man 
would accrue, but rather contempt of God and pre- 
judice to men would enfue upon it : there are fome 
ifa. XXX. perfons of that wicked and gigantick difpofition, (con- 
'^ trailed by evil practice,) that, Ihould one offer to in- 

ftrucft them in truth, or move them to piety, would 
be ready to fay with Polyphemus in HomeryOdyff. /• 

Friend, you are a fool, or a great ftran«r to me. 
Who advifeft me to fear or regard the Deity. 

Or 
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Or (which is the fame) with Pharaoh : Who is thesEKU. 
Lord^ ihat I Jhould obey his voice? I know not the v. 
ZW; neither will I let Ifrael go^ (or neither will I dOg^^ ^ ^^^ 
as you in Grod's name admonifli me -,) who, like thatftov/i. '%^ 
unhappy Prince, by no efficacy of arguments, no 
wonders of power are to be convinced of their folly, 
or converted from their wickednefs : fome, like thofe 
of Chorazin and Beth/aida, whom not all the power- 
ful difcourfes fpoken to them, all the mighty works 
done in them, fufficient to have brought Tyre and Luke x.iv 
Sidon to repentance, can induce to mind or obey die 
tnith ; unto which fort of people (except upon fome 
particular occafions, and for fpecial reafonsj it is not 
expedient that divine truth Ihould be expofed. We 
may alfo obferve how our Lord being alked by St. 
Jude a queftion like to ours; Lord, how is it that thou John xiv. 
wilt manifeji thy/elf unto us, and not to the world? thus**' 
refolves \ti If a man love me, he will keep my words \ 
and my Father will love him^ and we will come unto 
him^ and make our abode with him: implying the ordi- 
nary reafon of God's making a difference in the dif- 
coveries of himfelf to be the previous difpofition and 
behaviours of men toward God ; and interpretatively 
toward our Lord himfelf. 

That God doth commonly obferve this method 
(plainly fuitable to divine juftice, wifdom, and good- 
nefs) to difpenfe the revelation of his truth according 
to men's difpofition to receive it, and aptnefs to make 
a fmitful and worthy ufe of it, to brtng forth fruits^^^-'^^-J^ 
worthy of refentance^ as St. John Baptift fpake ; andy.^''**** 
to withhold It from thofe who are indifpofed to ad- 
mit it, or unfit to profit by it ; we may from divers 
exprefs paffages and notable inftances (befides many 
probable intimations) of Scripture learn. We may 
on the one hand obferve, that thofe whom our Sa- 
viour did choofe to call, were perfons difpofed eafily 
upon his call to comply; to forfake their fathers, Matt.iT.iS. 
and their nets ; to leave their receipts of cuftom ; to^^^*^'* ^* *♦» 
relinquiih all, relations, occupations, ellates, and to Matt. xu. 

follow*^ 
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s E R M. follow him ; faithful Ifraelites, without guile, like Na- 
v> thaniel, (that is, as is probably conjeftured, St. Bartho- 
Lukexix. iomeWy) men honeftly devout, and charitable, like 
8> 9- . Zaccheus ; that he chofe to converfe with publicans 
Matt, xxi!' ai^d finners, men apt to be convinced of their errors, 
3i. and touched with the fenfe of their fins ; apt to fee 

u c V. si.^j^^jj. j^^^j of mercy and grace, and therefore ready to 
entertain the overtures of them ; that he blefles God 
for revealing his myfteries to babes, (to innocent and 
well meaning, imprejudicate and uncorrupted per- 
fons,) fuch as if men were not, they could in no wife 
Matt, xviii. enter into the kingdom of heaven, or become Chrif- 
3. XIX. 14. ^ig^j^g . thofe/)oor infpirit^ of whom is the kingdom of 
I Couuzy, heaven \ thoit foolijh things which God choofes as 
moll fit objedls of his mercy and grace ; that he en- 
joined his difciples, in their travels for the promul- 
gation and propagation of the Gofpel, to inquire con- 
cerning the worthinefs or fitnefs of perfons, and ac- 
cordingly to make more clofe applications to them : 
Matt. X. 1 1. Into what city or village ye enter, inquire who therein is 
worthy ; and entering in abide there. Of this proceed- 
ing we have a notable infl:ance in Cornelius, who for 
his honefl: piety (correfpondent to the proportion of 
knowledge vouchfafed him) was fo acceptable to 
God, that in regard thereto he obtained from him 
the revelation of truth in a peculiar and extraordi- 
nary manner. And St. Paul was another moft re- 
markable example thereof; who for the like reafon 
was fo wonderfully called, as himfelf intimates, de-- 
A6is xxii. fcribing himfelf to have been ^tix«T^\ GfS, zealoufly 
litl^xirtll ^ff^^^d toward God, according to the right eoufnefs in the 
fuu. law, blamelefs ; one that had continually behaved him- 

A^ jLxvt J^lf '^^^^ ^11 good confcience toward God \ who even in 
9. the perfecution of God's truth did proceed with an 

Gal. 1. 14. honeft meaning, and according to his confcience, for 
which caufe he faith, that God had mercy on him ; 
forefeeing how willingly he would embrace the truth, 
and how earneflrly promote it : we may alfo obferve, 
Afts xxvi. how in the Adls of the Apoftles, the Holy Spirit com* 

monly 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



ajferted and explained. 93 

monly direfted the Apoftles to fuch places, where a s e r m. 
competent number of people were well difpofed to v. 
receive the truth ; who were li^iroi tU rrv |3a<nA«av7:p~T~ 
.Tou0£K, well di/pofed to the kingdotn of heaven^ and con- Luke ix. 62. 
fequently by God's forefight (xfrayiotgvo* lU C^mv alw-^g^viiMi. 
¥iov) ordained to have the word of eternal life (the to xxviii. 28. 
(ruryipUv 0£8, as it is in a parallel place called) difco- 
vered to them ; fuch people as the Beroeans, men in- 
genuous and traceable ; who confequently entertained 
the word, fAsra TraVu? TrfoS-u/Ataj, with all promptitude 
and alacrity. To fuch perfons God fometimes by 
extraordinary revelation directed the Apoftles toAasxvUi. 
preach ; as to the Corinthians, in refpe<Sl to whom^* 
the Lord fpake to St. Paul in a vifion, faying, Fear 
7iot, but /peaky and he notftlent\for I am with thee^ be^ 
caufe TToXvg Ifi fjLOi A«o?, there is for me much people in 
tins city ; much people whom I fee difpofed to comply 
with my truth. So in behalf of the Macedonians, 
«Wf Ti? MaxfJwv, a certain man of Macedonia ^ was in aA6Uxvi. 
vifion feen to St. Paul, exhorting him and faying ^ P^ff- ^' 
ing into Macedonia^ help us. Thus on that hand doth 
God take fpecial care that his truth be manifefted to 
fuch as are fitly qualified to embrace it and ufe it 
well : thus is God ready to make good that anfwer 
of Pothinus (Bifliop of Lions, and immediate fuccef- 
for to St. Irenaeus) to the Praefedt, who alking himEufcb.v. i. 
who was the Chriftians' God, was anfwered, *Eav v/q a^ioj 
yvwVt?, If thou be worthy, thoujhalt know ; thus, as thesap. vi. i6, 
wife man divinely faith, the divine Wifdom, ag/a? nirr^^ 
ir«pi£fp^fTat ijfit'itTx, goeth about fe eking fuch as are worthy 
of her ; Jheweth her/elf favourable unto them in their 
ways, and meeteth them in every thought. 

And on the other hand, that, God withholds the 
fpecial difcoveries of his truth, upon account of men's 
indifpofitions and demerits, may likewife very plainly 
appear. We may fuppofe our Lord to have obferved 
himfelf, what he ordered to his Difciples; Not to give M^tt.Yn.6. 
• that which is holy to dogs, nor to caft their pearls be- 
fore fwine, (not to expofe the holy and precious truth 

to 
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s E K M. to very lewd and fierce people, who would fharl at it 
V. and trample upon it :) we may allow God in the dif- 
penfation of his truth and grace to do what he bids 
the Apoftles to do : before he enters into any houfe, 
*Ei%riitru or applies himfelf to any perfon, to examine whe- 
ther the houfe or perfon be worthy, that is, willing 
Matt.xiii. to receive him, and apt to treat him well; if not, 
57» 58. to decline them. Our Lord, we fee, did leave even 
his own country, feeing men there were not difpofed 
to ufe him with due honour and regard ; feeing they 
were poflefled with vain prejudices, apt to obftruA 
the efficacy of his divine inflrudlions and miraculoqs 
performances ; fo that he was not likely (according 
to the ordinary way of divine providence) to produce 
any confiderable effeft towards their converfion. He 
could not, it is faid, do many miracles there, hecaufe of 
their unbelief \ he could not, that is, according to the 
moft juft and wife rules he did obferve, he would not 
do them; becaufe he perceived the doing them would 
not conduce to any good purpofe ; that they were 
not apt to look upon thofe works as the efFecfts of 
divine power and goodnefs, performed for their be- 
nefit, (for inducing them to faith and repentance,) 
but rather that the doing them would expofe God's 
mercy to contempt or reproach, at leaft to negled 
or difregard. Hence our Saviour declined converfing 
I Cor. ii. with perfons indifpofed to (thofe i}/up^ijtol, who cannot 
'*• ^£j^£<r^a* ri tou wvgu/xaTo^) receive benefit by his in- 

ftrudlion and example ; to grow wifer or better by 
Matt. xxi. his converfation ; as the Pharifees and Scribes ; men 
^** prepoflefled with corrupt and vicious afFeAions, ob- 

ftrudlive to the belief of his do6lrine, and obfervance 
of his laws; and worldly perfons; proud and felf- 
conceited, crafty and deceitful, covetous, ambitious, 
and worldly men, incorrigibly tin<ftured with that 
Rom.viii. ^fovu/Aa t?? cagxi?, camol wifdom and affection ; which 
?• is enmiiy to God; fo that it is not fubje6t to the law of 

I John ii. (jody TioT cati PC ; inextricably engaged in the fnend- 
'*• fliip of the world, which is enmity to God : to fuch 

men 
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men the Gofpel would certainly be a fcandal or asEUM. 
folly : they would never be able to relifti or digeft v. 
the do Anne of purity, felf-denial, patience, and the ^ ^^ . — 
Hke doftrines oppofite to carnal fenfe and conceit '*'*^* 
which it teacheth. From fuch wife and prudent men Matt. xi. 
(conceited of their little wifdoms, and doting uponj^^^ .^^ 
their own fancies) God did conceal thofe heavenly 
myfterieSj which they would have defpifed and de- 
rided : thofe viany wife according to the flejhy manys^mcs'ius* 
powerful, many noble, God did liot choofe to call 
into his church. Accordingly we may obferve in the 
hiftory of the Apoftles, that God*s fpirit did prohibit 
the ApofUes pamng through fome places, it difcern- 
ing how unfuccefsful (at thofe feafons, in thofe cir- 
cumftances, according to thofe difpofitions of men) 
their preaching would be : PaJJing through PhrygiaAagxvi.e^ 
and Galatta, being hindered by the fpirit tofpeak the'^" 
word in Afia ; coming to Myfia^ they affayed to go into 
Bithynia, Jnit the fpirit fuffered them not. Moreover 
there is plainly the like reafon, why God fliould 
withhold his faving truth from fome people, as why 
he Ihould withdraw it from others ; when it is abufed 
or proves fruidefs : but of fuch withdrawing we have 
many plain inftances, attended with the declaration 
of the reafons of them : our Lord prophefied thus 
concerning the Jews; I fay unto you, that the king'Mm.uj. 
doni of Godfhall be taken from you, andfhall be grven^^' 
to a nation doing the fruits thereof \ they, when our 
Saviour would have gathered them under his wings, 
wilfully refilling. Our Lord charged his Difciples,Matt.x.i4. 
when by any they were repulfed or negledled in their 
preaching, to leave thofe perfons and places, ^^^//^rf Luke ix. 5, 
^ffthe dufi from their feet, in token of an utter (flyAasxm. 
}M»^^ifiv iv ot\)T3s) deteftation and defertion of them : Aas xvui. 
and accordingly we fee them praftifing in their Afts; ^• 
when they perceived men perverfely contradictious, 
or defperately fenfelefs and ftupid, fo that they cla~. 
moured againfl the Gofpel, and thruft it from them, 
4ey abftaincd firom farther dealing with them, turn- 
ing 
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SERM.ing their endeavours ptnehvhere, tovvai-d perfons 
V. of a more dqcile and ingenuous temper ; thence 
Aasxiii.. mpre fufc^p^jeiof^iaitK arid repentance : To you {{2.) 
46.xxvHi. Paul and Barnabas to the contradicting and reproach- 
Apoc. ii. 5. fill Jews) it was necejjary that the word of Gbd'JhouU 
Jirjt have beenfpoken\ hutfeeingyouputitfrom, {orthmft 
it away from you^ oLTrcaBeTa-^t auVov,) and judge yourjilves 
unworthy of everlajiing Itfe^ we turn to the Gentiles. So 
when the Church of Ephefus was grown cold in cha- 
rity, and ^ficient in good works, God threatens to 
remove her candleftick; or to withdraw from h^ that 
light of truth, which fhone with fo little beneficial 
K«) yi^ ribf influence. It feems evident that God for the like 
^f (jP«r;) r^reafons may withhold the difcovery of his truth, or 
c\i^"^' forbear to interpofe his providence ; fo as to tranfmit 
John iii. ligi^i; thither, wnere men's deeds are fo evil, that they 
a Cor. ii. wiU love darknefs rather than light ; where theit eyes 
*^- ^e fo dim and weak, that the light will but. offend, 

^nd by the having it, hurt them ; where they,^ by the 
having it declared to them, will only incur farther 
mifchief and mifery ; it would prove to them but 
Q.^\Mi ^avi.T^^ a deadly fcent^ as the moft comfortable 
perfiimes are crfFenfive fometimes and noxious to 
4^^"^P^r^d bodies. Wherefore as where the light 
dpth Ihine moft clearly, it is men's voluntary pra- 
vity, that by it many are not efFeftually brought to 
falvation ; fo it is men's voluntary depraving and 
corrupting themfelves, (mifufing their natural light, 
choaking the feeds of natural ingenuity, thwarting 
God's fecret whifpers and motions, complying with 
the fuggeftions of the wicked one,) fo as to be rendered 
wmeet for the fufception of God's heavenly truth 
and grace, which hinders God (who proceedeth or- 
dinarily with men, in fweet and reafonable methods, 
Bot in way of impetuous violence and coaftion) from 
difpcnfing them : we may fay of fuch in the words 
ifa. ixvi. 3. of the Prophet, They have chofen their own ways ^ and 
cr. Y. as. fJi^lfjQ^l^^lighi^fji Iji fjigif abominations. Your iniquities 
have turned away thefe things^ and your fins have with- 

holden 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



afferted and explained. '' 97 

h^ldengood tlmtgsfromyoM. TS laurS iyt&irwfh wm^v s b R M. 

Tiatf, Go^ ^/oM ^y his goodnefs approach to ally but we — — — 
Jet our/elves at diftance hyjm^ faith St. Bafil ; and oVouBtf.jnPfiU. 

/A^^ is felf-chofen or affe3ed wickeanefsy there is a with- 
iolding of grace yiaxm another Father, {apud CyriW. 
Hier.) The Go^el, if it be hidden, 'tis (as St. Paul 
feys) hidden ly tok dnoXXuiAiyoig^in viris perditis^ammgiCoflyr.s. 
Iq/lmen, (that is, men defperately gone in wickednefs, 
incorrigible, unreclaimable people,) in whom the God 
vf this world (that is, as St. Chryfoftbm expounds 
it, not the devil, but the good God himfelt) hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not^fo that the^u rif»ii 
light of the glorious Gofpel hath notfliined to them, (irS; 2v ^^'* 
fTv^x«<rfv; how then aid God blind them? faith St.Chryfim 
Chryfoftom,) «x Ui^ytitrots iU tSto, iTrayf not by anyeffi^^^^'^^'^ 
cacy of his upon them toward that ; fie on that ; aAX* 
i^iii x«i (ruw«f*i<r«?, but by permi/fion and CQnceJJion\ for 
fo the Scnpture is wont to fpeak ; "EtsuHv ydp aJroS 
UTini^AV TToiroiy nou otvet^iag i»\)ri^ KotriJKVjato'xv th liiTv ri 
fAUpiftft, xaci uvro; Aoiiroy uariif' aXXot t» titi zrottifnu ; 
vgo^ |3iaitf ?Xxf»y, xa» ixxaXuvliiv ju^ ^sXofxivois liiiif I aKKot 
jmXXop av xarff povti(r«y, x^l ax ay Jifov* Seeing , faith he, 

theydf/believedfirfi, andconftituted themfelves unworthy 
to fee the myfieries, even God at lajt let them alone-, for 
whatjhoula he have done ? Should he have drawn them 
violently, and difcovered it to them being unwilling to 
fief They would then have more defpifed tt, and not have 
fun it. God is ever willing and ready to difpenfeLukexix. 
his mercies and favours, but he is not wont to do it 4^ . 
extraordinarily, (or befide the courfe of his ordinary Rom?2uf* 
provifion,) but in d proper and fit feafon, (in that"* 
JMtifoc 8oVfo<r^«tTof, acceptable time and day offalvation^ 
when he feeth men capable of receiving them ;) which 
feafon commonly dependeth upon man's will and 
choice, or the relults of them. ¥ia,^oK» yaj eiic oliivcxm. 

*MWiv. J^UTfig yap gf*v* iy(\ T«y lAv, t«v i* i* Wf o« in ovov 
VOL. I. H MnrnAii- 
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^ The Do&rhu of Umver/al Redempion. 

V. for (faith Clemens Alex, in his 7th of the Stromata, 

where he clearly and fully affirms our prefent doc- 

' trine) Our Lord is not the Saviour of/bme and not of 

others : but^ according as men are fitly difpofed^ he hath 

Quaeft. 68. difiributed his beneficence to alL St. Auguftine hipifelf 

^^*^^^fomewher^'fpeaketh no lefs ; or rather more : Pra- 

Part. i. cedit attquid in peccatoribus (faith he) q^Pi q^amvis 

!^itiffimii ^^^^^»fin^JHfti^(^^^i^^g^i^fficiantu^ et 

meritis, &c.4dem pr^cedit in aliis peccatoribus quo digni fint obfu- 

'*^*^' fiofie. But, ■: r . 

3. If all thefe confidefations do aot tiiroughly fa- 

tisfy us coiiccrning the reafon of Qod'a procei^dings 

in this cafe, we may conlider that God*s pwvidfince 

is infcrutable and impenetrahk to us ; that; (s^gcprd- 

Pfki. xKXTi. ing to the Pfalmift) as God*s mercy is in th^ heavens^ 

*• and his faithfulnefs r cache th to the clouds ; foi Ms, righ 

teotifnefs is like the. great Tnountains, (too high for our 

reafon to climb,) and hisjudgtmntSi xy^XAi) iZ\j(r(ro{^ a 

great abyfs, too deep for our teeWe underft wding tp 

fathom ; that his ways are more fubtile and fpiritual 

than to be traced by our dim and grofs light. So 

upon contemplation of a like cafe, although, as it 

feems, hardly fo obfcure or unaccountable as this, 

the caufe concerning God's conditional reje<9tioq of 

that people, whom he in a fpecial m^ner had fo 

Rom.xi. much and fo long favoured, St. Paul himfelf dpth 

33- profefs. That therefore although we cannot fully re- 

folve the difficulty, we notwithftanding without dit 

truft ftiould adhere to thofe politive and plaia de- 

clarations, whereby God reprefenteth hjmf^lf ferir 

»ftc.ni.^Ou(ty defigning and eameftly dcfiring. That all men 

Jkoiild come to the knowledge of the truth ; that none 

Jhould perifh^ but that all Jkotdd come to repentance \ 

not doubting but his declared mind, and nis fccrct 

pr6videAce, although we cannot throughly difcern or 

explain their confiftency, do yet really zsA fully con- 

fpire. But no ferther at this time. 

SERMON 
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lOO The Doctrine of Univer/al Redemption 

s E R M.'ieactiihg men of high rank to be fober, ihilcl, and 
VI. humble ; not to reft in, not to regard much, not to 
hug and cling to the accommodations and Ihews of 
worldly ftate ; teaching thofe of mean degree to be 
patient, content, and cheerful in their ftation. He 
was exceedingly wife and knowing, without bound 
or meafure ; yet m^e no oftentation of extraordi- 
nary knowledge, of fharp wit, of deep fubtilty; 
did not Vent high, dark, 6r intricate hbtions ; had 
in his praftice no reaches and windings of craft or 
policy ; but was in his do6lrine very plain and intel- 
ligible, in his praAice very open and clear ; fo that 
what he commonly faid or did, not only philofophers^ 
and ftatefmen, but almoft the limpleft idiots might 
eafily comprehend ; fo that thofe might thence learn 
not to be conceited of their fuperifluous wifdom; 
thefe not to be difcouraged in their harmlefs igno- 
rance ; both having thence an equally fufficient in- 
'ftrudlibn in all true righteoufnefs, a complete direc- 
tion in the paths to happinefs, being thereby o-o^i^o- 

a Tim. iii. ^ivoi fi'j trmvif^xvy made wife and learned to falvation. 

•**''" Kfe did not immerfe himfelf in the Cares, nor engage 

^. l1. 'hiftifelf into the bulineffes of this world ; yet did not 
withdraw himfelf from the companv and converfation 
of men : he retired often from the crowd, that he 
might converfe with God and heavenly things ; he 
put himfelf intp it, that he might impart good to 
men, and benefit the world, declining no fort of fo- 
ciiety ; but indifferently converfing with all ; difput- 
ing with the doAbrs, and eating with the publicans ; 
whence thereby both men of contemplative and quiet 
difpofition or vocations, and men of bufy fpirits, of 
of aAive Hves, may be guided refpedlively; thofe not 
to be morofe, fupercilious, rigid, contemptuous to^ 
Wal-d other men ; thefe not to be fo ponefled or en- 
tarigied with the world, as not to referve fome leifupc 
for the culture of their minds, not to employ fome 
care upori the duty of piety and devotion ; both may 
leirn, whether in private retirement, or in public con- 
^ verlation 
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ajferted and explained. i o r 

veriation and employment, efpecially to regard the s e r i^, 
fcrvice of God and the benefit of men : thus was the vi. 
example of our Saviour accommodated for all men ; ^ 
efpecially conducing them in the hardeft and rough- 
eft parts of the way leading to bUfs, the acclivities 
and afperities of duty ; felf-denial, or neglcA of 
worldly glory and flefhly pleafure, patience, humi- 
lity, general charity ; Ihewing us the poflibility of 
performing fuch duties, and encouraging us thereto. 
Through thefe difficult and dangerous paflages (as a 
refolute chieftain of hfe) he undauntedly marched be- 'a^^o^ 
fore us, charging, beating back, and breaking through aSju. 15. 
all oppofite forces, all enemies, all temptations, all 
obftacles ; enduring painfully the mofk furious alTaults 
of the world ; boldly withfkanding and happily con- 
quering the moft maiicious rage of hell ; fo that vic- 
tory and falvation we Ihall be certain of, if we purfue 
his fteps, and do not bafely (out of faintnefs or falfe- 
hood) defert fo good a leader ; we Ihall not fail of 
the unfading crown, if wUh patience we run the race^^^'\^^' 
that isfet before us^ looking unto the Captain and Per^ , Pci.^*.* 4. 
jtSer of our faith ^ Jefus^ who, for the joy propofed unto ^f^^ 
him, endured the crofs, defpifed thejhame, and hathfat^^L. 
down at the right hand oj the throne of God. Would Tt^^ 
it not raifc and inflame any courage to fee his com-A^Auio. 
mander to adventure fo boldly upon all hazards, to''*"-'*"' 
endure fo willingly all hardfhips ? Whom would not 
the fight of fuch a forerunner animate and quicken n^e»A»^, 
in his courfe ; who, by running in the fkraight way of "*^'^*''*'' 
righteoufnefs with alacrity and conflancy, hath ob- 
tained himfelf a mofl: glorious crown, and holdeth 
forth another like thereto, for the reward of thofe 
who follow him? Now as our Lord's doftrine, fo did 
his example, in the nature and defign thereof, re- 
fpeft and appertain to all men, it being alfo like the 
hght of heaven, a common fpeftacle, a public guide, 
io guide our fteps in the way of peace : if it do not ap- 
pear fo, if it do not eflfeAually direA all, it is by ac- 

H 3 cident 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



io» The DoQrine of XJnlverJkl Redemption 

8£ RM.ddent and bcfide God's intention ; it is Ity the feult 
vi» of them who Ihould prc^ound it, or of tbera who 
have not eyes fit or worthy to behold it ; briefly, 
what was faid copcerining the univerfal revdation rf 
Chriftian doArine may be applied to Chrift's praci- 
4ce« 

9. Jefiis is the Saviour of all men, ^ having com-^ 
bated and va,nquifhed all th^ enemies of man's wel* 
jfare aod h^ppinefs ; di/foJfeJUng them of all their pre- 
tences and ufurpations over nwi, difarming them of 
all their power an4 force againft him; enabling us 
to withftand an4 overcome them, Man's falvation 
hath many advferfaries of different nature and kind ; 
fome direcftly oppugning it, (biwe formally prejudic-^ 
ing it, fome accidently hindering it ; fome alluring* 
fome forciQgj fome diicouraging ixonx it, or from the 
means conducing to it : the chief of them we m^ 
from the Scripture (with confent of experience) 
reckon to be the D^vil, with all his envy and malice, 
his ufurpations, his delufions, and his temptations to 
fin ; ihe worlds with its (hares and baits, its violences, 
perfecurions, and menaces ; ihtjiejhy or natural con- 
cupifcence, with its bad inclinations and propenfities 
to evil, its Ijufts and pleafures ; ftn^ with its guilt, 
and n:\ifchievoM8 confequences ; the law^ with its ri^ 
gorous exactions, hard meafure, and harfh boding ; 
confcience, with its aiccufations and complaints, its ter- 
mors . and ^guiihes ; divine anger j with its effeft^ 
death and hell, * All thefe our Lord hath in fevcral 
^4 fuitable ways defeated ; as to their msdi^ity, 
contrariety, or enmity in refpetfl of man's falvation ; 
he hath (as Zachariah prophefieth, in his Benediiftus) 
i.}At'untfyv^d ^^ fi^P^ our enemies^ and from the hands of all 
7»- th^t hate u$ :Jh that being delivered out of the hands of 

our enemies y we nught {ipito^ )/afely and/ecurely^ with^ 

r{^M. J^ban. c0fAra ^H. p. 6a8. 

out 
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wt dinger or fear^ferve him, in hoiinefs and righUotff^ s £ ^ 1^, 

n^ before him all the days of our life vu 

The Devily (that enenty, that adverfary, that acci^fer^ Mait. xirrr 

that /lander er, that murderer, that greedy lion, that ^^^ . 

^(ipy ferfent, tht Jlrong 0ne, the mychievous one, thei Pct.v'.8.* 

iejlroyer, ) viho ufurped an authority, and exercifed a^'^*^**^.. 

domination over mankind, as the Prince of this world; 3, &c. 

who made prize of them, captivated them at his plca-^^\^'}^' 
jure\ wha detained them under the power or au-14. 
thority of darknefs and wickednefs ; who had the^^^**"* 
power of death ; him our Saviour hath dcftroyed or John xu. 
defeated, (xaTfffytjfl-iEv, as the Apoftle to the ' Hebrews J^;.'',*^; ^°* 
fpeaketh ; that is, abdlifhed him as to any farther Ephef. u. 31. 
pretence of empire or power over us;) him he hath de- a'c^^'j^,^ 
jefted from heaven, {Ifaw Satan like lightning falling ^o\of[. i, .. 
down from heaven ;) him he hath cafi out ; Now is /^ las xxvi. 
judgment of this world, now Jhall the Prince of this^^- 
world be caft out ; all his works h^ hath dijfolved: Fori xtm.' h. 
this caufe (faith St. John) the Son of God did appar, 26. 
that he might dijfolve the works of the Devil. H? copi- Lu\e x! Is! 
bated thisjirong one, (this mighty and dreadful foe of J^^n xii. 
ours,) and baffled him, and bound him, and difarmedi john'ui!* 
him, (taking away woLvoirxixv airS, the whole armour in \\ . .. 

L- 1 1 n "I y /* *1 1 1 ' / \ I ^ / Matt. XII. 

wnicn he trufted,) and^oued htm, (t» crxsin i^ri^Trotas^zg, 
rifled all Ms baggage, bare away all his inftruments oP"^^ *'•**• 
mifchief,) arid plundered ?l11 his houfe ; leaving hini 
unable ; without our fault, our bafenefs, our negli- coiof. li. 
gence) to db us mifchief, (as is intimated in thej^^ ,^^^^ 
lath of St. Matthew, and rith of St. Luke;) yea, h^LukTJ!7^l 
triumphed over" all thofe infernal principalities and J ^°*^" *^ 
powers, and expofed them, (as St. Paul faith:) heEph.vi. u. 
imparted to his difciples ability to trample upon aTl^ ^ J,^'' "' 
hn power, by him all his followers are fo fortified a?Eph.vi.i6. 
tfi conquer the wicked orU^ as St. John fays : he afibrd; Efh-V./r*. 
eth light to difcover all his wil^s andfnares, ftrength Jam. iv. 7. 
^ courage to withjland all his ajfaults, to ref^lalThis 
^^y darts, to f Jut him to flight. 

The World alfo (that is, the wicked principles, the • 
had cuflom^ the naughty converfation and example 

H 4 ' which 
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SERM.which commonly prevail here among men; alluring 
VI* to evil and deterring from good; the cares alfo, the 
riches, the pleafures, the glories of the worid, which 
poflefs or diftraft the minds, fatiatc and cloy the de- 
fires, employ all the afFe6lions and endeavours, take 
up the time of men ; all in the worid which fafteneth 
our hearts to earth, and to thofe low tranfitory 
things ; or which fink them down toward hell ; and 
which detain them from foaring toward heaven) is an 
enemy, an irreconcileable enemy to our falvation; 
the friendlhip thereof being inconfiflient with a friend- 
fhip in us toward the God of our falvation ; or in 
Jam. lY. 4. him toward us : for the frietid/hip of the world is eri- 
I John ii. mity with God ; and, If any man love the world, the 
'^- friendjhip of the Father is not in him. And this enemy 

pur Lord hath vanquiftied, and enabled us to over- 
John xyi. come. Be ye of courage, faith he, / have overcome the 
^^- world : he^ by a conftant felf-denial and temperance, 

defeated the bewitching pleafures and flattering glo- 
lies of it; he^ by an immoveable patience, baffled 
the terrible frowns and outrageous violences of it; 
he^ by a refolute and invincible maintenance of truth, 
in great meafure routed and diflipated the errors and 
oppofitions thereof; he, by a general and intenfe cha- 
rity, furmounted the provocations, envies, and enmi- 
ties thereof; he did it himfelf for us, and he alfo ena- 
bled us to do it ; furnifhing us with fufficient flrength, 
and fit weapons, whereby we may combat and con- 
quer it; may fuflain and repel its force; maylhun 
I John Y. and elude its baits ; for, every one that (by faith in 
t' 5' him) is horn of God, doth overcome the world : and this 
is the victory that overcomes the world, our faith: fVho 
is he that overcomes the worlds but he who believes that 
Jejiis is the Son of God ? In all thefe things (that is, in 
whatever concerns the world and its enmity ; trihu* 
Roiii. Tiii. lation, mdifirefs, qx perfecution, or famine, or nakednefs, 
^^Cof'n ^^ P^^i^i oxjword) we are, faith St. Paul, more than 
14, * ' conquerors through him that loves us\ thanks be to Go{l, 
ma. i. ?8. ^if^^ always caufeth us to^ triumph in Chrift : our Lorf 

' hath 



Digitized 



by Google 



ajferted and explained. 105 

hath procured for us hopes that will raife our minds s b rm. 
and ^dlions above the world; objefts employing vi. 

our care and endeavour far beyond it ; fatisfadlions 

that will cheer our hearts, and fatiate our defires with- 
out it ; comforts that will fupport and fuftain our 
ipirits againft all the terrors, all the aflaults, all the 
evils thereof ; by his means it is, that we have no 
reafon either to love it, or to fear it, or to value it, 
or to be concerned about it ; but to contemn it as 
a thing unworthy of us and below us. 

The Flejh alfo (that is, all that within us of bodily Oai. v. h- 
temper, or natural conftitution, which inclineth arid 
fwayeth us to vicious excefs in fenfual enjoyments ; 
which difpofeth us to the inordinate love of ourfelves, 
and of other creatures ; which lufts againft thefpirit^ 
and is adverfary thereto ; which blindeth and dark- 1 Cor. u. 
eneth our minds in the apprehenfion of our judgment JJitt.M?i. 
concerning divine things; which perverteth and dif-4i- 
ableth (enfeebleth) our wills in the choice and profe- RotkrviiJ' 
cution of what is good; which difcompofeth and dif- J^, i?- 
ordereth the affed:ions and paffions of our foul; ™*'*^ 
which continually enticeth and feduceth us to fin) is 
alfo an enemy ; a very powerful, very treacherous, 
very dangerous, and very mifchievous enemy to us 
and our welfare ; rendering us enemies to God, (for 
the carnal mind is enmity againft God; for it is notfuh- Rom. vui. 
jeS to the law of God ^ neither indeed can be,) being ^«- Rom. vii. 
other law in our members^ warring againft the law of our 23 • 
mind^ and captivating us to the law of Jin \ engendering Ga?v"'i9V 
and foftering thokflejhly liifts, which war agairift /A^iCor.iii.3. 
foul ; whofe works and fruits are all forts of intem- ' *"' ^' 
perance, impurity, pride, envy, contentioufnefs : this 
capital enemy of ours our Lord did in his own berfon 
firft fubdue, rejecting all the fuggeflions and thwart- 
ing the impulfes thereof; entirely fubmitting to and 
performing the will of God ; even in willingly drink- Luke mH. 
ing that cup, which was fo diftafleful, fo grievous tOMitt.xxvi. 
natural will and flefhly defire. He fo conquered the 39- 
flcfti in himfelf for us ; he alfo conquers it in ^s, by ij^***^"* 

the 
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s ft R M. th^ guidaiice and affiftance of his grace enabling u5 
VI. to withftand it, ahd to ovcrcbthe it. The law of the 
Hcb. ii. lo/P^^^^ <^f^\f^ ^^ Chrifi Jefus (faith St. Paul) hath freed 
Rom. viii. me from the law of fin and death. He infufcs a light 
a*cor.iv.6.^^f^^ffi"g thofe fogs which fteam from carnal fenfc 
I Cor. ii. arid appetite ; fo that we may clearly difcern divine 
i^john ii. truths, the will of God, the way to happinefs : he 
|7- inferteth principles of fpiritual life and ftrength, 

Rom.xu.z.counterpoifing and overfwaying corporeal and fen- 
ijohnv.s.fual propenfions ; fo that we can reftrain fenfual de- 
PhiUv'.ls'. fires, and compofe irregular paffions, and fubmit 
a Cor. iii. readily to God's will^ and obferve cheerfully God*s 
Hcb. xiii. law, and freely comply with the dictates of the Spi- 
^•j ^ rit, or of right reafon ; he fo continually aideth, en- 
Coiofl: iii.' courageth and upholds us, that we can do all things 
Eph'i^aa ^^^^^S^ Chrifi that firengtheneth us ; fo that by his- 
Bom. vtw 6^ power and help theflejh with its affe&ions and lufts are 
Rom.vifi. ^^^^ifi^d; the earthly members are mortified % the old 
13. man {which was corrupted according to^ deceitful Itcfts) is 

Eph.'i^.'ia!/"^ ?if 5 *^^ ^^^b ^ffi^ ^^fi deflroyed^ that henceforth 
ii. 10. wejhould not ferve fin ; fin doth not reign in our mortal 
c^ioff. III. i^q^^^s^Jq f-^^f ^g (niuft) obey it in the Tufis thereof \ we 
are renewed in the fpirit of our minds '^ and do put on 
the new man^ which is created according to God in 
right eoufrtefs and true hoUnefs. 
Hcb. iii. 4. Our Sins alfo are very grievous enemies of ours, 
"^^.][^''^^' loading us with heavy guilt, ftinging us with bitter 
Tmy».fiiif^ remorfe and anxious fear, keeping us Under mifera- 
'^* ble bohdage, expofing us to extreme mifchief and 

mifery ; them our Lord hath alfo routed and van^ 
quifhed : in regard to this performance was the name 
Jefus afligned to him ; as the Angel told Jofeph : 
Matt i. 21. Shefhall bear a Son, and thoufhalt call his name Jefus, 
15?'"''' for he ^allfave his people from their fins: [From their 
fins ; taking in all the caufes and the confequences 
of them ; ^ from all thofe fpiritual enemies, which 

draw 

. ** *0 Xpro< i vio^ t5 0i« K(/^»oc ifui* rtf yini w dv^ftivvv ^d rof 
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diaw us, or drive us into them ; from the guilt ands er m. 
obooxioufhefs to punifhment, the terror and an- vi, 

guiiii of confcience, the wrath and difpleafure of 

God fcdlowing upon them,, the flavery under their 
dominion, the final condemnation and fufferance of 
grievous pain$ for them •,] the guilt of fin he parti- 
cularly freed us from ; for he hved uSj andwq/heduSKcv, i. 5. 
from ourfin$ in his own blood. Chrifl: died for finners, 
(for t)s then being finners,) that is, that he might de-^ 
liver us from our fins, with all their caufes, adjundls^ 
and confequences. He hare our fins on his own body i Pet. 1. 19. 
on the tre^\ the blood ofChrift cleanfeth us from all fin ; i^^^i^j.^'g. 
h is the propitiation for our fins ^ and for the fins of the } John i. 7. 
whole 'world ; he was m(iiufefied to take away our fins \ Iv/io."* ^ 
once in the end of the, world hath he appeared to put^^^* »• 3- 
away fin \us a^erno-iv dfAxpriet;^ to the abolition o/*y/«)Rom/ii?. 
by the facrifice of himfelf\ we are jufiified freely by^^- 
Gods grace, through ihe redemption that is in Ori/f Rom! Iv.'s* 
Jefiis ; by his obedience nuiny are cot^ituted righteous y ^» 7- 
(or. free from the guilt and imputation of fin ;) hejufi 
tifi^s the ungodly; covering their fins y and not imputing 
then^ unto them. So doth he wipe away the guilt of 
fin J and he voids the condemnation paffed for 
them ; for there is no condemnation to them that are in R<mi. viH. 
Ohrijt Jefus\ wh(jf is there that can condemn, fince^*^^* 
Chrifi hath died, or rather hath rifen again? 

He hath alfo appeafed God's wrath for fin, and 
removed the eflfe<fts of it, (the punilhment and 
vengc^ce du^ to fin and threatened for it :) fo that 
hing emtfueSi we were reconciled to God by the death ©/"Rom. v. 10. 
Aif &« ; being jufiified by faith, we have peace with '' 
God, through our Lord Jefus Chrifi : Jefus is the o'*^^*^-*'- 
P«o/f«v«j, who delivers m from the wrath to come i^m.^.^. 
heing jufiified by his bloody wejhall befitved by him from 
wrath. 
T^ie ftrength and dominion of fin he hath alfo 

Theod, 5.9. 

broken. 
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8 E R M. broken, by the grace afforded us, whereby we art 

VI. able to refift and avoid it : fo that 7?« henceforth Jhah 

Rom. vi. "^^ dommeer over uSy or reign in our mortal body : Beini 

14, la, iB,freed from Jiny we are enjlaved to righteoii/hefs, ana 

**' ^- madefervants to God* The body offtn is de/lroyed,/d 

that we no longer ferve Jin. Whence confequently hA 

hath fubdued, utterly weakened, or quite deftroyed (a* 

to any force or mifchievous influence upon us) thofeg 

other adverfaries, which depend upon fin, and by its" 

power oppofe and afflift us. 

Our Confcience is fuch an enemy accufing us, con- 
demning us, vexing us with the memory and fenfe 
of fin ; fuggefling to us the depth of our guilt, and 
the danger of our ftate, terrifying us with the cx- 
pe6lation of puniftiment and vengeance: but our 
Lord (by fecuring us of mercy and favour upon re- 
pentance and fincere obedience) hath filenced and 
Hcb.ix. 14. ftilled this adverfary ; hath by his blood (as the A 



ftle to the Hebrews fays) purged our confcience from 
dead works ; hath delivered them^ who through fear of 
death were all their life^timejtcbje£l to bondage \ fo that 
thence we obtain a fteady peace of mind, a joyful 
fatisfaftion in the fervice of Grod, a comfortable hope 
Rom XV. of future blifs : peace, comfort , andyoy are the adjunas 
Rom. xiv. of tl;iat ftate he Ihall put us into, and the fruits of 
cli. V 2% ^^^ fpirit he beftoweth on us. 
Gal*. iL 16*. The Law alfo (in its rigour, as requiring exacft 
Heb.'vii. obedicnce, and as denouncing vengeance to them 
19. who in any point violate it) is, by reafon of our 

Rom! %u weaknefs and inability fo perfeftly to obfervc it, an 
3. enemy to us ; juftifying no man, perfedling no man, 

^^•/"' "• caufing, increafing, aggravating, quickening^ declaring 
Rom. vii. fin ; yielding occafton to Jin ofmling uSy working wratn, 
RomAv.i5,^i^0^^i^i death and condemnation^ fubjeSing us to a 
iii. 20. V. curfe^ (as St. Paul teacheth us :) but our Lord, by mi- 
J^io" 11' tig^^^g ^^ abating the extreme rigour thereof, by 
1 Cor XV. procuring an acceptance of fincere (though not ac- 
a Cor. iii. curate) obedience, by purchafing and difpenfing par- 
^9- don for tranfgrefiion thereof upon repentance, by 

confening 
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confenii^ competent ftret^h and ability to perform^ er m. 
kin an acceptable degree, hath brought under this vi. 

adverfary ; hath redeemed us from the curfe of the law; 

hathjtf/lified and imputed righteotf/he/s to us without the ^^' "*• "» 
ivorks of the lawy (withput fuch punAual perform- Rj)*m. Hi. 
ances as the lawexaAs:) we are deliveried from the^*^-^^ ^ 
lawy (as to thofe effc<Sts of it; the condemning, difcou- Rom! vii. 
raging, enflaving us,) we ceafe to be under the law, ^•^'J^^ 
(in thofe refpecfts,) being under grace, being led byGii.V/i8. 
the Spirit, as St. Paul tells us. The Law ind^ is ftiii 
our mle, our guide, our governor ; we are obliged 
to follow and obey it ; but it ceafes to be a tyrant 
over us, a tormentor of us. 

Death is alio an enemy, {the lajl enemy ^ faith St. i Cor. xt. 
Paul, which Jhall bedejlroyedjis deaths) the enemy, *^* 
which naturally we moil fear ai)d ^ibominate ; .that 
which would utterly deftroy us-ii , 

This en^my pur XfQrd hath.vanquiihed and de-Aai 11.14. 
ftroyed : by his de^ ^nd refurrec^ion he opened J^^'* *^' 
the way to a happy immortality ; he abolijhed deathjOk. i. 18. 
md brought life and immortality to light by tfie Gpfpeh^l^;^ l^ 
tie by his death defeated him that had the power of^nyn 
death ; and delivered them, who by fear of death werei^{^^ i. 
through their whole lifefubjeii to bondage ; he pulled »0' 
out fin, which is the fling of death, and reverfed the"**** "* '** 
fentence of condemnation, to which we all flood ob- 
noxious. The wages of Jin (that which wt had de-Roin.?i, 
fcrved, and was by law due to us for it) was death ;^^' 
iut the gift of God is everlq/ling life, by Jejtis Qhrift 
9ur Lord. 

Laflly, Hell, (that is, utter darknefs, extreme diicom- 
fort, intolerable and endlefe mifery,) the mofl difmal 
of dl enemies, our Lord hath, by tiie virtue of his 
merits, and the power of his grace, put Us into ;a 
capacity of avoiding ; he hath (as St. Paul before i Thefl: i. 
teUs us) delivered us from the wrath to come. Hell, J°^, ^^^ 
^here is thy viffory? Death and Hell Jhall be caM into ss- 
the lake of fire. ; ^r*"* 

Thus t^tfa o\xv Lord, in our behalf yanqukSied 

and 
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tRRM. and defeated every thifig that is oppofi«e, or pwgadi 
Ti. cial to our ftlvarion ami welfare. 'Many indeed o 
tliefe things do in a more immediate, more pectlliar 
, and more lignal manner concern the feithfel naenu 
beps of the Ckrijfian Church, and are cJire^ftly applies 
to them ; yet all of them ih fome fort, accordmg t< 
God's defign, and in refpeft to a^ remote capacity 

^ may be referred to all men. They are benefits whicl 

God intended for all men, and which allmeit (if the; 
be not faulty and wantittg to themfelves) may ob 
tain. Hbw they more efpecially appjertain to tta 
feithfuJ, we niay ihew afterward; 

APPLICATION.; 

• i .' Hence arifeth great matter and' caufe of 'gloria 

fying God ; both from the thing itfelf, and hBtK^ 

tent; for thenftagriitude of behencence is'to beefti- 

. ' 'm&ti^d, not only acctjrding to the deferee^of qn^ky, 

but according to its amplitude of c^je(ft r tof redeem 

; .! any doth fignify goodnefs, to redeem mtlny doth^in- 

creafe it, to redeem all doth adrance it to the h^- 

., .1 . eft pitcb; the more are obliged, the greater is rW 

glory due to the b€nefa<?Vor. 

litncc: ^t earth being full of the goodmfr of the ^^^ 
the Lord being gracious unto ally and his merey being 
over aU his wo^s, all creatures partaking of God's 
bounty, is fo often infifted upon in thofe divine 
hynins, as^ a ground, of praife to God. 

Some fo do indeed fpeak of glorifying God for his 
difcriminating grace, as if grace thc^ narrower it 
were, the better it were : but is not fdfifhncfs and 
envy at the bottom of this ^ Is not this the dtfpo- 
tion of thofein the Gofpel, who murmtsred^-^-^-^is thif 
eye evil beeaufe mine is good? ' 

It is dangerous to reftrain God*s^ benevolence and 
beneficence within bounds narrower than they really 
are; thereby diminifhing his glory. 

2i Hereby is^difeovered tfee general obligatfion of 
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men to love Gpd; to praife bUn> to ferv^ l^iii^ insERjj. 
fenfe pf hi^goqidne(s, ii^ regai:d tp his beneficence^ yj. 
put di grati|tade toward him. If God hath been fo ' 
kindly affeA^d to\A(ar4 m?i>^ and fo careful of their 
welfare^ as for procuring and promoting their, laly^ 
tion to provide a Saviour for thepfH to defigpj his 
WQ beloved Son to that perfornunce, in prpfecutipp 
thereof depr^fling hjina into fo lo>v a ftate, expo%g 
|iim to fu<;b inconveniences, a^ indigni^es, fvich 
,gofles and af?i(3:ior)^, hpw j^iuch then are all ni^ti 
glpliged, to lp,ve him, a,s th^r gracjoi^ friend an^ be- 
nefadlor ^ to praife and^ ce^ebr^e hw fQ^ihis^ ^^y^V^ 
and mercjr, to render all blq^ngs ^4 thanjcs Wp 
him? This certaiiily is the. duty of .a.11, if the re?-Apoc.T.9. 
demptipn iOi God's defign jqe^dx tp all^ oth^rwife ip ^j^V;,^;, 
reality it lieth on few, in fracfticp it co^i4 ^^9^ 
tppch aqy. / They cannpt be oWig^dtotlunJk} Qpd 
for their iredeniiptipn, who axe^pol: <;>t)l^ged: tp -hip^ ^ 
the thipg itfelf; they c^nij^pt hqfptijj r^fe^jt t|j^ 
nefs, who are not aflfired th^t it ei^tq^ds to th^qqi: 
apd to fui^h.aflwrance (^ccpr^ing tp theid<^^i|Xf of 
particular redemption) it i^ ,ceiia^ th^jt, very few 
men, efpeqi^y of the beft mpn, can arrive ; it is, a 
queftion whether apy men arrive thereto. 

Accoriding to the fenfe of all men, it is dfo np eafy 
thing to knpw certainly, whether a man at prefent 
be in the ftate of grace : and he tjtiat dott^ nojti know 
that, cannot (except upon the fppre of genc^.ra- 
(Jfemption) be affured th^t he i$ redeem^} and 
therefore ca|>np^ thank God. 

It hath been the common dodlrine of Chrifbendpm 
for fifteen hundred years together, that no man (with- 
out a fpecial revelation) can in this life be affured p£ 
his perfeverance, and confequently not of Jbis fa^var 
tiqn; and confequently npt of his eleAipn orr^demp- 
tioa, in cafe only they who are faved are in the defiga 
of God i:edeemed : no man therefOTe, without that 
fpecial revelatip%,can thank Gpd heartily Tor his rer 
Qox^tion, as beifi^ imcertain thereof, i^ being a fe- 
crct refer ved i^ Go4'8 hreaft . 

It 
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ir^s R M. It is yet a farther difficulty, fuppofing a m^ to 

ti. have a good aflurance of his pretent Hate, to be d"- 

"" fured of his final perfeverance in it : which he that 

hath not, cannot (except upon the faid fcore) thank 

Grod for it. 

The beft men efpecially, who, out of modefky and 
humility, are apt to doubt of their prefent ftate ; 
who fhidying tneir hearts, and difcovering many im- 
perfeAions in themfelves ; who refiedling on their 
lives, and obferving in them many defeats, are apt to 
queflion whether they are qualified for God's fa- 
vour, or fitted for the future account and enjoyment 
of heaven ; who confidering the treachery of their 
Vi _ hearts, the feeblenefs of their reafon, that unfteadinefs 
of their refohition, will be apt to fe^ they may fall 
;iway, wilj be rendered hence uncapable to give God 
thanks for their redemption : only the bold and 
blirid 'bayards (who ufually out of felf-conceit are fo 
exceedingly confident ^f their eleiSlibn and falvation) 
/will be able to praife God for it. 
• Hence the affurance of falvation happening to 
few, and of them to much fewer upon gooid grounds ; 
It biing necefTary to none, it being perhaps (yet far 
more probably, according to the general fenfe of 
tllhriftendom) groundlefs to any; few or none are ca- 
pable to render Grod praife and thanks for it: fo 
fhall he lofe in efFeft all thanks for the greateft be- 
nefit h^ did ever confer on mankind. 

It is therefore a dangerous opinion, which check- 
eth. their gratitude, which floppeth their mouths 
from prailing God, which fo depriveth God of his 
due praife. It is much more fafe to praife Grod for 
the benefits we conceive we have, but have not, than 
to negle<ft to praife him for that we have. 

3. This doArine doth afford great matter of com- 
jfort : If a man refleAing on his own heart and wa^s 
(obferving in them many blemifhes and defeats) is 
apt to be difcouraged, yet it will raife him to confi- 
der, that he is not thereby excluded fix)m a polfibi- 
lity of falvation, feemg he is aiOTuied of Grod's favour- 
able 
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able inclination, and who hath exprefled fo much s e r m. 
good- will and favour. toward him in his redemption ; vi. 
feeing he is perfuaded, that he hath a Saviour fo 
kindly and pitifully affe6lcd toward him ; who 
wiflieth him well ; who is concerned in his falvation, 
that he might not be croffed or defeated in his de- 
figns, that he might not lofe the efFecfts of his endea- 
vours, the price of his blood. But he that feeth 
himfelf in fo doubtful a condition, as to his own 
qualifications, and withal hath no aflurance that 
God was ever gracioufly difpofed toward him, pannot 
but thereby be much difcouraged. 

This do(ftrine therefore is fafe and ufeful ; it can 
do no man harm ; it may do him great good, by 
giving him hopes of being aiEfted and accepted of 
his Redeemer. But the other is dangerous, as tend- 
ing to difcourage and dejedl men. 

4. This dodlrine is a great incitement to the per- 
formance of duty ; both as working upon men's in- 
genuity, and difpofing them in gratitude to ferve 
God, fh)m the refentment of their obligation for fo 
great a favour ; and as afluring them of acceptance 
in cafe of endeavour to obey. How can he but be 
moved willingly to ferve God, who hath an appre- 
hcnfion of God's fuch merciful delign t9 fave him ; 
of his having done fo much in order thereto ? 

But how can he be moved to ferve God in confi- 
deration of fuch a benefit, who is ignorant of its 
being intended him ? How can any man apply himfelf 
cheerfully to ferve that mafter, whofe favourable in- 
dinarion toward him, whof(? readinefs to accept his 
fcrvice, he doubteth of? 

The ApofUes propound it as a ground of grati- 1 o>r. a. 
tude, and an obligation to the performance of duty,^^^j 
Aat they are redeemed by Chrift ; which fuppofeth 
diey do all know. and beheve it. 

Suppofing Chrift is not the Redeemer of all, but of 

Aofe only who Ihall be finally faved, thefe grounds 

of thankfulncfs and enforcements of duty cannot 

vol,. I. 1 properly 
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a «RM. properly or pertinently refpeft all Chriftians, and in- 
VI. deed only tbofe who are fure of their falvation. 

My thanking Chrift for his redeeming me, my di- 
ligently ferving him as my Redeemer, foppofeth my 
opinion, and is grounded upon the truth oi his being 
really fo : — I cannot heartily, confidently, or com- 
fortably do it, except I know it, and am aflured 
thereof ; which I cannot do, except Chrift died for all 
men, or that 1 am affured of my particular election, 
. So that either Chrift is an univerfal Saviour, or 
the greateft part of Chriftians are difobliged and in- 
capacitated reafonably to thank him, to praife him, 
to ferve him, as they are enjoined to do. 

5. It is a great aggravation of infidelity, of apo- 
ftafy, of all difobedience, that they who are guilty of 
them, do fruftrate the defigns and undertakings of 
Chrift, do reje<ft the overtures of his grace, do abufc 
the goodnefs and mercy of their Redeemer ; it confe- 
quendy deterreth from thofe things. 
Luke Tii. The Phartfees and Lawyers rejected the counfel of God 
30- toward them; (God therefore defigned their good.) 

Hcb. ii. 3. Howjhall we efcape that negleSlfo great falvation f 
A falvation which they were capable of, which was 
defigned for them, which was offered to them; other- 
wife there would have been no danger in negle<5ling 
it, no fault in doing it. 

' It is faid of the Jews at Antioch in Pifidia, that 
m% xiii. they did dwuiuir^ai, thrufi away the Gofpel^ {the word of 
2<f 4^. falvation^ that was fent them,) judging themfelves un- 
worthy of eternal life : Grod did think fit out of good- 
nefe ferioufly to offer it*to them, but they did not 
think fit to embrace it. 
2 Bet. Hi. 9. - Defpifefi thou the riches of God's goodnefs f How 
Rom.ii.4.^ any man defpife that which doth not concern: 
him, which never was offered him, which at leaft he. 
hath no ground of confidence, that it extendethto. 

him ? 

John V. 34, Thefe things I ffeak that ys^may. he faved: fo our 
^*' Lord faith to thofe^-^-^i-^^wAo did not heliesvtin Mm.^ . 
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Hovo often have Iwilled^ &c. s E r M. 

Denying the Lord that bought them. vi. 

6. It is a great encouragement and excitement to m^^j^ ^^j^^^^^ 
devotion. Who can be backward of having recourfes?. 

to his Redeemer ; or of uling his mediation ? Whom* ^^* "' '* 
will not fuch an experiment of goodnefs invite and 
encourage? 

But the contrary apprehenlion muft needs damp 
devotion^ ^d difcourage from it» He can apply 
himfelf to God but faintly, and diftruftfuUy, who 
diftrtdieth whether he hath any Redeemer or Media- 
tor or no ; who muft thus conceive and fay to him*^ 
felf: Perhaps God hath loved me, and perhaps he 
never had nor will have any regard to my welfare. 
Perhaps Chr^ died with intention to do me good ; 
perhaps he never did mean any fuch thing : perhaps 
thofe expreffions of kindnefs (bunding fo generally do 
not include me ; perhaps I am excluded, and only de- 
luded by them. When a man cannot fay to Chrift, 
O my Saviour !^0 my Mediator ! &c. nor ufe his 
interceffion with God for the procurement of faith, of 
grace, of any good thing. 

7. It is a ground and motive of charity; there arif- 
ing thence a more confiderable relation between all 
men ; being all the objeAs of Chrift's love and mer- 
cy fliould endear men to one another ; it^ rendereth 
every man valuable in our eyes, as dear and precious 
in Good's fight. It Ihould make his falvation defira- 
blc to us. 

Fray for all men, faith St. Paul. 
The contrary opinion removeth this ground of 
charity ; and fo cooleth it. 

8. It Ihould confequendy render us careful to pro- 
mote the falvation of others, and fearful to hinder it 
by ill example, by ill dodtrine, by any mift)ehaviour. 
So doth St. Paul argue, when he faith, Dejiroyeji thou 
him for whom Chriji died? 

9. It is a piece of juftice to acknowledge the right 
and intereft of every man in his Saviour. 

' ■ ^ 12 A wrong 
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s E K M. A wrong to exclude any; to confine and appropriate 
VI. this great bleffing ; to engrofs, to inclofe a common ; 
to reftrain that by forging diftindlions, which is fo un- 
limitedly exprefled. 

The undertakings and performances of our )Sa- 
viour did refpedl ^ men, as the common works of 
nature do ; as the air we breathe in, as the fun which 
Ihineth on us ; the which are not given to any man 
particularly, but to all generally ; not as a proper 
inclofure, but as a common — they are indeed mine, 
but not otherwife than as they do belong to all 
men. 

A gift they are to all equally, though they do not 
prove to all a bleffing ; there being no common gift, 
which by the reftifal, negle A, or ill ufe of it may not 
prove a curfc— -^ySvottr of death. 



SERMON 
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/ Believe, &c. 



Of juftifying Faith. 

Rom. v. I. 

Therefore being jiiftrfied by faith j we have peace with 
Gody through our Lord Jejus Chrt/i. 

IHEREFORE; that word implies the text tosBKM. 
be a conclufion (by way of inference, or of re- vii. 

capitulation) refulting from the precedent difcourfe; 

it is indeed the principal conclufion, which (as being 
fuppofed a peculiar and a grand part of the Chriftian 
doftrine, and deferving therefore a ftrong proof and 
clear vindication) St. Paul defigned by feveral argu- 
ments to make good. tTpon the words, being of 
fuch importance, I ihould fo treat, as firft to ex- 
plain them, or to fettle their true fenfe; then to 
make fome practical application of the truths they 
contain. 

As to the explicatory part, I flioiild confider firft, 
what the faith is, by which we are faid to be jufti- 
fied ; 2. what being juftified doth import ; 3. how 
by fuch faith we are fo juftified ; 4. what the peace 
with God is, here adjoined to juftification ; 5. what 

1 3 relation 
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SER M. relation the whole matter bears to our Lord Jcfus 
VII. Chrift ; or how through him being juftified, we have 
" peace with God ; in the profecution of which parti- 
culars it would appear, who the perfoiis juftified are, 
and who juftifies. us ; with other circumftances inci- 
dent. 

I fhall at this time only infift upon the firft parti- 
cular, concerning the notion of faith proper to this 
place ; in order to the refolution of which inquiry, I 
Ihall lay down fome ufeful obfervations : and, 

I . Firft, I obferve, that/ari/A, or belief, in the vul- 
gar acception, doth fignify (as we have it briefly de- 
Top. 4, 5. Icribed m Ariftotle*s Topicks) a o-^oJf « uVox»i\)/k, an 
earnefi opinion or perfuafion of mind concerning the 
truth of fome matter propounded. Such an opinion 
being produced by, or grounded upon fome forcible 
.reafon, (either immediate evidence of the matter, or 
fenfe and experiencjc, or fome ftrong argument of 
reafon, or fome credible teftimony ; * for whatever 
. we affent unto, and judge true upon any fuch grounds 
and inducements, we are commonly faid to believe,) 
this is the popular acception of the word ; and ac- 
cording thereto I conceive it ufually fignifies in holy 
Scripture; which being not penned by mafters of 
human art or fcience, nor direcfted to perfons of 
more than ordinary capacities or improyetnents, doth 
not intend to ufe words otherwife than in the moft 
: plain and ordinary manner. 

Belief therefore in general, I fuppofe, denotes ja 

';.firm perfuafion of mind concerning the truth of what 

13 propounded 5 whether it be fome one fingle pro- 

. * Aut prcba efle qua&credis j aut fi non probas, quomodo cfc- 
dis? T^rtuI, adv. Marc, v. i. ^ 

*'Ora9 yap v^ vifw^* xat yntff«l«coi airif awit al apx^* iwir»Tcu* 
j^ri/i. Eih. y'u $. 

*Aftrori\fif TO iiFQfAivojf rri lirtsii4.n ufTfdM «v* a^n^hj to ^i t* vin* <^"4* 
^ra-t^ Clems Strom. 2. p» ^^7* 

"Emoi y«f virf t^^*» ^fh Wo» •♦? ^{a{wtF, v trtfot oi? iw{r«»T»». 
4ri/i. Etb. vil ^. ^ , v 

J pofition, 
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Jwfition, (as when Abraham believed, that G(9J«;tfjfSEJiii^ 
Me to perform what he hadpromifed ; and Sarah, that vii» 
God J who had promifedj was faithfulj) or fome fyfteniRom. ivv"" 
of propofitions, as when we are faid to believe ^^^^^^y^ ^i ' 
wordy (that is, all which by his prophets was in his i/, \il' 
name declared ;) to believe the truth y (that is, all the pro- ^^^^i^fj^, 
pofitions taught in the tnie religion as fo ;) to believe 12. 
God's commandments J {ihat is, the doArines in God's J^^**^- "• 
law to be true, and the precepts thereof to be good ;) pfaimcxix. 
to believe the Go/pel y (that is, to be perfuaded of the^^^y^^^^ 
truth of all the propofitions aflerted or declared in PhU. 1/27. 
the Gofpel.) 

2. I obferve fecondly, that whereas frequently 
fome perfon, or fingle thing, is reprefented {verba te- 
rms) as the objedl of faith, this doth not prejudice^ 
or in efFedl alter tlie notion I mentioned ; for it is 
only a figurative manner of foeaking, whereby is al- 
ways meaht the being perluaded concerning the 
truth of fome propofition, or propofitions, relating 
to that perfon or thing : for otherwife it is unintelli- 
gible how any incomplex thing, as they fpeak, can 
be the complete or immediate objeft of belief. Be- 
fide fimple apprehenfion (or framing the bare idea of 
f thing) there is jio operation of a man's mind ter- 
minated upon one fingle obje<ft; and belief of a thing 
furely implies more than a fimple apprehenfion there^ 
of: what it is, for infl:ance, to believe this or that 
propofition about a man, or a tree, (that a man is 
luch a kind of thing, that a tree hath this or that 
property,) is very eaTy to conceive j but the phrafc 
believing a man, or a tree, (taken properly, or exclud- 
ing figures,) is altogether infignificant and imintelli- 
gible : indeed to believe, -jrinuav, is the eflfedt t5 w£- 
'^u(F^ony of a perfuafive argument, and the refult of 
ratiocination ; whence in Scripture it is commended^^ 
or difcommended, as implying a good or bad ufc oC 
Tfiafon. The proper objedl of faith is therefore fomo. 
propofition deduced from others by difcourfe ; as it. 
IS faid, that many of the Samaritans believed iti Chrijly john it. 35. 
hcaufe of the womarCs wordy who tejlified that he told. 
* 1 4 her 
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5 B R M. her all that ever fie did\ or as St. Thomas believed^ 
vii» hecaufe hefaw\ or as when it is faid, that many he- 
John XX. Ueved on our LorSs name, beholding the miracles which 
Johnii 1 ^^ ^^^* ^^^^ then, for example, the Jews are re- 
Exod. iiv.' quired to beheve Mofes, (or to believe in Mofes, after 
|^^i^;|; the Hebrew manner of fpeaking,) it is meant, to be 
&c ' *perfuaded of the truth of what he delivered, as pro- 
ceeding from divine revelation ; or to believe him to 
be what he profefled himfelf, a meffenger or prophet 
2 Chr. XX. of God. So to believe the Prophets, or in the Prophets, 
(rW'^a?!) w^ to be perfuaded concerning the truth 
of what they uttered in God's name, (that the doc- 
trines were true, the commands were to be obeyed, 
the threats and promifes Ihould be performed, the 
Lukcxxiv. prediAions fhould be accomplifhed : to believe all 
*^ which the Prophets did fay, as our Saviour fpeaks ; to 

14. ' believe all things written in the Prophets, as St. Paul.) 
So to believe God's works (a phrafe we have in the 
Pf. ixxyui. Pfalms) fignifies, to be perfuaded, that thofe works 
^** did proceed from God, or were the efFedls of his 

Jcr. xvii. 5. good providence : to believe in man (that which is fo 
PftS-cxvUi. often prohibited and diffuaded) denotes the being 
«>*c. perfuaded, that man in our need is able to relieve 
and fuccour us : laftly, to believe in God (a duty fo 
often enjoined and inculcated) is to be perfuaded, 
that God is true in whatever he fays, faithful in per- 
formance of what he promifes ; perfedlly wife, pow- 
erful, and good ; able and willing to do us good : 
the being perfuaded, I fay, of all thefe propofitions, 
or fuch of them as fuit the prefent circumftances 
and occafion, is to believe in God : thus, in fine, to 
believe on a perfop, or thing, is only a ihort expref- 
fion (figuratively) deaoting the being perfuaded of 
the truth of fome propofition relating, in one way or 
other, to that perfon or thing, (which way is com- 
monly difcernible by confidering the nature, or flate 
of fuch a perfon, or fuch a thing ;) the ufe of which 
obfervation may afterward appear. 

3. I obferve thirdly, that (as it is ordinary in like 
cafe$ concerning the ufe of words) the word belief is 

by 
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h^ z. kind oi J^necdoche (or metonymy ^ if you pleafe) s er M. 
fo commonly extended in lignification, as, together vii. 

with ftich a perfuafion as we fpoke of, to imply what- 

ever by a kmd of neceffity, natural or moral, doth 
refult from it ; fo comprehending thofe adts of will, 
thofe affecSlions of foul, and thofe deeds, which may 
be prefumed confequent upon fuch a perfuafion : for 
inftance, when God commanded Abraham to forfake 
his country, promifing him a happy eftablifhment in 
die land of Canaan, with a perpetual bleffing upon 
his poflerity ; Abraham was perfuaded concerning 
the power and fidelity of God, and concerning the 
tmth of what was promifed and foretold ; in that 
perfuafion his faith, according to the firft, proper, and 
reftrained fenfe, did confift : but becaufe fi-om fuch Rom. It. 
a perfuafion (being fincere, and fl:rong enough) there *°' 
did naturally and duly refult a fatisfatflion, or ac- 
quiefcence in the matter enjoined as befl: to be done ; 
a choice and refolution to comply with God*s ap- 
pointment ; an eflfedlual obedience, a cheerful ex- 
peAation of a good iflTue thereupon ; therefore all 
thofe difpofitions of foul and adlions concurring be- 
come exprefled by the name of faith, (that firfl: per- 
fuafion being the principle and root of them :) for 
it is for his faith that he is highly commended ; it is 
for it that he obtained fo favourable an approbation 
and acceptance from God. Yet fuppofing Abraham 
to have had fuch a perfuafion concerning God ; and 
yet to have difliked what God required, or to have 
refolved againft doing it, or to have indeed difo- 
beyed, or to have difregarded the happy fuccefs ; it 
is plain that Abraham as to the whole matter de- 
fended rather much blame, than any commendation ; 
and would not upon that account have had righteouf- Jtimaii. 
nefs imputed to him^ and have been called the friend of^^* 
God: when therefore his faith is fo magnified, that 
word comprehends not his bare perfuafion only, but 
all thofe concomitants thereof, which if they had not 
gone along therewith^ it had been a proof, that fuch 

a per- 
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j3 EB. M.a perfuafion was not fincere, (not dinmik^iros wtic, an 
VII. undifembled faith ; fuch as St. Paul commends in Ti- 

^mothy,) or not ftrong enough, (not a^»axptTof Wr»j, an 

I Tim, i, s^undoubting faith,) but a weak, afmallj a dead, an in- 
Jamw'iii.^'cff^^^^^ faith; which come under blame and re- 
17. . proof; but the effect Ihewed, that he did not (as St. 
Rom! xiv.°* Paul fays) aV^iv^n; ri? **Vfi, had not a weak, or fickly 
I- ... faith; nox flaggered at the promife of God \ hxxtwas 
10. ^''^^^ Jirong in faith, giving glory to God; which he did not 
Rom. iv. only in believing his word, but in fuiting his afFec- 
Matt. vi. tions, and yielding obedience thereto : (*/$•«» uV^'xso-w 
3o.viii. ^^ii^ix^iHy) by faith he obeyed, fo as to for fake his country. 
Jam. ii. 17. fays the Apoftle to the Hebrews; and faith thus 
??•, . taken is not only a fingle a6l of a man's underftand- 
Hcb.xK 8; mg, or will, but a complex of many dilpolitions and 
acStions, diffufed through divers faculties of a man, 
denoting the whole complication of good difpo- 
iitions and adtions relating to one matter ; which 
attend upon a true and earneft perfuafion concern- 
ing it ; right choice, fubmiffion, and fatisfa<ftion of 
mind, firm refolution, dutiful obedience, conflant 
and cheerful hope, or the like. 

4. I obferve more nearly to our purpofe, fourthly, 
that the faith here fpoken of (being here and other- 
where put abfolutely, or by itfelfy without any ad- 
junct: of limitation or diftinftion) is often fet down 
with terms annexed thereto, explaining and deter- 
Rora. iii. 3, mining it ; being fometimes fl:yled t\it faith ofChri/l, 
Gaut 16, ^fJ^f^^i of God, (t8 XfirH, tS 'lfifl-2, t2 0f«,) fometimes 
20. Hi. 22. faithuj[>onChri^,(tUX(ifov,ajxdin) X^i^ov, ) faith in Chrift, 
^K^^%\tl{iv Xf^rSy) faith to Chrifi, to the Lord, to God, (*ir£u£if 



T^ Xp»ry, Tw Kuf »M, Tw (diZ,) faith upoti the name of Chrifi, 
•if, "'(^jg 9VQfjt,»,) faith of his name, (Wric tS iuiiMotro^,) faith to 



21. 

xxiv. 
xxvi 



*4- his name, {rf IviisMn :) which phrafes, all queflnonlefs 
CoLiL^sV denoting the fame thing, do imply this faith to con- 
*c. ^ fifl: in being perfuaded concerning the truth of fomc 
I?* * *^*'propofitions chiefly relating to our Lord and Saviour 

A£U ix. 42. . 

xxii. 19, &c. Iv, Gal. iii. 26. i Tim. iii. 13. 2 Tim. iii. 15. A6b xiii. 39, &c. rf X;. 
A6U V. 14. x'vi. 34- xviii. 28. xxvii. 25. John v. 24. x. 37, 38.xiv. 11, &c. liV •N^,'joha 
i. 12. ii. 23. I John t. 13, &c. A€U iii. i6. rv. x John iii. 23. ry . 

Jefus 
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Mas Chrifty either as grounded upon his authority, SB^jt M* 
or appertaining to his perfon. Now what fuch pro- yii. 
pofitions are, we may learn from other expreffions, "7 
defcriptions, or circumlocutions declaring the nature ^"|^j'*^y^' 
.and quality of this faith : it is fometimes caUed the x Pet. !▼. ' 
belief of the Gofpely (that is, of the whole fyftem.ofixheff.iL 
do(ftrines, and laws, and promifes, and prophecies j»»> 3- 
taught, delivered, or declared by Chrift, and hisj/uT'"'*^' 
Apoftles : RepeiitjidsA St. John the Baptift, andhelieve'^^' «• "• 
the Go/pel,) the belief of the truth, (that body of truth, "Ti;«!!'ii. 
fignally fo called, which was taught by the fame4»*c. 
authors,) the acknowledgement of the fame truth, ^6,^7, 
(* vifoiy and myvuxui tiiv aXti^nav are in St. Paul the '^ •'°'*" *»^ 
fame.) Equivalent to thofe defcriptions of this faith c john xH. 
are thofe expreffions, which fet it out by yielding ^^*^!'-j*- 
affent (generally) to what our Lord Chrift and his <i John iu.' 
Apoftles taught, or to fome chief points of their doc- Ij^j^^ j ^^ 
trine, inferring the reft ; the ^ believing y ^ hearing , ^re- xiii. 20. v. 
■ceiving the word ofGody of Chrift yoi the Apofttes, ^^^^\o\iXi vi. 
receiving Ckriffs te^imony, and (which is the fame)37>44> ^5- 
} receiving Chrifi himfelf\ ^ coming unto Chrift y (that is, ]^jj°* ^^ 
as difciples to their Mafter, as fervants to their Lord, 28. 
as perfons oppreffed and enflaved to their Deliverer ;) 8.''v!*z4^^vl 
^the believing (and knowing) that Jefus wasfent by God, 29-. x>- 4*- 
.and came from him ; ** the believing that Jefus was xvii.^ri. 
what he profeffed himfelf to be ; » the confejftng, th^t •* Johri viii. 
Jejiis Chrift is come In theflefh ; that Jefus is the Chrifi, ^t John iv! 
the fon of God, he which Jhould come into the world \^^ i5« v. i, 
the King of Ifrael ; that God raifed him from the dead ; j^n iv. 42. 
by the belief of which one point, as involving the-'^*^"'-49. 
reft, St. Paul exprefleth this faith : ^If thou,idAXh he,Aas^iiii. 
Jhalt confefswith thy mouth the Lord Jefus, and fhaltl'i^^^ ^ 
Mieve with thy heart that God raifed him from the*oitKwaf 
dead, thoufhalt befaved. . T^^LT 

. 'the refult, upon conlidering all which expreffions John vi. 45. 
declaratory of the nature of this faith (for this furely 
is not different from that, which is fo commonly 
otherwhere reprefented in our Saviour's and his 
Apoftles' difcourfes and writings, as a great duty re- 
quired 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



124 ^JHft^fy^H Faith. 

8 B R M. quired of us ; as a virtue (or aft of virtue) highly 
VII. commendable^ as an efpecial inftrument of our fal- 
vation, as a neceflary condition prerequifitc to our 
partaking the benefits and privileges by divine fa- 
vour conferred on Chriftians) — the refult, I fay, is 
this, that by this faith (as to the firft and primary 
fenfe thereof) is underftood the being truly and firmly 
perfuaded in our minds, that Jefus was what he pro- 
feffed himfelf to be, and what the Apoftles teftified 
him to be ; the Meffias, by God defigned, foretold, 
and promifed to be fent into the world, to redeem, 
govern, inftrudk, and fave mankind ; our Redeemer 
and Saviour, our Lord and Mafter, our King and 
Judge ; the great High Prieft, and Prophet of God ; 
the being aflured of thefe, and all other propofitions 
connexed with thefe ; or, in Ihort, the being tho- 
roughly perfuaded of the truth of that Gofpel, which 
was revealed and taught by Jefus and his Apoftles. 
That this notion is true, thofe defcriptions of this 
faith, and phrafes expreffing it, do fufRciently fhew ; 
the nature and reafon of the thing doth confirm the 
fame ; for that fuch a faith is, in its kind and order, 
apt and fufficient to promote God's defign of faving 
us, to render us capable of God's favour ; to purge 
our hearts, and work that change of mind, which is 
neceflary in order to the obtai/iing God*s favour, 
and enjoying happinefs ; to produce that obedience, 
which God requires of us, and without which we 
• cannot be faved ; thefe things are the natural refults 
of fuch a perfuafion concerning thofe truths; as 
natural, as the defire and purfuit of any good doth 
arife from the clear apprehenfion thereof, or as the 
Ihunning of any mifchief doth follow from the like 
apprehenfion : as a perfuafion that wealth is to be 
got thereby, makes the merchant to undergo the 
dangers and pains of a long voyage, (verifying that, 
Impiger extremos currit mercator ad Indos^ Per mare 
pauperiem fugienSy perfaxa^ per ignes ;) as the perfua- 
fion that h^th may thereby tc recovered, engages 

a man 
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t man not only to take down the moft unfavoury s e r m. 
potions, but to endure cuttings and burnings, (ut vii. 

vaUas ferrum fatiem etignes;) as a perfuafion, that 

refrefhment is to be found in a place, doth effec- 
tuaUy carry the hungry perfon thither : fo a ftrong 
perfuafion that Chriftian religion is true, and the 
way of obtaining happinefs, and of efcaping mifery, 
doth naturally produce a fubjedlion of heart, and an 
obedience thereto ; and accordingly we fee the high- 
eft of thofe efFedls which the Gofpel offers, or re- 
quires, are afligned to this faith, as refults from it, 
or adjundls thereof. Regeneration ; JVhofoever^ faith i Johny. i. 
St. John, believeth that Jefus is the Chrifly is horn of 
God, Spiritual union with God ; Whofoever Jhall con^ i John iy, 
fefs that Je/iis is the Son of God, God abideth in him, *^* 
and he in God: If what ye have heard from the beginning i John u. 
abide in you^ ye Jhall alfo abide in the Father and the^^ 
Son. The obtaining God*s love; The Father loves John xyI. 
jouy becattfeyou have loved me, and have believed ^A^^ J^iaXhef. 
I came from God. Vidlory over the world ; Who is hen- 13. 
that overcometh the worlds but he who believeth /A^/a6U xV."?! 
J^fus is the Son of God? Freedom from fpiritual flave-9- 
ry, and becoming true difciples of Chrift ; If ye abide lo^^^^i^' 
w my word, ye are truly my difciples ; and ye Jhall know 3i> 3*. 
the truth, and the truth Jhall Jet you free. Obtaining 
cyerlafting life ; He that heareth my word, and be-iohny. 24. 
lieveth htm that fent me, (that is, who believeth my 
word, which is indeed the word of God, who fent 
me, and in whofe name I fpeak,) hath everlqfting life. 
And, Thefe things were written^ that you may believe John xx. 
that Jefus is the Chrift, the Son of God, and that believ-^^' 
ing it, you may have life in his name. Interefl in God 
and Chrifl: ; He that abideth in the doffrine of Chrift^ he z John 9. 
(Jrof) hath the Father and the Son. Ferily, verily, IJay\t]t.xy: 
unto you, he that believeth upon me, hath eternal life. 16. 
Riling with Chrift, (that is, as to capacity and right ;) 
Juried with him in baptifrn, wherein you are rifen withcol a. it. 
fiim through faith of the operation of God \ who raifed 
^mfrom the dead. Being faved; Whoever confejfes^xmi.x.^. 

. with 
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SIS K M. with his mouth the Lord Jefus to he the Son ofGodi and 
yii. in his heart believes that God raifed him from the dead^ 
Jhall hefaved. Laftly, being juftified ; for, St. Paul 
Rom.x. 10. adjoins, a man helieveth (in the manner before men- 
tioned) to ri^hteoufnefs ; and with the mouth confejjion 
is made tofalvation. So we fee, that the chief of thofe 
excellent benefits, to the procuring of which faith 
(however underftood) is any wife conducible, or 
requifite, do belong to the perfuafion concerning 
evangelical truths. We may alfo obferve in the 
hiftory concerning our Lord, and his Apoftles' pro- 
ceedings toward perfons, whom they had converted 
to Chriftianity, and did admit to a participation of 
the privileges thereof, that no other faith was by 
them required in order thereto : upon fuch a perfua- 
fion appearing, they received them into the church, 
baptized them, pronounced unto them an abfolution* 
from their fins, and a reception into God's favour. 
This was the faith of Martha, which gave her in- 
johnxi.a<5.terefl: in the promife of eternal life : Every one (faid 
our Saviour to her) livings and believing in me^Jhal) 
never die: Dofi thou believe this? She faith unto him. 
Yes, Lord, I have believed that thou art the Chrifl, the 
Son of God, which fhould come into the world. This was 
the faith, for which our Saviour commends St. Peter, 
Matt.xvi. and pronounces him happy. Upon appearance of 
^^' ^^' this faith, St. Peter baprized and admitted into the 
church, the three thoufand perfons whom he had 
johnvi. 69. converted. (Then, hys the text, they who gladly (or 
ii-SfilTL willingly) received his word (that is, were perfuaded 
tifxiycf. of the truth of that dodlrine, which is before fet 
Aa$ 11.41. (Jq^j^ concerning our Lord) were baptized \ and the 
Aas ¥iu. fame day were added (to the church) about three thour 
^' ^f and fouls.) Upon the like faith the Samaritans were 
baptized, (orocv iwlrsva-au tZ ^ixiTTTTic, whcn they gav^ 
. ^ credence to Philip's dodrine,) And upon the fame ac- 
'^' ' count did the fame Eyangelifl: fay it was lawful to 
AaiTiii. baprize the Eunuch, and accordingly did perform it: 
3'7* 3«» jjr^ {axth Philip, thou believefi with thy whote heart, it ii 

lawful. 
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k'lM^ (or thou mayeft be baptized.) He anfwering s e r m/ 
faiJj I believe that J ejus Chrijl ts the Son of God. So he vii. 
baptized him. This was the faith, upon which St. Pani 
baptized Lydia, when Jhe had yielded affent unto (foff*,^^** 
jfo<ri^uv doth import in the Acfts ; not only tr^otriyiiv 
m to yield attention, but if^otri^uv 7riV»v to give aflent 
unto) the things fpoken hy St. Paul. Thus alfo of thofe 
Jews in another place of the A6ls, when St. Paul hadAasxvjji. 
(^enedy and alledged^ out of the Scriptures ^ that Chrifl^* ^* 
was tojuffer, and to rife again from the dead^ and that 
Jefiis was the Chrifl^ it is faid, rtvU Ig auTwv miV^no-av 
x«l irpoo-cjtAtifwS-tio-av, were perjicaded^ and confor ted with 
Paid and SilaSy (that is, were received into Chriftian 
communion with them.) The fame is intimated inA6Uix. 20. 
other paflages of the apoftolical hiftory ; by all which ^^^* ^J' ^^ 
it appears, that the Apoftles* method was to declare 
and inculcate the main points of the Chriftian hiftory 
and doArine, attefting to the one, and proving the 
other by teftimonies and arguments proper to that 
purpofe ; and whoever of their hearers declared him- 
felf perfuaded of the truth of what they taught, that 
he did heartily aflent thereto, and refolved to profefs^ 
and pradlife accordingly, him, without more to do, 
they prefently baptized, and inftated him in the pri- 
vileges appertaining to Chriftianity ; or (in St. Paul's 
language) did juftify them, according to their fub- 
ordinate manner, as the minifters of God. And thus 
did the primitive church praAife after the Apoftles ; 
as Juftin the Martyr fully relates of it '.-^Ittoi oiv tth- 

&€.— ayovra* J^' ^i/Xv gv3"a W«j eri, xat tj ottoi/ avayswif- 
««?, Sv xal ti/ixsK auToi ocvsyivvr,S'nfji,iVj ivotyivvSylxi"^ j4pol. 2. 

Whoever J faith he, are perfuaded^ and do believe thefe. 
things by us taught^ ana faid to be true^ and undertake 
that they can live fo according to them ; — are brought 
thither^ where water isy and are regenerated after the 
fme manner as _ we have been regenerated. I farther; 
add, that even this faith is exprefled to be the efFeft- 

of 
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8 BUM. of divine grace and infpiration; for when St, Peter 

VII. had confefled that J ejus was the Chrifl^ the Son of the 

\ living Godj our Saviour tells him, thatflejh and blood 

Matt. xvi. yj^ ^^^ revealed that unto him^ hut his Father in hea- 

I Cor. xii. ven ; and, No man^ St. Paul tells us, can call Jefus 

i'a>V.7v,6.-^^^^> ^w/ by the Holy Ghojt: and, Every ftirit^ which 

a Pet. i. 19. confejfeth Jefus Chrift to have been come in tneflejh^ is of 

^^Xi[]\Gody faith St. John. Sq that even this is a faith, 

18.) ' ' in refpedl to which the Holy Ghoft is called the Spirit 

aCor.iy. ^ff^^ffj^ ^vhich is tliQ fruit of the Spirit^ and the gift 

Gal. V. zz. of God ; that which no man can have without Gods 

Phil! !!'29. drawing him, and teaching him ; No man can come 

John vi. 44, unto mCy except the Father^ that hathfent me^Jhalldraw 

^^* him (UxuVi? ixiriv.) Every one that hath heard from the 

Father y and hath learned^ cometh unto me: to which it 

is ordinarily required, that God Ihould open the hearty 

kbm xvi. as he did Lydia's l>eart, to attend and affent unto what 

'^ St. Paul taught : neither doth the Scripture, as I 

conceive, attribute any thing unto faith, which doth 

not agree to this notion. 

We might laftly adjoin, that this was the com- 
mon and current notion of faith among the ancient 
Chriftians ; neither do we, I fuppofe, meet with any 
other in their writings ; all which things do abun- 
dantly confirm the truth thereof. 

5. But I muft farther obferve particularly, (in cor- 
refpondence to what was before more generally ob- 
ferved,) that this faith doth not only denote precifc- 
ly and abftracftedly fuch afts of mind, fuch opinions 
and perfuafions concerning the truth of matters fpc- 
cified, but doth alfo connote ^'and imply (indeed 
comprehend according to the meaning of thofe who 
ufe the word) fuch a<5ts of will, as, fuppofing thofe 
perfuafions to he real and complete, are naturally 



^ Sah. de Provid, iv. i. Cum hoc fit homini^Chriftiani fides> 
fideliter Chrifli mandata fervare, fit abfque dubio, ut nee fidem 
babeat qui infidelis efl, nee Chriflum credat, qui Chrifli mandata 
conculcat^ Sec, 

confequent 
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confequent upon them, and are in a manner necefla- s e r m» 
lily coherent with them ; a firm refolution con- viu 
ftantly to profefs and adhere unto the doftrine, of 
which a man is fo perfuaded ; to obey all the laws 
and precepts, which it contains ; forlkking in open 
profdSon^ and in real pradices^ all principles, rules, 
cuftoms inconfiftent with thofe dodtrines and laws ; 
that which is called converfiotiy or returning to the Lord j 
(that is, leaving a courfe of rebellion, and difobe- 
dience to thofe laws, which the 'Lord in the Gofpel 
commands, and refolvedly betaking themfelves to 
the oblervance of them,) ttoXuj t« oj^p^oc wir^utrac f«-i-A6bxi. 21. 
uiiw liA Toy Kufliov, a great multitude /it is faid, heliev-^f'^l*' 
ttt^ did return unto the Lord \ their faith did carry xxvi.is. 
with it fuch a converfion. Hence this faith isf^J.f*g. 
ftyled ira^afp^ny 0fy, to obey Gad's command '^ uiraje»«vRom.i.6. 

t5 iiayytXl^y to ohey the Go/pel \ viraKHtiv rri w»V«i, to ^^^ 
obey the faith ; uVorayii rnf ifAoXoylas bU to fua yyi Xwv, » Cor. ix. 
(fidje^ion of pr of ejing the Go/pel of Chrift^) with pur pofe^^^ 3^1. ,3. 
rf heart to adhere unto God ; fiipulation of a good con- » ^«^ '"»• 
jtxence toward Godj (that which St. Peter intimates, as*^' 
aneceflary concomitant of baptifm, it being a fincere 
undertaking, and engaging one's felf to obey God*s 
commandments ;) in fine, to repent ; which is either 
adequately the fan^ thing with faith, or included 
therein, accordir^ to the apoflrolical meaning of the 
word ; for that remiffion of fins, which is fometime 
made the confequent of feith, is otherwhere exprefsly 
annexed to repentance: the fum of the Gofpel our 
Saviour himfelf exprefles by the preaching in his 
name repentance yand remiffion offim m all nations: and, Luke xxIt. 
%«^, (St. Peter preached,) and let every one of you^^as w. 38. 
ie baptized : and. Repent j (faid he again,) and return, "»• «9- ^^vn. 
^bai your fins may behlotted out : and. Then to the Gen^ ^"^^ *!* **" 
^i/w (lay thofe in the A<fts) hath God given repentance 
^olife; which fignifies the fame with that other 
wprcffiop concerning the fame perfons, Gods having A6\g xr. 9. 
P^Jied their hearts by faith ; in which places 1 take 
repentance toimport the fame tiling with faith ; being 
VOL. I. K in 
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1 30 ^fjnfttfyi^g Faith. 

• E R M. in effecft nothing elfe, but fincere embracii^ Chriftian 
VII. religion. Now the word faith is thus extended (bc^ 
yond its natural and primary force) to comprehend 
fuch a compliance of will, or purpofe of obedience, 
becaufe this doth naturally arife from a perfuafion 
concerning the truth of the Gofpel, if it be real and 
ftrong enough, in that degree, which Chriftianity re- 
quires, and fuppofes to the cffeifts mentioned in the 
lorn. X. 9. Gofpel ; if it be Iv ri xoLpHu, in the hearty (6r a hearty 
faith,) as St. Paul fpcafcs ; if it be fuch as HiiHp ex- 
Aas viii. aAs of the Eunuch, a belief i^ oXuf m M^HoLSjfrtm th 
Heb.x.22 '^l^ole heart; if it have that due plerophory, that 
^3vi. ii>'ftability, that folidity, which the Apoftles fpeak of; 
"rj^gf i^ for a weak, faint, flight, ill-groimded, ill-rooted opi- 
coi. i. 23. nion concerhing the truth of the Gofpel, (fuch as 
Iv. «!* ^^of^ i^ another cafe had, whom our Saviour re- 
% Cor. viii. bukcd with a rl SeiT^ot fff, oXty^Trifoi ; why are ye feat' 
Matt. viii. f^h OyefmalUnfaithf fuch as St. Peter had, when 
*6- our Saviour faid to him, oxty^^trt, «c t» IJiraca^ ; thdtn 

Matt. XIV. ^fjinall faith, why didft thou doubt f which feith could 
M>tt. xiii. not keep them nor him from finking y not fuch as 
thofe had, who heard the wordy and gladly received it ; 
hut wantedrootyfo thatywhenperfecution or qffliSion did 
arife for the wordy they ^uoere prefently fcandalized ; not 
fuch a faith as thofe many rulers had, who are laid 
John xit. to have believed in Je/iiSy but for fear of the Pharifees 
^*' did not confefs him ; not fuch as Simon Magus had, 

who is faid to have beUeved Philip, but to no good 
A6b viii. cflfeft, becaufe his heart was not right before God ; he 
"' **• having not thoroughly refolved to obey the Grofpd ; 
Aas xxvi. not fuch as Agrippa nad, whom St. Paul had almoji 
*^* perfuaded to be a ChriJUan) — thefe forts of faith are, in 

comparifon to that we fpeak of, but equivocally fo 
called : it includes a firm refolution to perform care* 
fully all the duties enjoined to Chriflians, to undergo 
patiently all the crofTes incident |o Chriftianity ; it is 
the fame with becoming a difcipfe of Chrift, wWch a 
map cannot be without renouncing all other intereftl 
Matt. X. 38. and concernments, mxhoot denying on€'s^felfy forfahini 
xi. 29. ,,aU 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 
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cU and following him ; without taking his yoke upon s £ a m. 
him, going after , and hearing his crofs: it fuppofes (as vii. 
our l^viour alfo teaches us) that a man hatn caft upLukcix.a«. 
with himfelf the gain and lofs he is Uke to receive by x'y- 36, »7. 
the bargain, and being fatisfied therein, to contraA Maittui. 
ionafide with God ; that a man hath weighed all the 44, 45-. 
pains and dangers lie fhall be put upon by entering ^g,^ 31**^ 
into this warfiare, and fo refolv^dly to adventure upon * '^«^- "• 
it ; it is produ Aive of love to the truth, yea of love to [rcor. xiii. 
God, and charity to men, without which all faith is^ 
unprofitable and inefie6tual, as St. Paul teaches us. In 
fliort, ^ this feith is nothing elfc but a true, ferious, 
refolute embracing Chriftianity ; not only being per- 
foaded that all the do<%rines of Chrift are true, but 
fulxnittii^ to his will and command in all things. 

But to prevent miftakes, and remove objeSions, 
I ihall yet further obferve, 

That this faith hath, although not an adequate, 
yet a peculiar refpeft unto that part of Chriftian 
tmth, which concerns the merciful mtentions of God 
toward mankind, and the gracious performances of 
our Saviour in order to the accomphfhing them; 
the promifes of pardon to our fins, and reftoral into 
God's favour upon the terms propounded in the 
Gofpel, of fincere feith and repentance ; whence the 
Gofpel is called xoyoc xaraxxayri?, {the word of recon- x Cor. r. 
ciJiation ;) and this is exprefled as a fummary of the^^' *^' 
Apoftolick miniftry or meflage ; that God was in 
Chrift reconciling the worlds not imputing their Jins: and Luke xxir. 
this our Saviour did order in efpecial manner to he"^^' 
preached in his name; this accordingly they did 
mainly propound and inculcate; that God had ex-Aasv.31. 
alted Jejus to his right hand as a Prince and a Saviour^ 
to give repentance unto Ifrael, andremiffion of Jins; thatAets x. 43. 
hejhould receive remiffion of Jins, whoever did believe in 
his name: Let it he known unto you, brethren, that hy this Aas im 

' Credere (e in Chrillum quo modo dicit, qui non -facit quod 
Chriftus facere praecepit ? Cyfr. de Un, Ec, 

K 2 man, 
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i^z Ofjuftifying Faith. 

8 B R M. man remiffion of fins is ^ denounced unto you\ (fo did they 

VII. preach.) Whence this faith is (fignanter) called be- 

'^ "^ lief in the blood of Chrifix indeed, of all Chriftian doc- 

xrri?'^^*^ trines, this is moft proper firft to be propounded and 

Rom. iii. p^rfuaded, as the moft attradlive to the belief of the 

*^* reft ; moft encouraging and comfortable to men ; 

Rom. iii. moft apt to procure glory to God by the illuftration of 

E^'h*I* t ^*^ principal attributes^ his juftice and his goodnefs ; 

"****' moft fuitable to the ftate of things between God 

and man ; for men being in a fbue of rebellion and 

enmity toward God, in order to their reducement 

and recovery thence, it was moft proper, that in the 

firft place an overture of mercy and pardon fhould 

be made, an aA of oblivion ifaould be pafied and 

propounded to them : yet are not thefe propofitions 

and promifes the adequate or entire objecSk of this 

faith ; for other articles of faith are often propounded 

in a collateral order with thofe ; yea fometimes (as in 

Aasviii. the cafe of the Eunuch) others are exprefted, when 

llom. X. Q. ^^^ ^* ^^^ mentioned, but only underftood : neither 

if any one fhould believe all tl^ do6lrines of that 

kind, if he did not withal believe that Jefus is his 

Lord, and fhall be his Judge ; that there fhall be a 

refurreftion of the dead, and a judgment to come, 

with the like fundamental verities of our religion, 

would he be a believer in this fenfe. 

7. I obferve farther, that this faith doth relate 
, only to propofitions revealed bv God *^, (or at leaft 
deduced from principles of reafon, fuch as are, that 
there is a God; that God is good, veracious, aod 
faithful ; that our religion is true in the grofs ; that 
the holy Scriptures were written by divine infpira- 
rion ; which propofitions we believe upon rational 
grounds and motives,) not unto other propofitions 
concerning particular matter of faft, fubjeft to pri- 

* Fides dlcit, parata funt magna et incompreheniibilia dona a 
Deo fidelibus fuis : dicit fpes^ mihi ilia bona fervantttr ; cbaritat 
diciti curro ego ad ilia. Bsm, 

vatc 
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rate confcicnce or experience; nor to any conclu-gERM. 
fions depending upon fuch propofitions. For in- vii. 
ftance, it is a part of this faith, to believe that God 
is merciful and gracious, that he bears good will 
unto, and is difpofed to pardon, every penitent fin- 
ner; or (which is all one) that fuppofing a man doth 
believe, and hath repented, God doth actually love 
him, and doth forgive his fins ; this is, I fay, indeed 
a part of the faith we fpeak df, its objecft being part 
of the Gofpel revealed unto us : but the being per- 
fuaded that God doth love me, or hath pardoned 
my iins, or that I am in a ftate of favour with God, 
may, as my circumftances may be, not be my duty ; 
however it is no part of this faith, but a matter o{ 
opinion, dependent upon private experience: for 
fuch a perfuafion muft be grounded upon my being 
confcious to myfelf of having truly and thoroughly 
repented, (this being required by God, as a neceflary 
condition toward my obtaining pardon and his fa- 
vour ;) of having performed which duty I may prc- 
fome, when it is falfe, (and therefore cannot then be 
obliged to believe it,) and may doubt, when it is true; 
and that not without good reafon, confidering the 
Uindnefs and fallibility of man's mind, and that 
man's heart is deceitful above all things^ as the Prophet jcr. xvii. 9. 
tells us : upon which account then a man may not 
be obliged to have fuch a perfuafion. It is indeed a 
great fault to doubt, or diftruft, on that hand which 
concerns God ; about his goodnefs, his truth, his 
wifdom, or power : but it is not always (perhaps not 
commonly) blameable to queftion a man's own qua- 
lifications, or his own performances, whether in kind 
or degree they be anfwerable to what God requires ^ ; 
that is inconiiflent with true faith, but this not: 



' Qui perfeveraverit ufque ad finem, hic falvus erit ; quicquid 
ante finem fuerit» gradus eft, quo ad faftigtum falutis afcenditur, 
Don terminus, quo jam culminis fumma teneatur, &c. Cyfr, di 
Vn'u, Es$L p. 259. 

K 3 we 
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1 34 Qfj^ft^fying Faith. 

iEB.M»we cannot have any good religious afl&6Hon$ toward 
VII. God, if we do not take him to be our gracious Fa- 

-^ ther ; but we may have in us fuch aiieAions toward 

him, and he may be favourably difpofed toward us, 

when we fufpedl ourfelves to b^ untoward children, 

LuVc XV. iwworthy (as the prodigal' Son in the Gofpel confeffed 

*^* himfelf) to he called thefons of God. The Centurion in 

Matt.Yni. the Gofpel did confefs himfelf unworthy that Chfifi 

^' '^* Jhould enter under his roof : but he declared his per- 

fualion, that // Chrift Jhould only /peak a word^ his 

child Jhould be healed \ and our Saviour thereupon 

?rofefles, that he had not found Jo much faith in IJraeL 
^o the blind men imploring his relief, our Saviour 
Matt. ix. puts the queftion. Do ye believe that lean do this? They 
^yid. Matt, anjweredj Yes, Lord: he required no more of them ; 
XV. a;. but faid thereupon, According to your faith let it be 
f °"J',7* done unto you. And that for which Abraham the 
Hcb.xi. 19. father of believers, his faith is reprefented fo accept- 
able is, his firm perfuaiion concerning God's power ; 
wxn^i^fh becauje (faith St, Paul) he had a pier ophory, that what 
EUm.iv.ii,^^'^ pTomiJed, God was able to perform \ by doing 
thus, he was a believer, and thereby gave glory to 
Gody as the Apoftle there adds. If we do not then 
diftruft God, we may have faith, although we dif- 
truft ourfelves. It is true (generally and abfolutely 
fpeaking) we Ihould endeavour fo fully and clearly 
to repent, and to perform whatever God requires of 
us, that we may thence acquire a good hope con- 
Coi. i. 13. cerning our ftate ; we fhould labour, that our hearts 
Tjohn if ^^ ^^^ condemn us of any prefumptuous tranfgreffing 
%i. ' our duty, and confequently, that we may become in 
a manner confident of God*s favour towards us : but 
when we have done the beft we can, even when we 
are not confcious of any enormous fault or defedl, 
Cor. iy. 4. yet we may confider with St. Paul, that we are not 
thereby jujtified, but abide liable to the more certain 
f Sam. xyi. cognizance and judgment of God, whojeeth not as a 
^* * man Jeeth ; that we are not capable, or competent 
judges of ourfelves; nor are ever the better for 

thinking 
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OfJHfiifying Faith. 13^ 

ifainldr^ well of ourfelves ; fince (as St. Paul tells s e 11 m. 
m again) he is mt approved that commends himfelf^ hut vii. 
vihom the Lord commendeth : for that, deliSaJka quis ^ ^^ ^ 
mtelUgit? who can thoroughly underjtand and /can his 18. * / 
(nm errors? Who can fay, I have made my heart clean, ^^*^' ***• 
Im purged of my Jin ? Who can know, (if the Pfalmift Prov. xx. 9. 
impl^th that he could not,) until God hath fearched 
him, and difcovers it, whether there he anyfecret way of^* cs^xx^. 
wickedne/s in him; whether he be fufficiently grieved*"^' 
for having offended God, fully humbled under the 
fenfe of his fiiis, thoroughly refolved to amend his 
life ? However, it often happens that true faith and 
fincere repentance are in degree very defedlive ; in 
which cafe we may, without prejudicing the truth of^i^*^*-, 
our faith, fufpedt the worft ; yea, I conceive it is more JJcff. 
iafe and commendable fo to doS: if in any, then^"»'»- 
chiefly, \ fuppofe, in this moft important and critical *°' 
affair, the wife man s fentence doth hold, ^/^^ is he?nv. 
that fear eth always ; fo feareth, as thereby to become**^"*' ^^ 
more felicitous and watchful over his heart and 
ways ; more careful and fl:udious of fecuring his Sal- 
vation finally, to render his calling and election inaPct. i.io. 
the event more firm, and in his apprehenfion more 
hopeful. I dare fay, of two perfons otherwife alike 
qualified, ^ he that upon this ground (fearing his 
own unworthinefs, or the defedl of his performances) 
is moft doubtful of his ftate, doth ftand reaUy^upon 
better terms with God ; as the Pharifee, who ju^ljfed 
i^«/^ and took himfelf to be in a very good con- 
dition, was indeed lefs juftifted (fomewhat tne lefs for Luke xviu. 
that conceit of his) than the poor Publican, who was^^^* *^' 
fenfible of his own unworthinefs, and condenmed 
himfelf in his own opinion : the great danger lies on 
that hand of being prefumptuous, arrogant, and felf- 



< Nunquam eft de ialute propria mens fecura fapientis. Salv. 
t^ EccL Catb. lib. ii. 

^ ^ Quem cenfeas digniorem, niii emendatiorem ; quem emenda- 
tioiem, nifi t}midiorem ? T^^uf.de Pomt* ^^ : * 

k 4 conceited. 
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136 Ofjtiftifying Faith. 

ft B R M. conceited, which God hates ; and on this hand there 
VII. ufually lies humility, modefty, and- poverty of fpirit, 
^^. which God loves. As every high thing (every eleva- 
15. xwn.' tion of mind) is abominable in God^s fight ^ and he de^ 
Itam xxii P^^Jff^J^ ^^^ ^^^^ exalteth himfelf\ fo lowly thoughts are 
18. * gracious in God*s regard ; he raifeth him that humhleth 
^ai. XXXIV. Jiimjelf^ and is lowly tn his own eyes : he hath an cfpe- 
ifa. ixvi. t. cial refpedl to him that is of a poor and contrite hearty 
*^"- *5« and trembleth at his word. It is a property of good 

men, (being fuch as often refleft upon their own 

hearts and ways, and thence difcern the defe<fts in 
Gen. xxxii. them,) with Jacob, to think themfelves lefs than the 
Pfai. cxix. '^^ ^f God's mercies ; with David, to be afraid of 
"o- .. GoSs judgments : it is their duty to pafs the time of 
I Pct."i. 17! their fojouming here in fear ^ to work out their falvation 
iPeti. 10, with fear and trembling. I may add, that fometime 

a peifon much loving God, and much beloved of 
Pfii.cii.6. him, may be Xiks a pelican of the wildernefsy and an 

owl of the defart ; frdm an apprehenfion of G<xl's 
Pf. xxxviii. ^gcr, may have nofoundnefs in hisflefh^ nor reft in his 
I* .... bones^ by reafon of his Jin ; may have his fpirit over^ 
Jcr. v.*"/;^ whelmed^ and his heart within him defolate ; may fear 
Pf. xxii. I. i-hat his flj^s hsiwtfeparated between him and his God; 
ixxxix! 46. and that he is forfahen of God ; God hiding hisface^ 
fl"* i' and withdrawinfr the lif^ht of his countenance, he maybe 

IXIX. 16. 777 1 7 • /• 7 /? 7 7 7'/- • J 

xxxi. 2». troubled^ may have nts foul cajt downy and aifquietea 
within him ; may be ready to fay, 1 am cut off from 
before thine eyes : even fuch a man, in fuch a ftate of 
diftrefs and doubt, may continue a believer ; he re- 
^ taining honourable thoughts of God, (in which the 

worth and virtue of true feith confifteth,) akhough 
dcjefted by the confcience of his own infirmities, by 
fiifpicion of his own indifpofitions, and confequently 
by the fear of God's difpleafure. 

Farther, that this faith doth not eflentially include 
a refpe A to fuch particular propofitions ^, or does not 



^ Sed fide hoc beneficiutn acctpiendutn eft", qua credere nos 

oporUt> 
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(asmany in thefe two latter ^es have deemed and s b & m. 
taught) coniift in our being perfuaded that onr lins vii. 
are pandoned, or our perfons juft in Grod*s efteem ; 
that we are acceptable to God, and fiand pofleiied 
of his favour, it appears from hence, that faith is in 
holy Scripture reprdfented in nature precedaneous to 
God's benevolence, (efpecial I mean, not general be- 
nevolence, for that prevents all adls and difpolitions 
of us, or in us,) to his coi^ming remifiicm of lins, 
accepting and juftifyin^ our perfons ; it is a previous 
condition, without which (as the Apoftle teaches us) 
\tismpoJfihle to pleafe God; it is a reafon erf God's Hcb.xi.^. 
love, {The Father ^ faith our Lord, loves you, hecaiifeye iohn x?i. 
hpve hved me, and believed that I came from God ;) it *^' 
is a groimd of divine acceptation and good will, 
(Ahraham believed him, faith St. James, and it was ac- jamci ii. 
camted unto him for right eovfiiefs, and he was called the *^- 
jntnd of God;) it is a mean, or inftrument, (fo it is 
conftantly reprefented,) by which we are juftiiied, 
obtain God's favour, and the remiffion of our fins ; 
and therefore is in order of nature previous and pre- 
requifite thereto ; it is therefore required before bap- 
tifm, in which remiffion of fins is configned : God 
juftifies, accepts, and pardons him, that hath been 
impious, but not him tnat is an infidel. This is the 
method plainly declared in Scripture ; wherefore if 
faith implies a perfuafion that God hath remitted 
our fins, it mirft imply an antecedent faith, (even a 
juftifying fakh, antecedent to itfelf,) or that we be- 
lieve before we believe, and are juftified before we 
are juftified. I add, that by this notion many, or 
moft (I will not, after the council of Trent, fay all) 
humble and modeft Chriftians are excluded from 

oportcl, quod propter Chriilum nobis donentur remiffio peccato- 
nim ct judificatio. Conf, Aug, 

Quurn juHificainur fide, vult tc intueri filium Dei fcdcntem ad 
^itram Patris, Mediatorem, interpellantem pro nobis, et datuere^ 
qood tibi reinittantur peccata ; quod juflus^ id eft acceptus repute- 
ris. MdanSi. hoc, com^^, 418. 

being 
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8.9 n itl.bjeing believers ; even ^1 thofe who axe not confident 
yi|. of their own fincerity and fandlity, and confequently 

■ cannot be aflTurcd of their (landing in God's fevour : 

aqd on the pther fide, the moft prefumptuous and 
fanatical fort of people are moft certainly the trueft 
and ftrongeft believers, as moft partaking of the moft 
effential property thereof, according to that notion ; 
fpr of all men living, fuch are wont to be moft af- 
f\ired of God's fpecial Jove unto them, and confident 
that their fiqs are pardoned ; experience fufficiendy 
fjiews this to be true, and confequently that fuch a 
notion of faith cannot be good. 

Much lefs is that notion of faith right ^, which 
defines faith to be a firm and certain knowledge of 
God's eternal good will toward us particularly, and 
that we fhall be fayed ; which notion (taught in the 
beginning of the Refornution, by a man of the great- 
qft name and authority) was thus lately expelled by 
the Prpfeflgrs of Ley den in their Synopfis purtoris Theo- 
Ipgi^ : Faith (they fay in their definition thereof) is a 
firm ajfent — hy which every believer with a certain trufi 
rejiing in God^ is perfuaded not only that remiffion of fins 
is in general pronlifed to them who believe^ but is granted 
to hinifelf particularly y and eternalrighteoufnefs^ and from 
it lifcy by the mercy of God, &c. W hich notion feems 
to be very uncomfortable, as rejefting every man 
firom the company of believers, who is either igno- 
rant or doubtful, not only concerning his prefent, but 
his final ftate ; who hath not, not only a good opi* 
nion, but a certain knowledge of his prefent fincc- 

s Calv, Inft. lib. vii. §. 7. et 28. compar. Nunc juila fidei defi- 
nitio nobis condabit, (i dicamus eile divinae erga nos benevolentis 
firmam, certamque cognitionem, &c. 

Jam in divina benevolentia quam rcfpicere dicitur fides^ intelli- 
glmus falutis ac viUe aeternae poifeffionem obtineri, &c. 

— firmus affenfus — quo ccrt^ fiduci^ in Deo acquiefcens finni- 
ter unufquifque fidelis ftatuit^ non folum promiffum efle credeati- 
bus in genere remiffionem peccatoruro, fed fibi in particulan con* 
cef!um, aetemamque juftitianij et ex ea vltani, &c. 
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rity and fan<ftity ; yea, not only of this, but of his s b a m. 
fiitorc conftant perfeverance therein : fo that if a vii. 
man be not fure he hath repented, he is (according 
to this notion) fure that he hath not repented, and is 
no believer. How many good people muft this doc- 
trine difcouragc and perplex ! To remove it, we may 
confider, i . that it altogether inverts and confounds 
the order of things declared in Scripture, wherein faith 
(as we obferved before) is fet before obtaining God's 
good will, as a prerequifite condition thereto ; and 
is made a means of falvation, {without faith it is im- Hcb. xi. «. 
poffible to pleqfe God: Bygracewearefaved^ ^^^^^S^^^!^^o. 
faitk.) And if we muft believe before God loves us, 
(with fuch a love as we fpeak of,) and before we can 
be faved ; then muft we know that we believe, before 
we can know that God loves us, or that we fhall be 
faved ; and confequently we muft indeed believe be- 
fore we can know that God loves us, or that we fliall 
be laved. But this do6lrine makes the knowledge of 
God's love and of falvation in nature antecedent to 
feith, as being an effential ingredient into it ; which 
is prepofterous. Confider this circle of difcourfe : a 
man cannor know that he believes, without he does 
believe ; this is certain : a man cannot know that he 
ftiall be faved, without knowing he doth believe ; this 
is alfo certain : for upon what ground, from what evi- 
dence can he know his falvation, but by knowing 
his. faith ? But again backward ; a man, fay they, 
cannot believe (and confequently not know that he 
believes) without being aflured of his falvation. 
What an inextricable maze and confufion is here! 
This do<5lrine indeed doth make the knowledge of a 
future event to be the caufe of its being future ; it 
fnppofes God to become our friend (as Abraham was James 11. 
by his faith) by our knowing that he is our friend ; it*^* 
niakes us to obtain a reward by knowing that we 
ftiall obtain it ; it fuppofes the aflurance of our 
coniing to a journey's er^d, to be the way of getting 
thither; which who can conceive intelligible, or 

true ? 
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«BK M.true ? Our Saviour doth indeed tell us, that it is the 
VII. way to life everlafting (or conducible to the attaining 

johnxvii. it) to kuow (that is, to believe, as it is interpreted 

3> 8. in the 8th verfe of that chapter ; for what upon good 
grounds we are perfuaded of, or judge true, we may 
be faid to know) the true God^ and Jefus Chrifi\^ whom 
he hathfent : but he doth not fay, it is life everlafting 
(or conducible to the obtaining it) to know, that 
we Ihall have life everlafting : that were fomcwhat 

tPct.i.io.ftrahge to fay. St. Peter exhorts us to ufe diligence 
to make our calling and election Jure ^ or firm, and ftable : 
but he doth not bid us know it to be fure. If we did 
know it to be fo, what need Ihould we have to 
make it fo ? yea, how could we make it fo ? He doth 
not enjoin us to be fure of it in our opinion, but to 
fecure it in the event by fincere obedience, and a holy 
life ; by fo imprefling this perfuafion upon our minds, 
fo rooting the love of God and his truth in our 
hearts, that no temptation may be able to fubvert 
our faith, or to pluck out our charity. 

!2. This notion plainly fuppofes the truth of that 
dodtrine, that no man being once in God's favour, 
can ever quite lofe it ; the truth of whicR I fhall not 
contefl: now, (nor alledge the many clear paflages of 
Scripture, nor the whole tenour of the Gofpel, nor 
the unanimous confent of all Chrifl:endom for fifteen 
hundred years againft it,) but fhall only take notice, 
that their notion of faith necefTarily prefuppofing the 
truth of this doftrine, is yet thereby everted : for it 
follows thence, that no man, who doth not afient to 
that doArine, is, or can be a believer : for he that is 
not aflTured of the truth of that opinion (although 
we fuppofe him aflTured of his prelent fincerity, and 
being in a ftate of grace) cannot know that he fhall 
be faved : fo that only fuch as agree with them in 
that opinion can be believers, which is fomewhat 
hard, or rather very abfurd. And to aggravate this 
inconvenience, I adjoin, 3. that, according to their 
notion, fcarce any man, (except fome hav«' had an 

cfpecial 
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cfpecial revelation concerning iheir falvation,) before s e r m* 
the late alterations in Chriftendom, was a believer ; vii. 
for before that time it hardly appears, that any man 
did believe, as they do> that a man cannot fall from 
grace; and therefore fcarce any man could be af- 
fured, that he fliould be faved ; and therefore fcarce 
any man could be a believer in their fenfe. 

St. Auguftine himfelf (whofe fuppofed patronage DcCorr.ct 
ftands them in fo much Head upon other occafions) ^'J*^* ^' 
bath often affirmed, that divers have had given them dc bon. 
that faith, that charit}% that juflification, wherein i(l';'lY.'^^' 
they had died, they Ihould have been laved; who 
yet were not faved : which perfbns furely, when they 
were in that good flate, (admitting them, according 
to St. Augufline's fuppofal, to have been in it,) were 
as enable of knowing their falvation, as any other 
man can be ; yea, St. Auguftine himfelf (confidering 
that accidere cuiquam quod pot e/t^ cuhis pot eft ^ what 
was another man's cafe might be his, there being no 
ground of difference) could not be more fure of his 
own falvation at any time, than fuch perfons were at . 
that time; according to St. AugufKne's judgment 
therefore, no man could know that he ihould be 
faved, (his falvation depending upon perfeverance, 
which in his opinion not being given to all, muft as 
to our knowledge, whatever it might be in refpedt 
to God's decree, be contbgent and uncertain) — ^it 
follows, I fay, upon his fuppofitions, yea he exprefsly 
affirms it; hb. ii. de bono Perf. Itaque^ fays he, utrum 
qui/que hoc {perfeverantiai) munus acceperii, quanidiu 
nanc vitam duett, incertum eft : Whether any have re-- 
ceived this gift of perfeverance while he leads this life^ 
is uncertain. Wherefore St. Auguftine ^ could not 
be affured of his own falvation ; and therefore (ac- 

^ — ^ncc (ibi quifquc ita notus eft, ut fit de fua craftina conver-p- 

latione fecurus. Jug, Ep, 121, ad Probam, 
In hoc mundo, et in hac vita nulla anima poffit effe fecura. Ibid, 
Quanidiu vivimus, in certamine fumus^ et quamdiu in certa* 

n»inc, nulla/cierta cll vidoria. Hier. adv, PJag, ii, 2. 

cording 
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« & R M. cording to thefe men's fenfe) he was no believer, no 
VII. Chriftian ; which I fuppofe yet they will not affert, 
though it be fo plainly confequent on their own po- 
fition. I might, 4. a(k of them, if a man Ihodd 
confefs ingenuoufly, that although he did hope for 
mercy frcwn God in that day, yet that he was not 
aflured of his falvation, whether fuch a perfon fhould 
be reje^fted from Chriftian communion, as no be- 
liever. It feems, according to their notion of faith, 
he ftiould ; fince by his own (in this particular iirfal- 
libie) judgment, it is notorious that he, as being no 
believer, hath no title unto, or intereft in the pri- 
vileges of Chriftianifty : but this proceeding would 
very much depopulate the Church, arid banifh from 
it, I fear, the h«ft {the moft humble and nK)deft, 
yea the wifcft and fobereft) members thereof. 

But fo much I think fufBces iot the removal of 

that new harfti notion, to fay no worfe of it. 

Vid. Amcf. There is another more new than that, devifed by 

cap?'*;!** "* fon^j (who perceived the inconveniences of the former 

chiiftuf notions, yet, it feems, did aflfedl to fubftitute fome 

r^oSec- '^^^ ^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^^^ room,) which if it be not fo [Jain- 

tum. ly falfe, yet is, it feems, more obfcure and intricate: 

^^'^' it is this ; that f^th is not an al&nt to propofitions of 

any kind, but a recumbency, leaning, refting, rolling 

upon, adherency to (for they exprefs themfelves in 

thefe feveral terms, and others like them) the perfon 

of Chrift ; or, an apprehending and applpng to our- 

felves the righteoimiefs of Chrift ; his perfon itfdf, 

and his righteoufnefs, as limple incomplex things ; 

not any propofition (that they exprefsly caution 

againfl:) are the objefts, fay they, of our faith: they 

compare our faith to a hand that lays hold upon 

Chrift, and applies his righteoufnefs ; and to an eye 

that looks upon him, and makes him prefent to us ; 

and by looking on him (as on the brazen ferpent) 

cures us. But this notion is fo intricate, thefe phrafes 

are fo unintelligible, that I fcarce believe the devifers 

of them did themfelves know what they meant 1^ 

them ; 
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themj I do not, 1 arri fiire: for what it is fordneBEXH. 
body to lean upon, or to be rolled on another ; what vii» 
for one body to reach at, and lay hold upoii an- 
other; what it is to apply a garment to one's body, 
or a felve to one's wounds^, I can eafily underftand : 
but wlmt it is for a man's mind to lean upon a per- 
fon, (otherwife than by affenting unto fome propofi- 
rion he fpeaks, or reljrii^ upon fome promife he 
makes>) to apply a thing, otherwife than by confent- 
ing to fortie propofition concerning that thing, I can- 
not apprehend, or reach: there is not, as we noted be- 
fore, any faculty or operation of a man's mind, which 
anfwcrs the intent of fuch notions or phrafes. Let mte 
put this cafe : Suppofe a great province had genendly 
revolted from its fovereign, whereby the people thfereof 
had all deferred extreme punifhment fuitable to fuch 
an oflfence ; but that the king, moved with pity, and 
upon the interceffion of his Only beloved fon, (toge- 
ther with a fatisfadlion offered and performed by 
him,) fhould refolve to grant a general pardon to • 
them, upon juft, ^d fit, and withal very eafy terms ; 
and that, for the execution of this gracious purpofe 
toward them, he Ihould depute and fend his fon 
himfelf among them, to tfeat wth them, by him 
declaring his mercifiil intentions toward them, with 
the conditions, upon compliance wherewith, aU, or 
any of them, Ihould be pardoned their offence, and 
received into favour; thofe conditions being, fup- 
pofe it, that firft they Ihould receive and acfcnow- 
«dge his fori for fuch as he profefTed himfelf to bo^ 
{the king's fon indeed, who truly brought fuch a 
tneffage unto them from his majefty;) then that they 
fhctald ferioufly refolve with themfelves, and folemn- 
ly engage to return unto their due allegiance; un- 
dertaking faithfully for ever after to obferve thofe 
"^ws, which the (aid prince in his father's namfc 
ftotdd propound unto them. Suppofe farther, that 
the prince in purfuance of this commiffion and defign, 
'^ng come into the country, fhould there fend all 

about 
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SEKM.about officers of his, enjoining them to difcoverthe 
VII. intent of bis coming, what he ofiered, and upon 
what terms ; withal, empowering them in his name 
to receive thofe, who complied, into favour, de- 
claring them pardoned of all their ojQ^nces^ and re- 
ftored to the benefit of the king's protedion, and all 
the privileges of loyal fubjecfts: fuppofe now, that 
thefe officers fhould go to the people, and fpeak to 
them in this manner : The king makes an overture 
, of pardon and favour unto you, upon condition, that 
any one of you will recumb, reft, lean upon, or roll 
himfelf upon the perfon of his fon, (ren: upon hb 
perfon, not only rely upon his word, that you are to 
underftand,) or in cafe you will lay hold upon and 
apply to yourfdves his fon's righteoufnels, by which 
he hath procured of the king his father this mercy 
and favour for you, (not only being perfuaded that 
he hath performed tiius much for you, this is not 
enough ;) do you think thefe melTengers fhould thus 
well exprefs themfelves, or perform their mefTage 
handfomely and with advantage ? Should not they 
do much better, laying afide fuch words of metaphor 
and myftery, to fpeak in plain language; telling 
them, that their king's fon (by plain characters dif- 
cernible to be truly fuch) was come among them 
upon fuch an intention ; that if they would acknow- 
ledge him, and undertake thereafter to obey him, 
4hey fhould receive a full pardon, with divers other 
great favours and advantages thereby? The cafe is 
apparently fo hke to that which ftands between God 
and man, and doth fo fully refemble the nature of the 
Evangelical difpenfation, that I need not make any 
apphcation, or ufe any more argument to refute that 
notion : I fhall only fay, that I conceive thefe ricw 
phrafes, for fuch they are, not known to ancient 
Ghriftians, not delivered, either in terms or fenfe, in 
Scripture ; for the places alledged in favour or proof 
of them by Ames, one of the nrft brOachers of them, 
(all we may prefume that they could find any-wife 

feeming 
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fecming ftp fevour theii: nptiw,) dp not, as, if tinie s e n 3m;. 
wipuJd permit, might eafily te Ihcwcd, import any vji. 
fuqh thing, but ^e ftrangely mifappUed — ^that, I fay, ""^ 
thefe phrafes do much obfcure the nature of tbas 
great duty, and make the ftate of things in the 
Gofpel more difficult and dark than it truly is ; aiid 
thereby feem to be of had confequwc^, being ^apt to 
beget in people both dangerous prefumptions and 
iad perplexities : for they bearing tW they are only, 
pr ouiiJy hound to have f«ii a Tiequmtiency upon 
Chrift, iOT to make iiwch an .af^lkratioxi of his right- 
eoufeefe, ,they be^ (accordi^y as tjhey take them- 
felves to be directed) tp work tbek minds to it ; and 
when they have hit upon that pofture of fancy, 
which they guefs to fuit their t<siachers' .meaning, 
then they become fatisfied^ apd cpnoeit they believe 
weU, altlipugh perhaps thev be ignorant of the prin- 
ciples of the Chriftian faith, and indifpofed tP obey 
the precepts of our Lord. Sometimes, on the other 
fide, although they well underftand, and are per- 
fuaded concerning the tmth of all neceflary Chriftian 
dodtrines, and are well difpofed to obferve God*s 
commandments, yet becaufe they cannot tell whe- 
ther they apprehend Chrift's perfon dexteroufly, or 
apply to themfelves his righteoufnefs in the right 
manner, as is prefcribed to them, (of which it is no 
wonder that they Ihould doubt, fince it is fo hard to 
know what the doing fo means,) they become dif- 
turbed and perplexed in their minds ; queftioning 
whether they do believe or no. Thus by thefe no- 
tions (or phrafes rather) are fome men tempted 
fondly to prefume, and other good people are wo- 
fiilly difcouraged by them ; both being thence di- 
verted, or withdrawn from their duty . whereas 
what it is to believe, as Chriftians anciently did 
underftand it, and as we have aflayed to explain it, 
is very eafy to conceive ; and the taking it fo, can 
have no other than very good influence upon prac- 
tice, as both reafon (as we have infinuated) ihews, 
ypW Ip ^ and 
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• ERM.and the Scripture largely and plainly afErms. But 
VII. let thus much fuffice for the inquiry concerning the 
genuine nature and notion of faith proper to* this 
place, (that faith by which in this text we are faid 
to be juftified:) the other particulars I cannot fo 
much as touch upon at this time. 

I end with thofe good prayers of our Church : 

5th Sunday Lofdy from whom all good things do come, grant to 

ifterEaftcr. j^ thy humhh fcrvants, that by thy holy ir^piratm 

we may think thofe things that he good; and by thy 

merciful guiding may perform the fame, through our 

Lord Jefus Chrifi. Amen. 

14th Sunp Almighty and everlafiing Lord, give unto us the iiu 

'nLity!' creafe of faith, hope, and charity ; and^ that we may 

obtain that which thou dofi promife, make us to love 

that which thou dofi command, through Jefus Chrifi 

our Lord. Amen. 



SERMON 
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I Believe, &c. 



Of Juftification by Faith. 

Rom. v. I. 

Therefore being juftified by faith, we have peace with 
God, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 

In order to the underftanding of thefe words, I s e r m, 
did formerly propound divers particulars to be con- viii. 
fidered and difculfed : thtjirjl was, What that Faith 
is, by which Chriftians are faid to be juftified ? This 
I have difpatched : the next is, What Juftification 
doth import ? The which I fliall now endeavour to 
explain ; and I am concerned to perform it with the 
more care and diligence, becaufe the right notion of 
this term hath in latter times been canvafled with fo 
much vehemence of diflenfion and ftrife. 

In former times, among the Fathers and the School- 
men, there doth not appear to have been any differ- 
ence or debate about it ; becaufe, as it feems, men 
commonly having the fame apprehenfions about then«e'>^<«'- 
matters^ to which the word is applicable, did not fo^*;"^^*^*^" 
much examine or regard the ftridl propriety of ex-Na*. 
preffion concerning them : confenting in things, they 

L 2 did 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



148 Of Juftification by Faith. 

SERM.di^ not fall to cavil and contend about the exaA 
VIII. meaning of words. They did indeed confider dif- 
tindtly no fuch point of doftrine as that oi juftifica- 
tion^ looking upon that word as ufed incidentally in 
fome places of Scripture, for expreflion of points 
more clearly exprefled in other terms ; wherefore 
they do not make much of the wordy as fome Di- 
vines now do. 

But in the beginning of the Reformation, when the 
difcovery of fome great errors (from the corruption 
and ignorance of former times) crept into vogue, 
Art'teuius rendered all things the fubjefts of contention, and 
•^^'JJ'/^^/^ multiplied controverfies, there did arife hot difoutes 
/-r. Luth. about this point ; and the right ftating thereof feem- 
ed a matter of great importance ; nor fcarce was any 
controverfy profecuted with greater zeal and eameft- 
nefs : whereas yet (fo far as I can difcern) about the 
real points of doArine, whereto this word, according 
to any fcnfe pretended, may relate, there hardly 4o4i 
appear any material difference ; and all tlve queftions 
depending, chiefly feem to confift about the manner 
of expremng things, which all agree in ; or about 
the extent of the fignification of words capable of 
larger or ftridler acception : whence the debates 
about this point, among all fober and intefligent 
perfons, might, as I conceive, ealily be refolved or 
appeafed, if men had a^jnind to agree, and did not 
love to wrangle ; if xit leaft a confent in believing the 
fame things, although under fome difference of ex- 
preflion, would content them, fo as to forbear ftrife, 
To make good which obfervation, tending as well 
to the illufl:rarion of the whole matter, as to the 
flating and decifion of the controverfies aboqt it, let 
us confider the feveral divine jifts, to which the term 
Jufl:ification is, according to any fenfe pretended, ap- 
plicable : I fay divine acfts ; for that the Juftification 
we treat of is an aft of God fimple or compound (in 
fome manner) refpefting, or terminated upon man, 
is evident, and will not, I fuppofe, be contcflrd ; the 

words 
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words of St Paul in feveral places fo ckarly de-SERM. 
daring it; as in that> Who Jhattlay any thing to the viii. 
charge of God's ele£}P It is God that jufttfieth 5 and in j^^ ^... 
that, To him that worketh not, but beUeveth on him that 11, \v. 5. * 
jufiijieth the ungodly j his faith is counted for right eottf-^^^' ^^' 
nefi. Now according to the tenour of Chriftian doc- 
trine fuch adls are tl^fe. 

1. God (in regard to the obedience performed to 
his will by his beloved Son, and to his interceffion) is 
fo reconciled to mankind, that unto every perfon, 
who d<!)th firicerely believe the Gofpel, and, repent- 
ing of his former bad life^ doth feriotifly refolve 
thereafter to live according to it, he doth (upon the 
folemn obfignation of that faith, arid |M'ofeflioh of 
that refolution in baptifm) entirely remit all paft 
c^nces, accepting his perfon, receiving him into fa- 
vour ; afluming him into the ftate of a loyal fubjccft, 
a faithful fervant, a dutiful fon ; and bellowing on 
him all the benefits and privileges fuitable to fuch a 

ftate ; according to thofe paffages: // behoved Chrifi Luke xxiv, 
to fuffer — — and that repentance and remijjion of Jim ^^^^^' 
JhouJd be preached in his nafne among all nations: Then 
Peter /aid unto them, Repent, and be baptized every AasW.s^, 
6ne of you in the name of Jefus Chrijtyfor the remijfion^^' ^^* 
^fjins ; and, To him give dll the Prophets witnefsy thath^s x. 43. 
thtaugh his name whofoever believeth in him Jhall re- *5^'' ^" 
cevoe remiffion of fins ; and, God was in Chrtfi, recon- Rom. lii. 
etlmg the world Unto himfelfy not imputing their fins ; *** *^* 
and in other places innumerable. 

2. As ainy perfon perfifting in that fincere faith, 
and ferious purpofe of obedience, doth affuredly 
continue in that flate of grace, and exemption from 
the giiilt of lin ; fo in cafe that, out of human frailty, 
fuch a perfon doth fall into the commiflion of fin, 
God (in regard to the fame performances and inter- 
ceffions of hi^ Son) doth, upon the confeffion and 
repentance of fuch a perfi^wiV, remit his fin, and retain 
him in or reftore him to favour ; according to thofe 
fajrings of St. John, IfnJoe confefs our fins, he is faith- iJohnif. 

1.3 ful 
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s E li yi.ful andiuft to forgive us our fins ^ and to cleanfe us from 
VIII. all unrtghteoujhefs : and, If any man fin, we have an 
ijohnii.!.^^*^^^^^^ '^^^h the Father, Jefus Chrtft the righteous. 
3. To each perfon fincerely embracing the Gofpel, 
and continuing in fteadfaft adherence thereto, God 
doth afford his holy Spirit, as a principle produAive 
of all inward fandlity and virtuous difpolitions in his 
Rom. viii. heart, enabling alfo and quickening him to difcharge 
Gai. iv. 6. ^'^ conditions of faith and obedience required from 
iCor.ii/ him, and undertaken by him; that which is by 
iTim.ii.7/^"^^ termed making a petfon juft, infulion into his 
A6ksii. 38. foul of righteoufnefs, of grace, of virtuous habits; 
Rom. viii. in the Scripture ftyle it is called aSing by the Sprite 
Tit. iii. 5. befiowing the gift of the holy Ghofi, renovation of the 
(Eph. ii. holy Ghofi, creation to good works, fan^ification by the 
Eph. lu 10, Spirit, &c, which phrafes denote partly the coUa- 
iv.as- tion of a principle enabUng to perform good works, 
partly the defign of religion tending to that per- 
formance. 

Now all thefe afts (as by the general confent of 
Chriftians, and according to the fenfe of the ancient 
Catholick Church, fo) by all conliderable parties 
feeming to diflent, and fo eajrneftly difputing about 
the point of juftification, are acknowledged and af- 
cribed unto God ; but with which of them the aft 
of juftification is folely or chiefly coincident ; whe- 
ther it fignifieth barely fome one of them, or ex- 
tendeth to more of them, or comprehendeth them ^1, 
(according to the conftant meaning of the word in 
Scripture,) are queftions coming under debate, and 
fo eagerly profecuted : of which queftions whatever 
the true refolution be, it cannot methinks be of fo 
great confequence, as to caufe any great anger or 
animofity in Diflenters one toward another, feeing 
they all confpire in avowing the a6b, whatever they 
be, meant by the word Jufi^cation, although in other 
terms ; feeing all the difpute is about the precife 
and adequate notion of the word Juftification: whence 
thqfe queftions might well be waved as unnecciTary 

grounds 
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grounds of contention ; and it might fufficc to un- s e a m» 
derftand the points of doftrine which it relateth to viii. 
in other terms, laying that afide as ambiguous and 
litigious. Yet becaufe the underftanding the right- 
eft, or moft probable notion of the word, may fome- 
what conduce to the interpretation of the Scriptures, 
and to clearing the matters couched in it, fomewhat 
alfo to the fatisfadlion of perfons conliderate and 
peaceable, I fhall employ fome care faithfully (with- 
out partiality to any fide) to fearch it out, and de- 
clare it: in order whereto I Ihall propound fome 
obfervations, feeming material. 

I. Whereas it were not hard to fpeak much, and 
criticife about the primitive fenfe of the word, and 
about its various acceptions both in holy Scripture 
and other writings, I do queftion whether doing that 
would be pertinent or conducible to our purpofe of 
underftanding its right notion here : for knowing the 
primitive fenle of words can feldom or never Atttx^yfrhavaUmt 
mine their meaning any where, they often in com- """''"'"'* 
mon ufe declining from it ; and the knowing variety 

of acceptions doth at moft yield only the advantage 
of choofing one fuitable to the fubjacent matter and 
occafion. We are not therefore to learn the fenfe of 
this word from mere Grammarians. 

II. The fenfe of this word is not to be fearched 
in extraneous writers; both becaufe no matter like 
that we treat upon did ever come into their ufe or 
confideration, and becaufe they do feldom or never 
ufe the word in a fenfe any-wife congruous to this 
matter: in them moft commonly the word Jixaioa}*Eji*«/W«^ 
doth fignify (as the like word agtoo)) to deem a thingf;;j;,j^j;;^ 
juft, equal, or fit, (or fimply to deem about a thing.) ^xtinSyn^ 
Sometimes alfo, yet not often as I take it, being ap- ^c^^"^; 
plied to an adlion, or caufe, it importeth to make it 

appear lawful, or juft, as when we ordinarily fay, to 
juftify what one faith or doth, (whence i^ycoclufxx in 
Ariftotle is an argument proving the juftice of a 
^x&^Jirmamentum caufa\) but in them very feldom 

I* 4 or 
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slfAM.or licvcr it is; appii^d to pcrfons 5 and m es^mpte, 
vin. I com:eive, can hardly be produced, wherein it is 
(o ufed. 

III. In the facr^d Writings at large it is com- 

moftJy applied t6 pcrfonfs, and that iUrcording fo 

varioiis fenfes, feme more wide and geiieral, fbmc 

n^re reftrained a(nd particular. It theife fometimes 

denioteth generally to exercife any jufdicial a^ tipdft, 

in regard unto, or in behalf of ai peribn ; t6 ^ him 

right, or juftice, \h declaring the merit of bis caufc, 

Or pronouncing fcntence about him ; in acquitting 

or condemning him for any caufe, in obliging him 

to, or exempting him from any burthen, in dif- 

penfing to him any reward or punifhm^nt, indifFcr- 

2 Sam. XT. ^ntly : thus Abfalom faid, that 1 were made a 

** j^^S^ i^ ^*^ ^^^^> ^^^^ ^^O ^^^5 which hath af^Jmt 

or caufe, might come unto me, rnp"72Jrn, xal imdcitc&a oJ- 

rivy and I would juftify him, that is, / would do him 

right: and in the Sad Pfalm, this charge is given 

Pfai.ixxxU.td the princes, or judges; Defend the poor and fa- 

^* iherlefs, p^tsfft, iiyLou^dcurE, juftify the poor and needy \ 

that is, do right and juftice to them. 

But more particularly the word fignifieth (and 

that according to the moft ufual and current accep- 

tion) fo to do a man right, ds to pronounce fentence 

in his favour, as to acquit him from guiltj to exctife 

him from burthen, to free hirti from punifhrtrent; 

whence tve moft often me^ with the word placed m 

direct oppofition to that of condemnation : as in 

Dcutxxv. that law, j^ there he a contr&verjy between men, and 

'• they come unto judgment, that the judges may judge them, 

then they Jhatl jufiify the righteous^ and condemn the 

J. Kin^ynu wicked : and in Solomon's prayer, 7'hen hear thou 

2 Chr vi ^^ heaven, and do, and judge tkffervants, condemning 

23. the wicked, to bring his way upon his head, andjuftifytng 

the righteous, to gi'Oe him according to his right eoufriefst 

Prov. xvii. ^^^ ^^ ^^ Proverbs, He that jujitfieth the wicked, an^ 

15- he that condemneth ihejuft^ even both are an abotkinafion 

unto the Lord: and, in the Gktfpel, our Saviour faith, 

By 
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By thy ^mrdi ihou Jhalt he juftrfied^ and hy thy ivords s £ il m. 
ihMjiali be c6ndemned. v 1 1 1 . 

In conle^tience upon this fenfe, and with a httk ^[J^JJ~r~ 
cfefle^rdri firoiw k, to juftify a perfon fometime de- 37. 
liotcth to approve him, or efteem him }uft, a naental^njiy'^^)^' 
jfldgment, as it were, being pafled upon him ; fo 
Wifdom is faid to \it juftijied, that is, approved, hy her Mm, xi 
(Mldrefi: fo in the Gofpel fome perfons are laid toj^j^^^ 
j^fitfy theinfelves^ that is, to conceit themfelves right- xvi. 15! 
ecus: and the Puhlicanwent home juflified rather thanh}i\itTv\\\, 
the Pharifee^ that is, more approved and accepted by ^4- 
God : fo allfo it is faid, thsx All the feople and thehaktiw. 
publicans juftified God^ being baptized Wtth Johns hap'- ^9- 
tijin ; they juftified God, tliat is, they declared their 
probation of God's proceeding, in the miffion of 
Jonn. 

In like mantter, Juftification is taken for exemp- 
tion from burthens ; as where in the A<fts St. Paul 
faith, And from all things, from which by the law o/aBz xUi. 
Mofesye could not bejuftijied, in this is every one that^^' 
helieveth juftified. 

It may alfo fometlmes be taken for deliverance 
from puniihmeftt ; as where in the Law God faith. 
The innocent and right eom flay thou not ; for I will not Exod.xxiii. 
j^Jlify the wicked ; that is, not let him efcape without ^' 
itilpunity ; according to that in the Provferbs, Though 
hand join in hand^ the wicked fliall not go unpunijhed, 

IV, We may obferve, that (as every man hath 
fome phrafe^ and particular forms of fpeech, in which 
he delighteth, fo) this term is fomewhat peculiar to 
St. Paul, and hardly by the other Apoftles applied 
to that matter^ which he estprefleth thereby : they 
ufually in their Sferrtions and Epiftles do fpeak the 
feme thing, whatever it be, in other terms, more 
immediately expreflive of the matter. St, James AasxUi. 
itKfced doth Ufe it, but not fo much, it feemeth, ac-?jf\";3^- 

111* IQ* V. 

Cording to his ufual maftner of fpeech, as occalion-3i..x.43. 
illy, to refute the falfe and peftileiit conceits pf^k^'^j^^ 
fome periods, who miftaking St. Paul's expreiR6ns47. 

and 
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154 Of Juftification hy Faith. 

s E R M. and doftrine, did pervert them to the maintenance 
VIII. of Solifidian, Eunomian, and Antinomian pofitions, 
greatly prejudicial to good practice. And feeing the 
term is fo proper to St. Paul in relation to this mat- 
ter, the right fenfe and notion thereof feemetli beft 
derivable from confidering the nature of the fubjeA 
he treateth on, obferving the drift of his difcourfe 
and manner of his reafoning, comparing the other, 
phrafes he ufeth equivalent to this, and interpreta- 
tive of his meaning. 

V. Following ^ this method of inquiry, I do ob- 
ferve and affirm, that the laft notion of the word, as 
it is evidently moft ufual in the Scripture, fo it beft 
fuiteth to the meaning of St. Paul here, and other- 
where commonly, where he treateth upon the fame 
matters ; that God's juftifying folely, or chiefly, 
doth import his acquitting us from guilt, condemna- 
tion, and punifliment, by free pardon and remiflfion 
of our fins, accounting us and dealing with us as 
juft perfons, upright and innocent in his fight and 
efl:eem : the truth of which notion I Ihall by divers 
arguments and confiderations make good. 

T . This fenfe doth beft agree to the nature of the 
fubjecft matter, and to ,the defign of St. Paul's dif- 
courfe; which I take to be this, the aflerting the 
necefl[ity, reafonablenefs, fufficiency, and excellency 
of the Chriftian difpenfation, in order to that, which 
is the end of all religion, the bringing men to hap- 
pinefs, and confequently to the rendering men ac- 
ceptable to God Almighty, who is the fole Author 
and Donor of happinefs ; this is that, which in ge- 
neral he aimeth to aifert and maintain. 

This, I fay, is that which he chiefly driveth at, 
to maintain, that it is not unreafonable that God 
Ihould fo proceed with men (whofe good and felicity, 
as their gracious Maker, he greatly tendereth) as the 
Chriftian Gofpel declareth him to do, but that rather 
fuch proceeding was neceflary and fit, in order to 
our falvation ; and withal conformable to the ordi- 
nary 
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naiy method of God's proceedings toward the fames erm. 
puipofe. VIII. 

1^(m God's proceeding with man according to 
the Gofpel, the general tenour thereof doth fet out 
^^ be this; that God out of his infinite goodnefs 
and mercy, in confideration of what his beloved Son, 
our blefled Lord, hath performed and fuffered, in 
obedience to his will, and for the redemption of 
mankind, (which by tranfgreffion of his laws, and 
defailance in duty toward him, had grievoufly of^ 
fended him and fallen from his favour, was involved 
in guilt, and flood obnoxious to punifhment,) is be- 
come reconciled to them, (pafling by, and fully par- 
doning all offences by them committed againfl him,) 
fo as generally to proflfer mercy, upon certain reafon- 
able and gentle terms, to all that fhall lincerely em- 
brace fuch overtures of mercy, and heartily refolve 
to comply with thofe terms required by him ; name- 
ly, the returning and adhering to him, forfaking all 
impiety and iniquity, conflanriy perfifting in faithful 
obedience to his holy commandments; this, 1 fay, 
is the proceeding of God, which the Chriftian Gof- 
pel doth efpecially hold forth, and which, according 
to our Lord's commiffion and command, the Apoftles Luke xxi?. 
did firft preach to men ; as whofoever will confider^^" 
the drift and tenour of their preaching, will eafily 
difcern ; which therefore St. Paul may reafonably be 
fuppofed here to aflert and vindicate againft the 
Jews, and other adverfaries of the Gofpel : confe- 
quently the terms he ufeth fhould be fo interpreted 
as to exprefs that matter ; whence being juftified, 
will imply that which a perfon embracir^ the Gofpel 
doth immediately receive from God, in that way of 
grace and mercy, viz. an abfolution from his former 
crimes, an acquittance from his debts, a ftate of in- 
nocence and guiltleffnefs in God's fight, an exemp- 
tion from vengeance and punilhment ; all that which 
by him fometimes, and by the other Apofl:les, isAasxHi. 
couched under the phrafes of remiffion ofjtns^ having \s\ **"' 

fins 
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156 Of Juftification hy Faith. 

s B R M. lins blotted out and wajhed away^ being clednfed frofn 
vm. Jin\ and the like: thus confidering the nature of 

^^^ij 8 the matter, and delign of his difcourfe, would incline 

iii. 19." US to underftand this word. 

rjohiii.7. ^' Ag^^'^j ^^'^ -manner of his profecuting, his dif- 
courfe, and the arguments by which he inferreth his 
conclufions concerning the Grofpel, do confirm this 
notion. He difcourfeth, and proveth at large, that 

Rom. Hi. 9. all mankind, both Jews and Gentiles, were^i^/ u^ 



Tq \\.'" ^^^^ fi^y ^hat ^^^ hadfinnedy and did fall Jhort of the 
Gid.iii. 12. glory of God, (that is, of rendering him his due glory 
by dutiful obedience,) that every mouth wasftoppedy 
having nothing to fay in defence of their tranlgref- 
Shrix(u»i^ fions, and that all the world fiood obnoxious to the fc- 
^^**'' verity of God^s judgments \ that not only the light of 
nature was infufficient to preferve men from offend- 
Rom.viii. ing inexcufably, even according to the verdiA of 
^ ... ^^ their own confciences, but that the written Law of 
Rom. iv. God had (to manifold experience) proved ineffecStiual 
ifi" %" *°' ^^ ^^^^ purpofe, ferving rather to work wrath, to 
Gal ii. 16, bring men under a curie, to aggravate their guilt, to 
^^^^Q convince them of their finfiilnefs, to difcourage and 
vii. 8. perplex them ; upon which general ftate of men (fo 
implicated in guilt, fo liable to wrath) is confequent 
a neceffity either of condemnation and punilhment, 
or of mercy and pardon. 

He doth alfo imply (that which in the Epiftle to 
the Galatians, where he profecuteth the fame argu- 
ment, is more exptefsly delivered) that no precedent 
difpenfation had exhibited any manifeft overture, or 
promife of pardon ; for the light of nature doth 
only direcft unto duty, condemning every man in his 
own judgment and confcience, who tranfgrefieth it ; 
but as to pardon in cafe of tranfgreffion, it is blind 
Rom. i. ao. and filent ; and the Law of Mofes rigoroufly exaActh 
Gai^Hi 10 P""^"^ obedience, denouncing in exprefs terms a 
12.*"''°' condemnation and curfe to the tranfgreflbrs thereof 
Rom. iii. \^ ^y p^^t ; from whence he coUedteth, that no man 
can be juftified by the works of the LaWy {natural or 

Mofaical; 
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Mofaical\ or that no precedent difpenfation can s e k M. 
juftify any man,) and that a man isjujtified by faith ^ viii. 

or hath abfolute need of fuch a juftification as that, 

which the Gofpel declareth and tendereth ; Koy^C^l^t^x 
J»j we hence, faith he, eolle6ty or argue, that a man is 
jufiified by faith, without the works of the Law: which 
juftification muft therefore import the receiving that 
free pardon, which the criminal and guilty world did 
ftand in need of, which the forlorn and deplorable 
ftate c^ mankind did groan for, without which no 
man couid have any comfort in his mind, any hope, 
or any capacity of falvation. If the ftate of man 
was a ftate of rebellion, and confequently of heinous 
guilt, of having forfeited God's favour, of obnox- 
ioufnefs to God's wrath; then that juftification, 
which was needful, was a difpeniktion of mercy, re- 
mitting that guilt, and removing thofe penalties. 

Again, St. Paul commendeth the excellency of the 
evangelical difpenfation from hence, tl^t it entirely 
doth afcribe tM juftification of men to God's mercy 
and favour, excluding any merit of man, any right 
or title thereto, grounded upon what man hath per- 
formed ; confequently advancing the glory of (rod, 
and depreffing the vanity of man; If faith he, Rom. w.*, 
Abraham were jujiified by works ^ he had whereof to i^-^^[^J' 
^^ft ; fo^ ^hat to him who worketh wages are not Eph. ii. 9. 
reckoned as bejiowed in favour y but are paid as debt : ^^^' *'* ^* 
fo it would be, if men were juftified by works ; they 
might claim to themfelves the due confequences 
thereof, impunity and reward ; they would be apt 
to [deafe themfelves, and boaft of the efteds arifing 
from their own performances : but if, as the Gofpel 
teacheth, men are jufiified freely (gratis) by Go^/'^^om. lu. 
Tnercy and grace, without any regard to what they*^ 
formerly have done, either good or bad, thofe who 
have lived wickedly and impioufly (upon their com- 
pliance with the terms propofed to them) being no 
fe(s capable thereof, than the moft righteous and Rom. it. 5. 

pious perfons ; then where is boqfiing ? It is excltided ; ^^ "*• "*" 

then 
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8 E R M. then furely no man can affume any thing to himfelf, 
^Jii' then all the glory and praife are due to God's frank 
Eph. ii. 9. goodnefs : the purport of which reafoning (fa often 
ufed) doth imply, that a man's juftification fignifieth 
his being accepted or approved as juft, ftanding rec- 
tus in curia ; being in God's efteem, and, by his fen- 
tence', abfolved from guilt and puniftiment; the 
which cannot otherwife be obtained, than from di- 
vine favour declared and exhibited in the Gofpel; 
Eph. i. 6, 7. according as St. Paul otherwhere fully fpeaketh : To 
the praife of the glory ofhisgrace^ wherein he hath made 
us accepted in the beloved ; /;/ whom we have redemption 
through his bloody the forgivenefs ofJinSy according to 
the riches of his grace. 

Again, St. Paul expreffeth juftification as an aft of 
judgment performed by God, whereby he declareth 
his own righteoufnefs, or juftice ; that juftice con- 
fifting in acceptance of a competent fatisfaftion of- 
fered to him in amends for the debt due to him, 
and in reparation of the injury done unto him, in 
confequence thereof acquitting the debtor, and re- 
Rom. Hi. mitting the offence ; fo thofe words declare : Being 
**' *5> ^^-jtiftified freely by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Chrifi Jefiis ; whom God hath fet forth to be a pro- 
pitiation, through faith in his blood, to declare his right - 
eoufnefsfor the remiffion of fins that arefaji, through the 
forbearance of God ; to declare at this time his righteouf- 
nefs, that he might bejuft, and thejuftifier of him which 
helieveth in Jefus. Jitftifica^on there we fee is ex- 
preffed a refult of Chrift's redemption, and the ad 
of God confequent thereon ; fo is remiffion of fins ; 
Grod by them jointly demonftrating his juftice and 
goodnefs, fo that they may be well conceived the 
fame thing diverfely exprefled, or having feveral 
names according to fome divers formalities of re- 
foecft. So in other places, fometimes juftification, 
fometimes remiffion of fins are reckoned the proper 
Rom. ▼. 9. and immediate effefts of our Saviour's paffion ; Being 
(faith St. Paul in the 5th to the llom^as) juftified h 

his 
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his bloody wejhall befaved by him from wrath : and, In sb km. 
whom (faith he again in the firft of the Epiftle to viii. 
the Ephefians) we have redemption through his bloody Eph. i. 7. 
theforgivene/s of Jim ; which argueth the equivalency Coi. i. 14. 
of thefe terms. 

So likewife a main point of the evangelical cove-Gai.iii./«' 
nanton God's part is made juftifying of a man by^^j^j^ 
his faith, or upon it ; and remiffion of fins upon the^?. 
&me condition, is alfo made the like principal point, 
which fometime is put alone, as implying all the be- 
nefits of that covenant. 

Again, juftification is by St. Paul made the imme- 
diate consequent, or fpecial adjunft, of baptifm; 
therein, he faith, we die tojin^ (by refolution and en- Rom. vi. a. 
gagementto lead a new life in obedience to God's 
commandment,) and fo dying we are faid to be jufti- Rom- ▼»• ^» 
fied from fin, (that which otherwife is exprefled, or^' ^^•**' 
expounded, by being freed from fin :) now the free- 
dom from fin obtained in baptifm is frequently de- 
dared to be the remiflion of fin then conferred, and 
folemnly confirmed by a vifible fed. 

Whereas alfo fo frequently we are faid to htjufti^ 
fiedhyfaithy and according to the general tenour of 
Scripture, the immediate confequent of faith is bap- 
tifin ; therefore difpenfing the benefits configned in Eph. ▼. afi. 
baptifm, is coincident with jufl:ification ; and thatAasxHu" 
difpenfation is frequently fignified to be the cleanf-38"».i^. 
ing us from fin by entire remiflion thereof. 

3. Farther, the fame notion may be confirmed by 
comparing this term with other terms and phrafes 
equivalent, or oppofite to this of jufl:ification. 

One equivalent phrafe is imputation of righteouf- 
nefe ; As, faith St. Paul, David fpeaketh of thit mari s'smom. iv. 6» 
^Ujfedne/Sy unto whom God imputeth right eoii/iiefs with^*^*^' 
out works; Blejfed are they whofe iniquities are for- 
given, and whofe Jins are covered. Blejfed is the man to 
^hom the Lord will not impute Jin: whence to him that 
<^onfiders the drift and force of St. Paul's difcourfe, 

it 
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8 BUM. it will dearly appear^ ithat juftiiication, imputing 
VIII. rightCDufnefe, not imputing fin, and remi^QCi of fio^ 
are the fame thing ; otberwife the Apofl;k*s difcourfe 
would not fignify or conclude any thing. 

For confirmation of his difcourfe («rguing free 
iiom.m. juftificatian by God's mercy, not for oar works) St. 
Q^L ii. i6. ^^"^ ^^^ ^^^^ alledgc that place in the Pfalm, For 
pf. cxiiiu a./« fhy fight J^all m man living be jtcftified \ die f^e cf 
w.hich place is evidendy tms, that no man living, 
his a(5lions being ftriftjy tried and weighed, ihaJl ap- 
pear guildefs, or deferve to be acquitted ; but ikaU 
fjtand in need of mercy, or can no otherwife be jufti- 
fied than by a fpecial a<9: of grace. 

Again, imputing faith for righteouiheft is the 

Rom. iv. 3. fame with juftifyiog by faith, {jibraham believed G<^f 

Gal. iii. 6. ^^d i^ '^^s counfed unto him for right eoufmfi :) but that 

imputation is plaiidy nothing dfe but the approving 

him, and taking him for a ri^teow^ perfon in jr^gjard 

to iiis faith. 

Again, juftification is the fame with heiog r^t- 
Rom.ii.13.eous before God, as appeareth by thofc ivords : iVi/ 
the hearers of the Law arejuft before G^d, but the doers 
(of the Law Jhall be jitftjified : but beiog juft before 
God, plainly figaifieth nothing «elfe but being lac- 
cepted by God, or approved to his efteem and judg- 
naent. 

Being reconciled to God feemeth alfo to be the 

lame with being juflified by him ; as appear eth by 

Rom. V. 9, thefe words. Much more then^ being nowjvfiified by his 

'°* blood, *wefball befavedfrom wrath through im. For 

if when xve were enemies, we were reconmedto Godly 

thedeaSh of Us Son^mmh more^ being r,econeiled^ wefiall 

befaved by his life: where nfs^yo^ (^kxqv f^Mw^f^^ 

aj>d nFQKKla jiShKov )caT«x>«7cvT<;, feem to fignify the 

fame ; but that reconciliation is interpreted by J»^ 

aCor.v. miifion of fio« : God was in Chrift, rei^oudUng ^ 

*9- world untio hin^Jf^ not imputing tietr tr^affes wfi^ 

them. 

To 
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To obtain mercy is another term lignifyingjufti-SERM. 
fication; and what doth that import but having the viii. 
rcmiffion of fins in mercy beftowed on us ? ^ 

Again, juftification is oppofed direcftly to condemn- Rom. xi. 
adon: As. faith he, by the oiFetice of one man riude:-^?;^'.'.^*- 
ment came) upon all men to condemnation \ fo by /A^ Rom.?. 16, 
ri^heoufnefs of one man (the free gift came) upon aJP^' 
vmtojiiftification of Ufe\ {juflification of life , that is, a 
juftification fo relating to life, or beftowing a pro- 
nufe thereof, as the condemnation oppofite thereto 
rcfpedled death, which it threatened.) In which place 
k Paul comparing the firfl: Adam with his adlions, 
and their confequences, to the fecond Adam with 
liis performances, and what refulted from them, 
teacheth us, that as the tranfgrefliion of thtfirft did 
involve mankind in guilt, and brought confequently 
upon men a general fentence of death, (forafmuch as 
all men did follow him in commiflSon of fin ;) fo the 
obedience of xht fecond did abfolve all men from guilt, 
and reftored them confequently into a fliate of inv 
mortality, (all men, under the condition prefcribed, 
who, as it is faid, fhall receive the abundance of grace^Kom.^.iy, 
(indofthe gift of righteoufne/s tendered to them ;) the 
juftification therefore he fpeaketh of doth fo import 
an abfolution from guilt and puniihment, as the 
condemnation fignifieth a being declared guilty, and 
adjudged to puniihment. 

Bellarmine indeed (who, in anfwering to this placeBciiann.de ' 
pbjedled againft his dodlrine, blunders extremely, and^"**^- "• 3- 
is put to his trumps of fophiftry) telleth us, that in ' 
this place, to maintain the parallel or antithefis be- 
fween Adam and Chrift, jufl:ification muft fignify 
fnfufion of grace, or putting into a man's foul an 
inherent righteoufnefs ; becaufe Adam's fin did con- 
ftitute us unjufl: with an inherent unrighteoufnefs : 
^nt (with his favour) juftification and condemn- 
ation being both of them the a<fts of God, and it 
^ing plain, that God condemning doth not infufe 
^y inherent unrighteoufnefs into man, neither doth 
VOL.1. M be 
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s E K M. he jiiftifying, formally (if the antithefis muft be pat) 
Till, put any inherent righteoufnds into him; ictherent 
" unrighteoufnefs in the former cafe may be a confe- 

quent of that condemnation, and inherent righteouf- 
nefs may be conneAed with this juftification ; but 
neither that nor this may fbrnaally fignify thofc quali- 
ties refpe6lively: as the inherent unnghteouiheis con^ 
fequent upon Adam's fin is nc^ included in Grod*s 
condemning, fo neither is the inherent righteoufncfe 
proceeding from our Saviour's obedience contaiiied 
m God's juftifying men. 

But however moft plainly (and beyond all evafions) 

juftification and condemnation are oppofed otherwheit 

Rom viii. in this Epiftle : Wio^ faith St. Paul,^^// lay any ihing 

Tili^xi- ^^ ^^^ charge of God*s eleS? (or criminate againft 

rii jMtr^fc— them.) It is Godwhojicftifieth ; who is he that condemn' 

eth ? What can be more clear, than that there j^uftifi- 

cation fignifieth abfolution from all guilt and blame? 

4. Farther, this notion may be confirmed, by 

excluding that fcnfe, which in oppofition thereto is 

affigned, according to which juftification is iaid to 

import, not only remiflion of fin, and acce^ancc 

with God, but the making a man intrinfecally right- 

BcU. i. 5. eous, by infufing into him, as they fpeak, a habit of 

grace, or charity; the putting into a man a rig^Atow/- 

nefSf by which (as the Council of Trent expceflfeth it) 

Juftittam in we avc rencwcd in theffirit of our mindj and are mt 

7nt"s!"^'^" only reputed^ but are called, and become truly righteous, 

receiving right eotiftiefs in ourfelves. 

Now admitting this to be true, as in a iibnfc it 
furely is, that whoever (according to St. Paul'.s 
meaning in this Epiftle) is juftified, is alfo really at 
the fame time endued with fome meafure of that 
intrinfic righteoulhefe, which thofe men fpeak i>fi 
(for as much as that faith, which is required to juf- 
tification, (being a gift of God, managed by. his pro- 
vidence, and wrought by his preventing gr^oe,) dotb 
include a fincere and fteadfaft purpofe of iforfaki^g 
all impiety, of amendment of life, of obedience JJ^ 
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God, which purpofe cleanfeth the hearty and is apt to s E r M. 
produce as well inward righteoufnefs of heart, as Tin. 
outward righteoufnefs of pra<5tice ; for that alfo to ^^ ^T7* 
every found believer upon his faith is beftowed the 9. 
fpirit of God, as a principle of righteoufnefs, dwell- \^^' "'• 
ingin him, directing, admonifhing, exciting him toAasii.38. 
do well; affifling and enabling him fufRciendy to^P^*^'*^' 
the performance of thofe conditions, or thofe duties, % Cor. r. 
which Chriftianity requireth, and the believer thereof'^' 
undertaketh; which, the man's honefl and dihgenl 
endeavour concurring, will furdy beget the praAice 
of all righteoufnefs, and in continuance of fuch prac- 
tice will render it habitual;) — avowing, I fay, willing- 
ly, that fuch a righteoufnefs doth ever accompany the 
juftification St. Paul fpeaketh of, yet that fort of 
righteoufnefs doth not feem implied by the word 
Juftification, according to St. Paul's intent, in thofe 
places, where he difcourfeth ^bout juftification by 
faith; for that fuch a fenfe of the word doth not 
well confifl with the drift and efficacy of his reafon- 
ing, nor with divers pafTages in his difcourfe. For, 

I. Whereas St. Paul, from the general depravation 
of manners in all men,* both Jews and Gentiles, ar- 
gueth the iieceflity of fuch a jufiiiication, as the- 
Chrifliai^ Gofpel declareth and exhibiteth, if we 
fliould take juftification for infufing an inherent 
quality of righteoufnefs into men, by the like dif- 
courfe we mi^t infer the imperfection and infuffici- 
cney of Chrifianity itfelf, and confequenriy the necef- 
fity of another difpenfation befide it ; for that even all 
Cbriitians, as St. James faith, do offend often, andjamesiii.a. 
commiffiori of fin doth alfo much reign among 
them ; fo that St. Paul's difcourfe (juftification being 
taken in this fenfe) might ftrongly be retorted againfl 
himfelf. 

a. Suppofing that fenfe of juftification, a Jew 

^ight eafily invalidate St. Paul's ratiocination, by 

%ing, that even their religion did plainly enough 

declare fuch a juftification, which God did beftow 

M 2 upon 
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s BR M.upo^ all good men in their way, as by their frequent 

VII 1; acknowledgments and devotions is apparent; fuch 

p7"7 — as thofe of the Pfalmift : Create in me a clean hearty 

cxiiii. 10! God\ renew a right fpirit within me. Teach me to do 

cx«. 35> thy will, for thou art my God. Make me to go in the 

path of thy commandments ; incline my heart unto thy 

tejiimonies. Which fort of prayers God hearing did- 

infiife righteoufnefs, and juftified thofe perfons in 

this fenfe ; fo that Chriftianity herein could not 

challenge any thing peculiar, or could upon this 

fcore appear 10 neceffary as St. Paul pretendeth. 

3. From the juftification St. Paul fpeaketh of, all 
refpeft to any works, and to any qualifications in 
men, (fuch as might beget in them any confidence 
in themfelves, or yield occafion of boafting,) is ex- 
cluded ; it cannot therefore well be underftood for a 
conftituting man intrinfecally righteous, or infufing 
worthy qualities into him ; but rather for an a<9: of 
God terminated upon a man as altogether unworthy 
of God's^love, as impious, as an enemy, as a pure 
object of mercy ; fo it is moft natural to underftand 

Rom. iv. 5. thofe expreffions, importing the fame thing ; Goi 
^* ^' juftifieth the ungodly ; we being finners^ Chrijt died for us\ 
(purdiafing, as the following words imply, juftifica- 
Rom. V. 10. tion for us;) being yet enemies^ we by his deatTmoere re- 
conciled^ or juftined, for reconciliation and juftifica- 
tion, as we before noted, do there fignify the fame. 

4. Abraham 4s brought in as an inftance of a per- 
fon juftified in the fame manner, as Chriftians are 
according to the Gofpel : but his juftification was 

. merely the approving and efteeming him righteous, 
in regard (not to any other good works, but) to his 
fteadfaft faith, and ftrong perfuafion concerning the 
liom.iv. power and faithfulnefs of God— becaufe he was fully 
perjuaded, that what God had promifed he was able to 
perform ; to which faith and juftification confequent 
thereon, St Paul comparing thofe of Chriftians, fub- 
joineth; Now it was not written for his fake alone, 
that it was imputed to him, but for us a^, to whom it- 
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Jkallhe imputed^ if we believe on him that raifed «/>sR'itM. 
Jefus our Lord from the dead. As then it were an vm. 

idle thing to fancy a righteonfnefs, upon the fcore of ■" 

that belief, dropt into Abraham ; and as his being 
juftified is exprefsly called, having righteoufnefs, upon 
the account of his faith, imputed, or afcribed, to 
him ; fo our juftification (like and anfwerable to his) 
fliould correfpondendy be underftood, the approving 
and accounting us, notwithftanding our former tranf- 
greffions, as righteous perfons, in regard to that ho- 
neft and fteadfaft faith, wherein we rcfemble that 
Father of the faithful 

Even St. James himfelf, when he faith that Abra- 
ham and Rahab were juftified by works, it is evident 
that he meaneth not that they had certain righteous 
qualities infufed into them, or were made thence by 
God intrinfecally more righteous than they were 
before, but that they were approved and accepted 
by God, becaufe of the good w«rks they performed, 
(in faith and obedience to God,) one of them offering 
to fecrifice his fon, the other preferving the fpics 
fent from God's people. 

5. The fo often ufing the word imputation of 
righteoufnefs, inftead of juftification, doth imply 
this adl not to be a tranfient operation upon the foul 
of man, but an a6l immanent to God's mind, re- 
(peding man only as its objcft, and tranflating him 
into another relative ftate : with this fenfe that word 
excellently well agreeth, otherwife it were obfcure, 
and fo apt to perplex the matter, that probably St. 
Paul would not have ufed it. 

• 6. Again, when it is faid again and again, that 
foith is imputed for right eoiifnefs^ it is plain enough, 
that no other thing in man was required thereto ; to 
%, that he is thereby fanftified, or hath gracious 
liabits infufed, is yncouth and arbitrarious : the ob- -" "* 

vious meaning is, that therefore he is graciotifly ac- 
cepted and approved, as we faid Ijdbrer 

M 3 7- W? 
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SB R M. 7- We might in fine add, that the word juftifica- 
Yiji. ^^^ is very leldotn or never ufed in that fenfc of 

r— making perfons righteous, or infiifing righteoufnefe 

into them. Bellarmine and Grotius, having fcarched 
with all poffible diligence, do alledge three or four 
places, wherein (with fome plaufible appearance) 
they pretend it muft be fo underftood : but as they 
are^fo few, fo are they not any of them thoroughly 
clear and certain ; but are capable to be otherwife 
interpreted without much ftraining; the clearefl: 
place, Dan. xii. 3- the LXX. read a^jnsKD, aVo ^»xantfv, 
which the Hebrew and fenfe will bear. Wherefore 
the other fenfe, which we have maintained, being 
undediably common and current in the Scripture, 
wd having fo many particular reafons fhewing it 
agreeable to St. Paul's intent, feemeth rather to be 
embraced. 

In St. Paul's Epiftles I can only find three or four 
places, wherein the word jufitfying may with any fair 
probability be fb extended as to fignify an internal 
operation of God upon the foul of mien ; they are 
thefe : 
J Cor. vi. Andfuch were fome of you ; hit ye have been wafhedj 
"• but ye have beenfan&ifiedj but ye have beenjuftifiedin 

• If. the name of Chnfi JefuSy and * by the Spirit of our God; 
where juftification being performed by the Spirit of 
God, feemeth to imply a fpiritual operation upon a 
man's foul, as an ingredient thereof. 
Tit. ill 5, According to his mercy hefaved uSy by the lover of 
^ 1' regeneration^ and renewing of the Holy Ghofl\ which be 
poured on us richly by Jefus Chri/l our Saviour ; that 
being juflified by his grace, we may be made heirs, ac- 
cording to the hope of everlafting life: where God's 
juftifying us by the grace of Chrift feemeth to in- 
clude the renewing by the holy Ghoft. 
Rom. vi. 7. He that dieth, isjuftified from fin : where St. Vi^ 
fpeaking about our obligation to lead a new life ^ 

holy obedience^ tippn account of ouy being dcc|'- 

isxto 
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catcd to Chrift, and renouncing fin in baptifm, may s e r m. 
be interpreted to mean a being really in our hearts viii. 
purified and freed from fin. """"■■"~*' 

Whom he predeftinafed^ thofe he called 5 and whom Rom. Tiii. 
he called J thofe he jtiftrfied\ and whom he juftified^ fhofe^^' 
he glorified % where the chief ads of Grod toward 
thofe who finally fhall be faved, being in order pur- 
pofely recited, and juftification being immediately 
(without interpofing fan(!lification) coupled to glori- 
fication, the word may feem to comprife fandlifi- 
Gation. 

If confidering thefe places (which yet are not 
clearly prejudicial to the notion we have made good, 
but may well be interpreted fo as to agree thereto) 
it fliall feem to any, that St. Paul doth not ever fo 
ftridWy adhere to that notion, as not fometime to 
extend the word to a larger fenfe, I fhall not much 
contend about it : it is an ordinary thing for all 
writers to ufe their words fometimes in a larger, 
fometimes in a ftridter fenfe ; and it fufficeth to have 
ihewn, that where St. Paul purpofely treateth about 
the matter we difcourfe upon, the purport of his 
difcourfe argueth, that he ufeth it according to that 
notion which we have propofed. 

8. I Ihall only add one fmall obfervation, or con- 
jefture, favouring this notion ; which is the probable 
occafion of all St. Paul's difcourfe and difputatlon 
about this point, which feemeth to have been this : 
That Chriftianity fhould (upon fo flender a condi- 
tion or performance as that of faith) tender unto all 
perfons indifferently, however culpable or flagitious vid. Cynii. 
their former Hves had been, a plenary remiffion of ,*b^\f|""p"' 
fins and reception into God's favour, did feem an hs- where 
unreafonable and implaufiblc thing to many : the], v^y^^eU 
Jews could not well conceive, or relifh, that any mand«fcrib€d. 
fo eafily fhould be tranflated into a flate equal, or 
fuperior to that, which they took themfelves pecu- 
liarly ^ enjoy: the Gentiles themfelves (efpecially 
fcch as conceited well of their own wifdom and vir* 

M 4 tue) 
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SERM.tue) could hardly digeft it: Celfus in Origen could 
^m* not imagine or admit, that bare faith fhould work 

^ixir wif. fuch a miracle, as prefently to turn a diffolute perfon 
into a faint, beloved of God, and defigned to hap- 
pinefs. 

ZozimUs faith of Conftantine, that he chofe Chrif- 
tianity as the only religion, that promifed impunity 
and pardon for his enormous praAic^s; intimating 
his diflike of that point in our rehgion. This preju- 
dice againft the Gofpel St. Paul removeth, by fliew- 
ing that, becaufe of all men's guilt and linfulnefs, 
fuch an exhibition of mercy, fuch an overture of 
acceptance, fuch a remiffion of fin was neceffary in 
order to falvation, fo that without it no nian could 
be exempted from wrath and mifery ; and that con- 
fequendy all other religions (as not exhibiting fuch a 
remiffion) were ,to be deemed in a main point defec- 
tive : when therefore he ufeth the word juftification 
to exprefs this matter, it is reafonable to fuppofe, 
that he intendeth thereby to fignify that remiffion, 
or difpenfation of mercy. 

It may be objedted, that St. Auftin and fome 
others of the Fathers do ufe the word commonly 
according to the fenfe of the Tridentine Council. I 
anfwer, that the point having never been difcufled, 
and they never having thoroughly confidered the 
fenfe of St. Paul, might unawares take the word as 
it founded in Latin, efpecially the fenfe they affixed 
to it, fignifying a matter very true and certain in 
Chriftianity. The like hath happened to other Fa- 
thers in other cafes ; and might happen to them in 
this, not to fpeak accurately in points that never had 
been fifted by difputation. More, I think, we need 
not fay in anfwer to their authority. 

VI. So much may fuffice for a general explication 
of the notion ; but for a more full clearing of the 
point, it may be requifite to refolve a queftion con- 
cerning the time when this a<St is performed, or dif- 
penfed. It may be inquired, when God juftifietb, 

whether 
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whether once, or at feveral times, or continually. To s e r liC. 
which queftion I anfwer briefly : viii. 

I. That the juftification which St. Paul dif- ^ 

courfeth of, feemeth in his meaning, only or efpe- 
cially to be that a6l of grace, which is difpenfed to 
perfons at their baptifm, or at their entrance into 
the Church ; when they openly profefling their faith, 
and undertaking the pra6lice of Chriftian duty, God 
moft folemnly and formally doth abfolve them from 
all guilt, and accepteth them into a ftate of favour 
with him : that St. Paul only or chiefly refpedleth 
this adl, confidering his defign, I am inchned to 
think, and many paflages in his difcourfe feera to 
imply. 

If his defign were (as I conceive it probable) to 
vindicate the proceeding of God, peculiarly declared 
in the Gofpel, in receiving the mofl: notorious and 
heinous tranfgreflbrs to grace in baptifm, then efpc- 
ciallymuft the juftification he fpeaketh of relate to 
that ; to confirm which fuppofitipn, we may confi- 
der, that, .^ 

1. In feveral places jufl:ification is coupled with 
baptifn^al regeneration and abfolution : Such were i Ck>r. vi. 
fome of you ; but ye have been wajhed-^ye have been/anc^ ^ ^* 
^ffied,ye have been jujtified in the name of Chrift Je/iis : 
where, by the way, being fanftified and being jufti- 

fied feem equivalent terms ; as in that place where 
Chrift is faid to have given himfelffor the Church, that Eph. v. »5, 
^^ might fanSify it, and cleanfe it with the wajhing of^-^ 
'^ater by the Word, fancftification, I conceive, im- ^ **'*'* 
porteth the fame thing with jufl:ification. Again, 
Hefaved us by the laver of regeneration, that havingTiui\us%7- 
f^^m juftified by his grace, we may be made heirs of 
^^rlajting life. 

2. St. Paul in exprefling this acft, as it refpefteth 
^e faithful, commonly doth ufe a tenfe referring to 

the paft time: he faith notiiHai^iJLivoi, being jtifi^ed,^om.yi.ir 
'^^t Jixaiw^gvTif, having been jtifiified ; not ^^xaiScrS-i^Tit.iH. 7. 
ye are juflified, but ^ixaiw^un, ye have been juftijiedi ' ^'- ^'• 

namely,"' 
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StKM.^^amely, at fome remarkable time, that is, at their 

viii. entrance into Chriftia^ty. (Our tranlktors do ren- 

der it according to the prefent time ; but it fliould 

be rendered as I fay, in our text, and in other 

places.) 

iom.ti. 3. St. Paul in the 6th to the Romans difcourfeth 
thus : Seeing we in b^Mifm are cieanfed and difen- 
tangled from fin, are dead to it, andfojuftifiedfrm 
it, God forbid that we ihould return to live in the 
practice thereof, fo abufing and evacuating the grace 
we have received ; which difcourfc fecmeth plainly 
to fignify, that he treateth about the juftifieation 
conferred in baptifm. 

Rom. iii. 4. He cxprefleth the juftifieation he fpeaketh of 

*^* by the words voift&ii twv vfoytyovirtuv diAccfTniMcirooVy the 

faffing over foregoing JinSy which feemeth to refpeft 
that univerfal abfolution, which is exhibited in bap- 
tifm. Being, fjuth he, juftified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Chrijl Jefiis ; whom 
God hath Jet forth to he a propitiation through faith in 
hi^ blood, to declare his rignteoti/hefs,for the remiffion of 
Jins that are fafi, through the forbearance of God. 

5. The relation this juftifieation hath to faith, 
being difpenfed in regard thereto, (or upon condition 
thereof,) doth infer the fame : Faith is nothing elfc 
but a hearty embracing Chriftianity, which firft cx- 
erteth itfelf by open declaration and avowal in bap- 

Roiut. lo.tifm, (when we believe with our hearts to righteoufmfs^ 
and cofrfefs with our mouth tofalvation ;) to that time 
therefore the aft of juftifieation may be fuppofed 
efpecially to appertain : then, when the erangelical 
covenant is folemnly ratified, the grace thereof efpe- 
cially is conferred. Upon fuch confiderations I con- 
ceive that St. Paul's juftifieation chiefly doth refpeift 
that a6t of grace, which God configncth to us at our 
baptifm. Sut farther, 

4. The virtue and effeft of that firft juftifying aft 
doth continue (we abide in a juftified ftate) fo long 
as we do perform the conditions impofcd by God, 

and 
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and undertaken by us at our firft juftification ; holding s e H li^, 
fafl the prof ejffion of our hope without waverings keep^ viti. 
ing faith, and a good confcience ; fo long as we do not j^^j, ^ ^" 
forfeit the benefit of that grace by making Jhi&uureck ofi Tim/i. ' 
faith and a good corifcience, relapling into inndelity, or ^^p^^ ^u 
profanenefs of life. Our cafe is plainly like to that 20, &c/ 
of a fabjeft, who having rebelled againft his prince, ^^'^Ju* 
and thence incurred his difpleafure, but having after- 
ward upon his fubmiffion, by the clemency of his 
prince, obtained an aA of pardon, reftoring him to 
favour and enjoyment of the protedtion and privi^ 
1^ fuitable to a loyal fubjeft, doth continue in this 
ftate, until by forfaking his allegiance, and running 
again into rebellion, he fo lofeth the benefit of that 
pardon, that his offence is aggravated thereby : fo if 
we do perfevere firm in faith and obedience, we fhall 
(according to the purport of the evangelical cove-* 
nant) continue in a fl:ate of grace and favour with 
God, and in efFeft remain juftified ; otherwife the 
virtue of our juftification ceafeth, and we in regard 
thereto are more deeply involved in guilt. 

3. Although juftification chiefly fignifieth the 
firft a<ft of grace toward a Chriftian at his baptifm, 
yet (according to analogy of reafon, and affinity in 
the nature of things) every difpenfation of pardon 
granted upon repentance may be ftyled juftification ; 
for as particular adls of repentance, upon the com- 
tniffion of any particular fins, do not fo much differ 
in nature, as in meafure or degree, from that general 
converfion pra6tifed in embracing the Gofpel ; fo 
the grace vouchfafed upon thefe penitential adls, is PrnnHentU 
only in largenefs of extent, and folemnity of admi-^*f?|[^^ 
niftration, diverfified from that ; efpecially confider-^«w 
ing that repentance after baptifm is but a reviving ^^r^^^ 
of that firft great refolution and engagement we 
niade in baptifm ; that remiffion of fin upon it is 
only the renovation of the grace then exhibited ; 
that the whole tranfadlion in this cafe is but a rein- 
ftating the covenant then made (and afterward by 

tranjf* 
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SEAM, tranfgreffion infringed) upon the fame terms, which 
VIII. were then agreed upon; that confequently, by 

'^ con^uous analogy, this remiflion of fins, and re- 

ftonng to favour, granted to a penitent, are only the 
former juftification reinforced ; whence they may 
bear its name : but whether St. Paul ever meancth 
the word to fignify thus, I cannot affirm. 

Now according to each of thefe notions all good 
Chriftians may be faid to have been juftified ; they 
have been juftified by a general abolition of their 
fins, and reception into God's favour in baptifm; 
they fo far have enjoyed the virtue of that gracious 
difpenfation, and continued in a juftified ftate, as 
they have perfifted in faith and obedience ; they 
have, upon falling into fin, and riling thence by re- 
pentance, been juftified by particular remiffions. So 
that having been juftified by faith, they have peace with 
Gody through our Lord Jefus Chrift. 
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The Pleafantnefs of Religion. 



Prov. iii. 17. 



Her ways are ways of pleafantnefs ^ and all her paths 
are peace. 

IHE meaning of thefc words feems plain andsERM. 
obvious, and to need litde explication. Her ways, ix. 
that is, the ways of Wifdom. What this Wifdom 
is, I fliall not undertake accurately to dcfcribe. 
Briefly, I underftand by it, an habitual Ikill or fa- 
culty of judging aright about matters of pradlice,* 
and chooiing according to that right judgment, and 
conforming the adlions to fuch good choice. fFays 
and paths in Scripture-dialeA arc the courfes and 
manner of a<ftion. For doing there is comnionly 
called walking ; and the methods of doing are the 
ipays in which we walk. By pleafantnefs may be. 
meant the joy and delight accompanying, and by 
peace the content and fatisfadtion enfuing fuch a 
courfe of anions. So that, in ihort, the fenfe of 
thefe words feems fimply to be this ; that a courfe of 
life diretfled by wifdom and good judgment is de- 
lightful in the pradlice, and brings content after it. 

The 
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SERM.Tbe truth of which propolition it (hall be myen- 
IX, deavour at this time to confirm by divers reafons, 
and illuftrate by feveral inftances. 

I. Then, Wifdom of itfelf is delegable and fatif- 
faftory, as it implies a revelation of truth, and a de- 
te6lion of error to us. It is like light, pleafant to 
behold *, cafting a fprightly luftre, and diflfiifing a 
benign influence all about ; prefenting a goodly pro- 
fpeft of things to the eyes of our mind ; difplaying 
objefts in their due fliapes, poftvires, magnitudes, 
and colours ; quickening our fpirits with a comforta- 
ble warAth, and difpofing our minds to a cheerfiil 
adlivity ; difpelling the darknefs of ignorance, Mat- 
tering the mifts of doubt, driving away the fpe<ftres 
of delufive fancy ; mitigating the cold of fuUen me- 
lancholy; difcovering obftacles, fecuring progrefs, 
and making the paflages of life clear, open, and plea- 
fant. WJe are all naturally endowed with a fhrong 
appetite to know, to fee, to purfue truth : and with 
a bafhful abhorrency from being deceived, and en- 
tangled in miftake. And as fuccefs in inquiry after 
truth affords matter of joy and triumph ; fo beii^ 
qonfcious of error and mifcarriage therein, is at- 
tended with Ihame and forrow. Thefe defires Wif- 
dom in the moft perfeiSt manner fatisfies, not by 
entertaining us with dry, empty, fruitlefe theories, 
upon mean and vulgar fub)e6ls ; but by enriching our 
minds with excellent and ufeful Jcnowledgc, directed 
to the nobleft objects, and lerviceable to the h^eft 
ends. Nor in its own nature only, but, 

II. Much more in its vmrtYv^ confequenccs is Wif- 
dom jexceedingly pleafant and peaceable : in genend, 
by difpofing us to acquire and to enjoy all the good, 
delight, and happinefs we are capable pf ; and by 
freeing us from all the inconveniences, mifchiefe, and 
infelicities our condition is fubje6t to. For what- 
ever good from clear underftanding, deliberate ad- 

*• Veritatis luce menti hominift^ihil duldus. Ctc, Aeadi 2» 

vice^ 
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idce> fagacious forefight, ftable refoludon, dexitei|oi]3$£j|ic« 
addrefs, right intention, and orderly proceeding doth ix. 
naturally refult, Wifdom confers : whatever evil blind ■■ 

ignorance, falfe prefumption, unwary credulity, pre- 
cipitate raihneCs, unfteady purpofe, ill contnvance^ 
backwardnefs, inability, unwieldine(s and confufioa 
of thought, beget, Wifdom prevents. From a tho^- 
iand ihares and treacherous allarements, froai in- 
numerable rocks and dangerous furprifes, from ex- 
ceedingly many needlefe incumbrances and vexatious 
% of fruitlefs endeavour^ ihe redeem^ and fecures 
lis. More particularly, 

III. Wifdom aflures us ^ye take the beft courfe, 
and proceed as we ought. For by the fraie means we 
judge aright, and reflecting upon that judgment are 
affured we do fp : as the lame arguments by which 
we demonftuate a theorem convince us we have de- 
monftrated it, and the feme light' by which we fee 
5n objecSl makes us know w.e fee it. And this, af- 
fiimnce in the prqgrefe of the a<ftion exci^dingty 
pleafcs, aad in the fequel of it infinitely contents \x% 
He that judges amifs, not perceiving clearly the rec*- 
titude of his proccfs, proceeds ufually with a dubipus 
foUcitude ; and at length, difcovering his error, con- 
demns his own choice, and receives nq other fatif^ 
feftion but of repentance. Like a travejlisr, wfhc>» 
being uncertain whether he goes in. the right w^, 
wanders in continual perplexity, till 'he be inforaaed* 
and then too kte, underftanding his miftake, with 
regret feeks to recover himfelf into it. But he that 
knows his way, and is fatiafied that it is the tnjc: 
otve, makes on merrily and carelefsly, not doubting te 
ftall in good time arrive to his defigned joumey*:s 
end. Two troublefome mifchieft therefore Wifdona 
feces. us from, the company of anxious doubt in our 
^ons, and the confequence of bitter repentance ; 
for na man can doubt of what he is furi5,:n^ rep^t 
<if what he knows good* 
IV. Wifdomb^ets in.us^a hope of fucjgcfs in <mi 

a<5tions^ 
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SiK R M. acftiona, and is ufually attended therewith. NoW 
ix.^ what is more delicious than hope ? what more fatif- 
' fa(9:ory than fuccefs ? That is like the purfuit of a 

flying enemy, this like gathering the fpoil ; that like 
viewing the ripe corn, this like the joy of harveft it- 
felf. And he that aims at a good end, and knows 
he ufes proper means to attain it, why Ihould he 
defpair of fuccefs, fince cflfefts naturally follow their 
caufes, and the Divine Providence is wont to afford 
its concourfe to fuch proceedings ? Befide that fuch 
well-grounded hope confirms refolution, and quickens 
aftivity, which mainly conduce to the profperous if- 
fue of defigns. Farther, 

V. Wiidom prevents difcouragement from the 
poffibility of ill fuccefs, yea and makes difappoint- 
ment itfelf tolerable. For if either the forefight of 
a poffible mifcarriage Ihould difcourage us from ad- 
venturing on a(5i:fon, or inculpable fruliration were 
intolerable, we fhould with no heart apply ourfelves 
to any thing ; there being no defigns in this world, 
thdugh founded upon the mofl: found advice, and 
profecuted by the moft diligent endeavour, which 
may not be defeated, as depending upon divers 
caufes above our power, and circumfl:ances beyond 
our profpecft. The inconftant opinions, uncertain 
refolutions, mutable afFeftions, and fallacibus pre- 
tences of men,, upon which the accomplifliment of 
moft projedts relies, may eafily deceive and difappoint 
us. The imperceptible courfe of nature exerting it- 
felf in fudden tempefts, difeafes, and unlucky cafual- 
ties, may furprife us, and give an end to our bufi- 
neflfes and lives together. However, fiich is theirre- 
fiftible power of the Divine Providence, guided by the 
unfearchable counfel of his will, that we can never be 
aflTured that it will not interpofe and hinder the effefts 
of our endeavours. Yet notwithftanding, when we 
a<ft prudently, we have no reafon to be difheartened ; 
becaufe, having good intentions, and ufing fit means, 
and having done our beft, as no deferved blame, fo 

HP 
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iK^confideiralde damage can arrive to us : and though s b k m; 
we find Almighty G^ hath croffed us, yet we are ix. 
fure he is not difpleafed with us. Which confidera- ''^'^ — ^ 
tlon, wherewith Wifdom fumiflies us, will make the 
worft fuccefs not only tolerable^ but comfortable ta 
05. For hence we have reafofi to hope, that the All- 
wife Goodnef^ referves a better reward for us, and- * 
will fometime recompenfe not only the good pur- 
pofes we unhappily purfued, but alfo the unexpected 
di&ppointirient we patiently endured ; and that how- 
tvcf we Ihall be no lofers in the end. Which dif. 
coflffe is mwnly fortified by confidering how the 
feft and wifeft attempts have oft mifcarried. We 
iee Mofes, authorized by God's command, directed 
by his counfel, and conduced by his hand, intended 
to bring the Ifraelites into the land of Canaan ; yet^ 
by the unreafonable incredulity and iiubborrt per- 
verfenefs of that peq)le, he had his purpofe fruf-^ 
^ed. The holy prophets afterward earneftly en- 
deavoured to contain the fame people within com- 
pafs of obedience to the divine commtod's, and 
to reduce them from their idolatrous and wicked 
courfes ; yet without correfpondent eSt&i. Our Sa- 
viotir, by the example of his holy life, ccmrinual in^ 
ftruftion, and vehement exhortations, aflaycd to pro- 
^re a belief of and fubmiffion to his moft excellent 
doftrine ; yet how few betieved his report ^ and com-"^ 
plied with his difcipline ^ Yea, Almighty God himi- 
Wf often complins, how in a manner his defignj 
^ere defeated, nis defkes fbw^ted, his offers refulerf, 
flis Gounfels rejedted,. hi» expectations deceived. 
'^erefore^ (faith he coKcerning his vineyard,) when /ifa. v. 4, 
looked it JRould bring forth grapes^ brought it forth wild 
irapes'? And again, / have Jpread out ny hands alti^^- ixv. a. 
the day to a f^ebmious people. And again^, / have evenier, mi. 25, 
M unto you all ny frothets^ daily rij^ng up early, and^^^ 
hding theni; yet they hearkened not unto me. Where- 
fore there is no good caufe we Ihould be difheart- 
^ed, or vexed, whe» ibccefe is: wanting to well^ 
^OL. 1, TM advifed 
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\ IS R M. advifed purpofes. It is foolifli and ill-j^ouiided i^* 

IX. tentions, and praAices unwarrantable by good rea-, 

fon, that make the undertakers folicitous of fuccefs, 

and being defeated leave them difconfolate. Yea 

ferther, 

VI. Wifdom makes all the troubles, griefs, arid 
pains incident to life, whether cafual adi^erfities, or 
natural affliftions, eafy and fupportable ; by righljy 
valuing the impoitance, and moderating the influ- 
ence of them. It fufFers not bufy fancy to alter the 
nature, amplify the degree, or extend the duratioi\; 
of them, by reprefenting them more fad, heavy, and 
temedilefs than they truly are. It allows them no 
force beyond what naturally and neceflarily th^y 
have, nor contributes riouriftiment to their increafc. 
It keeps them at a due diftance, not permitting 
them to encroach upon the foul, or to propagate 
their influence beyond their proper fph^re. It will 
not let external mifchances, as povetty and difgracp, 
produce an inward fenfe which is beyond their natu- 
ral efficacy s nor corporeal affe<ftions of ficknefs and 
pain, difturb the mind, with which they have no- 
thing to do. The region of thefe malignant dif^ 
tempers being at moft but the habit of the body, 
Wifdom by effedlual antidotes repels them from the 
heart, and inward parts of the foul. If any things 
fin, and our unworthy mifcarriages toward God, 
Ihould vex and difcompofe us : yet this trouble Wif- 
.dom, byteprefenting the divine goodnefs, and his 
tender mercies in our . ever-blefled Redeemer, doth 
pcrfeftly allay. And as for all other adverfities, it 
abates their noxious power, by fhewing us they aa 
either merely imaginary, or very fhort and tempoi 
rary : that they admit of remedy, or at moft do. not 
exclude comfort, not wholly hindering the operations 
of the mind, nor extinguifliing its joys ; that they 
may have a profitable ufe, and pleafant end; and, 
however, neither imply had conlcieoce^ iior induce 
obligation to puniihment. Fo^^ . 
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; VfL Wifdom hath always a good ebhfcience at- s e e m» 
tending it, that pureft delight and richeft cordial of i^,^ 

the foul; that brazen wall^ and impregnable fortrefs 

^inft both external aflaults, and internal commo- 
tions ; that continual feafty whereon, the mind, defti- 
tute of all other repaA, with a ncver-languiihing ap-» 
t)etite.may entertain itfelf ; that faithful witnefe^ and 
impartial judge, whoever accufes^ always acquitting 
the. innocent foul ; that certain friend, in ho ftrait 
foiling, in no adverfity deferting ; that fure refuge in 
?ll ftorms of fortune, and perfecutions of difgrace : 
which, as Solomon here notes, renders a mzxi^Jleep 
fioeef, Biid undifturbed with fearful phantafms, his 
h^rt light, and his fteps fecure ; and, if any thingi 
,Gan make the Stoical paradox good, and ciufe the 
jnfe man to finile in extremity of torment j arming 
his mind with an invincible courage, and infufing a 
due. confidence into it, whereby he bears up cheer- 
ftdly againft malicious Teprqach, undauntedly fuftains 
adyerfity, and triumphs over bad fortune- And this 
mvaluable treafure the wife man is only capable of 
pofleffing ; who tertainly knows, and heartily ,ap^ 
proves the grounds uponi which he proceeds ; when 
^ the fool, building his choice upon blind chance^ 
or violent paffibn, or giddy fancy^ or uncertain ex* 
ample, not .upon the fteady warrant of good rcafon; 
canngt avoid being perplexed with fufpicion of mif^ 
take, and fo neceflarily is deprived of the comfort of 
a good confciencd. 

VIII. Wifdom Cdftfefs a facility, Expert ftacJiiiefs^ 
and dexterity in aftion; which is a very pleafant 
and commodious quality, and exceedingly fweetens 
aftivity. To do things with difficulty, ftruggling, 
Wd immoderate contention^ dilheartens a man, quells 
his courage, bluntsthe edge of his refolulion, renders 
Him fluggifh and ayerfe from bufinefs,^^ though ap- 

?j[ehend(ed never fo neceffary, and of great moment, 
'hefe obftruftions Wifdom removes, facilitating 
Operations .by diretfting the intention . to ends pofljble 
i N 2 and 
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SB KM. and attainable, by fuggefting fit means and initru- 
XX. ments to work by^ by contriving right methods and 
"courfes of procefs ; the mind by it being ftored with 
variety of good principles, fure rules, and happy ex- 
pedients, tepofed in the memory, and ready upoaall 
occafions to be produced, and employed in pradlide. 

IX. Wifdom begets a found, healthful, and 
harmonious complexion of the foul, difpofing us 
with judgment to diftinguifti, and with' pleafure to 
relifh favoury and wholefome things, but to naufeate 
and reje6t fuch as are ingratefiil and noxious to us; 
thereby capacifying us to enjoy pleafantly and inno- 
cently all thofe good things tne divine gooHnefi, 
hath provided for, and configned to us ; whence to 
the foul proceeds all that comfort, joy, and vigour^ 
which remits to the body from a good conftitutioft, 
and perfeA health. 

X. Wifdom acquaints us with ourfelves, our om 
temper and conftitution, our propenfions and paf- 
lions, our habitudes and capacities; a thing not 
only of mighty advantage, but of infinite pleafure 
and content to us. No man in the world lefs knows 
a fool than himfelf ; nay, he is more than ignorant, 
for he conftantly errs in the point, taking himfelf 
for, and demeaning himfelf as toward another, a bet* 
ter, a wifer, and abler man than he is* He hath 
wonderful conceits of his own qualities and facul- 
ties ; he aflfeAs commendations incompetent to him ; 
he foars at employment furpaffing his ability to ma- 
nage. No comedy can reprefent a mifia'ke more 
odd and ridiculous than his : for he wanders, and 
ftares, and hunts after, but never can find nor dif- 
cern himfelf: but always encounters with a falfe 
fhadow inflead thereof, which he paffionately hugs 
and admires. But a wife man, by conflant obferva- 
tion, and impartial reflection upon himfelf^ grows 
very familiar with himfelf : he perceives his Own in- 
clinations, which, if bad, lie flnves to alter and cor- 
redlj if good, he cherifhes and corroborates thcmt 
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he apprehends the matter he is fitting for^ and capa- s b r m'^ 
ble to manage, neither too mean and unworthy of ix. 
him, nor too high and difficult for him ; and tnofc " ' 
J^plying his care to, he tranfadls eafily, cheerfully, and 
fuccefsfuUy. So being neither puffed up with vain 
and overweening opinion, nor deje<fted with heart- 
kfs diffidence of himfelf ; neither admiring, nor de^ 
fpifing ; neither irkfomely hating, nor fondly loving 
himfelf; he continues in good humour, maintains a 
furc fricndfhip and fair correfpondence with himfelf, 
and rejoices in the retirement and private converfe- 
tion with his own thoughts : whence flows a pleafure 
and fatisfad^ion unexpreffible. 

XL Wifdom procures and preferves a conftant 
fevour and fair refpe<ft of men, purchafes a good 
name, and upholds reputation in the world : which 
things are naturally defirable, commodious for life, 
tncouragements to good, and preventive of many 
inconveniences. The compofed frame of tnind, uni- ' 

fbmi and comely demeanour, compliant and inofien- 
£ve converfation, fair and pun6lual dealing, confide- 
latc-motions, and dexterous addreflfes of wife men, na- 
turally beget efleem and afFe6iion in thofe that ob- 
fcnre them. Neither than thefe things is there any 
thing more commendable to human regard. As 
fymmetry and harmony to the animal fenfes, fo de- 
legable is an even temper of foul and orderly tenour 
of actions to rational apprehenfions. Folly is freak- 
ifli and humorous, impertinent and obftreperous, 
inconfliant and inconfiftent, peevifh and exceptious ; 
^ confequently faftidious to fociety, and producr 
tive of averfation and difrefpe A. But the wife man is 
ftable in his ways, confonant to himfelf, fuiting his 
aftions to his words, and thofe to his principles, and 
^ to the rule of right rcafon ; fo that you may 
^ow where to find him, and how to deal with him, 
^d may eafily pleafe him, which makes his acquaint- 
^^^ acceptable, and his perfon valuable : befid^ 
Aat real worth of itfelf commands refpcft, and ex- 

N 3 torts 
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§^iv^M. torts veneration from men, and ufually profpcrity 
1x7 waits upon his weU-advifcd attcncipts, which exceed- 

-—'-•'— ingly adprn and advance the credit of the under- 
taker : however^ if he fail fometime, his ufual de- 
portment lalves his repute, and eafily makes it cre- 
dible it was no fault of his, but of his fortune. If 
a fool profper, the honour is attributed to propitious 
chance ; if he mifcarry, to his own ill management: 
but the entire glory of happy undertakings crowns 
the head of Wifdom ; while the difgrace of unlucky 
even|:s f^lU otherwhere. His light, like that of the 
fun, cannot totally beeclipfed; it may be dimmed, 
but nev^ extinguifhed, and always maintains a day, 
tljough ov^r-clouded with misfortune. Who lefs 
efteenjs the fanious Afjrican captain for being over- 
thrown in that lail fatal battle, wherein he is faidto 
have (hewn the beft ikill, and yet endured the worfl: 
of fucc^fs ? Who contemns Cato, and other tte 
^rave citizens of Rome, for embracing the juft, but 
.improfperous caufe of the commonwealth ? A wife 
man's circumftances may vary and fiudtuate like 
jhe floods about a rock; but he perfifts unmoves' 
^bly the fame, and his reputation unfhaken : for 
-he can always render a good account of Kis actions, 
and by reafonable apology elude the aflaults of re^- 
proach, '. \ ■ 

XIL Wifdom inftrufts us to examine, compare, 
and rightly to value the obje<Sls that court our af- 
fedions, and challenge our cafe ; and thereby regu- 
lates our pafliions, and moderates our endeavours, 
which begets a pleafant ferenity and peaceable tran- 
quillity of mind. For when, being deluded with 
falfe ihews, and relying upon ilUgrounded prefump'- 
tions, we highly efteem, paflionately afFedl, and c&^ 
gerly purfue things of Httle worth in themfelves, or 
concernment to us, as we unhahdfomely proftitute 
our aflfecStions, and prodigally misfpend our tiniQ 
^nd vainly lofe our labour ; fo the event not anft^er- 
jng our expedlation, our minds thereby are con^ 
, . . . ' ,* founded, 
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founded, difhirbed, and diftempered. But when, sERwr. 
guided by right reafon, we conceive great efteem of, ix. 
and zealoufly are enamoured with, and vigoroufly ■ ■ 
ftrive to attain things of excellent worth, and A^eigh- 
ty confequence, the confcience of having well placed 
our aflfeAions, and well employed our pains, and the 
aperience of firuits correfponding to our hopes, ra- 
yifhes our mind with unexpreffible content. And fo 
itis : prefent appearance and vulgar conceit ordina- 
rily impofe upon our fancies, difguiling things with 
a deceitful varnilh, and reprefenting thofe that arc 
vaineft with the greateft advantage ; whilft the no- 
bleft objc<fts, being of a more fubtile and fpiritual 
la^e, like faireft jewds inclofed in a homely box, 
aroid the notice of grofs fenfe, and pafs undiuremed 
ly us. But the light of Wifdom, as it unmalks fpe- 
cious impofture, and bereaves it of its falfe colours ; 
fo it penetrates into the retirements of true excel- 
leiicy, and reveals its genuine luftre. For example, 
corporeal pleafure, which fo' powerfully allures and 
enchants us, Wifdom declares that it is but a pre- 
fent, momentary, and tranfient fatisfadlion of brutifli 
fenfe, dimming the light, fullying the beauty, im- 
pairing the vigour, and reftraining the aAivity of 
the mind ; diverting it from better operations, and ^ 
mdifpofing it to enjoy purer delights ; leaving no 
coBafortable relilh or gladfome memory behind it, 
but often followed with bitternefs, regret, and dif- 
grace. That the profit the world fo greedily gapes 
^er is but a poileilion of trifles, not valuable in 
Aemfelves, nor rendering the matters of them fo; ac- 
cidentally obtained, and promifcuoufly enjoyed by 
^1 forts, but commonly by the worft of men ; dif- 
ficultly acquired, and eafily loft; however, to be ufed 
b^t for a very fhort time, and then to be refigned 
iJito uncertain hands. That the honour men fo 
dote upon is ordinarily but the difference of a few 
petty circumftances, a peculiar name or title, a de- 
*^^nate place^ a diftinguifhing enfign; things of 
N 4 only 
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5 EK M. only imaginary excellence, derived from chance, and 
ix» conferring no advantage, except from fome little in- 

~^~ r~fluence they have upon the arbitrary opinion and 
fickle humour of the people ; complacence in which 
is vain, and reliance upon it dangerous. That power 
and dominion, which men fo impatiently ftruggjc 
for, are but neceflary evils introduced to reftrain the 
bad tempers of men; moft evil to them ^hat enjoy 
them ; requiring tedious attendance, diflra6ting cao, 
and vexatious toil ; attended with frequent difap- 
pointment, opprobrious cenfure, and dangerous envy; 
having fuch real burthens, and flavilh incumbrances, 
.fweetened only by fupcrficial pomps, flrained obfe.. 
quioufnefs, fome petty privileges and exemptions 
jfcarce worth the mentioning. That wit and parts, 
of which men make fuch oftentation, are but natH- 
ral endowments, commendable only in order to ufe, 
apt to Engender pride and vanity, and hugely dan- 
gerous, if abufed or mifemployed. What fliould I 
mention beauty, that Fading toy ; or bodily ftrengdi 
and aAivity, qualities fo palpably inconfidcrabic ? 
Upon thefe and fuch like flattering objefts, fo adored 
by vulgar opinion, Wifdom exercifing fevcre and kn- 
partial judgment, and perceiving in them no intrin- 
fic excellence, no folid content fpringing from them, 
no perfection thence accruing to the mind, no high 
reward allotted to them, no fecurity to the future 
condition, or other durable advantages proceeding 
from them ; it concludes they deferve not any high 
opinion of the mind, nor any vehement paflion of 
the foul, nor any laborious care to be employed 
on them, and moderates our affecSlions toward thetn: 
it frees us from anxious defire of them ; from being 
tranfported with exceflive joy in the acqmfition of 
them ; from being overwhelmed with difconfolatc 
forrow at the miffing of them, or parting with them ; 
from repining and envying at thofe who have better 
fuccefs than ourfelves in the procuring them ; ftooi 
immoderate toil in getting, a^d care in pwefcrying 
^ " , ' them: 
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Hiem : and fo delivering us from all thefe unquiet 9 &i&:jA» 
aoxietics of thought, tumultuous perturbations of ix. 
paiiion> mid tedious vexations of body, it maintains ~' 

oar minds in a cheerful calm, quiet indififerency, and 
comfortable liberty. On the other fide, things of 
real worth and high concernment, that produce 
great (atisfaftion to the mind, and are mainly con- 
ducible to our happinefs, fuch as are a right under- 
ftanding and ftrong fenfe of our obligations to Al- 
mighty God, and relations to men, a found temper 
9nd complexion of mind, a virtuous difpofition, a 
(opacity to difcharge the duties of our places, a due 
qualification to eiyoy the h^pinels of the other 
world ; thefe and fuch like things, by difcovering 
their nature, and the efFecfts refultii^ from them, it 
engages us highly to efteem, ardently to afFeft, and 
induftrioufly to purfue; fo preventing the incon- 
veniences that follow the want of them, and convey- 
ing the benefits arifii^ from the poffeffion of them. 

XIII. Wifdom djftinguiflies the circumftances, 
limits the meafures, determines the modes, appoints 
the fit feafons of aAion ; fo preferving decorum and 
order, the parent of peace, and preventing confufion, 
the mother of iniquity, ftrife, and difquiet. It is in 
the bufinefs of human Ufe as in a building ; a due 
proportion of bignefs, a fit fituation of place, a cor- 
refpondency of fliape, and fuitablenefs of colour, is 
to be obferved between the parts thereof : a defe<9: 
in any of which requifites, though the materials hap 
to be choice and excellent, makes the whole fabrick 
deformed and ugly to judicious apprehenfion. The 
heft aidtions, if they fwell, and exceed their due 
meafure, if they be unlkilfuUy mifplaced, if in un- 
<^outh manner performed, they lofe their quality, and 
turn both to the difgrace and difadvant^e of life. 
It is commendable to pray ; but they that would al- 
^'wiys be performing that duty, by their abfurd de- 
votion procured to themfelves the title of hereticks': 
^d they that will fiand praying in publick xron^ 

courfe. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



4 86 The Pleafantnefs of Religion^ 

B^pLM.courfe^ dcfervcd oiir Saviour's reprehenfions ; and 
ix> thofe men who, againft the cuftom and ordinary ufCj 
^^ would needs pray with their faces covered, you know 
St. Paul infinuates of them, that they were fond and 
contentious perfons. Friendly admonition is very 
laudable, and of rare ufe; but being upon all occa- 
4ions immoderately ufed, or in publick fociety fo as 
•to encroach upon modefty, or endamage reputation ; 
or when the perfon admoniflied is otherwife em» 
j)lpyed, and attent upon his bufinefs; or being de^ 
livered in an imperioufly-infultinfg way, or in harfh 
opprobrious language; it becomes unfavoury and odi-^ 
ous, and both in fhew and efFeft refembles a froward, 
malicious exceptioufoefs. It were infinite to com- 
pute in how many inftances want of due order, mea- 
lure, and manner, do fpoil and incommodate acftion. 
It is Wifdom that applies remedy to thefe mifchiefs. 
Things muft be compared to, and arbitrated by, her 
ftand^d, or elfe they will contain Something of mon* 
.ftrous enormity ; either ftrutting in unwieldy bulk, 
or finking in defeAive fcantnefs. If flie do not 
falhion and model circumftances, they will fit ugly 
lOn the things that wear them; if (he do not temper 
the colours, and defcribe the lineaments, the draught 
of pradlice will be but rude and imperfeA, and litdc 
refemble the true patterns of duty : but if Ihe inter- 
"pofe, and perform her part, all things will appear 
conformable, neat, and delicate. 
' XIV. Wifdom difcovers our relations, duties, and 
Concernments, in refpedl of men, with the natural 
grounds of them ; thereby both qualifying and in- 
clining us to the difcharge of them : whence exceed- 
ing convenience, pleafure, and content enfijes. By it 
.'we underftand we are parts and members of the 
great body, the univerfe; and are therefore con- 
cerned in the good management of it, and are there- 
by obliged to procure its order and peace, and by 
no irregular undertaking to difliurb or difcompofe it ; 
^hich makes us hpneft and peaceable men : that we 
, - . proceed 
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^ccd from the fame primitive ftock, arc children s rr »«• 
of the fame father, and partake of the fame blood ix. 
with all men ; are endowed with like faculties of 
^niDd, paiiions of foul, Ihape of body, and fcnfe of 
things : that we have equally implanted in our ori^ 
-ginal conftitution inclinations to love, pity, grati- 
tude,, fociatlenefs, quiet, joy, reputation : that we 
have an indifpenfable need and impatient defire of 
company, alfiftance, comfort, and relief ; that there- 
fore it is xiccording to the defign of nature, and 
agreeable to reafon, that to thofe, to whom our na- 
tural condition by fo many bands of cognation, li- 
militude, and mutual neceffitude, hath knit and con^ 
joined us, we Aould bear a kind refpedk and tender 
affedion; Ihould cheerfully concur in undergoing * t 
the common burdens ; Ihould heartily wilh and in- ' 

duftrioufly promote their good, affift them in ac- 
complifhing their reafonable defires, thankfully re- 
<iuite the courtefies received from them, congratu*- 
late and rejoice with them in their profperity, com*- 
fort them in their diflrrefles, and, as we are able, re- 
Heve them; however, tenderly companionate their ^ 

difappointments, miferies, and forrows. This renders 
us' kind and courteous neighbours, fweet and grate- 
fid companions. It reprefcnts unto us the dreadful 
eficfts and infupportable mifchiefs ariling from breach 
of faith, contravening the obligations of folemn 
pafts, infringing publick laws, deviating firom the 
received rules of equity, violating promifes, and in- 
terrupting good correfpondence among men ; by 
which confiderations it engages us to be good citi- 
zens, obedient fubjeds, juft dealers, and faithful 
friends. It minds us of theblihdnefs, impotence, 
and levity,' the pronenefs to miftake, and mifbehavi- 
-our that human nature neceffarily is fubjeft to ; de- 
ferving rather our commiferation, than anger or ha- 
tred, which prompts us to bear the infirmities of our 
brethren, to be gentle in cenfure, to be infenlible of 
petty affirontsj to pardon injuries, to be patient, ex.- 

orable^ 
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jsm M.orabk^ and reconcileable to thofe that gire us gresteft 
IX. caufe of offence. It teaches us^ the good may^ hut 
the evil of our neighbour can in no wife advantage 
us ; that from the fuffering of any man, limply con** 
£dered, no benefit can accrue, nor natural fatisfac- 
tion arife to us ; and that therefore it is a vwn, bafc, 
brutiih^ and unreafonable thing, for any caufewhat- 
foever, to defire or delight in the grief, pain, or mifcry 
of our neighbour, to hate or envy him, or infult over 
him, or devifc mifchief to him, or profecute revenge 
upon him ; which makes us civil, noble, and placa- 
ble enemies, or rather no enemies at all. So that Wif- 
<lom is in efiedt the genuine parent of all moral and 
poUtical virtue, jufticc, and honefty ; as Solomon 
Prov.Tiu. lays in her perfon, I had in the way of rightebufnefs^ 
*^' and m the mtdft of the paths of judgment. And how 

fweet thefe are in the pra6tice, how comfortable in 
the confequences, the teftimony of continual experi- 
ence, and the unanimous confent of all wife men 
fufHciently declare. But farther, 

XV. The principal advantage of Wifdom is, its 
acquainting us with the nature and reafon of true re- 
ligion, and affording convidlive arguments to per^ 
fuade to the praftice of it ; Which is accompanied 
with the pureft delight, and attended with the moft 
iblid content imaginable. I fay, the nature of reli- 
gion, wherein it confifts, and what it requires: the 
miftake of which produceth daily fo many mifchiefs 
and inconveniences in the world, and expofes fo 
good a name to fo much reproach. It Iheweth it 
confifteth not in fair profeffions and glorious pre- 
Jtcnces, but in real praAice ; not in a pertinacious ad- 
^lerence to any fecft or party, but in a fincere love of 
goodnefs, and dillike of naughtinefs, wherever dif* 
covering itfelf ; not in vain oftentations and flouriibes 
of outward performance, but in an inward good com- 
plexion of mind, exerting itfelf in works of true de- 
votion and charity ; not in a nice orthodoxy, or po- 
litic fiibjciftion of our judgments to the percmptc^ 
. , diaatcj 
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a^Btes of men, but in a fincere love of truth, in a sb r i^ 
hearty approbation of, and compliance with, the ix, 
dodrines fundamentally good, ami neceffary to be 
believed; not in harfh cenfuring and virulently in- 
veighing againft others, but in careful amending our 
own ways ; not^ in a peevilh croflhefs and obftinate 
repugnancy to receive laws and cuftoms, but in a 
quiet and peaceable fubmiffion to the exprefs laws 
rf God, and lawful commands of man ; not in a fu- 
rious zeal for or againft trivial circumflrances, but in 
a confcionable pradtifing the fubflantial parts of 
religion ; not in a frequent talking or contentious 
difputing about it, but in a ready obfervance of the 
unqueftionable rules and prefcripts of it ; in a word, 
that religion confifts in nothmg elfe but doing 
what becomes our relation to Gk)d, in a conformity 
or fimilitude to his nature, and in a willing obe- 
&tnce to his holy will : to which by potent incen- 
tives it allures and perfuades us ; by reprefenting to 
us his tranfcendently glorious attributes ; confpi- 
cuoufly difplayed in the frame, order, and govern- 
laent of the world : that wonderful Power, which 
erefted this great and goodly fabrick ; that incom- 

Erehcniible Wifdom, which preferves it in a conftant 
annony ; that immenfe Goodnefs, which hath fo 
carefully provided for the various neceflities, delights, 
and comforts of its innumerable inhabitants. I fay^ 
by reprefenting thofe infinitely glorious perfeftions, 
it engages us with higheft refpeft to efteem, reve- 
^ce, and honour him. Alfo, by minding us of our 
inanifold obligations to him, our receiving beings 
We, rcafon, fenfe, aU the faculties, powers, excellen- 
ces, privileges, and commodities of our natures fi*onl 
l^im ; of his tender care and loving providence con- 
tinually fupporting and protecting us ; of his liberal 
o^ncficcnce, patient indulgence, and earneft defire of 
our good and happinels, by manifold expreffions evi- 
^ntly manifefted toward us; it inflames us with 
^nt love> and obliges us to ofiici(;>us gratitude to- 
ward 
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?»E n Ml ward hitiu A^o^ by declaring the n^Ceflary ami 
jx> irreconcileable contrariety of his nature to all impu- 

'^' "^^rity and perverfenefs, his peerlefs majefly, his irrc- 
fiftible power, and his all-feeing knowledge, it begets 
an awful dread and a devout fear of him. By dilco- 
yering him from his infinite benignity willing^ and 
from his unlimited power only able to fupply our 
needs, relieve us in diftreffes, proteft us from dan- 
gers^ and confer any valuable benefit upon us, it en^ 
genders faith, and encourages us to rely upon him. 
By revealing to us his fupereminent Sovereignty, un- 
Controlable dominion, and unqueftionable authority 
over us ; together with the admirable excellency, 
wifdom, and equity of his laws, fo juft and reafonable 
in themfelves, fo luitable to our nature, fo conduci- 
ble to our good, fo eafy and praAicable, fo fweet 
iid comfortable; it powerfully inclines, and by^a 
gentle force as it were conftrains us to obedience. 
By fuch efl[icacious inducements Wifdom urges us to 
all duties of religion, and withal furely direfts los 
(as I before faid) wherein it confifts ; teaching us to 
jbave right and worthy apprehenfions of the divine 
nature, to which our devotion, if true and goodj 
xnuft be fuited and conformed : and fo it frees us, as 
^rom irreligion and profane negleft of God, fo from 
fond fuperlKtions, the fources of fo much evil to 
tnankind. For he that wifely hath confidered the 
Wifdom, goodnefs, and power of God, cannot imagine 
God can with a regardlefs eye overlook his prefump- 
tuQus contempt of his laws, or endure him to pro- 
ceed in an outrageous defiance of heaven, to continue 
hurting himfelf, or injuring his neighbour ; nor can 
admit unreafonable terrors, or entertain fufpicipus 
. conceits of God, as of an imperious mafter, or im- 
placable t3rrant over him, exadling impoffible per? 
formances from, or delightmg in the fatal miferies of 
his creatures ; nor can fuppofe him pleafed with hy-r 
pocritical Ihews, and greatly taken with fuperfici*" 
courtfliips of ceremonious addrefs j or. that he can; in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The Pkqfantnefs, of Religibn) ,19^ 

any wifer fevour our fiery • zeals^ fierce paflions, or s e k mi 
unjuft partialities about matter of opinion and cere- ix. 
mpny, or can do otherwife than deteft all fadtious, 
^arfh, uncharital^le^^ and revengeful proceedings, of 
what nature, or upon what ground foever; or that 
he can be fo inconfiftent with hiinfelf, as to approvi^ 
any thing but what is like himfelf, that is, righteouf-^ 
nels,fincerityj and beneficence. .^ 

Laftly, wifdom attracts the favour of God, pur- 
chafeth a glorious reward, and fecureth perpetual fe- 
licity to us. For God loveth none but him that dwell- Wif.yii 
eth with wifdom. And, Glorious is the fruit of good^^' "'' '^ 
labour: and the root of wifdom fhall never fall away. 
And, Happy is the man that findeth wifdom: and, Proy. hi. 
Whofofinaeth her, fndeth life, and fhall obtain favour ^3- ▼»»• 35* 
ajthe Lord. Thefe are the words of wife Solomon, in 
the book of Wifdom, and in the Proverbs. God 
loveth' her, as mo^ agreeable to his nature ; as rc- 
fembling him ; as an offspring, beam, and efflux of 
that wifdom which founded the earth, and efla- 
blifhed the heavens ; as that which begetteth honour, 
love, and obedience to his commands, and truly glo- 
rifies him ; and as that which promotes the good of 
his creatures, which he earneflly defires. And the 
paths fhe leads in are fuch as diredlly tend to the 
promifed inheritance of joy and blifs. 

Thus have I fimply and plainly prefented you 
with part of what my meditation fuggefted upon 
this fiibjeA ; it remains that we endeavour to obtain 
this excellent endowment of foul, by the faithful 
cxercife of our reafon, careful obfervation of things, 
diligent ftudy of the divine law, watchful reflexion 
upon ourfelves, virtuous and reli^ous praAice ; but 
efpecially, by imploring the divine influence, tlw 
original fpring of light, and fountain of all true 
knowledge, following St. James's advice : If any 
man lack wifdom^ let him afk it of God, who giveth 
freely. Therefore, O everiafting Wifdom, the Maker, 
Redeemer, and Governor of all things, let fome com- 
!; ^ fortable 
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««iiM.fortable beams from thy great bddjr of heavenly 
ix; light defcend upon us, to illuminate our dark minds, 
and quicken our dead hearts ; to inflame us with 
ardent love unto thee, and to direct' our fteps in 
obedience to thy laws, through the gloomy fhades of 
this world, into that region of eternal light and bliis, 
where thou reigneft in pcrfeA glory and majefty, one 
God ever bleflSd, world withcfiit end. Amen. 



SERMON 
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SERMON X. 

The Coniideration of our latter End. 



PSAL. XC. 12. 

So Uach us to number our days, that we may apply our 
hearts unto wifdom. 

IHIS Pfalm is upon feveral peculiar accounts s e r m. 
very remarkable ; for its antiquity, in which it per- x. 
J^ps doth not yield to any parcel of Scripture; for 
die eminency of its author, Mofes, the man of God, 
^e greateft of the ancient Prophets, (moft in favour, 
^d, as it were, moft intimate with God :) it is alfo 
remarkable for the form and matter thereof, both 
affording much ufeful inftrudtion. In it we have a 
P^at prince, the governor of a numerous people, 
fequeftering his mind from the management of pub- 
lick affairs to private meditations ; from beholding 
™ prefent outward appearances, to coniidering the 
^ nature and fecret caufes of things ; in the midft 
^f all the fplendour and pomp, of all the- ftir 
j^d tumult about him, he obferves the frailty of 
^an condition, he difcems the providence of 
^ juftly ordering all ; this he does not only in 
^y of wife. coniideration, but of ferious devotipn, 
▼OL. I. o moulding 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



194 ^^^ Conjlderation of our latter End. 

SERM. moulding his obfervations into pious acknowledg- 
X. ments and eameft prayers to God : thus while he 
cafts one eye upon earth viewing the occurrences 
there, lifting up the other to heaven, there feeing 
God's all-governing hand, thence feeking his gracious 
favour and mercy. Thus doth here that great and 
good man teach us all (more particularly men of 
high eftate and much bufinefs) to find opportunities 
of withdrawing their thoughts from thofe things, 
which commonly amufe them, (the cares, the glories, 
the pleafures of this world,) and fixing them upon 
matters more improveable to devotion ; the tranfito- 
rinefs of their condition, and their fubjedlioA to God's 
juft providence; joining alfo to thefe meditations 
fuitable a6ts of religion, due acknowledgments to 
God, and humble prayers. This was his prafticc 
among the greateft encumbrances that any man 
could have ; and it Ihould alfo be ours. Of thofe 
his devotions, addreffed to God, the words are part, 
which I have chofen for the fubjeft of my medita- 
tion and prefent difcourfe ; concerning the meaning 
of which I fhall firft touch fomewhat; then pro- 
pound that obfervable in them, which I defign to 
infift upon. 

The Prophet David hath in the 39th Pfalm a 
prayer very near in words, and of kin, it feems, in 

P(ai.xxxix.lenfe to this here ; Lord, prays he, make me to know 

*' my end, and the meafure of my days, what it is, that I 

may know how frail I am : concerning the drift of 
which place, as well as of this here, it were obvious 
to conceive that both thefe prophets do requeft of 
God, that he would difcover to them the definite 
term of their life, (which by his decree he had fixedj 
ox however by his imiverfal prefcience he did difcem; 

lob jtiT. 5. concerning which we have thefe words in Job, Seeing 
maris days are determined, the number of his month ar^ 
with thee, thou hajl appointed his bounds y that he cannot 
pafs ;) we might, I fay, at firft hearing, be apt to ima- 
^nc, that their prayer unto God is, (for the comfort 

of 
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of their mind burthencd with affliAions, ot for their s fr H. 
better direcftion in the management of their remain- x^ 
ing time of life,) that God would reveal unto them 
the determinate length of their life. But this fenfe^ 
which the words feem fo naturally to hold forth, is 
by many of the Fathers rcjeAed, for that the know- 
ledge of our lives' determinate meafure is not a fit 
matter of prayer to God •, that being a fecret re- 
ferved by God to himfelf, which to inquire into fa- 
vours of prcfumptuous curiofity : the univerfal vali- 
dity of which reafon I will not debate ; but fliall 
defer fo much to their judgment, as to fuppofe that 
the numbering of our days (according to their fenfe) 
doth here only imply a confufed indefinite compu- 
tation of our days' number, or the length of our life; 
fuch as, upon which it may appear, that neceffarily 
Ottr life cannot be long, (not, according to the ac- 
count mentioned in this Pfalm, the fame with, that 
of Solon in Herodotus, above 70 or 80 years, efpe- 
cially as to purpofe* of health, ftrength, content j) 
will probably, by reafon of various accidents, to 
which it is expofed, be much Ihorter, (7 or ip years, 
according to a moderate efteem ;) may poflibly, from 
furprifes undifcoverable, be very near to its period ; 
by few inflants removed from death, (a year, a 
month, a day, it may be fomewhat lefs.) This I 
ftall allow to be the arithmetick that Mofes here 
defiles to learn ; whence it doth follow, that teaching 
(or making ta know, fo it is in the Hebrew) doth 
import here (as it doth otherwhere frequently in 
Scripture) God's affording the grace to know pradli- 
cally, or with ferious regard to confider this ftatc 
and meafure of our life, (* for in fpeculation no man 
can be ignorant of human lives' brevity and uncer- 

* Ov yeiftri f^itai «%o^o; ui^fiitii aTroitV otr up^ft/wo^ ^6it rr> dnj- 
Tw, «^*^| yiyoMf tlf TO uvoBeunTf. Plui, ad A foil, p. 202. 

Guis eft tam Hultus, quam^is fit adolefccns, cui fit exploratum 
^ ▼€! ad vefpcnim tife vidtyrum ? CiC, di Sin. 

02 tainty ; 
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SERM.tainty; but moft men arc fo negligent and ftupid, 
X.* as not to regard it fufficiently, not to employ this 
knowledge to any good purpofe.) This interpreta- 
tion I choofe, being in itfelf plaulible enough, and 
countenanced by fo good authority ; yet the former 
might well enough (by good confequence, if not fo 
immediately) ferve my defign ; or be a ground able 
to fupport the difcourfe I intend to build upon the 
words ; the fubjeft whereof briefly will be this, that 
the confideration of our lives* certain and neceflary 
brevity and frailty, is a mean proper and apt to dif- 

{)ofe us toward the wife condudl of our remaining 
ife; to which purpofe fuch a confideration feems 
alike available, as the knowledge of its pundlual or 
definite meafure; or more than it, upon the fame, 
or greater reafons. 

As for the latter claufe, that we may apply our hearts 
to wifdom ; it is according to the Hebrew, and m 
Jhall bring the heart to wifdom\ implying, the applica- 
tion of our hearts to wifdom to be confequent upon 
the Ikill and praAice (beftowed by God) of thus 
computing our days. As for wifdom, that may de- 
note either fapience, a habit of knowing what is 
true ; or prudence, a difpofition of choofing what is 
good : we may here underiland both, efpecially the 
Dc Tin. ii. latter ; for, as Tully faith of philofophy, Omnisfuni' 
^' ^5* ma philofophiie ad beate vivendum refertur, the fum or 
whole of philofophy refers to living happily ; fo all 
divine wifdom doth refpeft good pradtice. The word 
alfo comprehends all tne confequences and adjundls 
of fuch wifdom ; ^ (for fo commonly fuch words are 
wont by way of metonymy to denote, together with 
the things primarily fignified, all that naturally flow 
from, or that ufually are conjoined with them :) in 
brief, (to ceafe from more explaining that which is 
in itfelf confpicuous enough,) I fo underfl:and the 

^ Natura dedit ufuram vit«, tanquam pecunue, nulla praefii- 
tuta die. Tu/c, ^<gjl, i. p. 326, 

text, 
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ttxt^ as if the Prophet had thus exprefled himfelf : s b r m* 
Since, O Lord, all things are in thy hand and fove- x, 
reign difpofal ; fince it appears that man's life is fo 
ihort and frail, fo vexatious and miferable, fo ex- 
pofcd to the juft effedts of thy di(pleafure ; we humbly 
befeech thee, fo to inftruft us by thy wifdom, fo to 
difpofe us by thy grace, that we may efFedlually 
know, that we may ferioufly confider the brevity and 
uncertainty of our lives' durance; whence we may 
be induced to underftand, regard, and choofe thofe 
things which good reafon dictates beft for us; which, 
according to true wifdom, it moft concerns us to 
know and perform. From which fenfe of the words 
we might infer many ufeful documents, and draw 
matter of much wholefome difcourfe ; but palling 
over all the reft, I fliall only infift upon that one 
point, which I before intimatcil, viz. that the ferious 
confideration of the fliortnefs and frailty of our life, 
is a proper inftrument conducible to the bringing 
our hearts to wifdom, to the making us to difcern, 
attend unto, embrace, and profecute fuch things as 
are truly beft for us ; that it is available to the pru- 
dent conduA and management of our life ; the truth 
of which proportion is grounded upon the divine 
Prophet's opinion: he apprehended fuch a know- 
let^e or confideration to be a profitable means of 
inducing his heart to wifdom: wherefore he prays 
God to grant it him in order to that end ; fuppofing 
fhat effeft would proceed from this caufe. And that 
it is fo in way ot reafonable influence, I Ihall en- 
deavour to ihew by fome following reafons. 

I. The ferious confideration of our lives' frailty i John u, 
^dlhortnefs, will confer to our right valuation (ori^;JJ;,,ji^ 
^em) of things, and confequently to our well ^orZi; 
placing, and our duly moderating our cares, affec-^^^'^^^. 
tions, and endeavours about them. For as we value *'*«Y''-^' 
things, fo are we ufed to aflfedl them, to fpend our^^^ Iherelf. 
thoughts upon them, to be earneft in purfuance or 
avoiding of them. There be two forts of things we 

o 3 I converfc' 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



198 The Conjideration of our latter End. 

E «. M. converfc about, good and bad ; the former, accoid- 
X. ing to the degree of their appearance fo to us, (that 

■* is, according to our cftimation of them,) we naturally 

love, dehght in, delire, and purfue ; the other like- 
wife, in proportion to our opinion concerning them, 
we do more or lefs loath and Ihun. Our adlions there- 
fore being all thus directed and grounded, to efteem 
things aright both in kind and degree, (exaVw dmiitim 
rriv diloLVy to affign every thing its due price, as Epic* 
tetus fpeaks; quanti quidque Jit judicarey to judge what 
each tning is worth,. as Seneca*^,) is in order the firft, 
in degree a main part of wifdom ; and as fo is fre- 
quently by wife men commended. Now among qua- 
lities that commend or vilify things unto us, duration 
Wd certainty have a chief place ; they often alone 
fuffice to render things valuable or contemptible. 
Why is gold nlore precious than glafs or cryftal? Why 
prefer we a ruby before a rofe, or a gilliflowcr ? It is 
not becaufe thofe are more ferviceable, more beauti- 
ful, more grateful to our fenfes, than thefe, (it is plain- 
ly otherwife;) but becaufe thefe are britde and fading, 
thofe folid and pernaanent : thefe we cannot hope to 
retain the ufe or pleafure of long; thofe we may pro- 
mife ourfelves to enjoy fo long as we pleafe. Whence 
on the other fide is it, that we little fear or Ihun any 
thing, how painful, how ofFenfive foever, being af- 
fured of its foon paffing over, the biting of a flea, or 
the prick in letting blood ? The reafon is evident ; 
and that in general nothing can on either hand be 
confiderable (either to value or difefteem) which is of 
a Ihort continuance. Upon this ground, therefore, let 
us tax the things concerning us, whether good or 
bad, relating to this life, or to our future ftate ; and 
firfl: the good things relating to this life ; thence wc 

« Pnmum eft, ut quanti quidque fit judiccs ; fccundum, ut im* 
pelum ad ilia capias ordinatum tern peratum que ; tertium, pt inter 
impetum tuum, aClionemquc conveniat, ut in omnibus iftis tibi 
ip(i confentias. Sen, Ef'i/i* 89, 

. ' fliall 
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ftall be difpofed to judge truly concerning them, s e r m. 
what their juft price is, how much of affedtion, care, x. 
and endeavour they deferve to have expended on 
them. In general, and in the lump concerning them 

all, St. Paul tells us, that to vyj^iMx, tS xog-i/^h itaptiyHyi Cor. vU. 

the fhape or fajhion (all that is apparent or fenfible)^'* 
in this prefent world doth flit, andfoon gives us the go- 
by: we gaze a while upon thcfe things, as in tranjitu, 
or intra confpeihcm^ as they pafs by us **, and keep a 
while in fight ; but they are prefently gone from us, 
or we from them. They are but like objects repre- 
fcnted in a glafs ; which having viewed a while, we 
muft fliortly turn our backs, or fhut our eyes upon 
them, then all vaniflies, and difappears unto us. 
Whence he well infers an indifFerency of afFetftion 
toward them ; a flacknefs in the enjoyment of them 
to be required of us ; a ujing this worlds as if we ufed 
it not ; a buying^ as if we were not to poffefs\ sweeping y 
as if we wept not; and a rejoicings (is if we rejoiced 
not I a kind of negligence and unconcernednefs about ^ 

thefe things. The worlds faith St. Johuy pajfeth away, i Johnii. 
and the deftre thereof \ whatever feemeth moft lovely ^^^.^^^^^ 
and defirable in the world is very flitting; however «ir5. 
our defire and our enjoyment thereof muft fuddenly 
ceafe. Imagine a man therefore pofleflTed of all world- 
ly goods, armed wita power, flourifliing in credit, 
flowing with plenty, fwimming in all delight, (fuch 
as were fometime Priamus, Polycrates, Croefus, Pom- 
pey;) yet fince he is withal fuppofed a man and mor- 
tal, fubjedl both to fortune and death, none of thofe 
things can he reafonably confide, or much fatisfy 
himfelf in ; they may be violently divorced from him 
by fortune, they muft naturally be loofed from him 
by death ; the clofeft union here cannot laft longer 
than till death us depart : wherefore no man upon 
fuch account can truly call or (if he confider well) 



o 4 heartily 
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s E K. M. heartily eftefem himfelf . happy ; a man cannot hence 
X. (as the moft able judge and trufty voucher of the 
j^^^JTiTsT commodities doth ]pronounct) receive profit or content 
&c. from any labour he taketh (upon thefe tranfitory things) 
under the fun. Why then, let me inquire, do we fo 
cumber our heads with care, fo rack our hearts with 
paffion, fo wafte our fpirits with inceflant toil about 
thefe tranfitory things ? Why do we fo highly value, 
fo ardently defire, fo eagerly purfue, fo fondly delight 
in, fo impatiently want, or lofe, fo paffionately con-^ 
tend for and emulate one another in regard to thefe 
bubbles ; forfeiting and foregoing our homebred moft 
precious goods, tranquillity and repofe, either of 
mind or body, for them ? Why eredt we fuch mighty 
fabrics of expectation and confidence upon fuch un- 
fteady fands? Why drefs we up thefe our inns ^, as if 
they were ovu homes, and are as careful about a few 
nights lodging here, as if we defigned an everlafting 
I Pet. ii. abode ? ( we that are hutfojourners and pilgrims here, and 
/ ch ^^^^ no fixed habitation upon earth ; who come forth like 
xxix. 15. a flower^ and arefoon cut down ; fee like afkadow, and 
PM^'^'ii* ^^^^^^^^ ^^^ 5 ^^^ winds faffing away^ and coming not 
39. again ; who fade all like a leaf whofe life is a vapour 

vTxrlw^t^^t^^^^^S f^^ ^ /////^ time, and then vanifhing away ; 
Pfai. cii.3."w^^ days are a hand-breadth, and age is nothing; 
cUi V ^' '^hqfe days are confumed likefmoke, and years . arefpent 
xxxix/5. as <i tale ; who wither like the grafs, upon which wc 
cxilT.i'^. ^^^» ^^ crumble as the dufi, of which we are com- 
ifa. xiv 6. palled ; for thus the Scripture by appofite compa- 
rifons reprefents our condition ;) yet we build (like 
the men of Agrigentum) as if we were to dwell here 
for ever; and hoard up, as if we were to enjoy after 
many ages ; and inquire, as if we would never have 
done knowing. The citizens of Croton, a town in 
Italy, had a manner, it is faid, of inviting to feafts a 
year before the time, that the guefts in appetite and 

^ Commorandi natura nobis diverfbrium dedit^ non habitandi 
locum. C't£. de Sen. 

garb 
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garb might come well prepared to them. Do we not s b r m*- 
ufually refemble them in this ridiculous folicitude x. 
and curiofity ; /pes inchoando longas, commencing dc- ' 
figns, driving on projedls, which a longer time than 
our life would not fuffice to accomplifh ? How deeply 
do we concern ourfelves in all that is faid or done ; 
when the morrow all will be done away and forgot- 
ten; when (excepting what our duty to God and 
charity towards men requires of us, and that which 
concerns our future eternal ftate) what is done in the 
world, who gets or lofes, which of the fpokes in for^ 
time's wheel is up, and which down, is of very little 
confequence to us. But the more to abftradi our 
minds from, and temper our affedlions about thefe 
fecular matters, let us examine particularly by t;his 
ftandard, whether the moll valued things in this 
world deferve that eftimate which they bear in the 
common market, or which popular opinion afligns 
them. 

T. To begin then with that which takes chief 
place, which the world moft doats on, which feems 
moft great and eminent among men ; fecular ftate 
and grandeur, might and prowefe, honour and re^ 
putation, favour and applaufe of men, all the ob- 
jects of human pride and ambition : of this kind, 
St. Peter thus pronounces, Traera Joga avS-f «Va, All the ^ p^t. |^ ^^ 
glory of men is as the flower ofthegrafs\ thegrafs is dried 
U'^ and the flower thereof doth fall off \ it is as the 
flower of the grafs, how fpecious foever, yet the moft 
fading and failing part thereof ; the grafs itfelf will 
foon wither, and the flower doth commonly fall off" 
before that. We cannot hold this flower of worldly- 
glory beyond our fliort time of life ; and we may 
cafily much fooner be deprived of it : many tempeto 
of fortune may beat it down, many violent hands 
may crop it ; it is apt of itfelf to fade upon the 
ftalk ; however the fun (the influence of age and 
^nie) will afluredly burn and dry it up, with our 
We that upholds it. Surely, faith the Pfalmift, men^uuxi.f. 
of low degree are vanity^ and men of high degree are a. 

lie : 
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9 E^M^ lie: men of high degree; the mighty princes, the 

X. famous captains, the fubtile ftatefmen, the grave fe- 

nators; they who turn ai\^ tofs about the world 

Ifc.xiv.i6.at their pleafure; who (in the Prophet's language) 
make the earth tremble^ and Jhake kingdoms : even 
thefe, they are a lie, (faid he, who himfelf was 
none of the leaft confiderable among them, and by 
experience well knew their condition, the greateft 
and moft glorious man of his time, King David.) 
They are a lie ; that is, their ftate prefents fomething 
of brave and admirable to the eye of men ; but it is 
only deceptio vifus ; a Ihew without a fubflance ; it 
doth but delude the carelefs fpedators with falfe ap- 
pearance ; it hath nothing under it folid or ftable ; 
being laid in the balance, (the royal Prophet there 
fubjoins ; that is, being weighed in the fcales of 
right judgment, being thoroughly confidered,) it will 
jprove lighter than vanity itfelf ; it is lefs valuable 
than mere emptinefs, and nothing itfelf. That fay- 
ing founds like an hyperbole; but it may be true in a 
ffcridl fenfe, feeing that the care and pains in main- 
tuning it, the fear and jealoufy of lofing it, the envy, 
obloquy, and danger that furround it, the fnares it 
hath in it, and temptations inclining men to be puffed 
up with pride, to be infolent and injurious, to be 
corrupted with pleafure, (with other bad concomi- 
tants thereof,) do more than countervail whatever 
cither imaginary worth or real convenience may be 
in it. Perhaps, could it, without much care, trou- 
ble, and hazard, continue for ever, or for a long time, 

Pf. ixxxii. it might be thought fomewhat confiderable : but 

Kai. xiix. ^^^^ ^^s duration is uncertain and Ihort ; fince man 

IS, &c. in honour ahtdeth not, hut is like the beqfts that perijh ; 
that they who look fo like Gods, and are called fo, 
and are worfliipped as fo, yet mufi die like men^ like 
men, yea like Jheep Jhall he laid in the grave ; lince, 

ifa.xit.ii.as it is faid of the King of Babylon in Ifaiah, thtvr 
pomp mufi be brought down to the grave ^ and the noife 
«f their viols ; the worm fliall befpread under tliem^ and 
the worm Jhall c^ver them ; feeing that a moment of 

^ lime 
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time fliall extinguifh all their luftre, and ftill all that s e r m^ 
tumuk about them ; that they muft be difrobed of x. 
their purple, and be clothed with corruption ; that 
their fo fpacious and fplendid palaces muft foon be 
exchanged for clofe darkfome coffins ; that both 
their own breath, and the breath of them who now 
applaud them, muft be ftopped ; that they who 
now bow to then:\, may prefently trample on them ; 
and they, who to-day trembled at their prefence, 
may the morrow fcornftJly infult upon their me- 
mory : Is this the man (will they fay, as they did of ife. x»ir. n^ 
that great King) who made the earth to tremble ; that^'^' 
didjhake kingdoms ; that made the world as a wilder ^ 
nefsy and dejtroyed the kingdoms thereof? Since this 
is the fate of the greateft and moft glorious among 
men, what reafon can there be to admire their con- 
dition, to prize fuch vain and fhort-lived pre-emi- 
liences ? For who can account it a great happinefs 
to be ftyled and refpe6led as a prince, to enjoy all 
the powers and prerogatives of higheft dignity for a 
day or two ; then being obliged to defcend into a 
fordid and defpicable eftate? Who values the for- 
tune of him that is brought forth upon the ftage to 
aft the part of a prince ; though he be attired there, 
and attended as fuch, hath all the garb and ceremony, 
the enfigns and appurtenances of majefty about him ; 
fpeaks and behaves himfelf imperioufly, is flattered 
and worlhipped accordingly ; yet who in his heart 
doth adore this idol, doth admire this mockery of 
greatnefs ? Why not ? Becaufe after an hour or two 
the play is over, and this man's reign is done. And 
what great difference is there between this and the 
greateft worldly ftate ? between Alexander in the 
hiftory, and Alexander on the ftage? Are not (in 
the Pfalmift's account) all our years ffent as a talevidX. xc. 9. 
^hat is toldy or as a fable that is adled ? This in 
comparifon of that, what is it at moft, but telling 
tile fame ftory, afting the fame part a few times 
Qvtr ? What are a few years more than a few hours 

repeated 
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8 XB;M. repeated not very often? not fo often as to make 
X. any confiderable difference : fo a great Emperor re- 
- fle(5ted ; rl iiupi^u Tpijnju,fpoc tj tycg nvta ; what, faid he, 

Anton, iv. Joth the age of an infant ^ dying wtthin three days, differ 
Sen. Ep. from that ofNefior^ who lived three ages of men? fince 
xcix. 24. both Ihall be paft and ended ; both then meet, and 
thereby become equal; fince, conlidering the im- 
menfe time that runs on, and how little a part there- 
of any of us takes up, (juvenes et ferns in aquo fumus^ 
we are all alike young and old, as a drop and a 
pint bottle in compare to the ocean are in a fort 
equal, that is, both altogether inconfiderable ®. Quid 
enim diu efi, uU finis eft ? faith St. Auliin : what 
can be long that fhall he ended? which coming to that 
pafs is as if it never had been ? Since then upon this 
account (upon worldly accounts I fpeak all this; 
and excepting that dignity and power may be ta- 
lents beftowed by God, or advantages to ferve God, 
and promote the good of men ; excepting alfo the 
relation perfons juftly inflated in them bear to God, 
as his deputies and minifters ; in which refpeAs 
much reverence is due to their perfons, much value 
to their places ; even the more, by how much lefs 
their prefent outward eftate is confiderable, and bc- 
caufe at prefent they receive fo flender a reward for 
all their cares and pains employed in the difcharge of 
their ofl[ices ; this I interpofe to prevent miftakes, 
left our difcourfe Ihould feem to difparage or de- 
tract from the reverence due to perfons in eminent 
place. But fince, under this caution) all worldly 
power apd glory appear fo little valuable, the con- 
lideration hereof may avail to moderate our afFeftions 
about them, to quell all ambitious defires of them, 
and all vain complacencies in them. For why fhould 
wc fo eagerly feek and purfue fuch empty fhadows, 
which if we catch, we in efFedl catch nothing ; and 

* Mihi ne diutiumum quidem quldquam videtuo in quo eft ali« 
quid extremum, &:c* Cic. d$ Senetl. 

whatever 
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whatever it is, doth prefently lUp out of our hands ? s jb r bc 
Why do we pleafe ourfelves in fuch evanid dreams ? x. 
h it not much better to reft quiet and content in* 
any ftation wherein God hath placed us, than to 
trouble ourfelves and others in climbing higher to a 
precipice, where we can hardly ftand upright, and 
whence we Ihall certainly tumble down into the 
grave ? This confideration is alfo a remedy, proper 
to remove all regret and envy grounded upon fuch 
regards. For why, though fuppofe men of fmall 
worth or virtue fliould flourifh in honour and pow- 
€r, fliall we repine thereat ? Is it not as if one ihould 
envy to a butterfly its gaudy wings, to a tuUp its 
beautiful colours, to the grafs its pleafant verdure:; 
that grafs, to which in this Pfalm we are compared ; 
which in the morning flourijheth andgroweth up^ in thevtiX, ze. €• 
evening is cut down and withereth f I may fay of this 
difcourfe with the Philofopher, I^i«T»xov /^ev, tiMq i\hau\y.$i^ 
awTixov (WS-tifAa, it is a homely remedy, (there may 
be divers better ones,) yet hath its efficacy ; for Da- 
vid himfelf made ufe thei^eof more than once : J5^Pfai.xiix. 
w/, faith he, afraid, or troubled, when one is made^^* '^' 
^ichy when the glory of his hovfe is increafed\ for when 
he diethy hejhall carry nothing away ; his glory Jhall not 
defcend with him. I was, faith he again, envious dtViAvtSM^. 
ihe foolijhy when I faw the frofperity of the zvicked; '^' *^' *^' 
^t 1 went into the fanSuaryy then underjiood I their 
^\Jurely thou didjtfet them injlippery places — how org 
they brought into defolation as in a moment! Thus con- 
fidering the lubricity and tranfitorinefs of that prof- 
perity, which foolifh and wicked men enjoyed, did 
ferve to cure that envious diftemper which began to 
^eft the good man's heart. 

2. But let us defcend from dignity and power 
(that is, from names and fhews) to fomewhat feem* 
ij^g more real and fubftantial, to riches ; that great 
^d general idol, the moft devoutly adored that ever 
^ny hath been in the world ; which hath a temple 
*lnaoft in every houfe, an altar in every heart ; to 

the 
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• fiRM.the gainirig of which moft of the thoughts, moftdf 

X. the labours of men immediately tend ; in the poffef- 

■■ lion of which men commonly deem the greateft hap* 

pinefs doth confift. But this confideration we dif- 

courfe about, will eafily difcover, that even this, as 

I Cor. viii. all Other idols, is nothing in the worlds nothing true 

*• > and folid ; will, I fay, juftify that advice, and verify 

Piov.xxiii. that affeition of the wife man : Labour not for riches; 

^ ^' wilt thoufet thy heart upon that which is not? it, weB 

applied, will pluck down the high places reared ta 

this great idol of clay in men's hearts; will confiite 

the common conceits and phrafes, which fo beautify 

wealth ; fhewing that whoever doats thereon is more 

truly and properly ftyled a miferable man, than a 

happy or bleffed one : for is he not indeed mifera- 

^TXm. ble, who makes lies his refuge^ who confides in that 

ptiiu?'"^^^^^ will deceive and difappoint him ? The Prophet 

Hftb.u.9. affurcs us fo: fVo^ (faith the Prophet Habakkuk,) wd 

be to him who coveteth an evil covetoufnefs to his houfe\ 

that he mayfet his neji on high, that he may he delivered 

from the power of evil. Men, he implies, imagine by 

getting riches, they have fecured and raifed them- 

fclves above the reach of all mifchief : but ye fee it 

was in the Prophet's judgment a woful miftake. St. 

irim.Ti. Paul doth warn men, very emphatically, not to hope 

''• ' iiri *x«T8 atJtiXoTTiTj, in the uncertainty J or obfcurity, of 

riches ; intimating, that to trufl: in them, is to truft 

in darknefs itfelf ; in that wherein we can difcern 

nothing ; in we know not what. They are, we can" 

not but obferve, fubjedt to an infinity of chancer, 

many of them obvious and notorious ; more of them 

Froy. xxiii. fecret and unaccountable : They make (the wife man 

^' tells us) themfelves wings ^ (they need, it feems, no help 

for that,) and fly away like as an eagle toward heaven^ 

(quite out of fight, and beyond our reach, they of 

their own accord do fwiftly fly away:) however, fliould 

they be difpofed to flay with us, we muft fly from 

them ; were they irifeparably affixed to this life, y^t 

TOuft they together with that be fevered from us^ 
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as we came naked of them into this world, fo na- gBRii, 
ked Ihall we return : ^s he camej faith the Preacher, x. 
fojhall he go ; and what profit ^ then, hath he that ^-jobi. ai 
hourethfor the wind? From hence, that we mufl foxxvu*. 19. 
foon part with riches, he infers them to be but wind ; J '^*°*"^*- 
a thing not any wife to be fixed or fettled ; which itficd- ▼•»!. 
is vain to think we can appropriate, or retain ; and 
vain therefore greedily to covet, or purfue. So the 
Pfalmift alfo re^fons it : Surely every man^ faith he,Pfii.xxjux. 
walketh in a vain Jhew \ furely they are dtfquieted in^' 
vain ; hg heapeth up riches ^ and knoweth not whojhall 
gather them. Men, in his account, that troubled 
themfelves in accumulating wealth, did but idly de- 
lude themfelves, fancying to receive content from 
fuch things, which they muft themfelves foon be fe- 
parated from ; and leave at uncertainties, to be dif- 
pofed of they know not how : that which in his wife 
fon's efleem was fufficient to make a man hate all his 
labour under thefim : Becaufe^ {aith he, IJhall leave it Ecci. u. it« 
/o the man that Jhall he after me \ and who knoweth^ ^^' 
whether he Jhall be a wife man or a fool? Yet he Jhall 
have rule over all my labour wherein. I have laboured^ 
and wherein I have Jhewed myfelf wife under the fun : 
all, it feems, that we are fo wife and fo induftrious 
about ; that we fo beat our heads about, and fpend 
our fpirits upon, is at moft but gaudium h^eredis ; th$ 
joy of an heir, and that an uncertain one, (for your 
fon, your kinfman, your friend may, for all you can 
know, die before you, or foon after you ;) Ht is but a 
being at great pains and charges in tilling the land, 
and fowing and dreffing it ; whence we are fure not 
to reap any benefit to ourfelves, and cannot know 
who Ihall do it. 

The rich man^ St. James tells us, as the flower of the Jzm. i. la, 
grafsfhall he pafs away ; for the fun is no foener rifen^^' 
with a bnmingiieaty but it wither eth thegrafsy and th^ 

' In his elaborant, quae fciunt nihil omnino ad fc pcrtincrc ; 
Teront arbores ^uae alteri feciilo prolint. Cic, d( S^neSt, 

flower 
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MZK'iiL.fi^^^^ there(^ fallethy and the grace of the fajhion 
X. thereof perijketh ; fo alfo Jhall the rich man fade in his 

•"^ ways. All the comfort, we fee by the Apoflle's dif- 

courfe, and the convenience, all the grace and orna- 
ment that riches are fuppofed to yields will certainly 
wither and decay, either before, .or with us ; whenever 
the fun '(that is, either fome extreme mifchance in 
life, or the certain deftiny of death) doth arife, and 
make impreffion on them. But our Saviour hath beft 
fet out the nature and condition of thefe things, in 

Lukexii. that parable concerning the man, who having had a 

*®' plentiful crop of com, and having projefted for the 

difpofal of it, refolv«l then to kle/s himfelf and enter- 
tain his mind with pleaiing difcourfes, that having 
in teadinefs and fecurity fo copious accommoda- 
tions, he might now enjoy himfelf with full latisfac- 
tion and delight ; not conlidering, that, though his 
barns were full, his life was not fure ; that God's 
pleafure might foon interrupt his paftime ; that the 
fearful fentence might prefently be pronounced ; Thou 
fool^ this night thy life Jhall he required of thee ; ani 
ivhat thou ha^ prepared^ to whom Jhall it fall ? Euri- 
pides calls riches (piXo^\)x^v 'xyi\\kOL^ a thing which much 
endears life, or makes men gready love it ; but they 

fin fr«/. do not enable at all to keep it : there is no olvTclxxayiAO' 
tJ?^ 4^%??^ no price, or rarjbm equivalent to life : all 
ihat a man hathy he would give to redeem it ; but it is 
a purchafe too dear for all the riches in the world to 

pfaLxiix, compafs. So the Pfalmift tells us ; They that trufi in 

^' ^' '• their wealthy and hoajt themjelves in the multitude of 
their riches^ none of them can by any means redeem his 
brother J nor give to God a ranfomfor him ; for the re- 
demption of their foul is precious. They cannot redeem 
their brother's foul or life, nor therefore their own ; 
for all fouls are of the fame value, all gready furpafe 
the price of gold and filver. Life was not given us 

Luicc xiu for perpetuity, but lent, or depofited with us ; and 
without delay or evafion it muft be religned into the 
hand of its juft owner, when he Ihall pleafe to de- 
mand 
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mand it ; and although righteoufnefs may, yet riches s e r m. * 
(as the wife man tells us) cannot deliver from deaths x. 
nor at all profit us in the day of wrath. Could we pro- Pr0v.xi.4r 
bably retain our pofleffions for ever in our hands ; 
nay, could we certainly forefee fome conliderable ^ 
long definite time, in which we might enjoy our 
ftores, it were perhaps fomewhat excufable to fcrape 
and hoard, it might look like rational providence, it 
might yield fomc valuable fatisfadlion : but fince, 
Rape^ conger e^ aufer^ pojjide^ ftatim relinquendum efi ; 
fince, as Solomon tells us, Biches are not for ^t;^r, Prov. xxvii. 
nor doth the crown endure 'to every generation ; yea, *^* . 
fince they muft be left very foon, nor is there any 
certainty of keeping them any time ; that one day 
may confume them, one night may difpoflefs us of 
them and our life together with them, there can be 
no reafon why we Ihould be folicitous about them \ 
no account given of our fetting fo high a rate upon 
them. For who would much regard the having 
cuftody of a rich treafure for a day or two, then to 
. be. ftripped of all, and left bare ? to be to-day 
invefted in large domains, and to-morrow to be 
difpofleffed of them ? No man furely would be fo 
fond, as much to afFedl the condition. Yet this isscn.Ep.9i. 
Our cafe ; whatever we call ours, we are but guar- . 
dians thereof for a few days. This confideratfon 
therefore may ferve to reprefs or moderate in us 
all covetous defires, proud conceits, vain confidences 
and fatisfadions in refpecft to worldly wealth ; to 
induce us (in* Job's language) 7iot to make gold our JohzTxh 
hope, nor to fay to the fine gotdy Thou art my confidence^ *^' 
not to rejoice hecaufe our wealth is great, and hecaufe our 
hind hath gotten much \ to extirpate from our hearts 
that root of all evil, the love of money. For if, as 
the Preacher thought, the greateft pleafure or benefit 
accming from them, is but looking upon them for a 
while, [what good, faith he, is there to the owners Kcciv,ii. 
thereof, faving the beholding of them with their eyes ?) 
if a litde will, nay muft fuffioc our natural appetites, 
VOL. I. p • and 
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SBRM.and our prefent ntceffities; if more than needs is 
X. but (as the Scripture teaches us) a trouble difquictmg 
Ecci.v. ii.^^ur minds with care ; a dangerous Jhare, drawing us 
1 Tim. vi. into mifchief and forrow ; if this, I fay, be their prc- 
simpiici f<^nt quality ; and were it better yet, could it laft for 
curacon- any Certain, or any long continuance; is it not cvi- 
farUj'in de- dently better to eigoy that pittance God hath al- 
ntm ^scn '^^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^^ contentation of mind ; br if 
Ep. 90. we want a neceffary fupply, to employ only a mo- 
5?*"-T?; derate dilicente in getting thercot by the faircft 
i Tim. vi. means, which, with God s bleffing promued thereto, 
pfai.lv ai.^^^^ never fail to procure a competence, and wiA 
Amosil 7!this to reft content; than with tiiofe in Amos, to 
Hab. ii. 6. ^^^^ ^^^^ ^^^ duji'of the earth ; io lade ourf elves with 
thick clay ; to thirft infatiably aftar floods of goW, 
to heap up mountains of treafurc, to extend lanmea- 
ifa.v. 8. furably our poflefl^>ns, (joining houfe to hotkey and 
laying field to fields till there he no place , that we may 
he placed alone in the midft of the earth ; as the Pro- 
phet Ifaiah doth excellently defcribc the covetous 
man's humour ;) than, I fay, thus inceflkntly lab toil 
for the maintenance of this frail body, this ffittiug 
breath of ours? If divine bounty hath freely im- 
parted a plentiful eftate upon us, we fliould iridced 
Lukcxvi. blefs God for it ; making ourfelves friends thereby, as 
^' our Saviour advifes us, employing it to God's praifc 

and fervice ;. to the relief and comfoit of our bre- 
thren that need : but to feek it earneftly, to fct our 
heart upon it, to rely thereon, to be greatly pleafcd 
or elevated in mind thereby, as it argues mucn infi- 
delity and profanenefs of heart, fo it fignifics much 
inconfideratenefs and folly, the ignorance erf its na* 
ture, the forgetfulnefe of our own condition, opoa 
the grounds difcourfed upon. 

3. Now in the next place ; for pkafure, that gieat 
witch, which fo enchants the world, and which by 
its mifchievous baits fo allures mankind into fin ^ 
mifery ; akhough this confideration be not ikc^ 
ther neceflkry toxirlparage it^ (its own tiatuve Jiifiicu^ 

to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



The Confideration of our latter End, 2 1 x 

to that ; for it is more tranfitory than the Ihorteft s e K m. 
life, it dies in the very enjoyment,) yet it may con- x. 
ducc to our wife and good praAice in refpeft there- 
to, by tempering the fweetnefs thereof, yea fouring 
its relifh to us ; minding us of its infumciency and 
unfcrviceablenefs to the felicity of a mortal creature ; 
yea, its extremely dangerous confequences to a foul 
that muft furvive the Ihort enjoyment thereof. Some 
perfons indeed, ignorant or incredulous of a future 
ftate ; prefiuning of no fenfe remaining after death, 
nor regarding any account to be rendered of this 
life's a<5lions, have encouraged themfelves and others 
in the free enjoyment of prefent fenfualities, upon 
die fcore of our life's Ihortnefs and uncertainty ; in* 
culcating fuch maxims as thefe : 

Brevis eft hiefru£his homulUs ; Lucrct. iii. 

— — foft mortem nulla voluntas; ^*^' 

Let us eat and drinky for to-morrow wejhall die ; be- ' ^'' ^^ 
caufe our life is Ihort, let us make the moft ad van- ^** 
tageous ufe thereof we can s ; becaufe death is uncer- 
tain, let us prevent its furprifal, and be befcH'ehand 
with it, enjoying fomewhat, before it {hatches all from 
us. THie author of Wifdom obferveth, and thus 
reprefents thefe men's difcourfe : Our life isjhort ands^^. w. i. 
tedious ; and in the death of a man there is no remedy : 
nether was there any man kn&ivn to have returned from 
the grave, — Come on therefore, let us enjoy the good 
things that are frefent ; let usfpeedily vfe the creatures 
Uk€ as in youth ; let us ftll ourf elves with coftly wine 
and ointment s\ and let no flower of thefpring pafs iy us ; 
lit us crown mirfelves with r of e buds brfore they be 
withered ; let none of us go without Us fart of volup^ 
twrn/ne/s-^or this is our portion, and our lot is thts. 
Thus, and no wonder, have fome men, conceiving 
themfelves beafts^ refolved to live as fuch ; renounc- 
ing all fober care becoming mm^ suid drowning their 

• 

9 Qtt^m ion dienim cunque dalnt, hicro 

Appone^ nee dulcet amores 

Speme puer, kc. &rat, iib. i. od^ 9. 

F 2 reafoft 
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s E R M. reafon in brutifti fenfualities ; yet no queftion, the 
X. very fame reflexion, that this life would foon pafs 

■"^^ away, and that death might fpeedily attack thcmy 

did not a little quafh their mirth, and damp their 
pleafure. To think, that this perhaps might be the 
laft banquet they fliould tafte of; that they Ihould 
themfelves fhortly become the feaft of worms and 
ferpents, could not but fomewhat fpoil the guft of 
their higheft delicacies, and difturb the fport of their 

Job XX. 14. loudeft jovialties ; but, in Job's expreffion, make the 
meat in their bowels to turn^ and he as the gall of qfps 
within them. Thofe cuftomary enjoyments did io 
enamour them of fenfual delight, that they could not 
without pungent regret imagine a neceffity of foon 
for ever parting with them ; and fo their very plea- 
fure was by this thought made diftafteful and em- 

Eccius. xu. bittered to them. So did the wife man obferve : 
deaths how bitter is the remembrance of thee to a man 
that liveth at reji in his pojfejponsj unto the man that 
hath nothing to vex him, and that hath frofperity in all 
things : yea^ adds he, unto him thai is yet able to re- 
ceive meat ! And how bitter then muft the remem- 
brance thereof be to him, who walloweth in all kind 
of corporal fatisfadlion and delight ; that placeth all 
•his happinefs in fenfual enjoyment ? However, as to 
us, who are better inftrudled and afFefted ; who 
know and believe a future ftate ; the confideration, 
that the time of enjoying thefe delights will foon be 

Eccicf. vii. over ; that this world's jollity is but hke the crackling 

^* of thorns under a pot^ (which yields a brifk found, ana 

a cheerful blaze, but heats little, and inceflantly 
paffea away ;) that they leave no good fruits behind 
them, but do only corrupt and enervate our minds ; 
war againft, and hurt our fouls ; tempt us to fin, 
and involve us in guilt ; that therefore Solomoix was 

Eccief.ii.a.furely in the right, when he faid oi laughter ^ that//w 
nmd ; and of mirth, what*doeth it f (that is, that the 
higheft of thefe delights are very irrational imperti- 
nences ;) and of intemperance, that, at the laft, i^ 

Hieth 
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hiteth like aferfent^ and Jiingeth like an adder ; with s e R M. 

us, I fay, who refleft thus, that (7rfo<rx«ifoj ocixoc^riocg x. 

aVoAauo-j?) enjoyment of Jinful fleajure for a feafon can-Prov. xxiu. 

not obtain much efteem and love ; but will rather, 13^. 

hope, be defpifed and abhorred by us. I will add "^^•*^'*^' 

only, 
4. Concerning fecular wifdom and 'knowledge ^^ ; 

the which men do alfo commonly with great earneft- 

nefs and ambition feek after, as the moll fpecious 
ornament, and pure content of their mind ; this 
confideration doth alfo detedl the juft value thereof; 
fo as to allay intemperate ardour toward it, prid6 
and conceitednefs upon the having or feeming to 
have it, envy and emulation about it. For imagine, 
jf you pleafe, a man accomplifhed with all varieties 
of learning commendable, able to recount all the fto- 
ries that have been ever written, or the deeds adled, 
fince the world's beginning ; to underftand, or with 
the moft delightful fluency and elegancy to fpeak all 
the languages, that have at any time been in ufe 
among the fons of men ; fkilful in twilling and un- 
twifting all kinds of fubtilties ; verfed in all forts of 
natural experiments, and ready to aflign plaulible 
conjectures about the caufes of them ; ftudied in all 
books whatever, and in all monuments of antiquity \ 
deeply knowing in all the myfteries of art, or fci^ 
ence, or policy, fuch as have ever been devifed by 
human wit, or ftudy, or obfervation; yet all this, 
fuch is the pity, h^ muft be forced prefently to 
abandon ; all the ufe he could make of all his no- 
tions, the pleafure he might find in them, the repu- 
tation accruing to him from them muft at that fatal 
minute vanilh ; his breath goeth forth,, he returneth to Pf. cxivi. 4. 
hs earth, in that very day his thoughts perijh. There /^Ecci.ix.io. 
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wifdom in the 
grave, whither he goeth. It isfeen (faith the Pfalmift,Pf-»i'x. 10. 

C«(y, AHft. Etb. X. 7. 

p 3 feen 
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8 B RM.fcen indeed every day, and obferved by all) that wife 
X. men die^ likewtfe the fool and hruttjh per/on per\/heth ; 
Eed.ii. i4»^^^ ^^^^ hapfeneth to them both ; there is no remem- 
^5, ic. irance of the wife more than of the fool for ever; (both 
die alike, both alike are forgotten;) as the wifeft man 
himfelf did (not without fome diftafte) obferve and 
complain. All our fubtile conceits and nice criti- 
cifms ; all our fine inventions and goodly fpeculations 
fliall be fwallowed up either in the utter, darknefs, or 
in the clearer light of the fiiture ftate. One potion 
of that Lethean cup (which we muft all take down 
pf.izx3cyiii.upon our entrance into that land of forgetfulnefs) will 
"• probably drown the memory, deface the fliape of all 

thofe ideas, with which we have here ftuiFed our 
minds * i however they are not like to be of ufe to 
us in that new, fo different, ftate ; where hone of 
our languages are fpoken ; none of our experience 
will fuit ; where all things have quite anotner &ce 
unknown, unthought of by us ; where Ariftode 
and Varro fhall appear mere idiots ; Demofthencs 
and Cicero fhall become very infants ; the wifeft and 
cloquenteft Greeks will prove fenfelefs and dumb 
barbarians ; where all our authors Ihall have no au- 
thority ; where we muft all go frelh to fchool again ; 
muft unlearn, perhaps, what in thefe mifty regions 
we thought ourfelves beft to know; and b^in to 
learn, what we not once ever dreamed of. Doth 
therefore, I pray you, fo tranfitory and fruidefs a good 
(for itfelf I mean and excepting our duty to God, or 
the reafonable diligence we are bound to ufe in our 
calling) deferve luch anxious defire, cht fo reftleft 
toil ; fo carefiil attention of mind, or afliduous pain 
of body about it ? doth it become us to contend, or 
emulate fo much about it ? Above all, do we not 
nwft imreafonably, and againft the nature of the 

* Ti» y 'l(T«KpaTtf( hetr^&h iTuntiTrroit, yfipat fnat waf Miri w 
Ha^au «V i» oitf xr»<rofAli«« taXs Ti;^»ai(, %m kitten l^rtmi, CatO Sen. 
apud Plut. pag. 641. Edit. Steph. 

thing 
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thJBjg itfelf we pretend to, (that is, ignpraptly ai^<} s ]^ a ji^., 
fooliflily,) if we are prqud and conceited, n>u(:J> v^ x. 
lue ourfelves or contemn others, in refpecJi thereto \ ■ ■— 
SolcMtnon^ the moft experienced in this matter, and 
beft able to judge thereof, (he that gave his heart to 
feek and fearch out by wifdom concerning all things, 
t}iat had been done under heaven, and this with ex- 
treme fuccefs ; even he) pa0etb the fame fcntence of 
vanity, vexation and unprofitablenefs, upon this, as 
upon ^1 other fubceleftial things. True, he com- 
mends wifdom as an excellent and ufeful thing pom^ 
paratively; exceeding folly ^ Jo far as light exceedefh^cLVuiz. 
darknefs ^ \ but fince light itfelf is not perm^nent^ l^ut 
muft give way to darknefs, the difference fopn va- 
niflied, apd his opiniqn thereof abated ; conii(}ering, 
that as it happened to the fool, fo it happened to 
him, he breaks into that expoftulation : And why 
thm was J more wife ? to what purpofe was fuch a 
diftin64:ion made, that lignifieth in efFetf): fo litde ? 
And indeed the teftimony of this great perfonage may 
ferve fpr a good epilogue to*all this difcourfe, difco- 
vering fufficiently the flender wprth of all earthly 
things : ieeing he, that had given himfelf induf- 
tri,Qufly to experiment the worth of all things herq 
below, to found the depth of their utmoft pe^e<5tioi> 
aqd ufe ; who had ^1 the advantages imaginable p/f 
performing it ; who floyrilhed in the greateft mag- 
niftcences of worldly pomp and power ; who enjoyed 
an incredible aifiuence 01 all riches ; who tailed al} 
varieties of ipoft exquifite pleafure ; whofe heart was 
(by ,€rqd's fpecial gift, and by his own induflrioi^ 
care) enlarged with all kind of knowledge (fumiihed 
with notions many as the fand upon the fea Jhore) « Kings iv. 
above all that were before him ; wl^o h^ ppffeff^fi *^' 
Wd enjoyed all that fancy covild conceive, pr he^t 
cpuld wifli, and h^ arrived to t^ top of fecular hap- 
pjinels; yet even he with pathetical reiteration pro- 
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s E R M, nounces all to be vanity and' vexation offprit : altoge* 
X. ther unprofitable and unfatisfadlory to the mind of 

" man. And fo therefore we may juftly conclude 

them to be ; fo finifhing the firft gfand advantage 
this prefent confideration afFordeth us in order to 
that wifdom, to which we fhould apply our hearts. 

I fhould proceed to gather other good fruits, 
Which it is apt to produce, and contribute to the 
fame purpofe ; but fince my thoughts have taken fo 
large fcope upon that former head, fo that I have 
already tod much, I fear, exercifed your patience, I 
fhall only mention the refl. As this confideration 
doth, as we have feen, Firft, difpofe us rightly to 
value thefe temporal goods, and moderate our af- 
fections about them ; fo it doth. Secondly, in like 
manner, conduce to the right eftimation of temporal 
evils ; and thereby to the well tempering our paf- 
fions in the refentment of them ; to the begetting of 
patience and contentednefs in our minds. Alfo, 
Thirdly, it may help us to value, and excite us to 
regard thofe things, good or evil, which relate to 
our future fl:ate ; being the things only of a perma- 
nent nature, and of an everlafting confequence to us. 
Fourthly, it will engage us to hufband carefully 
and well employ this Ihort time of our prefent life t 
not to defer or procraftinate our endeavours to live 
well ; not to be lazy and loitering in the difpatch of 
our only confiderable bufinefs, relating to eternity; 
to embrace all opportunities, and improve all means, 
and follow the b)eft compendiums of good praftice lead- 
ing to eternal blifs. Fifthly, it will be apt to con- 
fer much toward the begetting and preferving fince- 
rity in our thoughts, words, and actions ; caufing us 
to decline all oblique defigns upon prefent mean in- 
terefts, or bafe regards t6 the opinions or affections 
of men ; bearihg finglc irefpe6ls to our confcience 
and duty in our actions.; teaching us to fpeak as 
we mean, and be what we would feem ; to be in our 
hearts and in our clofets, what we appear m our out- 
ward 
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ward expreffions and converfations with men. Fofserm. 
coniidering, that within a very Ihort time all the x. 
thoughts of our hearts fhall be difclofed ; and all the 
adUons of our lives expofed to public view, (being 
ftricftly to be examined at the great bar of divine 
judgment before angels and men,) we cannot but 
perceive it to be the greateft folly in the world, for 
this flioit prefent time to difguife ourfelves ; to 
conceal our intentions, or fmother our anions. 
What hath occurred (upon thefe important fubjefts) 
to my meditation, I muft at prefent, in regard to 
your patience, omit. I ihall clofe all with that good 
Colha of our Church. 

Almighty God, give us grace that we may cajt away 
the works ofdarknefs, and put upon us the armour 
of light, now in the time of this mortal life, in which 
thy Son J ejus Chrift came to vifit us in great humi- ' 
lity \ that in the laflday, when he fhall come again 
in his glorious majefty to judge both the quick and 
the dead^ we may rife to the life immortal, through 
him who liveth and reigneth with thee and the 
Holy Ghoft, now and ever. Amen. 
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SERMON XI. 

On the Conlideration of our latter End. 



PSAL. XC. 12. 



So teach us to number our days^ that we may apply our 
hearts unto wifdom. 

IN difcourfin^ formerly upon thefe words, (ex-sERM. 
pounded according to the moft common and pafl*- xi. 
able interpretation,) that which I chiefly obferv-jobxiv.14. 
ed was this: That the ferious conlideration of xhQAUthedaji 
Ihortnefs and frailty of our life is a fit mean or T^L-foiSted^tme 
tional inflrument fubfervient to the bringing our^^'^waiV, 
hearts to wifdom ; that is, to the making us difcern, cL^ 
attend unto, embrace, and profecute fuch things, as«^* 
according to the didlate^ of right reafon are truly befl 
for us. 

I. The truth of which obfervation I largely de- 
clared from hence, that the faid conlideration dif- 
pofeth us to judge riglitly about thofe goods, (which 
ordinarily court and tempt us, viz. worUly ^ory and 
honour; riches, pleafure, knowledge ; to which I 
mij^ht have added wit, ffa-ength, and beauty,) what 
their juft worth and value is 5 and confequently to 
moderate our affcAions, our cares, our endeavours 
about them ; for that if all thofe goods be uncertain 
aad tranfitory, diere can be no great reafon to prize 

them 
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sERM.them much, or to afFeft them vehbmently, or to 

XI. fpend much care and pains about them. 
' 2. I ihall next in the fame fcales weigh our tem- 

poral evils ; and fay, that alfo. The confideration of 
our lives' brevity and frailty doth avail to the paiffing 
a true judgment of, and confequendy to the govern- 
ing our . paflions, and ordering our behaviour in re- 
fpecft to all thofe temporal evils, which either accord- 
ing to the law of our nature, or the fortuitous courfe 
of things, or the particular difpenfation of Providence 
do befal us. Upon the declaration of which point I 
need not infill much, fince what was before difcourfed 
concerning the oppofite goods doth plainly enough 
infer it ; more immediately indeed in regard to the 
mala damni, or privationis^ (the evils which confift only 
in the want, or lofs of temporal goods,) but fuffident- 
ly alfo by a manifeft parity of reafon in refpedl to the 
mala fenfus, the real pains, croffes, and inconveni- 
ences that aflail us in this life. For if worldly glory 
do hence appear to be no more than a tranlient blaze, 
a fading fliew, a hollow found, a piece of theatrical 
pageantry^ the want thereof cannot be very confider- 
able to us. Obfcurity of condition (living in a valley 
beneath that dangerous height, and deceitful luftre) 
cannot in reafon be deemed a very fad or pitifiil 
thing, which fliould difpleafe or dilcompofe us : if 
we piay thence learn that abundant wealth is rather a 
needlefs clog, or a perilous fnare, than any great con- 
venience to us, we cannot well efteem to be poor a 
great infelicity, or tp undergo loflTes a grievous cala- 
mity ; but rather a benefit to be free firom the dif- 
tradlions that attend it; to have little to keep for 
Others, litde to care for ourfelves. If thefe prefent 
pleafures be difcerned hence to be only wild fugitive 
dreams ; out of which being foon roufed we fhall 
only^ find bitter regrets to abide ; why fhould not the 
wanting opportunities of enjoying them be rather 
accounted a happy advantage, than any part of mifeiy 
to us ? If it feem, that the greateft perfedlion of curious 

knowledge, 
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knowledge, (of what ufe or ornament foever,) after it s e r m. 
is hardly purchafed, muft foon be parted with ; to be xi. 
fimple or ignorant will be no great matter of lamen- 
tation : as thofe will appear no folid goods, fo thefe 
confequently muft be only umbra malorum^ phantafms, 
or fhadows of evil, rather than triliy or fubftantially 
fo; (evils created by fancy, and fublifting thereby; 
which reafon fhould, and time will furely remove ;) 
that in being impatient or difconfolate for them, we 
are but like children, that fret and wail for the want 
of petty toys. And for the more real or pofitivescn.Ep.89. 
evils fuch as violently affault nature, whofe impref- 
fions no reafon can fo withftand, as to extinguish all 
diftafbe or afflidtive fenfe of them ; yet this confidera- 
tion will aid to abate and afluage them ; ' affording 
a certain hope and profpedl of approachirtg redrefs. 
It is often feen at fea, that meji (from urjacquaint- 
ance with fuch agitations, or from brackilh fleams 
arifing from the fait water) are heartily fick, aiid difco- 
ver themfelves to be fo by apparently grievous fymp- 
toms ; yet no man hardly there dom mind or pity 
them, becaufe the malady is not fuppofed dangerous, 
and within a while will probably of itfelf pafs over ; 
or that however the remedy is not far off; the fight 
of land, a tafte of the frefh air will relieve them: it 
is near our cafe : we paffing over this troublefome fea 
of life ; from unexperience, joined with the tencjernefs 
of our conftitution, we cannot well endure the changes 
and croflTes of fortune ; to be tofled up and down ; 
to fuck in the Iharp vapours of penury, difgrace, fick- 
nefs, and the like, doth beget a qualm in our fto- 
machs ; make us naufeate all things, and appear forely 
diftempered ; yet is not our condition fo difmal as it 
feems ; we may grow hardier, and wear out our fenfe 
of affliction : however, the land is not far off^ and by 
difembarking hence we fhall fuddenly be difcharged 
of all our moleftations ^ It is a common folace of 

* ©a^i»' flrovH yup uH^ot tfx i^n xf^^o'* -Mfchyl, apud Plutarch. 
4c Aud. Poet, fub fincm. ' 

t; 
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s E R M.ffricf, approved by wife men, Ji gravis y bre^is eft ; Ji 
XI. tongusy levis ; if it be verj^ grievous and acute it cannot 
continue long, without intermiffion of refpite ; if it 
abide long, it is fupportable ; intolerable pain is like 
liffhtning, it deftroys us, or is itfelf inftantly deftroy- 
ed. However, dfeath at length (which never is far 
off) will free us ; be we never fo much toflfed with 
ftorms of misfortune, that is a fure haven > be we 
perfccuted with never fo many enemies, that is a fafe 
reftigc; let what pains or difeafes foever infeft us, 
that is an affured anodynon, and infallible remedy 
for them all ; however we be wearied with the la- 
bours of the day, the night will come and eafe us ; 
the grave will become a bed of rrfk unto us. ^ ShaJJ 
I die? I (hall then ceafe to be fick; I fliall be 
exempted from difgrace ; I fhall be enlarged from 
|mfon ; I Ihall be no more pinched with want ; no 
more tormented with pain. Death is a winter, that 
as it withers the rofe and lily, fo it kills the net- 
tle and thiftle ; as it ftifles all worldly joy and plea- 
fure, fo it fupprefles all care and grief ; as it huflies 
the voice of mirth and melody, fo it ftills the cla- 
mours and the fighs of mifery ; as it defaces all the 
world's glory, fo it covers all difgrace, wipes off all 
tears, nlences all complaint, buries all difquiet aijd 
difcontent. King Philip of Macedon once threaten- 
ed the Spartans to vex tnem forely, and bring them 
into great ftraits ; but, anfwered they, can he hm- 
derm from dying^f that indeed is a way of evading 

To f*^ afof^ot i^iyu* to ^ X^opl^or fo^op. Ant, VII. Sc6t. 

SJ. 

i^num dolorU mtcntio invenit finem : nemo potcft valdc ddo* 
et diu : fie nos amantiffima npdri natura difpoTuit, ut doloi^ejn ant 
tolerabileip, aut brevem faceret. Sen, Ep. 74. 

* Dolore perculii mortem imploramus, eamque unam, ut mifcn- 
Mmm tnalorumque terminYim^ exoptamus. Cic, Confolat. 

Moriar ? :hoc dioie ; deiiaam eegrotare poflc» See, Sul £p« M' 

Ettpeit vlttm nemo Aon l^imini poteft ; at nemo mortem. ^' 

which 
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which no enemy can oWlrucft, no tyrant can dcbarsERM. 
men from ; they who can, deprive of life^ and it§ con- xi. 
vcniences, cannot take away death from them. Theite 
is a place, Job tells us, where the kicked ceafe fromioh \\u 17. 
troming, and where the weary be at refi : where the 
pri/oners re/i together \ they hear not the voice of the op^ 
prejfor : thefnall and great are there ; and theferuant 
is free from his mafier. It 13 therefore but holding 
out a while, and a deliverance from the woiA this 
wcMrld can moleft us with Ihall of its own accord 
arrive unto us ; in the mean time it is better that 
we at prefent ow^ the benefit of our comfort to 
rerfon, than afterward to time°; by rational con- 
fideration to work patience and contentment in 
ourfelves ; and to ufe tl^ fliortncfs of our life as 
an argument to fuflain us in our afiiidtion, than 
to find the end thereof only a natural and neceC- 
iary means of our refcue from it. The oontempla>. 
tion of this cannot feil to yield fomething of cou- 
rage and folace to us in the greateft preffures ; the£b 
tTftnfient and ftiort-lived evUs, if we confidcr thcia 
as fo, cannot appear (udi horrid bugbears, as much 
to affiight or difmay us ; if we remember how fliort 
they are, we cannot efteem them fo great, or fo into*- 
lerableP. There be, I muft confeft^ divers hiore noble 
confiderationa, proper and available to cure difcon- 
tent and impatience. The confidering, that ail thefc 
evils jMToceed from God's ju& will, and wife prdvi*- 
dence; unto which it is fit, and we upon all zc^ 
counts are obliged readily to fubmit ; thiat they dd 
ordinarily come from God's goodnefe, and gracious 
defign toward us ; that they are medicines (although 
ungrateful, yet wholefome) adftiiniftered by the Ir- 
vine Wifd^m to prevent, remove, or abate our dif* 
tenors of foul, (to allay the tumors i^ipride, to cool 

-^M p. 195. 

^ Omnia brevia tplerabilia efle debent> etianifi m^a fint. Cap. 
lifcKidfin. 

the 
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s E R M. the fevers of intemperate defire, to roufe us from the 
XI. lethargy of floth, to ftop the gangrene of bad con- 
fcience;) that they are fatherly corre<ftions, intended 
to reclaim us from fin, and excite us to duiy ; that 
they ferve as inftruments or occafions to exercife, to 
try, to refine our virtue ; to beget in us the hope, to 
qualify us for the reception of better rewards : fuch 
difcourfes indeed are of a better nature, and have a 
more excellent kind of efficacy ; yet no fit help, no 
good art, no juft weapon is to be quite neglected in 
the combat againft our fpiritual foes. A pebble- 
flone hath been fometimes found more convenient 
than a fword or a fpear to flay a giant. Bafer reme- 
dies (by reafon of the patient's conflitution, or cir- 
cumftances) do fometime produce good efiedt, when 
others- in their own nature more rich and potent 
want efiicacy. And furely frequent refleftions upon 
our mortality, and living under th|e,fenfe of our lives' 
frailty, cannot but conduce fomewhat to the beget- 
ting in us an indifferency of mind toward all thefe 
temporal occurrents ; to extenuate both the goods 
and the evils we here meet with ; confequently 
therefore to compofe and calm our paffions about 
them. 

3. But I proceed to another ufe of that confider- 
ation we fpeak of emergent from the former, butfo 
as to improve it to higher purpofes. For lince it is 
ufeful to the diminifning our admiration of thefe 
worldly^ things, to the withdrawing our afFeftions from 
them, to the flackening our endeavours about them ; 
it will follow that it mull conduce alfo to beget an 
efleem, a defire, a profecution of things conducing to 
our future welfare ; both by removing the obftacles 
of doing fo, and by engaging us to confider the im- 
portance of thofe things in comparifon with thefe. 
By removing obfl:acles, I fay ; for while our hearts 
are poffefled with regard and paflion toward thefe 
prefent things, there can be no room left in them iot 
refpe<5l and affed'lion toward things future. It is in 

our 
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our foul as in the reft of nature ; there can be no s £ & h. 
penetration of objefts, as it were, in our hearts, nor xi. 

any vacuity in them ; our mind no more than our 

body can be in feveral places, or tend feveral ways, or 
abide in perfeA reft ; yet fomewhere it will always 
be ; fomewhither it will always go ; fomewhat it will 
ever be doing. If we have a treqfure here, (fomewhat Matt.vi. 21. 
we gready like and much confide in,) our hearts will 
he here with it ; and if here, they cannot be other* 
wliere ; they will be taken up ; they will reft fatisfied ; 
they ynil not care to feek farther. If we afiedl world- 
ly glory^ and delight io the applaufe of men, we fhall 
not be fo careftd to pleafe Grod, and feek his favour. 
If we admire and repofe confidence in riches, it will John v. 44. 
make us neglectful of God, and diftruftfiil of his pro-*^** ^^' 
vidence : if our mind thirfts after, and fucks in gree-Mat.vi,a4. 
dily fenfual pleafures, we Ihall not relifti fpiritual de- 
lights, attending the praftice of virtue and piety, orRoiii,viii.f, 
arifing from good confcience : adhering to, attending 
upon matters of fo different, fo oppofite a quality is 
inconfiftent; they cannot abide peaceably together, 
they oannot both rule in our narrow breafts ; we Ihall 
love and hold to the one, hate and defpife the other. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not i John ii. 
in him ; the love of the world, as the prefent gueft, ^^* 
fo occupies and fills the room, that it will not ad- 
mit, cannot hold the love of God. But when the 
heart is difcharged and emptied of thefe things ; 
when we begin to defpife them as bafe and vain ; to 
diftafte them as. infipid and unfavoury ; then natu- 
rally will fucceed a defire after other things promif- 
ing a more folid content ; and defire will breed en- 
deavour ; and endeavour (furthered by God*s afllft- 
ance always ready to back it) will yield fuch a glimpfe 
smd tafte of things, as will fo comfort and fatisfy 
our minds, that thereby they will be drawn and 
engaged into a more earneft profecution of them. 
When, I fay, driving on ambitious projeAs, heap- 
ing up wealthy providing for the flefh, (by refledling 
voi.» I. a M 
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s E R M. on the Ihortncfs and frailty of our life,) become fo in- 
XI. lipid to us, that we find little appetite to them, or 
relifh in them ; our reftlefs minds will begin to hun- 
ger and thirft after righteoufnefs, defiring fome fatif- 
Luke 3tv. faftion thence : difcerning thefe fecular and carnal 
*^' fruitions to be mere hulks, (the proper food of fwine,) 

we Ihall bethink ourfelves of that better nourifliment 
(of rational or fpiritual comfort) which our Father s 
houfe doth afford to his children and fervants. Being 
fomewhat difentangled from the cafe of our ferms 
and our trafficks ; from yoking our oxen, and being 
married to our prefent delights ; we may be at lei- 
fure, and in difpolition to comply with divine invi- 
Matt.xxU. tations to entertainment fpiritual. Experiencing 
^' that our trade about thefe petty commodities turns 

to fmall account, and that in the end we Ihall be no- 
thing richer thereby ; reafon will induce us, with the 
Matt. xiii. merchant in the Gofpel, to fell all that we have (to 
^^* forego our prefent interefts and deligns) for the pur- 

chafing that rich pearl of God's kingdom, which will 
yield fo exceeding profit ; the gain of prefent com- 
fort to our confcience, and eternal happinefs to our 
fouls. In fine, when we confider ferioufly, that we 
Hcb. xiii. have here no ahiding city, but are only fojourners and 
iPct.ii.ii./^^^^^^^ w/>o« earth ; that all our care and pains here 
do regard only an uncertain and tranfitory fete ; and 
will therefore fuddenly as to all fruit ahd benefit be 
loft unto us ; this will fuggefl: unto us, with the good 
Hcb. xi. 1 6. patriarchs, tc^sitIovo; opiyea-^oci fta^r^lSoq, to long after a 
better country ; a more alFured and lafl:ing ftate of life ; 
where we may enjoy fome certain and durable repofe ; 
to tend homeward, in our defire and hopes, toward 
thofe eternal manfions of joy and reft prepared for 
/ God's faithful fervants in heaven. Thus will this 
confideration help toward the brin^g us to inquire 
after and regard the things concerning our fiiturc 
ftate ; and in the refult will engage us to compare 
them with thefe prefent things, as to our concern- 
ment in them and the confequence of them to our 

advantage 
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advantage or damage, whence a right judgments erm. 
and a congruous practice will naturally follow, xi. 
There be four ways of comparing the things relating 
to this prefent life with thofe which refpeS our fu- 
ture ftate : comparing the goods of this with the 
goods of that ; the evils of this with the evils of that; 
the goods of this with the evils of that ; the evils of 
this with the goods of that. All thefe comparifons 
we may find often made in Scripture ; in order to 
the informing our judgment about the refpe<ftive va- 
lue of both forts ; the prefent confideration interven- 
ing, as a ftandard to meafure and try them by. 

Firfl, then ; comparing the prefent goods with 
thofe which concern our fiiture ftate, fince the tran- 
fitorinefs and uncertainty of temporal goods detradl 
from their worth, and render them in great degree 
contemptible; but the durability and certainty of 
fpiritual goods doth increafe their rate, and make 
them exceedingly valuable ; it is evident hence, that 
fpiritual goods are infinitely to be preferred in our 
opinion, to be more willingly embraced, to be more 
zealoufly purfued, than temporal goods ; that, in cafe 
of competition, when both cannot be enjoyed, we 
are in reafon obliged readily to part with all thefe, 
rather than to forfeit our title unto, or hazard our 
hope of thofe. Thus in the Scripture it is often dif- 
courfed : The worlds faith St. John, fajfeth away^ andi John iu 
the dejire thereof \ hut he that doeth the will of God^^^' 
abidethfor ever. The world, and all that is defirable 
therein, is tranfient; but obedience to Gkxl's com- 
mandments is of an everlafting confequence ; whence 
he infers, that we ihould not love the world ; that is, 
not entertain fuch an affecftion thereto, as may any 
way prejudice the love of God, or hinder the obedi- 
ence fpringing thence, or fuitable thereto. 

Allfiejh is grafsy faith St. Peter, and all the glory ofi Pet.«- a4- 

man as the flower of the grafs \ the grafs wither eth^ and 

the flower thereof falletn away ; put the word of the 

^d endurethfor ever : all worldly ^ory is frail and 

a 2 fading, 
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8 BRM. fading, but the word of God is eternally firm and 
XI. permanent ; that is, the good things by God pro- 
^ mifcd to them, who faithfiilly ferve him, Ihall intalli- 
bly be conferred on them to their everlafting bene- 
fit ; whence it follows, that, as he exhorts, we arc 
bound to gird up the loins of our mind, to be fobcr, 
I Pw. i, 1 3. and hope to the end ; to proceed and perfift con- 
ftantly m faithful obedience to God. Charge thofe, 
I Tim. Ti. faith St. Paul, who are rich in this worlds that they 
17—19- ^^ ^Qf high-minded J nor trufi in uncertain riches y hut in 
the living God; that they do good^ he rich in good works, 
ready to diftrihute, willing to communicate ; treafurmg 
up for themfelves a good foundation for the future; thai 
they may attain everlafting life. Since, argues he, pre- 
fent riches are of uncertam and fhort continuance; but 
£aith and obedience to God, exercifed in our charity 
and mercy toward men, are a certain flock improv- 
able to our eternal intereft ; therefore be not proud 
of, nor rely upon thofe, but regard efpecially, and 
employ yourfelves upon thefe. Our Saviour himfelf 
dotn often infif): upon and inculcate this comparifon: 
Matt. vi. Treafure not unto yourfelves treafures upon earthy wherB 
^9* »o« fnoth and rufl doth corrupt, and where' thieves hreah 
through and fteal; hut treafure up to yourfelves trea^* 
fures in heaven, where moth and ruft doth not corrupt, 
Matt. Ti. and where thieves do not hreak through andfteal, Vo 
*^' not take care for your foul, what ye jhall eat, and what 

yefhall drink ; nor for your hody, what ye fhall put on\ 
John Ti. but feekfirft the kingdom of God. Labour not for th$ 
*^' food that perifhethy tut for the food that ahideth to eter- 

nal life \ felly ourfiihjiancey and give alms ; provide your^ 
Luke xii. felves hags that wax not old; an indefe£lwle treafure in 
e«r«v(;f ^^^ heavens. Thus doth the holy Scripture, fetting 
ifUxf^trJ*'. forth the uncertainty and tranfitorinefs of the pre- 
fent, the certainty and permanency of future goods, 
declare the excellency of thefe above thofe ; advififlg 
thereupon, with higheft reafon, that we willingly re- 
jeA thofe (in real efFeft, if ne^wi be, however al- 
ways in ready difpofition of mind) in order to the 

procuriflS 
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procuring or fecuring of thefe. It alfo, for our ex- s e r m. 
ample and encouragement, commends to us the wif- xi. 
dom and virtue of thofe perfons, who have eflfeiftu- 
ally pra<Shfed this duty : of Abraham, our father, Hcb. xi. lo, 
who, in expectation of that well-founded city, made 
and built by God, did readily defert his country and 
kindred, with all prefent accommodations of life: 
of Mofes, who difregarded the fplendours and de-Hcb.xi.»j. 
lights erf a great court; rejeAed the alliance of a 
great princefs, and refiifed to he called the Jon of Pha- 
raoVs daughter J in refpedl to the fAifr^oiiFoiooriaj that 
future difo-ibution of reward ; a Ihare wherein (hall 
affuredly fall to them, who above all other confidera- 
tions regard the performance of their duty to God : 
of the Apoftles, who forfook /ill, parents, brethren. Matt, xix, 
lands, houfes^ trades, receipts of cuftom, to follow ^' ... 
Chrift ; him at prefent poor, and naked of all fecu- as, * '^^"* 
lar honour, power, wealth, and delight ; in hope only 
to receive from him divine benefits, and future pre- 
ferments in his kingdom : of Mary, who neglecting Luke x. 39. 
prefent affairs, and feating herfelf at Jefus's feet, at- 
tending to his difcipline, is commended for her wif- 
dom, in minding the only necejfary thing ; In choofing 
the better party which could never be taken from her : 
of St. Paul, who accounted all his gains (all his worldly Phil. ui. 
bterefls and privileges) to be damage , to be dung in ^» ^* 
refpeS to Chrift^ and the excellent knowledge of him^ 
with the benefits thence accruing to them. On the 
contrary there we have Efau condemned and ftigma- 
tized for a profane and a vain ferfon, who (avr* /txiaj H/eb. xx\. 
|3pw(r£Wf ) for one little eating-bout^ one mefs of pottage, ^^• 
(for a little prefent fatisfeftion of fenfe, or for the 
fuftenance of this frail life,) did withgo his birth- 
right, that emblem of fpiritual bleffings and privi- 
leges. We have again reprefented to us that unhap- Markx.iy* 
py young gentleman ; who, though he had good qua^ 
lities, rendering him amiable even to our Saviour, and 
tad been trained up in the obfervance of God's com- 
niandments, yet not being content to part with his 

a 3 large 
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t BR M.large poffcffions, in lieu of the treafure by Chrift of- 
XI. fered in heaven, was reputed deficient; could find 
no acceptance with God, nor admiffion into his king* 
dom ; for a petty temporal commodity forfeiting an 
infinite eternal advantage. For, faith our Saviour, 
Matt. X. He that loveth father or mother above me ; he that doth 
iiie xiv. ^^^ hate father and mother ^ wife and children^ brothers 
»^- andjifiers^yea his own Ufe^for me and the Go/pel^ is 

19" ** ^^^ worthy ofme^ nor can be my difciple. He that in 
his efteem or afFeftion doth prefer any temf>oral ad- 
vantages before the benefits tendered by our Saviour, 
(yea doth not in comparifon defpife, renounce, and 
rejeft his deareft contents of life, and the very ca- 
pacity of enjoying them, his life itfelf,) doth not de- 
ferve to be reckoned among the difciples of Chrifi: ; 
to be fo much as a pretender to eternal joy, or a can- 
didate of immortality. Our Saviour rejecfts all fuch 
unwife and perverfe traders, who will not exchange 
brittle glafs for folid gold ; counterfeit glittering 
ftones for genuine moft precious jewels ; a garland of 
fading flowers for an incorruptible crown of glory ; 
a fmall temporary penfion for a vaftly rich freehold ; 
X P«. i. 4. an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled, and that 
fadeth not away, referved in the heavens. Thus doth 
the holy Scripture teach us tp compare thefe forts of 
good things ; 

And fecondly, fo alfo doth it to compare the evils 
of^ both ftates ; for that feeing, as the foon ceafing 
of temporal mifchiefs fhould (in reafonable proceed- 
ing) diminifh the fear of them, and mitigate the 
grief for them ; fo the inceflfant continuance of fpi- 
ritual evils doth, according to juft eftimation, render 
them hugely grievous and formidable ; it is plain, 
that we fhould much more diflike, abominate, and 
fhun fpiritual evils, than temporal ; that we fhould 
make no quefJ-ion rather to endure thefe paroxyfms 
of momentary pain, than incur thofe chronical, 
and indeed incurable, maladies ; that we fhould run 
willingly into thefe fhallow plafhes of prefent incon- 
venience, 
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vcmence, rather than plunge ourfelves into thofe lin- s £ r bi. 
fathomable depths of eternal mifery. There is, I xi. 
fuppofe, no man, who would not account it a very" 
great calamity (fuch as hardly greater could befall 
him here) to have his right eye plucked out , and AijMatt.T. 
right handout off, and his foot taken from him ; to be*^' *^"''** 
ddformed and maimed, fo that he can do nothijig, 
or ftir any whither : yet our Lord reprefents thefe 
to us as inconfiderable evils, yea as things very eli^ 
gible and advantageous in comparifon to thofe mif- 
chiefs, which the voluntary not embracing them, in 
cafe we cannot otherwife than by fo doing avoid fin, 
will bring on us: <ru|tx^£^f4 eroi, it is, faith ht, frofta^l^ 
for thee that one of thy members be loji, rqther than that 
thy whole body be caft into hell: xaXov trtii \^\, it is good, 
it is excellent for thee to enter into life lame and 
maimed, and one-eyed, rather than having hvo hands 
and two feet, and two eyes, (in all integrity and beauty 
of this temporal, or corporal ftate,) to be caft into 
eternal f re. To be banifhed from one's native foil, 
fecluded from all comforts of friendly acquaintance, 
divefted irrecoverably of great eftate and dignity; 
becoming a vagrant and a fervant in vile employ- 
ment, in a ftrange country, every man would be apt 
to deem a wretched condition : yet Mofes, we fee, 
freely chofe it, rather than by enjoying unlawful 
pleafures at home, in Pharaoh's court, to incur Hcb.xi. 
God's difpleafure and vengeance : (r\)y%oLY,iiyH<r^on jtAa^-^s* 
>ov fXojiAfvoc, choojing rather to undergo evil together with 

GoaS people, than to have ir^itrnonoov a/tAajrtaj aTroAaucJV, 

a temporary fruition offmful delight, dangerous to the 
welfare of his foul. Death is commonly efteemed 
the moft extreme and terrible of evils incident to 
man ; yet our 'Saviour bids us not to regard or fear 
it, in comparifon of that deadly ruin, which we ad- 
venture on by offending Grod : I fay unto you, my Luke xii.4. 
friends, faith he, (he intended it for the moft friendly^*"* *• 
advice,) he not afraid of them that kill the body 9 and af'^^f^Vf** 
ter that have nothing further to do j but 1 will Jhew you i^H'^Zrh 
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9 B K M. whom yeJhaJl fear ; fear hiniy whoj after he hath killed^ 
XI. hath power to cajl into helly to call both body and foul 

into hell, and deftroy them therein : yea, I fay unto 

youy (fo he inculcates and imprefles it upon them,) 
fear htm. 

But thirdly, confidering the good things of this 
life together with the evils of that which is to come ; 
fince enjoying thefe goods in comparifon with en- 
during thofe evils, is but rejoicing for a moment ifi 
refpeA of mourning to eternity ; if upon the feem- 
ing fweetnefs of thefe enjojrments to our carnal ap- 
petite be confequent a remedilefe diftempering of 
our foul; fo that what taftes like honey proves gall in 
the digeftion, gripes our bowels, gnaws our heart, 
and flings our confcience for ever ; if prefent mirth 
and jollity have a tendency to that dreadful weeping 
and wailing and gnafhing of teeth threatened in the 
Grofpel ; i^ for the praife and favour of a few giddy 
men here, we venture eternal fhame and. confiifion 
before Grod and angels and all good men hereafter; 
if, for attaining or preferving a fmall flock of uncer- 
tain riches in this world, we Ihall reduce ourfelves 
into a flate of mofl uncomfortable nakednefs and 
penury in the other ; it is clear as the fun that we 
are downright fools and madmen, if we do iK)t upon 
thefe accounts rather willingly rejeft all thefe good 
things, than hazard incurring any of thofe evils ; for, 
Mark vui. faith truth itfelf, -What will it profit a man^ if he gain 
Luke u. ^^^ whole world (xal ^tijtAiw9*f twv \yiyy\y) and he en* 
ts- damaged as to his foul ^ or lofe his foul as a mul<5l? It 

is a very difadvantageous bargain, for all the conve- 
niencies this world can afford to be deprived of the 
comforts of our immortal flate. But, 

Laftly, comparing the evils of this life with the 
benefits of the future ; fince the worft tempefts of 
this hfe will be foon blown over, the bitterefl aotks 
mufl expire (if not before, however) with our breath; 
but the good things of the future flate are immuta- 
ble and perpetual ; it is in evident confequence tiioft 

reafonabfe, 
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rcafonable, that we freely, if need be, undertake, s e r ivr. 
and patiently endure thefe for the fake of thofe, that xi, 
in hope of that incorruptible inheritance^ laid up for us 1 Pct. i. ^ 
in heaven, we not only fupport and comfort ourfelves, 
but even rejoice and exult in all the affiicSlions by 
God's wife and juft difpenfation impofed on us here; 
as they in St. Peter, wherein, faith he, j^ greatly r^.ibid. 
joice, or exult , heing for a little while as in heavinefs 
through manifold affli£lions or trials. Accounting it alUzm. i. 2, 
joy^ faith St. James, whenyefall into divers temptations^ 
(that is, afflidtions or trials,) knowing that the trial of 
your faith perfeiieth patience \ that is, feeing the fuf^- 
ferance of thefe prefent evils conduceth to the fur- 
therance of your fpiritual and eternal welfare. And 
we glory in tribulation^ faith St. Paul, rendering the 
fame account, becaufe it tended to their foul's ad- 
vantage. St. Paul, than whom no man perhaps ever Rom. t. 3^ 
more deeply tafted of the cup of afBidlion, and that 
tempered with all the moft bitter ingredients which 
this world can produce; whofe life was fpent in'S" 
continual agitation and unfettlednefs, in all hard-'"^' 
Ihips of travel and labour and care, in extreme fulFer- 
ance of all pains both of body and mind ; in all ima* 
ginable dangers and difficulties and diftrefles, that 
nature expofes man unto, or human malice can 
bring upon him ; in all wants of natural comfort, 
food, fleep, flicker, liberty, health; in all kinds 
of difgrace and contumely ; as you may fee in thofe 
large inventories of his fufferings, regiftered by himfelf, 
in the 6th and nth chapters of his fecond Epiftle * Cor- *»• 
to the Corinthians ;» yet all this, confidering the good *^* ^*'^* 
things he expected afterward to enjoy, he accounted 
very flight and tolerable : For, faith he, our lightnefs * Cor. ir. 
ofaffliSiony that is for a little while here, worketnfor us *^* 
afar more exceeding weight of glory ; while we look not 
at the things which arefeen, but at thofe which are not 
feen : for the things which arefeen are temporal ; but 
the things which are not feen are eternal. For we know » Cor. v. 
that when our earthly houfe of this tabernacle (of this 

unfleady 
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s E R M. unfteady tranlitory abode) is dtffolved, we are to have 
XI. a 'tabernacle front God, a hoicfe not made with hands ^ 
■ eternal in the heavens. I reckon^ faith he again, that is, 

Rom. viii. having made a due comparifon and computation, I 
**• find, that thejufferings of this prefent time are not wor- 

thy (that is, are not confiderable, come under no rate 
or proportion) in refpeit of the glory which Jhall he re- 
vealed (or openly conferred) upon us. The like opi- 
nion had thofe faithful Chriftians, in the Epiftle to 
Heb.x.33.the Hebrews, of whom it is faid, that being expofed 
^^7'^*" to public fcorn as in the theatre^ with reproaches and 
affliSionSy they did with gladnefs accept thefpoiling (or 
rapine) of their goods ; knowing that they had in heaven 
a better and more enduring fubflance. But the princi- 
pal example (moft obliging our imitation) of this 
wife choice, is that of our Lord himfelf ; who, in 
contemplation of the future great fatisfaftion and re- 
ward of patient fubmifEon to the divine will, did wil- 
lingly undergo the greateft of temporal forrows and 
Heb.xii. 2. ignominies ; who^ (faith the Apoftle to the Hebrews, 
propounding his example to us,) /or the joy that was 
Jet before him, endured the crofsy deftijing the Jhame^ 
and isfet down at the right hand of (^od. 

Thus immediately, or by an eafy inference, doth 
the confidcration of this life's Ihortnefs and uncer- 
tainty confer to that main part of wifdom, righdy to 
value the things about which we are converfant; 
difpofing us confequendy to moderate our afFedlions, 
and rightly to guide our anions about them ; fitting 
us therefore for the performance of thofe duties fo 
often enjoined us ; of not caring for, not trufl:ing in, 
not minding (unduly that is, and immoderately) 
things below ; of dying to this world, and taking up 
our crofs, or contentedly fuflfering, in fubmiflion to 
God's will, all lofs and inconvenience ; as alfo to the 
placing our meditation and care, our love and defire, 
our hope and confidence, our joy and fatisfacftion, 
our mofl: earneft pains and endeavours, upon things 
divine, fpiritual, and eternal. 
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IV. I proceed to another general benefit of that s e r M. 
general confideration ; which is, that it may engage xi. 
us to a good improvement of our time ; the doing " 

which is a very confiderable piece of wifdom. For 
if time be (as Theophraftus called it truly) *i a thing 
of mojl precious value j (or expence,) as it were a great 
folly to lavilh it away unprofitably ; fo to be frugal 
thereof, and careful to lay it out for the befb advan- 
tage, efpecially every man having fo little ftore 
thereof, muft be a fpecial point of prudence. ' To 
he covetous of time (Seneca tells us) is a commendable 
avarice-^ it being neceflary for the accomplilhment 
of any worthy enterprize ; there being nothing ex- 
cellent, that can foon or eafily be efFecfted. Surely 
he that hath much and great bufinefs to difpatch, 
and but a little time allowed for it, is concerned to 
hufband it well ; not to lofe it wholly in idlenefs ; 
not to trifle it away in unneceffary divertifements ; 
not to put himfelf upon other impertinent affairs ; 
above all not to create obflacles to himfelf, by pur- 
fuing matters of a tendency quite contrary to the 
fuccefs of his main undertakings. It is our cafe ; we 
are obliged here to negotiate in bufinefs of infinite 
price and confequence to us ; no lefs than the falva- 
tion of our fouls, and eternal happinefs ; and we fee, 
that our time to drive it on and bring if* to a happy 
iffue is very fcant and fhort ; fhort in itfelf, and very 
Ihort in refpeft to the nature of thofe affairs ; the 
great variety, and the great difficulty of them. The 
great father of phyficians did quicken the ftudents of 
that feculty to diligence, by admonifhing them (in 
the firfl place, fetting it in the front of his famous 
aphorifms) that life is Jhort^ and art is long. And 
how much more fo is the art of living well, (that 
moft excellent and mofb necelTary art ; ^ for indeed 

^ noXt/TiMr*Toi' dva}iUfi». 

' Nulla niii temporis honella eft avaritia. Sen, de hrev, vita, c. 3. 
• Non enim dat natura virtutcm j ars eft bonum fieri. Sen. Ep. 
90. fub fin. 

virtue 
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f^E ii M. virtue is not a gift of nature, but a Work of art ; an 
XI. cflfecft of labour and ftudy ;) this, I fay, moft needful 
and ufeful art of living virtuoufly and pioufly ; this 
art of fpiritual phyfic, (of prefen'in^ and recovering 
our fouls' health,) how much longer is it ? how many 
rules are to be learnt ? how many precepts to be ob- 
ferved in order thereto ? We are bound to fumifh 
our minds with needful knowledge of Grod's will and 
our duty ; we are to bend our unwilling wills to a 
ready compliance with them ; we are to adorn our 
fouls with difpofitions fuitable to the future ftate, 
(fuch as may qualify us for the prefence of Gkxl, and 
converfation with the bleffed fpirits above ;) it is in- 
cumbent on us to mortify corrupt defires, to refbrain 
inordinate paffions, to fubdue natural propenfities, to 
extirpate vicious habits ; in order to the effefting of 
thefe things, to ufe all fit means ; devotion toward 
God, ftudy of his law, refiedlion upon our acftions, 
with all fuch fpiritual Inftruments ; the performing 
which duties, as it doth require great care and pains, 
fo it needs much time ; all this is not diBum fa6hm^ 
as foon done as faid ; a few fpare minutes will not 
fufHce to accomplilh it. Natural inclination, that 
wild beaft within us, will not fo prefently be tamed, 
t; ^^/^m and made tractable by us. Ill habits cannot be re- 
rsHh^T moved without much exercife and attendance ; as 
Epia. they were begot, fo they muft be deftroyed, by a 
conftant fucceffion, and frequency of adls. Fleflily 
luft is not to be killed with a ftab or two ; it wiU 
fight ftoutly, and rebel often, and hold out long, be- 
fore with our utmoft endeavour we can obtain an 
entire victory over it. No virtue is acquired in 
an inftant, but by degrees, ftep by ftep ; from the 
feeds of right inftruftion and good refolution it 
fprings up, and grows forward by a continual pro- 
grefs of cuftomary praftice ; it is a child of patience, 
JRom. ii. 7. a fruit of perfeverance, that uVojtAov^ t^ys aya^ou, en- 
during in doing welly St. Paul fpeaks of, and confe- 
quently a work of time ; for enduring implies a good 

ipacc 
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fpacc of time. Having therefore fo much to dOySS&M. 
and of fo great concernment, and fo little a portion xi. 
of time for it, it behoves us to be careful in the im- 
provcmcnt of what time is allowed us ; to embrace 
all opportunities and advantages oflfered ; to go the 
neareft way, to ufe the beft compendiums in the 
tranfadlion (^ our bulinefs ; not to be flothfiil and 
negligent, but active and intent about it; (for as 
time is diminilhed, and in part loft by floth or 
flacknefs ; fo it is enlarged, and, as it were, mul- 
tiplied by induftry ; my day is two in refpe<ft of his, 
who doeth but half my work :) not, alfo, to con- 
fume our time in fhiitlefs paftimes, and curious en- 
tertainments of fency ; being idly bufy about im- 
pertinencies and trifles ; (we call it fport, but it is a 
fenous damage to us ;) not to immerfe ourfelves in 
multipUcities of needlefs care about fecular matters, 
which may diftraft us, and bereave us of fit leifure 
for our great employment ; that which our Saviour 
calls TUfGa^ter^ai wffi TroAAa, to keep a great deal of doixktx,^!. 
and ftir (to be jumbled about as it were, and con- 
founded) about many things ; and, wtpto-^acrS^a* tcjI ttoX- 
\iiv ikUKovioLVj to be diflraded and perplexed about much 
mmberfomefervice ; which St. Paul calls «rfft7rXg)ti(rJ^aiaTim.ii.4^ 
toLi^ Tou (3/» itfotyfAOLriUtq, to be implicated and entangled, 
as in a net, with the negociations of this prefent life\ fo 
that we fliall not be expedite, or free to beftir ouri- 
felves about our more weighty affairs. The fpending 
much time about thofe things doth fteal it from ' 
thefe ; yea doth more than fo, by difcompofing our 
minds fo that we cannot well ^employ what time re- 
nuiins upon our fpiritual concernments. But efpeci- 
ally we fhould not proftitute our time upon vicious 
projeAs and practices ; doing which is not only a 
prodigality of the prefent time, but an abridgment 
of the future; it not only doth not promote or 
let forward our bufinefs, but brings it backward, and 
makes us more work than we had before; it is a 
going in a way diredtly contrary to our journey's 

end. 
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sERM^end. The Scripture apdy refembles our life to away- 
XI. faring, a condition of travel and pilgrimage ; how he 

• that hath a long journey to make, and but a little time 

of day to pafs it in, mufb in reafon ftrive to fet out 
foon, and then to make good fpeed ; muft proceed 
on direcftly, making no ftops or defleftions, (not call- 
ing in at every fign that invites him, not ftanding to 
gaze at every objeft feeming new or ftrange to him ; 
not ftaying to talk with every paffenger that meets 
him ; but rather avoiding all occafions of diverfion 
and delay,) left he be furprifed by the night, be left to 
wander in the dark, be excluded finally from the place 
whither he tends : fo we muft, in our courfe toward 
heaven and happinefs, take care that we fet out foon, 
(procraftinating no rime, but beginning inftantly to 
infift in the ways of piety and virtue,) then proceed 
on fpeedily, and perfift conftantly ; no where ftaying 
or loitering, fhunning all impediments and avoca- 
tions from our progrefs, left we never arrive near, or 
come too late unto the gate of heaven. St. Peter 
tells us, that the end of all things doth approach, 

1 Pet.iv. 7. and thereupon advifes us to befober, and to watch unto 
prayer ; for that the lefs our time is, the more intent 
and induftrious it concerns us to be. And St. Paul 

iph. V. 16. enjoins us to redeem the time, becatffe the days are evil; 
that is, fince we can enjoy no true quiet or comfort 
here, we Ihould improve our time to the beft advan- 
tage for the future : he might have alfo adjoined, 
* with the patriarch Jacob, the paucity of the days to 

Gen. xivii. their badnefs ; becaufe the days of our life are few and 

jobxiT. I. ^^^ ^^^ ^^ redeem the time ; man that is bom of a 
woman is of few days, and full of trouble : fo few in- 
deed they are, that it is fit we Ihould lofe none of 
them, but ufe them all in preparation toward that 
great change we are to make ; that fatal pailage out 
of this ftrait time into that boundlefe eternity. So, 

jdbxiY. it feems, we have Job's example of doing; All the 

»4- days, fays he, of my appointed time will I wait, till mf 

change come. I end this point with that fo compre- 

henfivc 
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henfive warning of our Saviour : Take heed toy our ^ s s r m. 
fdves^ left at any time your hearts be overcharged with xi. 
forfeiting J and drunkennefs^ and cares of this life^ ^^f^Tf^t — T* 
thai day come upon you unawares. Watch ye therefore^ 34>36. 
and pray ^ that ye mctybe counted worthy to efcape — and 
toftand before the Son of man. 

V. I fliall adjoin but one ufe more, to which this 
confideration may be fubfervient, which is, that it 
may help to beget and maintain in us (that which is 
the very heart and foul of all goodnefs) fincerity : 
fincerity in all kinds, in our thoughts, words, and 
adHons. To keep us from harbouring in our breafts 
fuch thoughts, as we would be afraid or alhamed to 
own; from fpeaking otherwife than we mean, than 
we intend to do, than we are ready any where open- 
ly to avow ; from endeavouring to feem what we are 
not; from being one thing in our expreffions and 
converfations with men; another in our hearts, or 
in our clofets : from adting with oblique refpedls to 
private interefts or paffions, to human favour or 
cenfure ; (in matters, I mean, where duty doth inter- 
vene, and where pure confcience ought to guide and 
govern us y) from making profeffions and oftentations, 
(void of fubftance, of truth, of knowledge, of good 
purpofe,) great femblances of peculiar fancftimoriy, 
integrity, Icrupulofity, fpirituality, refinednefs, like 
thofe Pharifees fo often therefore taxed in the Gof- 
pel ; as alfo from palliating, as thofe men did, de- 
figns of Aibition, avarice, envy, animofity, revenge, 
pcrverfe humour, with pretences of zeal and con- 
fcience. We Ihould indeed ftrive to be good (and 
that in all real ftridtnefs, aiming at utmoft perfeftion) 
in outward a6t aini appearance, as well as in heart and 
reality, for the glory of God and example of men, (pro^ Rom. xo. 
viding things honeft in thejight of all men ; ) but we mufl: '^* 
not fliine with a falfe luftre, nor care to feem better 
than we are, nor intend to ferve ourfelves in feeming 
to ferve God ; bartering fpiritual commodities for our 
own glory or gain. For fince the day approaches when 

God will judge {ri xjuwra av^fwVwv) the things men JoRom.ii.i«^ 
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s B a M fofitidioujly conceal ; when Godjhall bring every work 
XI. into judgment y with every fecret things whether it be 
^ good or whether it be evil; fince we mufi all appear (or 
Ecci. XII. ^^jjgj \y^ ^ made apparent, be manifeftcd and dif- 
iCor.v.io. covered) at the tribunal of Chrift: fince there is nothing 
^X^ht^f covered which Jhall not he revealed^ nor hid that Jhm 
^^^^I^' ^^^ ^^ known ; Jo that whatever isfpoken in the ear in 
fm^i^^f»i.clofetSy Jhall be proclaimed on the houfe-tops : fince at 
L^**^"* length, and that within a very fhort time, (no man 
3. **** 'knows how foon,) the whifpers of every mouth (the 
clofeft murmurs of detradlion, flander, and fyco- 
phantry) Ihall become audible to every ear ; the ab- 
ftrufeft thoughts of all hearts (the clofeft malice and 
envy) fhall be difclofed in the moft public theatre 
before innumerable fpeftators ; the truth of all pre- 
tences fhall be thoroughly examined ; the juft merit 
of every perfon and every caufe Ihall with a mo&. 
cxaft fcrutiny be fcanned openly in the fece of all the 
world ; to what purpofe can it be to juggle or baffle 
for a time ; for a few days (perhaps for a few mi- 
nutes) to abufe, or to amufe thofe about us with 
crafty difiimulation or deceit ? Is it worth the pains 
to devife plaufible fhifts, which fhall inftantly, we 
know, be deteifted and defeated ; to bedaub foul de- 
figns with a fair varnifh, which death will prefently 
wipe ofFi to be dark and cloudy in our proceedings, 
when as a clear day (that will certainly difpel all 
darknefs and fcatter all mifts) is breaking in upon 
us ; to make vizors for our faces, and cloKs«for our 
anions, when as we muft very fhortly be expfed, 
perfectly naked and undifguifed, in our true colours, 
to the general view of angels and men ? Heaven fees 
at prcfent what we think and do, and our confcience 
cannot be wholly ignorant or infenfible; nor can 
earth itfelf be long unacquainted therewith. Is it 
not much better, and more eafy (fince it requires no 
pains or ftudy) to ad ourfelves, than to accommo- 
date ourfelves to other unbefeeming and undue parts; 
to be upright in our intentions, confiftent m our dif- 
courfes, plain in pur dealings, following the Wj 
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and uniform guidance of our reafon and confcience, s e R M. 
than to (huffle and fhift, wandering after the various, xi. 

uncertain, and inconftant opinions or humours of 

men ? What matter is it, what clothes we wear, what 
garb we appear in, during this pofture of tra\xl and 
fojouming here ; what for the prefent we go for ; 
how men efteem us, what they think of our adlions ? 
St. Paul at leaft did not much ftand upon it s for 
with me, faid he, // is a very/mall thing (ixd^ifov, the i Con iv. 3. 
leaft thing that can come under conlideration) to be 
judged ofyoUy or of human day, (that is, of this pre- 
fent tranfitory, fallible, reverfible judgment of men.) 
If we mean well and do righteoufly, our confcience 
will at prefent fatisfy us, and the divine (unerring 
and impartial) fentence will hereafter acquit us ; no 
unjuft or uncharitable cenfure fliall prejudice us : if 
we entertain bafe defigns, and deal unrighteouf- 
ly, as our confcience will accufe and vex us here, fo 
God will fhortly condemn and punifh us ; neither 
Ihall the moft favourable conceit of men ftand us in 
9it2A. Every mans workfhall become manifefl', for the i Cor. m. 
day fhall declare it; becaufe it fhall be revealed by fire \ '2* 
and the fire (that is, a fevere and ftriA inquiry) ^{itf// 
try every maris work, of what fort it is. I cannot infift 
more on this .point ; I Ihall only fay, that confider- 
ing the brevity and uncertainty of our prefent ftate, 
the greateft fimplicity may juftly be deemed the 
tmeft wifdom 5 that who deceives others, doth cozen 
himfelf moft ; that the deepeft policy, ufed to com- 
pafs, or to conceal bad defigns, will in the end ap- 
pear the moft downright folly. 

I might add to the precedent difcourfes, that Phi- 
lofophy itfelf ^ hath commended this confideration as . 
a proper and powerful inftrument of virtue, reckon- 
ing the practice thereof a main part of wifdom ; the 
greateft proficient therein in common efteem, So- 

t^eiynK Anton» lib. vii. 

VOL. I. R crates. 
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SEEM-crates, having* defined philofophy, or the ftudy of 
XI. wifdom, to be nothing elfe but pfXcTti SavarH, the 
fiudy of death \ intimating alfo (in Plato's Pbaedon) 
that this ftudy, the meditation of death, and prepa- 
ration of his mind to leave this world, had been the 
conftant and chief employment of his Ufe: that 
likewife, according to experience, nothing more avails 
to render the minds of men fober and well compofed, 
than fuch fpedtacles of mortality, as do imprefs this 
confideration upon them. For whom doth not the 
fight of a coffin, or of a grave gaping to receive a 
friend, perhaps, or an ancient acquaintance ; however 
a man m nature and ftate altogether like ourfelves ; 
of the mournful looks and habits, of all the fad 
pomps and folemnities attending man unto his long 
home, by minding him of his own frail condition, 
afFedl with fome ferious, fome honeft, fome wife 
thoughts ? And if we be reafonable men, we may 
every day fupply the need of fuch occafions, by re- 
prefenting to ourfelves the ncceffity of our foon re- 
turning to the duft; dreffing in thought our owa 
hearfes, and celebrating our own funerals ; by living 
under the continual apprehenfion and fenfe of our 
tranfitory and uncertain condition ; dying daily, or 
becoming already dead unto this world. The doing 
which efFedlually being the gift of God, and an efpe- 
cial work of his grace, let us of him humbly implore 
it, faying after the holy prophet, Lord^fo teach us to 
number our daysj that we may apply our hearts unto 
wifdom. Amen. 



SERMON 
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SERMON Xn. 

Of Induftrj in general* 



ECCLES. ix. io» 



Whatfoever thy hand Jindeth to do^ do it with all thy 

might. 

IN St. Paul's Epiftle to the Romans^ among divers s e r m. 
excellent rules of life, prefcribed by that great mafter, xn. 

this is one, Tvi air^ifi p^ oxvtij o), Be not Jlothful in 

hufinefs, or to bufinefs; and in the fecond Epiftle f, 7"' ***' 
to the Corinthians, among other principal virtues, 
or worthy accomplilhments, for abounding wherein 
the Apoftle commendeth thofe Chriftians, he ranketh 
all diligence or induftry exercifed in all affairs andns^.rr.. 
duties incumbent on them: this is that virtue, the^^- 
praftice whereof in this moral precept or advice the 7, 'V^"' 
royal Preacher doth recommend unto us ; being in- 
deed an eminent virtue, of very general ufe, and 
powerful influence upon the management of all our 
affairs, or in the condu6l of our whole life. 

Induftry, I fay, in general, touching all matters 
incident, which our hand jindeth to doy that is, which 
difpenfation of Providence doth offer, or which 
choice of rcafon embraceth, for employing our ac- 

R 2 tivc 
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s E R M.tive powers of foul and body, the wife man doth rc- 
xii. commend ; and to preffing the obfervancc of his a£ 
vice (waving all curious remarks either critical or lo- 
gical upon the words) I fhall prefently apply my dif- 
courfe, propoling divers confiderations apt to excite 
us thereto ; only firft, let me briefly defcribe it, for 
our better apprehenfion of its true notion and na- 
ture. 

By induflrry we underftand a ferious and fteady ap- 
plication of mind, joined with a vigorous exercife of 
our adlive faculties, in profecution of any reafonable, 
honeft, ufeful defign, in order to the accomplifhment 
or attainment of Ibme confiderable good ; as for in-' 
fiance, a merchant is indufl:rious, who continueth in- 
tent and adlive in driving on his trade for acquiring 
wealth ; a foldier is induftrious, who is watchful for 
occafion, and earneft in aftion towards obtaining the 
viiftory ; and a fcholar is induftrious, who doth aflSdu- 
oufly bend his mind to ftudy for getting knowledge.. 

Induftry doth not conlift merely in aftion ; f6r 
that is inceflant in all perfons, *our mind being a 
reftlefs thing, never -abiding in a total ceflation from 
thought or from defign ; being like a fhip in the fea, 
if not fteered to fome good purpofe by reafon, yet 
tolled by the waves of fancy, or driven by the winds 
of temptation fomewhither. But the diredlion of 
our mind to fome good end, without roving or flinch- 
ing, in a ftraight and fteady courfe, drawing after it 
our aAive powers in execution thereof, doth confl:i-r 
tute induftry'; the which therefore ufually is attend- 
ed with labour and pain ; for our mind (which na- 
turally doth aflfedl variety and liberty, being apt to 
loath familiar objects, and to be weary of any con- 
ftraint) is not eafily kept in a conftant attention to 
the lame thing ; and the fpirits employed in thought 
are prone to flutter and fly away, fo that it is hard 

hfnith, ifAV^aicliii TO ^uJo» xbTo iiroinio't* o Oth^g &C. Cbry/» in A£t. Or. 
35- 
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tD fix them : and the corporeal inftruments of aftion s e r m. 
being ftrained to a high pitch, or detained in a tone, xii. 
will foon feel a laffitude fomewhat ofFenfive to na- ' 

ture ; whence labour or pain is commonly reckoned 
an ingredient of induftry, and laborioufnefs is a name 
%nifying it ; upon which account this virtue, as in- 
volving labour, deferveth a peculiar commendation ; 
it being then moft laudable to follow the dictates of 
reafon, when fo doing is attended with difficulty and 
trouble. 

Such in general I conceive to be the nature of in- 
duftry ; to the praftice whereof the follov^ng confi- 
derations may induce. 

I. We may confider that induftry doth befit 
the conftitution and frame of our nature ; all the fa- 
culties of our foul and organs of our body being 
adapted in a congruity and tendency thereto : our 
hands are fuited tor work, our feet for travel, our 
fenfes to watch for occaJion of purfuing good and 
rfchewing evil, our reafon to plod and contrive ways 
of employing the other parts and powers ; all thefe, 
1 fay, are formed for aftion ; and that not in a loofe 
tod gadding way, or in a flack and ren>ifs degree, 
but in regard to determinate ends, with vigour re- 
quilite to attain them ; and efpecially our appetites 
do prompt to induftry, as inclining to things not 
attainable without it ; according to that aphorifm of 
the wife man, ^EtnpMii.iai oxvripov diroxntvscriv — The defireProv, rx\. 
oftheJlothfuJ killeth him^for his hands refufe to labour ; ^5- *"'• 4- 
that is, he is apt to defire things which he cannot 
attain without pains ; and not enduring them, he 
for want thereof doth feel a deadly fmart and an- 
guifh: wherefore in ;iot being induftrious we defeat 
the intent of our Maker ; we pervert his work and 
gifts; we forfeit the ufe and benefit of our faculties ; 
we are bad hufbands of nature's ftock. 

a. In confequence hereto induftry doth preferve 
and perfeft our nature, keeping it in good tunc and 
temper, improving and advancing it toward its beft 

R 3 ftate* 
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s E R M. ftatc. The labour of our mind in attentive meditation 
XII. and ftudy doth render it capable and patient of think- 

"""""■" ing upon any objedl or occalion, doth polifli and 
refine it by ufe, doth enlarge it by accemon of ha- 
bits, doth quicken and roufe our fpirits, dilating and 
diffufing them into their proper channels. The very 
labour of our body doth keep the organs of aAion 
found and clean, difcuffing fogs and fuperfluous hu- 
mours, opening paflages, diftributing nouriihment, 
exciting vital heat-i barring the ufe of it, no good 
conftitution of foul or body can fubfift ; but a foul 
ruft, a dull numbnefs, a refty liftleflhefs, a heavy un- 
wieldinefs muft feize on us^ ; our fpirits will be 
ftifled and choakcd, our hearts will grow faittt and 
languid, our parts wiU flag and decay ; the vigour of 
our mind and the health of our body will be much 
impaired. 

It is with us as with other things in nature % 
which by motion are preferved in theii- native purity 
and perfedlion, in their fweetnefs, in their luftre, reft 
corrupting, debafing, and defiling them. If the water 
runneth, it holdeth clear, fweet, and freih ; but ftag- 
nation turneth it into a noifome puddle : if the air 
be fanned by winds, it is pure and wholefome ; but 
from being Ihut up, it groweth thick and putrid : if 
metals be employed, they abide fmdoth and fplen- 
did ; but lay them up, and they foon contraiS: ruft : 
if the earth be belaboured with culture^ it yieldeth 
corn ; but lying negledled, ^ it will be overgrown 
with brakes and thiftles ; and the better it5 foil is, 
the ranker weeds it will produce : all nature is up- 

^ Hdrra, yoi^ i d^y'iot $Keivlu, ka* Ta fc/Xij c^xaroj avrec, &c. Chryf' 
in Aa. Orat. 35, 

n^Toy fAi» ya^ TOiHTH TO a-UfjM tK?^vro9, Scc^ IMd, 

^ tloTof 'kiriroi x^^ctftoj , r_^vQuv^ rj 9 ifya^ofAiM^ y To/« »««?» i 'f^*' 
S(rx fi ^ d^HO-jx ; ^vroTo¥ S^uo, to T^/p^^ov, iro Wc^i} froToq alhifof, ««»/*«" 
»of, S S l^yL^fMvoft Sec. Clrjf, iFtd. 

^ NegU^h vwnda filix innafeitur agris. Hor» Ser» i. 3. 

riut. ««^) 'ffti^A'*' dyuym$ iP» J.i E<i**- St^h. 

, . held 
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held in its being, order, and ftate, by conftant agita- s e r i^n 
tion ; every creature is inceflantly employed in a<5lion xii. 
conformable to its defigned end and ufe; in like 
manner the prefervation. and improvement of our 
faculties depends on their conftant exercife. 

3. As we naturally w^re compofed, fo by divine 
appointment we were originally defigned for induftry ; 
God did not intend that hian fhouki live idly, even 
in his beft flatc, or ihould enjoy happinefs without 
taking pains ; but did provide work enough even in 
Paradife itfelf ; for the Lord God, faith the text, tookGtn, ii. 15. 
many and put him into the garden of Eden ^ to drefs it, 

and to keep it ; fo that had we continued happy, we 
rnuft have been ever bufy, by our induftry fuftaining 
our life, and fecuring our pleafure ; otherwife weed^ 
might have overgrown Paradife, and that of Solomon 
might have been applicable to Adam ; I went ty the^rov. xxix. 
field of thejlothfulj and by the vineyard of t^e man i;oid ^°' ^ ^ ' 
of tmderftandmg ; and /o, // was all grywn over with 
thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof 

4. By our tranfgreffion and faJl the neceffity of 
induftry (together with a difficulty of obtaining good, 
and avoiding evil) was increafed to us ; being ordain- 
ed both as a juft punifhment for our offences, and as 
an expedient remedy of our needs : for thereupori 

the ground was curfed to bring forth thorns and thiflleS Gen. iii. 1 7. 
t^ us ; and it was our doom pronounced by God's 
own mouth. In the Jweat of thy face fhalt thou eatQ^\\:\\u\<). 
bread, till thou return unto the ground : fo that nbw la- 
bour is fatally natural to us ; now Man, as Job faith, Job. v. 7. 
is born to labour, as the /parks fly upward^ (or, as the 
vulture's chickens foar aloft, according to the Greek 
interpreters ^). 

5. Accordingly our condition and circumftances 



LXX. Interp. iVbw great travel (as the Son of Sirach faith) is 
created for every man 5 (ao-jj^oxia |iAiy»x>j eW»r»» waj»T» dp^^uvai, &c. 
Ecclus. xl. I.) and an heavy yoke is upon the fons of Adam, &c. 

R 4 in 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



248 Of Indufiry in general. 

SERM.in the world are fo ordered, as to require induftryj 
XII. fo that without it we cannot fupport our life in any 

comfort or convenience ; whence St. Paul's charge 

a Thcfla iii. upon the Theflalonians, that If any one would mi 
*°' work^ neither Jhould he eat^ is in a manner a general 

law impofed on mankind 4>y the exigency of our 
Prov.xix. ftate, according to that of Solomon; The idle foul 
Prov.xx. Jhall fuffer hunger y and, The Jluggardy whq will mi 
*• plough by reafon of the cbldy Jhalvheg in harveft^ and 

have nothing. 

Of all our many neceffities, none can be fupplied 
without pains^ wherein all men are obliged to bear a 
Ihare; every man is to work for his food, for his 
apparel, for all his accommodations, either imme- 
diately and direAly, or by commutation and equiva- 
lence ; for the gentleman himfelf cannot (at leaft 
worthily and inculpably) obtain them otherwife, than 
by redeeming them from the ploughman and the ar- 
tificer, by' compenfation of other cares and pains 
conducible to public good. 
The wife Poet did obferve well when he faid^ 

Virgil. Fater ipfe colendi 

^~'5- »• Haudfacilem effe viam voTuit. 

And St. Chryfoftom doth propofe the fame obferva- 
tion, that God, to whet our mind^, and keep us 
from moping, would not that we fhould eafily come 
by the fruits of the earth, without employing much 
art and many pains ; in order thereto there muft be 
Ikill ufed in obferving feafons, and preparing the 
ground; there muft be labour fpent in manuring, 
in delving and ploughing, in fowing, in weeding, in 
fencing it ; there muft be pains taken in reaping, in 
gathering, in laying up, in threlhing, an^«drefling 
the fruit ere we can enjoy it ; fo mvwrfi mduftry 
is needful to get bread : and if we lift to fare more 

I 

'— curis acuens mortalia corda; 

Nee torpere gravi paffus fua regna veterno. Virg. Gcorg. i. 
Ala TaTo eff ai^dyKXt x«tTinJ^i> Ifyttericcg ®mf &C. Chryfojl, in Ad. 
Horn. 35. 

daintily, 
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daintily, we muft either hunt for it, ufing craft and s e r m. 
toil to catch it out of the woods, the water, the xii. 
air ; or we muft carefiiUy wait on thofe creatures, of ^ 

which we would ferve ourfelves, feeding them that 
they may feed us ; fuch induftry is required to pre- 
ferve mankind from ftar\nng. And to guard it from 
other inconveniences, mifchiefs, and dangers fur- 
rounding us, it is no lefs requifite : for to flielter us 
from impreffions of weather, we muft fpin, we muft 
weave, we muft build ; and in order thereto we muft 
fcrape into the bowels of the earth, to find our tools; 
we muft fweat at the anvil, to forge them for our 
ufe ; we muft frame arms, to defend our lafe^, and 
our ftore from the affaults of wild beafts, or of more 
dangerous neighbours, wild men. To fumilh ac- 
commodations for our cupofity and pleafure, or to 
provide for the convenience and ornament of our 
life, ftill greater meafures of induftry are demanded ; 
to fatisfy thofe intents, .a thoufand contrivances of 
art, a thoufand ways of trade and bufinefs do ferve, 
without which they are not attainable. In whatever 
condition any man is, in what ftate foever he be 

E laced, whatfoever calling or way of life he doth em- 
race, feme peculiar bufinefs is thence impofed on 
him, which he cannot with any advantage or good 
fuccefs, with any grace, with any comfort to him- 
felf, or fatisfadtion to others, manage without com- 
petent induftry : nothing will go on of itfelf, without 
our care to diredl it, and our pains to hold it, and 
forward it in the right courfe: all which things 
fliew that divine wifdom did intend that we Ihould 
live in the exercife of induftry, or not well without 
it ; having fo many needs to be fupplied, fo many 
defires to be appeafed thereby ; being expofed to 
fo many troubles and difificulties, from which we 
cannot extricate ourfelves without it. But farther 
yet, 

6. \Jtx. us confider that induftry hath aimexcd 
thereto, by divine appointment -and promife, the 

faireft 
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SEKM.faireft fruits, and the richeft rewards: all good 
xii> things (being eitfier fuch in themfelves, or made 
fuch by human efteem) are the fruits of induftry ; 
ordered to fprout from it, under the protedlion and 
influence of God's blefling, which commonly doth 
attend it. 

All good things indeed are the gift of God, and 

freely difpenfed by his hand ; but he doth not give 

them abfolutely without condition, nor miraculoufly 

without concurrence of ordinary means : by fup- 

porting our adlive powers, and fupplying needful 

K xxzvii. ^id to our endeavours ; by diredling and upholding 

3>*3.... us in the courfe of our adlion; by preventing or 

D/i labwu removing, obftacles that might crofs us \ by granting 

^^l!d^t^ that final fuccefs which dependeth on his pleafure, 

judg. vi. he doth confer them on us ; our hand comratonly is 

a Kings^v. ^^^^ hand, by which he ^orketh good, and reacheth 

a. our benefits to us ; governing and wielding it as 

Jo(h.i.i7. hepleafeth. 

God indeed could not well proceed otherwife in 
difpenfing his favours to us ; not well, I fay ; that 
is, not without fubverting the method of things, 
which himfelf hath eftabhflied ; not without flight- 
ing and voiding his own firft bounty, or rendering 
the common gifts of nature (our reafon, our fenfo, 
our active powers) vain and ufelefs; not without 
making us incapable of any praife, or any reward?, 
which fuppofe works achieved by our earnefl: en- 
deavour ; not without depriving us of that fweeteft 
content, which fpringeth from enjoying the fi-uit of 
our labour. 

Hence it is, that whatever in holy Scripture is 
called the gift of God, is otherwhile aflSrmed to be 
the efFeiV of induftry ; it being the ufeful condition 
upon which ^, and the inftrument whereby divine 

S Ka( Tifof ff/AiX^i( 7\>ecfj(Sim^ top jaij^ov, tl to 7ra» ^jc^iXXey ifftff^at U 
©w. Cbtyf. in Epb, Orat. 2. 
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Providence conveyeth good things to us : what God s x & ir. 
faid to Jofhua, doth imply the general method of xii. 
his proceeding. Only be ihoujlrong and courageous-^ jg^^^i^^^ 
that thou niayeji proffer whitherfoever thou goqft. 

Hence whatever we are diredled to pray for *, we 
ire alfo exhorted to work for ; declaring thereby, 
that we are ferious in our devotion, and do not mock 
God, afking that of him, which we deem not worth 
our pains to acquire. It was wdl faid of Cato in '^ 

Salluft, f^igilandoy agendo, bene confulendojprofpere om^ 
nia cedunt : ubhfocordue te atque ignavi^e tradidetisy 
neqmcquam Deos implores ; irati, infefiiquejutu. We 
are bid to pray even for our daily bread, yet we may* 
ftarve if we do not work for it; and in St. Paul's 
judgment deferve to do fo. 

Hence we are bound to thank God for all thofe 
things, for the want of which we muft thank our- 
felves, and cbndemn our own floth. 

Hence, although we fliould caft our care on God, 
and rely on his providence, being folicitous for no- 
thing ; yet we muft not fo truft him, as to tempt 
him, by negleifting the means which he doth oSeXj 
of reUeving ouffelvcs ; to be prefumptuoufly floth- 
fid being no lefs blameable, than to be diftruftfuUy 
carefiil. 

Hence God in all fuch cafes, when we do need 
any good thing, is faid to be our helper and fuc- 
Courer to the obtaining it ; which doth imply that 
we muft co-operate with him, and join our forces 
to thofe which he doth afford ; fo that as we can do 
nothing without him, fo he will do nothing without 
us ; yea, fo that fometime we are faid alfo to help 

#of8? dvifjLi^sf ap^ri olKiiSa-ui uyr^ vetvtYif ^XoiMtof, Chryf. m Job. 

Lva. T»TO H TO 'uju)f f osi/Ttf WdvfiffiVy oi>\,\ cttpTiKi Ti s^* fifATv maty Im 
ivvf^ffUTrop XccQvi 'mp6j>ct&i» th hy-atiug 'hfJiois ftj>atti¥, Chryf, Tom* Or» 
28. ' 

' AtJrof Ti vvv ^^vvf Jra Tag ^««? xaXii. Cato afud SaL inbello CatiL 
T«» ;^£«j)« TTOTi^ipoKTa hTtdt rvxjocp i'jnxa^.sTr, Pint. Apopb. Lac, 

God ; 
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5.E & M-God ; Curfeye Meroz^ curfeye bitterly the inhahitants 

XII. thereof', hecaufe they came not to the help of the Lord, 

Jude r 23 ^^ ^^^ ^^^ of/A^ Zor^/ againft the mighty. If ever God 

pfai/biii/doth perform all without human labour confpiring, 

a Con xiV^^ is only in behalf of thofe who are ready to do their 

10. beft> but unable to do any thing, being overpowered 

xiv.^'u?* by the infuperable difficulty of things : but he never 

1 Sam. xiv. doth a<ft miracles, or control nature ; he never doth 

ftretch forth his arm, or interpofe fpecial power in 

favour of wilful and affefted fluggards. 

In fine, it is very plain both in common expc- 
rience, declaring the courfe of providence, and in 
holy Scripture, exprelBng God's intention, that Al- 
mighty God doth hold forth all good things as the 
prizes and recompences of our vigilant care, and 
painful endeavour ; as by furveying particulars we 
may dearly difcern. 

Nothing is more grateful to men, than prqfperota 
fuccefs in their undertakings, whereby they attain 
their ends, fatisfy their defires, fave their pains, and 
come off with credit ; this commonly is the efFeA of 
induftry^, (which commandeth fortune, to which all 
things fubmit and ferve,) and fcarce ever is found 
without it: an induftrious perfon, who as fuch is 
not apt to attempt things impoffible or unpraftica- 
ble, can hardly fail of compaffing his defigns, be- 
caufe he will apply all means requifite, and bend all 
his forces thereto ; Arriving to break through all 
difficulties, and to fubdue all oppofitions thwarting 
his purpofes : but nothing of worth or weight can 
be achieved with half a mind, with a faint heart, 
with a lame endeavour : any enterprize undertaken 
without refolution, managed without care, profe- 
cuted without vigour, will eafily be dafhed and prove 
abortive, ending in difappointment, damage, dif- 

Quodcunque impcravit (ibi animus, obtinuit, 8:c. Sen.dilfi 
ii. 12. 

grace, 
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grace^ and difiadsfadion : fo the wife man doth af- s e & m. 
fore us ; The fouly faith he, of the Jln^gard dejireth^ Xii. 
and hath nothing ; but thefotd of the dmgent Jhall ^^Prov.xui. 
node fat: the one pineth away with inefFedhial and4"'i-»5- 
fruidefs defires ; the other thriveth upon latisfacftion 
in profperous fuccefs. 

Plentiful accommodations for our fuftenance andProv.xv. 
convenience all men will agree to be very defirable ; ^®* 
and thefe are indeed the bleflings of him, who vijitethvi- Uv, 9* 
the earth and enricheth it ; who crowneth the year with^^' 
his goodnefs^ and whofe clouds drop fatnefs\ but they 
are fo difpenfed by heaven, that induftry muft con- 
cur therewith in deriving them to us, and floth will 
debar us of them ; for he^ faith the holy Oracle, Prov. xii. 
that tilleth his land, Jhall befatisjied with bread ; and^oy, xxi, 
the thoughts of the diligent alone tend to plenteoujnefs ; 5- . 
but the Jluggard Jhall beg in harvejt^ and have nothings lxx.)" 
and the idle Joul Jhall Juffer hunger. Prov. xx. 

Wealth is that, which generally men of all things'^*"' *^' 
are wont to afFedl and covet with moft ardent defire, 
as the great ftorehoufe of their needs and conve- 
niencies, the fure bulwark of their ftate and dignity ; 
the univerfal inftrument of compaffing their defigns 
and pleafures ; and moft evident it is, that in the na- 
tural courfe of things, induftry is the way to acquire 
it, to fecure it, to improve and enlarge it ; the which 
courfe purfued innocently and modeftly, God will 
be fo far from obftrufting, that he will further and 
blefs it ; for that indeed it would be a flaw in pro* 
vidence, if honeft induftry, ufing the means it af- 
fordeth, Ihould fail of procuring a competency ; 
which joined with a pious contentednefs, in St. Paul's i Tim. vi. 
computation, \% great wealth. Wherefore although p^^^j^^ 
Solomon telleth us, that the blejftng of the Lord is that 16. x. %%. 
which maketh rich \ yet doth he not forget or con.j^"{gJ;^^ 
tradidl himfelf, when he alfo doth affirm, that the 19- 
hand of the diligent maketh rich ; and that he who ga- ^^^\^'^i, ^ 
thereth by labour Jhall increaje ; becaufe God blefftth 
the induftrious, and by his own hand, as the moft 
proper inftrument, maketh him rich. When the 

Preacher 
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s £ & M. Preacher faid, Then is a num to whom God hath given 
xii> riches and wealthy he knew well enough what man it 
Eccicf.vi. was to whom God giveth them ; and that fluggarda 
1, 2. wei^e not fit objects of that liberality : for he had ob- 
hort^h to^^^^^ ^^ to be their doom^ to be poor and beggarly, 
noori'mith their nature to wafte and embezzk an eftate; he 
T^f^n'itX could afliirc us, that drowfinefs Jhall clothe a inan with 
xv*»^^*x^- rags; he could propound it as a certain obfervation, 
rThef. iv. that Hewho is Jlothful in his worky is brother to a great 
"• ... wqfter\ or that want .of induftry in our bufinefs 
:il?xviih9.wili no lefs impair our eftate, than prodigality itfelf; 
he could more than once warn the flothful, that if he 
Prov. X. 4. dAAJleep on, or perlift in his fluggiih way, indigency 
would lurprife and feize on him with an infupport- 
Prov* vi. able violence : So, faith Yvt, Jhall thy poverty come as 
XI. xxiT. ^^^ ^^^^ travelleth, and thy want as an armed man. 
Another darling of hum^n afFeAion (and a jewel 
indeed of confiderable worth and ufe in our life) is 
honour, or reputation among men : this alfo plain- 
ly, after the common reafon and courfe of things, is 
purchafed and preferved by induftry : for hft that 
a^ireth to worthy things, and affayeth laudable de- 
figns, purfuing them fteadily with ferious application 
of heart, and refolute a6livity, will rarely fail of good 
fuccefs, and confequently will not mifs honour, which 
ever doth crown victory ; and if he fhould happen 
to fail in his defign, yet he will not lofe his credit ; I 
for having meant well, and done his beft, all will be 
ready to excufe, many to commend him ; the very 
1 chron. qualities which induftry doth exercife, and the ef- 
«ix. II. fg^g which it doth produce, to beget honour, as 
Eccic^'v! being ornaments of our perfon and ftate. God him- 
'^' felf (from whom honour cometh, and whofe fpcdal I 

prerogative it is to beftow it, he, as King of the 
world, being the fountain of honour) will be con- 
cerned to dignify an induftrious management of his 
gifts with that natural and proper recompence there- 
of; conducing him who fairly treadeth in the path 
of honour, that he ftiall, fafely arrive unto it. It is 
therefore a matter of eafy obfervation, which the wife 

Prince 
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Prince doth prompt us to mark ; Seeft thou a man du s E R irf. 
ligmt in his hufinefsf hejhallftand iefore kings \ hejhall 3tii, 
not ftand before mean men : that is, diligence, as it is the Prov.xxii. 
faireft, fo it is the fureft>way to the beft preferment : *9- 
as it qualifieth a man for employment, and rendereth 
him ufeful to the world, fo it will procure worthy 
employment for him, and attraft the world to him ; 
as the fame great author again doth aflert. The hand^ Prov. xu. 
faith he, of the diligent fiatt bear rule \ yea, fo honour-**' 
able a thing is induftrj^ itfelf, that an exercife thereof 
in the meaneft rank is productive of efteem, as the 
wife man again doth obferve and tell us; He that ^J^*^^'^'^' 
mitethon hismafter (that is, with diligence attendethV^^x^^w 
on the bufinefs committed to \i\m)Jhall be honoured. '•?^**^ 
No induftrious man is contemptible; for he is Sw»r«i. 
ever looked upon as being in a way of thriving, of 
working himfelf out from any ftraits, of advancing 
himfelf into a better condition. But without in- 
duftry we cannot expeft any thing but difrefpedt, 
fliame, and reproach, which are the certain portion 
of the flothful ; he not having the heart to enter- 
prife or the refolution and patience to achieve any 
thing deferving regard, or apt to procure it ; he 
wanting all the ornaments and good fruits that grow 
from induftry ; he being only fit for a fordid and 

i fervile condition; whence the flothful, faith Solomon, P»w- «*•• 
jhallbe under tribute y and. He that fleepeth in harvefl, ItLi » 
'^^ a fon that caufeth fhame % he caufeth.it to his re-^'*'^V» 

j lations by his beggarly accoutrements, he caufeth itproTxi^ 

I much more to himfelf by his defpicable faultinefe, 
and by the difgraceful confequences of it. 

Another yet more precious good, far furpaffing alt 
external advantages of our ftate ; the which in the^ 

' judgment of him who (together with it having a full 
poffeffion of all fecular profperity, wealth, dignity, 
and power) was befi able ta praife it, is better than^tov.ym. 
rubies, and incomparably doth excel all things that may be "' j"" ]^* 
^^fired, as ennobling, enriching, and embellifhing our Job xxviu. 
better part : wifdom, I mean, or a good comprehen- '^' 

fion. 
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» E R M, lion, and right judgment about matters of higheft 
-XII* importance to us, is the prize of induftry, and not 
' to be gained without it; nature conferreth little 

thereto *, fortune contributeth much lefs ; it cannot 
Job xxviii. be bought at any rate ; // cannot^ faith Job, he gotten 
J5>»6. for gold J neither fhall fiver he weighed for the price 
thereof \ it cannot he valued with the gold of Ophir, 
with the precious onyx or thefapphire\ it is the oiF- 
fpring or watchful obfervation and experience, of 
ferious meditation and ftudy ; of careful reflexion 
on things, marking, comparing, and weighing their 
nature, their worth, their tendencies and confe- 
quences ; thefe are needful to the getting of wifdom, 
becaufe truth, which it feeketh, commonly doth not 
lie in the furface^ obvious to a fuperficial glance, nor 
only dependeth on a fimple confideration of few 
things ; but is lodged deep in the bowels of things, 
and under a knotty complication of various matters ; 
fo that we muft dig to come at it, and labour in un- 
folding it ; nor is it an eafy talk to void the preju- 
dices fpringing from inclination or temper, from 
education or cuftom, from paffion and intereft, 
which cloud the mind, and obftruft the attainment 
of wifdom. 
Eccicf. i. If we will have it, we muft get it as Solomon him-* 
i7.». 3.... felf did, that great matter of it. How was that? / 
9. iv."29 "'\?''^'^^> i2L\\S\ he, my heart to know wifdom. He who 
Sap. viii. made it his option and choice before all things ; who 
Eccicf. ii!* fo earneftly and fo happily did pray Yor it ; upon 
^' . whom it is fo exprefsly faid, that God in a fpecial 
am. 1.5. j^^jjj^gj. ^j^^ plentiful meafure did beftow it; who 
averreth God to be the fole donor of it, (for, T^^ 
Prov. ii. 6. Lordy faith he, giveth wifdom^ out of his mouth cometh 
knowledge and underflanding \) yet even he did firft 
give his heart to it, before it was given into his 
heart : he did not only gape for it to receive it by 
mere infulion ; but he worked and ftudied hard for 

* Nee rude quid prodt video ingenium. Hor. de ArU Poet. 

it. 
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it He was indeed a great ftudent, an inquifitive s e r m. 
fearcher into nature, a curious obferver of the world, xii. 
a profound conliderer and comparer of things ; and ' 

by that induftrious courfe, promoted by divine blef- 
fing, he did arrive to that great ftock of fo renowned 
a wifdom. 

And the fame method it is which he prefcribeth to 
us for getting it ; exhorting us, that we mcline our earvxoy. ii. 7^ 
unto wifiom^ and apply our heart to underjlanding\ that ^* ^* 
we cry after knowledge y and lift up our voice for under- 
ftanding ; that vftfeek her asfthver^ and fear ch for her 
as for hid treafures\ in following which courfe he doth 
affure us of good fuccefs; for then^ faith hit^fhalt thouVtoy, u. 5, 
underhand the fear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of Gody which is the head or chief part of wifdom ; 
and Bleffedj faith he again, in the perfon and place Prov.viii. 
of wifdom itfelf, is the man that heareth me^ watching 3+» ^5* 
daily at my gates , waiting at the pofls of my doors \ for 
he thatfindeth me^findeth life^ andfhall obtain favour 
of the Lord. It is the way he fuppofeth, of finding 
wifdom, to watch affiduoufly, to wait diligently upon 
the means of attaining her ; and how infallible the 
acquift of her is thereby, Ihe doth again by his 
mouth thus acquaint us ; / love them that love ;«^, Prov* vHi. 
and thqfe thatfeek me early Jhall find me; and^^, faith sap. vi. la, 
his imitator, is eajilyfeen of them that love her, andn> 14- 
found offuch asfeek her ; whqfofeeketh her early ^fhall 
have no great travel, for he Jhall find her fitting at his 
doors. 

This indeed is the only way ; idlenefs is not capa- 
ble of fo rich and noble a purchafe : a flothful per- 
fon may be conceited, yea needs muft be fo ; but he 
can never be wife : AJluggard, faith Solomon, /jivov.xxvi. 
mfer in his own conceit, than f even men that can render ^ ' 
a reafon. This conceit of wifdom is a natural iflue of 
his ignorance ; and it is indeed no fmall part of his 
folly, that he doth not perceive it ; being no lefs 
ftupid in refledlion on his own mind, than in con- 
fidering other matters : being always in a flumber, 

VOL. I. 8 he 
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im M. he win often fall into fuch pleafant dreams ; and m> 
Xii. wonder that he fliould prcfume upon abundance <rf 

knowledge, who not lifting to take any pains in the 

fearch or difculfion of things, dotii featch tfec firft 
appearances, doth embrace every fuggeftion of his 
fancy, every conceit gratifying his humour, for 
truth. 

What IhouW I fpeak of learning, or the know- 
ledge of various things, tranfcending vulgar appre- 
henfion ? Who knoweth not that we cannot otherwife 
reach any part of that, than by aflSduous fttudy and 
contemplation ? Who doth not find that all the power 
rn the world is not able to command, nor aH the 
wealth of the Indies to pufchafe, one notion ? Who 
can be ignorant, that no wit alone, or ftrength rf 
parts can fuffice, without great induftry, toiramc any 
fcience, to learn any one tongue, to know the Wftory 
of nature, or of Providence : it is certainly by Ho- 
, race's method ^, 

Mult a ftthtj ftcttque fuer^ 
by much exercife and endurance of pains, that any 
one can arrive to the mark of being learned or ftiffid 
in any fort of knowledge. 

But farther yet. Virtue, the nobleft endowment 
and richeft pofleflion whereof man is capable ; the 
glory of our nature, the beauty of our foul, the good- 
Heft ornament and the firmeft fupport of our life*; 
that alfo is the fruit and bleffing ot induftry ; that of dl 
things moft indifpenfably doth need and require it. 
It doth not grow in us by nature, nor befal us by 
fortune ; for nature is fo far from producing it, thrt 
it yieldeth mighty obftades and ipefiftances to itt 
birth, there being in the beft di%6fitions much overfe- 

'C Qui cupit optatam tmrlti contingcre ^metam, 

Multa tnlit, IbcitqtM pucr, fudai^it et jk»k. lift.Je^J^ 

Or.36. ^ ' ' 

Kaxioc flit yuf aifTQiiia»7o»' a^rnal cv9 vo»u muTat* Sin» at PfO* 

A>i4. a. 

/ . neis 
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flefs from good, and great pronenefe to evil ; fortune s b r m. 
doth not further its acquifts, but cafteth in rubs and xii. 
hindrances thereto, every condition prefenting its al- 
lurements, or its afftightments from it ; all things 
within us and about us confpire to* render its pro- 
duAion and its praftice laborious. 

It is, 'tis true, a gift of heaven, and cannot be 
obtained without a fpecial influence of divine grace ; 
but it is given as children are, (of whom it is faid, Z/o,pfai. 
children are an heritage of the Lord, and the fruit of the *^^*^"- 3- 
womh is his reward,) not without lore travail and la- 
bour of the mother, not without grievous difficulty 
and pangs in the birth. In our converfion to em^ 
brace virtue God doth guide ; but to what ? to fit 
ftill ? No, to walk, to run in his ways : Grace doth 
move us, but whereto ? to do nothing ? No, but to 
ftir, a,nd a6l vigoroufly ; The holy Spirit doth help our Rom. vHu 
mjirmities: but how could it help them, if we did notll'^^TJJm. 
conjoin our beft, though weak, endeavours with itsHcb. xii.4. 
operations? To what doth it <ruvavTaafA6av«v, or ^o-A6bx"*35!' 
help us, but tofirive againft fin^ to work right eotcfnefs, 
to perform duty with earneft intention of mind, and 
laborious a<ftivity ; God, faith St. Chryfoftom, * hath 
farted virtue with us, and neither hath left all to he in 
us, lefi we Jhould he elated to pride, nor hirnfelf hath 
taken all, left we Jhould decline tojloth^. 

Indeed the very nature and effence of virtue doth 
confifl: in the moft difficult and painful efforts of 
foul ; in the extirpating rooted prejudices and no- 
tions from our underilanding ; in bending a ftilF 
will, and rciSlifjring crpoked inclinations; in over- 

«ay livat, (va ^)j st; a^royoiay tvctipufxiijetf ofTi at/TO( to wat tAC^tt, tfa 
ptn H9 fa^vfxi»» iwo*i>^*9MfMit' »x?k' &c. Cbfyf, Tom. 5. Or. 28. 

Ov^i yap h «-«^» rd xa^d ruv dvBpu'jrut iyx*^^^*i ^** '*''** aifuBtf 
Pws»a; rsMMdiertrui* a^s «9 aitu^if X'^V^ '^* ''^*^' t*^ ciFQv^aQanot, va.- 
^fltyiwiT* «», aM* IxirMpOL cvyntitpoic^tLi v^o^ku, o-wov^I" ti dt^^anrimf, 
MM Tfjy ^id mrw? atu^tf >ta^i)Kovcra¥ a-viA.fji»x^.^* "'^ TiAi(«:riv u^tTnt. 

Baf. Confi. Mod. cap. 15. 

s 2 ruling 
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s E R M. ruling a rebellious temper ; in curbing eager and im- 
XII. portunate appetites ; in taming wild paflions ; in 
withftanding violent temptations; in furmounting 
many difficulties, and fuftaining many troubles ; in 
ftruggling with various unruly lulls within, and en- 
countering many ftout enemies abroad, which affault 
our reafon, and war againji our foul: in fuch exercifes 
its very being lieth ; its birth, its growth, its fub- 
fiftence dependeth on them ; fo that from any dif- 
continuance or remiffion of them it would foon de- 
cay, languifh away, and perifh. 

What attention, what circumfpedlion, and vigi- 
lancy of mind, what intention of fpirit, what force of 
refolution, what command and care over ourfelves 
doth it require, to keep our hearts from vain thpughts 
and evil defires ; to guard our tongue from wanton, 
unjuft, uncharitable difcourfe ; to order our fteps up- 
rightly and fteadily in all the paths of duty ? K«i t*' 

Chryf.in ix iiriTrovov roov rri? i^irriq ; and what ^ aS St. Chryfoftom 

'' ^ * afketh, of all things belonging to virtue is not laborious f 
It is no fmall talk to know it, wherein it conlifteth, 
and what is demanded of us ; it is a far more pain- 
ful thing to conform our pradlice unto its rules and 
dictates. • 

If travelling in a rough way ^ ; if climbing up a 
fteep hill ; if combating ftern foes, and fighting Iharp 
battles ; if croffing the grain of our nature and de- 
fires ; if continually holding a ftriA rein over aU our 
parts and powers, be things of labour and trouble, 
then greatly fuch is the practice of virtue. 

Indeed each virtue hath its peculiar difficulty, need- 
1 Thef. i. 3. ing much labour to mafter it : Faith is called i^yof 
aThcf. 1. ^/^^^^^ ^^^ work of faith ; and it is no fuch eafy work, 
Johnvi. 29. as may be im^ined, to bring our hearts into a tho- 
rough perfuafion about truths croffing our fenfual 

Kal Tftix^g s Hif. *B^. at 4 

conceits, 
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conceits, and controuling our peevifli humours; unto s e r m. 
a perfect fubmiffion of our underftanding, and refig- xii. 
nation of our will to whatever God teacheth or pre- 
fcribeth ; to a firm refolution of adhering to that 
profeffion, which exadleth of us fo much pains, and 
expofeth us to fo many troubles. 

Charity is alfo a laborious exercife of many good 
works ; and he that will praftife it, muft in divers 
ways labour hardly ; he muft labour in voiding from- 
his foul many difpofitions deeply radicated therein 
by nature, opinion, and cuftom ; envy, fi-owardnefs, 
ftubbornnefs, perverfe and vain felfilhnefs ; from 
whence wrath, revenge, fpite, and malice do fpring 
forth. He muft labour in efFedlual performance of 
all good offices, and in catching all occafions of do- Gai. vi. lo. 
ing good ; he muft exert that ytiitov ayaTrn? , that la- ^^^f^\]\l\ 
hour of love, whereof St. Paul doth fpeak; he muftEph.iv.a8. 
(as that holy Apoftle diredleth, not only in precept, ^^ "* 
but by his own practice) work with his own hands, 
that he may fupply the wants of his neighbour. 

Hope itfelf (which one would think, when ground- 
ed well, fhould be a no lefs eafy than pleafant duty) 'A^Xiw. 
doth need much labour to preferve it fafe, ftraight, "^^'^f j^; 
and ftable, among the many waves and billows of iThcf.i.3. 
temptation aflaying to fhake and fubvert it; whence Hcbj^i'j,] 
a patience of hope is recommended to us : and we fo 'ErJi/Viru- 
often are exhorted to hold it faft, to keep it fure, J^v""**^ 
firm, and unfhaken to the end. Hcb. iu. 6, 

Temperance 2lio furely demandeth no fmall pains'"; i*pct.i. jo. 
it being no flight bufinefs to check our greedy appe- 
tites, to fliun the enticements of pleafure, to efcape 
the fnares of company and example, to fupport the 
ill will and reproaches of thofe zealots and bigots for 
vice, who cannot tolerate any nonconformity to their 
extravagancies; but, as St. Peter doth exprefs it, 

^cuonm, xfi^XifTof fjuf to» kccI iviwowt. Plat, de Rep* 2, 

8 3 think 
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$ E a M. think it Jirange^ if others do not run with them to the 
XII. fame excefs of rtotyfpeaking ill of them for it, 

1 Pel. iv. 4. What fliould I fpeak of meeknefs^ oi patience^ of 

humility y of contentednefs ? Is it not manifeft how la- 
borious thofe virtues are, and what pains are ncccf- 
fary in the obtaining, in the exercife of them ? what 
pains, I fay, they require in the voidance of fond con- 
ceits, in the fuppreffion of froward humours, in the 
quelling fierce paffions, in the brooking grievous 
crofles and adverfities, in the bearing heinous injuries 
and affronts ? 

Thus doth all virtue require much induftry, and 
it therefore neceffarily muft itfelf be a great virtue, 
which is the mother, the nurfe, the guardian of all 
virtues ; yea, which indeed is an ingredient and coti- 
ftitutive part of every virtue ; for if virtue were eafily 
obtainable or pra6licable without a good meafure of 
pains, how could it be virtue ? what excellency could 
it have, what praife could it claim, what reward could 
it expeA ? God hath indeed made the beft things 
not eafily obtainable, hath fet them high out of our 
reach, to exercife our induflrny in getting them, that 
we might raife up ourfelves to them, that being ob- 
tained, they may the more defcrve our efteem, and 
his reward. 

Laftly, the fovereign good, the laft fcope of our ac- 
tions, the top and fum of our defires, happinefs itfelf, 
or eternal life in perfedl reft, joy, and glory; although 
it be the fupreme gift of God, and fpecial boon of 
Rom. vi. divine grace, (to il yi^i^fi^a. t5 0f», But, faith St. Paul, 
E^ h. ii 8 ^^^ S^f^ ^f God's grace is eternal life ; ) yet it alfo by God 
himfelf is declared to be the refult ai)d reward of in- 
Phii. ii. 12. duftry ; for we are comnaaiided to work out our faha- 

2 ct. i.io. ^^^^ ^^-^^ y^^^ ^^^ trembUng^ and to give diligence in 

making our calling and ele&ionfure, by virtuous prac- 
Rom. ii. 5, tice ; and God^ faith St. Paul, will render to every 
7^ 10. ▼!. ^^^^ according to his works \ to them who, by patient con- 
tinuance in well doing, feek glory, and honour, and im- 
mortality, eternal life; and, in the clofe of God's book, 

it 
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it is proclaimed, as a truth of greateft moment, and s e r m. 
fpecial point of God*s will, Blejfed are they that do his xii. 
commandments^ that they may have right to the tree ^Apoc. xxii. 
life. It is plainly induibry, which climbeth the holy h- 
mount ; it is induftry, which taketh the kingdom of^l, 
heaven by force \ it is induftry, which 7& runneth ^x^^a"****- 
to obtain the prize, which fo fighteth as to receive the\^coT. ix. 
crown^ which fo watcheth as to fecure our everlafting h- . 
intereft to us. Matt. xxir. 

Thus do the choiceft good things, of which we+*-"^- 
are capable, fpring from induftry, or depend upon ukc xii. 
it ; and no confiderable good can be attained with- {^' ... , 

• 1 11 1 •/• /» ^^ 1 1 • Apoc. in, 3, 

out It : thus all the gifts of God are by it conveyed 
to us, or are rendered in effedl beneficial to us ; for 
the gifts of nature are but capacities, which it im- 
proveth ; the gifts of fortune or providence are but 
inftruments, which it employeth to our ufe; the gifts 
of grace are the fupports and fuccours of it ; and the 
very gift of glory is its fruit and recompence. 

There are farther feveral other material confidera- 
tions and weighty motives to the practice of this 
duty, which meditation hath fuggefted to me ; but 
thefe, in regard to your patience, muft fuffice at pre- 
fent ; the other (together with an application proper 
to our condition and calhng) being referved to an- 
other occafion. 



% 4 SERMON 
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SERMON Xm. 

Of Induftry in general. 



EccLEs. ix. lO. 



Whatfoever thy hand jindeih to do^ do it with all thy 

might. 

Industry, which the divine Preacher in this s e R m. 
text recommendeth to us, is a virtue of a very xm. 
difFufive nature and influence; ftretching itfelf 
through all our affairs, and twifting itfelf with 
every concern we have ; fo that no bulinefs can be 
well managed, no defign accomplifhed, no good ob- 
tained without it : it therefore behoveth us to con- 
ceive a high opinion of it, and to inure our fouls to 
the practice of it, upon all occafions : in furtherance 
of which purpofes I formerly, not long fince, did pro- 
pound feveral motives and inducements ; and now 
proceeding on, Ihall reprefent divers other confidera- 
tions ferviceable to the fame end. 

I. We may confider that induftry is productive 
of eafe itfelf, and preventive of trouble : it was no 
lefs folidly, than acutely and fmartly advifed by the 
philofopher Crates, * Whether^ faid he, lahour he to he 

TV ff.yi 9F09UJf V ftvyiTM ?r^ye(, ru ^ itxMu t^ hMurm, Crates, Ep. i^. 

chqfen^ 
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s E K M. chofen, labour ; or whether ii he to he rfekewed, lahtmt^ 
XIII. that thou may eft not labour ; for by not labouring^ labour 

"^""""""^ is not efcapedy but is rather purjued ; and St. Chry- 
foftom ^ doth upon the fame confideration urge in- 
duftry, becaufe Sloth, faith he, is wont tofpoilus, and 
to yield us much fain. No man can cozen nature, ef- 
caping the labour to which he was born ; but rather 
attempting it, will delude himfelf, then finding moft, 
when he Ihunneth all labour. 

Sloth, indeed, doth affeft eafe and quiet, but by 
afFecfting them doth lofe them ; it hateth labour and 
trouble, but by hating them doth incur them ; it is 
a felf-deftroying vice, not fufFering thofe who cherifti 
it to be idle, but creating much work, and multiply- 
ing pains unto them^ engagbg them into divers 
neceflities and ftraits, which they cannot fupport 
with eafe, and out of which, without extreme trou- 
ble, they cannot extricate themfelves : of this the 

Eccicf. X. Preacher doth afford us a plain inftance ; By much 

^^' Jlothfulnefs, faith he, the building decay eth^ and through 
idlenefs of the hands the hoiife droppeth through. A HtSc 
care takea at firfi: about repairing the houfe, wodki 
have faved its decay and ruin, and confequently the 
vaft charge and trouble, becoming needful to re-^iify 
it ; and the like doth happen in nioft other cafes and 
occurrences of life : idlenefs commonly doth let flip 
opportunities and advantages, which cannot with eaic 
be retrieved ; it ktteth things fall into a bad cafe, 
out of which they can hardly be recovered. 

The certain confequences of it (difgrace, penury, 
want of experience ; difobliging and k^ng friend^, 
with all the like mifchiefs) cannot be fupported with*- 
out much difquiet; and they difable a maQ from 
redreiling the inconvenieaces into which he 10 
plunged. 

But indaftry, by a little vduntary labour taken is 



in >i. Ouu. 36. 



I 9M. Qua. tid. 

dut 
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due place and fcafon, doth fave much neccflary la-s^KM. 
hour afterward, ahd by moderate care doth prevent xiii. 
intolerable diftrefs; and the fruits of it (wealth, re- 
putation, (kill, and dexterity in affairs, fricndihips, 
all advantages of fortune) do enable a mail to pafs 
his life with great eafe, comfort, and delight. 

2. Induftry doth beget eafe, by procuring good 
habits, and facility of afting things expedient for us 
to do. By taking pains to-day we Ihall need lefs 
pains to-morrow; and by continuing the exercife, 
within a while we fhall need no pains at all, but per- 
form the moft difficult tafks of duty, or of benefit to 
OS, with perfedl eafe, yea commonly with great plea- 
fure. What fluggifh people account hard and irk- 
feme (as to rife early, to hold clofe to fl-udy or bufi- 
iKfs, to bear fome hardfhip) will be natural and 
fweet ; as proceeding from another nature, raifed in 
us by ufe. 

Induftry dbth breed affurance ahd courage, need- 
ful for the undertaking and profecution of all necef- 
fary bufinefs, olt for the performance of all duties in- 
cumbent on us. 

i No man cah quite decline bufinefs, or difengage 
' himfelf from duty, without infinite damage and mif- 
chief accruing to himfelf: but thefe an indultrious man 
(confiding in this eflficacious quality) will fet upon 
with alacrity, and difpatch with facility, his diligence 
avoiding obftacles, and fmoothing the way to him ; 
when as idlenefs finding fome difficulties, and fancy- 
ing more, foon difhearteneth, and caufeth a man to 
d^ft from aftion, rather choofing to crouch under 
the burthen, than by endeavour to carry it through, 
to difcharge himfelf thereof : whence as to an induf- 
trious man things feeming difficult will prove eafy, fo 
to a flothful perfon the eafieft things will appear im- 
poffible ; according to Solomon's obfervation : The 
'tvay, faith he, 0/^ a Jlothful man is an hedge of thorns ^ 



* "^xr. Prov. XV. 19. 



hut 
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s E KM. hut the way of the upright is made plain ; whereas a 
XIII. flothful man, being apt to negleft his obhgations, ij 
oppofed to an upright man, who hath a confcionablc 
regard to them, and is willing to take pains in the 
difcharge of them : fo it is declared, that to the ova 
the way is rough and thorny, to the other beaten and 
expedite. 

Andagain, Thejlothfulman^y faith he, doth fay ^ Then 
is a lion without^ IJhall hejlain in theflreets : he is very 
apt to conceit, or to pretend imaginary difficulties 
and hazards, and thence to be deterred from going 
about his bufinefs, or doing his duty. This confi- 
deration St. Chryfoftom ^ doth propofe, exciting to 
an earneft purfuit of virtue ; becauie. There is^ faith 
he, nothing Jo eafyy which our great Jloth doth not repre- 
fent very grievous and burthenfome ; nothing Jo painful 
and difficulty which diligence and willingnefs do notJhe*o) 
to he very eajy. 

3. We may confider that indufby will fweeten all 
our enjoyments, and feafon them with a grateful re- 
lilh ; for as no man can well enjoy himfelf, or find 
found content in any thing, while bufinefs or duty lie 
unfinilhed on his hand ; fo when he hath done his 
beft toward the difpatch of his work, he will then 
comfortably take his eafe, and enjoy his pleafure; 
then his food doth tafte favourily, then his divertife- 
ments and recreations have a lively guftfulnefe, then 
his fleep is very found and pleafant, according to 

Eccicf.v. that of the Preacher, The fleep of a labouring man is 

T5 Wait, y^^^^- 

4. Efpedally thofe accommodations prove moft 

** Prov. xxii. 13. xxvi. 13. 

(fonxnrai, 

Cif QMos fifAUP* iavtp Mirovov xeil ri Sv^^t^U (ati Xtay lt';^^oy i avov^ *^ 
h w^oSt/^U. Chryf, Tom. vi. Or. p. 15. 144. • 

rat. Plut. de Educ. 

deligj;itfiJ» 
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' delightful, which our induftry hath procured to us ; s e r m. 
f we looking on them with a fpecial tendernefs of affec- xiii. 
tion, as on the children of our endeavour ; we be- 
ing fenfible at what cofts of care and pain we did 
purchafe them. ^ If a man getteth wealth by fraud 
or riolence, if he rifeth to preferment by flattery, de- 
traftion, or any bad arts, he can never tafte any good 
favour, or find found comfort in them ; and from 
what Cometh merely by chance, as there is no com- 
mendation due, fo much fatisfadlion will not arife. 
It is the wife man*s obfervation. The Jlothful man roaft- Prov. xH, 
tth not that which he took in huntings and therefore it *^* 
cannot be very grateful to him ; hut^ addeth he, the 
fuhftance of a diligent man is precious ; that is, what a 
man compafleth by honeft induftry, that he is apt 
highly to prize ; he triumpheth in it, and (in St. PauFs i Cor. ix, 
fenfe innocendy) boafteth of it; he feeleth a folid^^* 
pleafure and a pure complacency therein : the man- 
ner of getting it doth more pleafe him than the thing 
itfelf ; as true hunters do love the fport more than 
the quarry, and generous warriors more rejoice in the 
viftory than in the fpoil ; for ourfoid^ as St. Chry- 
foftom difcourfeth P, is- more affe&edwith thofe things ^ 
j^r which it hath laboured \for which reafon^ addeth he, 
God hath mixed labours with virtue itfelf that he might 
endear it to us. Yea farther, 

5. The very exercife of induftry immediately in 
itfelf is delightful, and hath an innate fatisfaftion, 
which tempereth all annoyances, and even ingratiat- 
eth the pains going with it. 

The very fetttement of our mind on fit objects, 
or its acquiefcence in determinate adlion, conduc- 
ing to a good end, whereby we are freed of doubt, 
diftradlion, and faftidious liftleflhefs, doth minifter 
content. 

' Cui fit conditio dulcis fine pulvere palmae ? Hor, Ef, 1. i. 

wo»o«« dvifAi^sf ot^iri oUi»tf J"a» avT? raurn9 0ov><ofA%9Oi, Chryf. in Job. 
Orat, ^6. 

The 
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% E R M. The reflexion upon our having embraced a wife 
XIII. choice, our proceeding in a fair way^ our being in 

chace of a good purpofe, doth breed complacence. 

To confider that we are fpending our time ac- 
cQuntably, and improving our talents to good ad- 
vantage, (to the fervice of Grod, the benefit of our 
meighbour, the bettering of our own ftate,) is very 
cheering and comfortable. 
Prov. xiv. And whereas in all labour^ as the wife man telleth 
as. us, there is profit ^ the forefight of that profit afFordeth 

pjeafure, the foretafting the good fi-uits of our in- 
duftry is very delicious. 
I Cor. ix. Hope, indeed, doth ever wait on induftry : and 
Rom xii ^'^^ ^^ vcioi^ delightful than hope ? Thi§ is the in- 
la. V. 2.' centive, the fupport, the condiment of all honeft bu 
i^Tim.^iv. ^^^ ^ » ^^ virtue whereof the hufbandman toilcA, 
10. ' ' the merchant trodgeth, the fcholar ploddeth, the fd- 
^on Hi. ^^^ dareth with alacrity and courage, not refenting 
'^- ^^y P^ns, not reg^ding any hazards which attend 

1 John iii. ^^ undertakings : this the holy apoftles teU us did 
I Pet. i. 3. enable them with joy to fufl:ain all their painful work, 
Tit. II. 13. ^^^ hazardous warfare ; enjoining us alfo as to viork 
with fear y fo to rejoice in hope. 

Jn fine, induftry doth free us from great difplea^ 
Cure, by redeeming us from the moleftations of idle- 
nefs, which is the moft tedious and irkfbme thing in 
^he world, racking our foul with anxious fufpenfe, 
.and perplejcing difi:ra<ftion * ; ftarving it for want of 
ftti§fa6tory entertainment, or caafing it to feed on * 
its own heart by doleful confiderj^tions ; infefting it 
With crowds of firivolous, melancholic, troublefome, 
ftinging thoughts ; filing it witii a fenle of our 
Iqugndering away precious time, of our flipping ftir 



•* — ipia operis difficultate laetus fpem fegetis dc laborc mc- 
titur. 4fud Aug. Ef. 14^. 

* Otio qui nefcit utl plus habet neggtii^ &c. 

<CHioib IB otio animus laefcit quid quidem velit^ &c. £MMtf 
Mpud Ageh 19. 10. 

oppor- 
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epportmiities, of our not ufing the abilities and ad- s fi & if , 
vantages granted us, to any profit or fruit : whence xiii. 
St. Chryfoftom faith very truly ^, that there is nothing 
more unpleafanty more painful^ more miferable, than a man 
that hath notUng to do : Is not this, faith.he, woffe than 
ten thou/and chains^ to hang injiifpenfey and be continually 
gaping, looking on thofe who are prefent? Indeed tl^ 
ftridl^ imprifonment is far n>ore tolerable, than 
being under reftraint by a lazy humour from profit- 
able employment : this enchaineth a man hand and 
foot, with mcMre than iron fetters : this is beyond 
any imprifonment ; it is the very entombment of a otium ejt 
man, quite in efFe<5l fequeftering him from the world, J^^^^^^^'^ 
or debarring him from any valuable concerns therein. 
And if liberty be i^^^U auTarpa'y/flt^, a power of domg 
what one Uketh hefi ; then is he, who by his floth is 
difebled from doing anything wherein he can find 
any reafonable fatisfadtion, the verieft flavc that can 
be ; from which flavery induftry freeing us, and dif- 
pofing us to perform cheerfully whatever is conveni- 
ent, therttby doeth us a ^eat pleafure. I^^arther, 

6. Let us confider, that induftry doth afford a 
lifting comfort, depofited in the memcMy and con- 
fcience of him that pradlifeth it. It will €ver, upon 
his reviewing the pafFages of his life, be fweet to him 
to behold in them teftimonies and monuments of his 
diligence ; it will pleafe him to confider, that he hath 
lived to purpofe, having done fomewhat confiderable; 
that he hath made an advantageous ufe of his time ; 
that he hath well hufbanded the talents committed to 
Wm ; that he hath acoomplifhed (in fome meafure) 
the intents of God's bounty, and made fome return 
for his excellent gifts. What comfort, indeed, can 
any man have, yea, how fore remorfe muft he feel in 



Cbryf. in Aa. Or, jj. 

refledling 
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• ERM.refleAing upon a life fpent in unfruitful and un- 
XIII. profitable idlenefs ? How can he otherwife than 
Diufutt^ bewail his folly and bafenefs in having lived (orra- 
^ ther having only been) in vain ; as the fliadow and 
appearance of. a man; in having lavilhed his days, 
in having buried his talents, in having embezzled 
his faculties of nature, and his advantages from 
Providence ; in having defeated the good will of 
God, and endeavoured no requital to the munifi- 
Mattxxv. cent goodnefs of his Maker, of his Preferver, his 
benign Lord and Mafter, his gracious Saviour and 
Redeemer ? How, without confufion, can he in his 
mind revolve, that he hath nowife benefited the 
world, and profited his neighbour, or obliged his 
friends, or rendered to his country (to the fdciety or 
community of which he is a member) amends for all 
thefafety and quiet, the fupport, the convenience, 
and the pleafure he hath enjoyed under its protection, 
and in its bofom ? that he hath not borne a compe- 
tent fliare in the common burthens, or- paid a due 
contribution of his care and labour to the public 
welfare ? How can fuch a man look inward upon 
himfelf with a favourable eye, or pardon himfelf for 
fo loathfome defaults ? 

7. Let us confider, that induftry doth argue a ge- 
nerous and ingenuous complexion of foul. 

It implieth a mind not content with mean and 
vulgar things, (fuch as nature dealeth to all, or for- 
tune fcattereth about,) but afpiring to things of high 
worth, and purfuing them in a brave way, with ad- 
venturous courage, by its own forces, through diffi- 
culties and obflacles. 

It fignifieth in a man a heart, not enduring to owe 
the fuflenance or convenience of his life to the labour 
or the liberality of others ; to pilfer a livelihood from 
the world ; to reap the benefit of other men*s care 
and toil, without rendering a full compenfation, or 
outdoing his private obligations by cdnfiderable fer- 
vice and beneficence to the public. 

A noble 
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A noble heart will difdain to fublift like a dronesEKM. 
tipon the honey gathered by others' labour; like a xiii. 
vermin to filch its food out of the public granary ; or 
like a Ihark to prey on the lefler fry ; but will one. 
way or other earn his fubfiftence: for he that doth 
not earn, caii hardly own his bread, as St. Paul imr 
plieth, when ht {dAthyThem that are ficch we eqmman J zTheff.m, 
and exhort by our Lord Jefus Chrifty that '^i^h q^iet-^^^^^^^- 
ne/s theji worky and eat their own bread. icTif. 

Of this generous ingenuity we have a notable in- 
ftance in that great Apoftle himfelf ^ which he doth 1 Cor. \x. 
often reprefent.as a pattern to us, profefling much^^* 
complacence therein. He with all right and reafon 
might have challenged a comfortable fubfiftence from 
his difciplek, in recompenfe for the incomparable » Th«ff- »«• 
benefits he did confer on them, and of the excef- ^'c^j, i,. 
five pains he did endure for their good : this he »i- . 
knew wfeili but yet did rather chooijb to fupport him- J, 
felf by feii^ own labour, than an ywife to feem bur- 
thenfome or troublefomc to them : The/e hands ^ faid AfUx^c. 
he^ have minijtered to my necejjities^ and to them that are xtii?/j. ' 
ti'/VA me.' I havejhewedyou all things^ that Jo labouring i ThW. a. 
ye ought tofupport the weak^ and to remember the wor^ ^'Theff. iiL 
of our Lord Jefus^ how he /aid, It is more hlejfed to give 8- 
than to receive. This was the practice of him, who J;^. * *^* 
was in labours fnojl abundant ; and fuch is the genius of* Cor. xi. 
every man, who upon principles of confcience, reaifon, ^' *^* 
and honour, is induftnous. Of him it may be faid, 
as of Solomon's good houfewife, Shefeeketh wool and'^mw- xxxi. 
fiaxy and ivorieth willingly with her hands \Jhe islike the '^* '** *^* 
merchant's Jhip, Jhe bringeth her food from afar \ Jhe 
looketh well to her hotifeholdy and eateth not the bread 
(fidlenefs. 

Sloth is a bafe quality, the argument of a mind 
wretchedly degenerate and mean ; which is content 
to grovel in a defpicable ftate ; which aimeth at no 
worthy thing, nor purfucth any thing in a laudable 
way ; which difpofeth a man to live gratis (precari- 
oufly) and ingratefully on the public ftock, as an in- 

voi,. I. T fignificant 
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SERM.iignificant cypher among men, as a burthen of the 
XIII. earthy as a wen of any fociety ; fucking aliment from 
it, but yielding no benefit or ornament thereto. 

8. Induftry is a fence to innocence and virtue ; a 
bar to all kind of fin and vice, guarding the avenues 
of our heart, keeping off the occafions and tempta- 
tions to vicious practice. When a man is engaged 
in honeit employment, and ferioufly intent thereoni 
his mind is prepoflefled and filled, fo that there is no 
room or vacancy for ill thoughts, or bafe defigns^ to 
crtep in ; his fenfes do not lie open to enfiiiaring ob- 
jeAs ; he wants leifure. and opportunity of granting 
audience to the iblicitations of finful pleafure ; ODa 
is apt to anfwer them with a non vacat^ ; the Devil 
can hardly find advantage of tempting him, at leaft 
many devils cannot get accefs to him, according to 
that obfervation in Caflian, ^ A working monk is af' 
fauUed by one devil, but an idle one isfpoiled by number " 
lefs badfpirits. The cafe of men ordinarily is like 
to that of ^gyfthus : 

Ovid, de ne nil ageretur, amavit : 

•*°^- rather than do nothing, he was ready to do ill ; he 
not having bufinefs to employ his thoughts, wanton 
defires did infinuate themfelves into his heart, and 
tranfported him to that difafirous wickednels, which 
fupplied matter to fo many tragedies ; and the like 

agam.^. infiance the facred hiftory fuggefled in king David, 
who, malkingy it is faid, on the roof of his hotife, his 
mind then roving, and being untacked from honcft 
cares, that temptation feized on him, whereby he was 
plunged into that woful mifdemeanour, which did cre- 
ate to him fo much forrow, did make fuch a fpot in 
his life, and leave fuch a blur on his memory; whence 
yet we inay draw fome jbenefit, taking iit as a profit* 

' Somper te diabolus iiweniat occnpatmn. Bern, form, hnu t. 

ci^p. 7 • 

"^ Opej^ns roonachus vncx d^Bnope: p|il(atiir, ptiofijw rero im»* 
mcris (jpiritibus dcYaftaUi?.. C^iJf* de Jil/Hi» x. f^. 

able 
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9bl«jdocpment and warning, how idlenefe doth expofes k rm. 
the beft men to danger. xiii. 

Idlenefs is indeed the nurfery of fins, which as na- 
turally grow up therein as weeds ia a negleifted fidd, 
or inte(Ss in a fianding puddle ; Idlenefs teacheth much EccIus. 
evil It is the genera^ trap, \yhereby every tempter af-"*"** *^' 
4ycth to catch our foul: tor the mind being loofe from 
c^, Satan is ready to ftep in with his fuggeftions, 
the world p^fenteth its allurements, fleihl^ defires 
rife up '^ proud^ froward, wapiton co^tations flip in ^ ill 
company doth entice, ill example is regarded, every 
temptation dpth objeA and imprefs itfclf with great 
advantage and fprC^e ; men in fuch a cafe being apt to 
dofe and comply with temptations, eveja to divert 
their minds, ^d entertaia themfelves, to cure their 
liftleflhefs, to pais their time ", committing fin for 
want of better occupation. Hence in places where 
there ia Ic^ work, the worfl: fins do moft prevail; and 
idlenefs therefoi;e was by the Prophet reckoned one 
of the three great fins of Sodom, parents of the refl;,: 
heJiQidy faith Ezekiel,^ this was the iniquity of thyjijier E«ck. xvi. 
Sodom ; pride^fulnefi of breads and abundance of Idlenefs ^^ 
was in ker : hence it feldom dotK happen in any way 
rf life„ that a fluggard and a rake-hell do not go to- 
gether ; or that he who is idle, is not alfo diflolute. 

9. Particularly induftry doth prevent the fins of 
vain curiofity, pragmaticalnefs, troublefome imperti. 
ncncy, and the like pefts of common life, into which 
perfons not diligently following their own bufinefs, 
Mojl affuredly faS- tVe hear^ faith St. Paul to the 
Theuajionians, tha$ there are feme who walk among you 
diforderfyi working m)t at all^ but are bu^^bodi^^^ 



(1 non 



Intendtes animum fhidits, et rebus honeflis^ 
Invidia vel amore vigil torqii«bere — — ^« 

Hor. Ef. i. J. 

^ % Th^.iii, iz. M«>f» ($yfl({l9/tfi»ot/f, «iUa«rifMp^ work- 

iog nothing, but over-worlunj;. • , 

T a It 
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s E R M. It is no wonder, if they did not work at ally that they 
XIII. fhould walk diforderly ; or that quite negledling their 
own concerns, they Ihould TrEoiipya^tir^aiy over-woriy 
or be too bufy in matters not belonging to thera, in- 
trading themfelves into the • affairs of their neigh- 
bours : for there is a natural connexion between 
thefe things^ lince every man muft be thinking, muift 
be doing, muft be faying fomewhat, to fpend his lei- 
fure, to uphold converfation, to pleafe hinlfelf, and 
gratify others, to appear fomebody among his com- 
panions; to avoid the Ihatiie of being quite out of 
employment : wherefore not having the heart to mind 
his own affairs, he will take the boldnefs to meddle 
with the concerns of other men : if he cannot have 
the fubftance, he will fet up an idol of bufinefs, and 
fcem very aAive in his impertinency ; in order there- 
to, being curioufly inquifitive, and prying into the 
difcourfe, a<ftions, arid affairs of all men. This men 
are apt to do in their own defence: and belides, idle- 
npfs doth put men into a loofe, garifh, wanton- hu- 
inour, difpofing them without heed or regard to 
jneddle with any thing, to prattle at any fate. In 
fine, whoever hath no work at home, will be gadding 
to feek entertainment abroad, like thofe goffips of 
I rjra.y. whom St. Paul faith, They learn to he idle^ wandering 
*^* ahoutfrom houfe to houfe ; and not only idte^ hut tattlers 

alfoy and hufy^hodies^ /peaking things which they ought 
not. If indeed we conlider all the frivolous and pe- 
tulant difcourfe, the impertinent chattings, the rafh 
cenfures, the fpiteful detra<ftions which are fo rife in 
the world, and fo much poifon all converfation, wc 
fhall find the main root or them to be a want of in- 
^uftry in men, or of diligent attendance on their own 
matters ; which would To much take up their fpirit 
and time, that they would have little heart or letfurc 
to fearch into or comment upon other men's a<ftions 
and concerns. 

10. Let us confider that induftry is needful in 
cycry condition and ftation, in every calling and way 
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of life ; in all relations, for our good behaviour, and 8 e r m^ 
right difcharge of our duty in them. Without it we xiii. 
cannot in any ftate aA decently, or ufefully, either to ^ 

the benefit and fatisfadlion of others, or to our owa 
advantage and comfort. 

Are we rich ? Then is induftry requifite for keep<* 
ing and fecuring our wealth, for managing it wifely^ 
for employing it to its proper ufes, and beft advan- 
tages, (in the fervice of God, in beneficence to our 
neighbour, in advancing public good ;) fo that wc 
may render a good account to him who hath eh- 
trufted us with the ftewardfliip thereof : induftry is 
very needfiil to guard us from the temptations and 
mifchiefe to which wealth doth expofe us, that it do 
not prove a treacherous (hare, an unwieldy burthen^ 
a deftruAive poifon and plague to us, throwing us 
into pride and vanity, into luxury, into ftupidity, 
into diftrafting folicitude, into a bafe, worldly, and 
earthly temper of heart, into a profane oblivion of 
God, and of our own fouls . 

Are we in confpicuous rank of dignity, or in ho- 
nour and repute among men ? Then is induflry re- 
quifite to keep us faft in that ftate, to hold us from 
tumbling from thaf pinnacle down into extreme dif- 
grace ; for then all eyes are upon us, ftricSlly obferv- 
ing what we do, and ready to pafs cenfure on our 
anions; fo that great diligence is neceflary to ap- 
prove ourfelves, and Ihun obloquy. Nothing is more 
brittle than honour Pj every little thing hitting on it,Ecci.x. r. 
is able to break it, and therefore without exceeding 
care we cannot preferve it. Nothing is more variable 
or fickle than the opinions of men, (wherein honour 
confifteth ;) it is therefore no eafy matter to fix or de- 
tain them in the fame place. 

Honour cannot live without food or fuel ; it muft 
be nourifhed by worthy anions ; without a continual 
fupply of them, it will decay, languiih, and pine 

f ^Vitrta faroa.. Hor, 

T 3 away : 
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s EiFi M away : induftry therefore is reqmred to keep it^ and 
XIII. no lefs is neceflary to ufc it well, in a due (ubordinar 
tion to God's honour, and reference to his fervice, 
that, inftead of an ornament and convenience, it do 
not prove a baneful mifchief to ns ; pufihig up oitf 
minus with vain conceits and complacencies, inclin- 
ing us to arrogance and contempt of othecs, temp- 
ing us by aflimiing to ourfelves to ro^ God isf ins 
due glory ; to decline which evils great care is requi- 
iite ; we muft have a fteady ballaft, and we mocft hdhd 
the rudder warUy, when we carry fo great iail. 

On the other hand, are we poor :and low in the 
world ; or do we lie imder difgrace } Then do we 
much need induftryto ihun extremities of want and 
ignominy ; that we be not (wallowed up and over- 
whelmed by need or contempt ; to fupport us under 
our preffures, to keep up our fpirits ftom dcjeftion 
and difconfolatenefs ; to preferve us from impiMis 
difcontentednels and impatience : induftry is the oidy 
remedy of that condition, enabling us to get «* 
of it, retrieving a competence of wealth or credit; 
or dilpofing us to b^ it handfomely, and with 
comfort; fo as not to become forlorn or abjei^ 
wretches. 

It is fo needful to every condition ; and it is ib for 
all vocations ; for, 

Is a man a governor, or a fuperior in any caps* 
city ? Then what is he but a public fervant doomed 
to continual labour, hired for the wages of refped 
and pomp, to wdt on his people; in providing f<dr 
their needs, protedling their im^ty, prefervii^ th«r 
peace and welfare: where is he but on a fta^ 
whereon he cannot well aA his part, without vigilant 
attendance to his charge, and conftant adtivity in 
performing all the fiindtions thereof? He is en^^ 
m great obligations and neceffities of ufing extreme 
diligence, both in regard to himfelf and others. Ho- 
mer's defcription of a prince is a good one ; One wh 
bash mufh feaj^le, and many earn committed to him: 
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He muft watchfully look to his own fteps, who is to 

Slide others by his authority and his example. All 
s aftions require fpecial conduft, not only his own 
credit and intereft, but the comracHi welfare depend- 
ing thereon. He muft heedfiilly advife what ro do, 
he muft diligently execute what he refolveth on. He 
hath the moft ticklifh things that can be (the rights 
and interefts, the opinions and humours of men) ro 
manage. He hath his own affections to curb and 
guide, that they be not perverted by any finifter re- 
lpe<fts, not fwayed by any unjuft partiality, not cor- 
rupted by flattery or fear. He will find, that to 
wield power innocently, to brandifli the fword of 
juftice difcreetly and worthily, for the maintenance 
of right, and encouragement of virtue, for the fup- 
prcffion of injury, and correAion of vice, is a matter 
of no fmall Ikill or flight care. 

Induftry is indeed a quality moft proper for per- 
fons of high rank and dignity, or of great power and 
authority ; who have fpecial opportunities to employ- 
it in weighty affairs to great advantage ; whofe im- 
dertakings being of vaft moment, do need anfwerable 
efforts to move and ^ide them. The induftry of a 
mechanic, or a ruftic, a&ing in a low and narrow 
fphere, can effeA no great matter, and therefore itfelf 
need not to be great : but the induftry of a prince, 
of a nobleman, of a gentleman, may have a large 
and potent influence, fo as to render a nation, a 
county, a town, happy, profperous, glorious, flou- 
rilhing in peace, in plenty, in virtue; it therefore 
for achieving fuch purpofes need be, and fliould be 
proportionably great ; a fmall power not being able 
to move a great weight, nor a weak caufe to produc^ 
a mighty effedt. Wherefore Cicero recommending 
Pompey for a public charge, doth reckon thefe to be 
the mferatori^e virttaes, qualities befitting a prince, or 

T 4 general. 
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a8o Of Indufiry in general. 

SERM. general, wherein he did excel % Labour in hufinefSi 
XIII. valour in dangers^ induftry in aSling^ nimblenefs inper- 
formance^ counfel in providing. — And Alexander the 
Great, reflefting on his friends degenerating into floth 
and luxury, told them that ^ it was a mofi Jlav'tjk 
thing to luxuriate^ and a mofi royal thing to labour. 

And for thofc who move in a lower orb of fub- 
jeAion or fervice, I need not Ihew how needfiil in- 
duftry is for them- Who knoweth not that, to be 
a good fubjeft, doth exaft a careful regard to the 
commands of fuperiors, and a painful diligence . in 
obferving them ? that to make a good fervant, fide- 
lity and diligence muft concur ? whereof the firft 
doth fuppofe the laft, it being a part of honefty m a 
fervant to be diligent; whence Si\i iroyn^^xai oxw^f, 
M«tt.sxT. thou wicked andjlothfuljervant^vjtxt in the Gofpel 
* ' well coupled ; and the firft epithet was grounded on 

the fecond, he being therefore wicked, becaufe he had 
been flothful. 

Neither can a man be a true friend, or a good 
neighbour, or anywife a good relative, without in- 
duftry difpofing him to undergo pains in performing 
good ofifices^ whenever need doth require, or occafion 
invite. 

In fine, it is palpable, that there is no calling of 
any fort, from the fceptre to the fpade, the manage- 
ment whereof with any good fuccefs, any credit, any 
iatisfaAion, doth not demand much work of the 
head, or of the hand, or of both. 

If wit or wifdom be the head, if honefty be the 
heart, induftry is the right hand of every vocation ; 
without which the fhrewdeft infight and the beft in- 
tention can execute nothing, 

^ Labor in negotio^ fortitudo in perlculis, indudria in agendo^ 
celeiitaft in conficiendo, coBfilium in providendo, &e. Cic, fro Uge 
Manii. 

Alex. p« 1262, 

A fiug. 
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Of Indtjiry m general. ^8 1 

A fluggard is qualified for no office, no dalUng^ no^t e:r u. 
ftadon among men ; he is a mere nobody, taking up xiii. 
room, peftering and clogging the world. 

IK It alfo may deferve our confideration, that it 
is induftry, whereto the public ftate of the worlds 
and of each commonweal therein, is indebted for its 
being, in all conveniences and embellifliments be- 
longing to life, advanced abov^ rude and fordid bar- 
barifm ; yea, whereto mankind doth owe all that good 
leammg, that morality, thofe improvements of. foul, 
which elevate us beyond brutes. 

To induftrious ftudy is to be afcribed the inven- 
tion and perfection of all thofe arts whereby hu- 
man life is civilized, and the world cultivated with 
nutnberlefs accommodations, ornaments, and beau- 
ties. 

All the comely, the ftately, the pleafant, and ufe- 
fid works which we do view with delight, or enjoy 
with comfort, induftry did contrive them, induftry 
(lid frame them. 

Induftry reared thofe magnificent fabrics, and thofe 
commodious houfes ; it formed thofe goodly piftures 
and ftatues ; it raifed thofe convenient caufeys, thofe 
bridges, thofe aqueducfts ; it planted thofe fine gar- 
dens with various flowers and fruits ; it clothed thofe 
pleafant fields with corn and grafs ; it built thofe 
fliips, whereby we plough the feas, reaping the com- 
modities of foreign regions. It hath fubje<fted all 
creatures to our command and fervice, enabling us 
to fubdue the fierceft, to catch the wildeft, to ren- 
der the gentler fort moft tradable and ufeful to us. 
It taught us from the wool of the fheep, from the 
hair of the goat, from the labours of the filk-worm, 
to weave us clothes to keep us warm, to make us 
fine and gay. It helpeth us from the inmoft bowels 
of the earth to fetch divers needful tools and uten- 
fils. 

It collected mankind into cities, and compacted 
them info orderly focieties> and devifed wholefomc 

laws. 
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d8i Of Induftry in gtntrdl. 

8 E JL ic lao^, under (heller whereof we enjo^ fafety and peace, 
xm. 'wcaWi and plenty^ mutual fuccoiir and defence, fwcct 
converfation and beneficial commerce* 

It by meditation* did invent a!l thofe fciences 
thereby our nunds are enriched and envied, our. 
manners are refined and pcdifhed^ our curiofity is (a- 
tbfied) our life is benefited. 

What is there which wc admire, or wherein wc 
delight, that pleafeth our mind, or gratifieth our 
ilbnfe, for the which we are not beholden to in- 
duftry ? 

Doth any country flourifh in wealth, in grandeur, 
in profperity ? It muft be imputed to indufhy, to 
the induftry of its governors fettling good order, to 
the induftiy of its people following profitable occu- 
pations: fo did Cato, in that notable oration of his 
m Salli]^ ', tell the Roman fenate, that it was not 
by the force of their arms, but by the induftry of 
thdr anceftors, that commonwealth did arife to luch 
a pitch of greatnefe. When floth crecpeth in, then 
all things corrupt and decay ; then the public ftatc 
doth fink into diforder, penury, and a difgraccfol 
condition. 

12. Induftry is commended to us by all forts of 
exam^e, deferving our regard and imitation. Ail 
nature is a coj^ thereof, and the whole world a 
^a&, wherein we may behold this duty repiefcnt- | 
ed to us. ^ 

Wc may eafily obferve every creature about us 
incefiantly working toward the end for which it was 
defigned, indefatigably exerdfing the powers with 
which it is endu^, diligently obfervinff the laws of 
i^ creation. Even beings void of reaton, of feiife, 
of life itfeif, do fuggeft unto us refemblances of in- 
duftry; they being fet in continual adtion toward the 

' Ut yarias ufus meditaiujo ftxtuiuieret artes 
PauUtini, &c. Virg. Gtarg* i. 

< Cat. ttpud SaihJ, tn bilk Catil 

effefting 
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t&dting reafonabie purpofes, conducing to the pre- s Ruiki. 
ferv^on of their own beings, or to the fiortherance xiii. 
of common good. ""■— """^ 

The heavens do roU about widi unwearied motion, 
die fun and Aars do perpetually dart th^r influences,; 
&e earth is ever labouring in the birth and nouriib- 
ment of plants; the plants are drawing fap, and 
Routing out fruits and feeds, to feed us and propa- 
gate themfelves ; the rivers are running, the teas are 
taffing, the winds am bluftering, to keep the ele- 
ments ^eet in which we live. 

Solomon lendeth us to the ant, and biddeth us to 
pmfider her waySj which provideth her meat in thefirni" Rro^. »i. *> 
meVy and gather eth her food in the harvefi. Many fuch *^' 
inftrudlors we may find in nature ; the like induftrir- 
ous providence we may obferve in every living crea- 
ture ; we may fee this running about, that fwim- 
imng, another flying in purveyance of its food and 
fupport. 

If we lodk up higher to rational and intelligent 
natures, ftill more nol^ and appoiite patterns do ob- 
jcft themfelves to us. 

Here below every fleld, every fliop, every ftreet, 
the hall, the exchange, the court itfclf (aU full of bur- 
iinefs, and fraught with the fruits of induftry) do 
mind us how neceflary induftry is to us. 

If we confult hiftory, we fliall there find, that Ae 
heft n^n have been moft induftrious ; that dl great 
perfons, renowned ifor heroical goodnefs, < «he w(Mrthy 
radiarchs, the holy Prophets, the blefled Apoftles,) 
•were for this moft commendable ; that, negledling 
their private eafe, tl^y did undertake difficult enter^ 
priies, they did undergo painful labours for. the be- 
nefit of mankind ; they did pfrfs their di?ys, like St^ 
Paul, fv xoiro»? xal fAop^S^oK, in labours and toilfome fains ^ % Cot. jtt 
for thofe purpofes. *7- 

Our great example, the life of our blefled Lord 
himfel^ what was it but one continual exercife of 
labour ? His mind did ever ftand bent in careful at-Aasx. 

tention, 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



2 84 Of Induftry in gthe^ah 

SERM.t^ntionj ftudying to do good. His body was ever 
xiiju moving: in weanfomc travel to the fame divine, in- 
^tent. 

If we yet foar farther in our meditation to the fu- 
perior r^ons, we ihall there find the blefled inhabi- 
tants of heaven, the courtiers and minifters of God, 
ver)^ bufy and adive; they do vigilantly wait on God's 
throne" in readinefs to receive and to difpatch his com- 
mands ; they are ever on the wing, and fly about like 
Pfai. ciii. lightning /o do his fleafure. They are attentive to our 
^"•y^ needs, and ever ready to proteA, to aflift, to relieve 
xci. II. us! Efpecially, they are diligent guardians and fuc- 
Hcb* i. 14. courers of good men ; officious ffirits^fent forth to m- 
nifter for the heirs of falvation : fo even the feat of 
perfedl reft is no place of idlehefs. 

Yea, God himfelf, although immovably and infi- 
nitely happy, is yet immenfely careful and everlaftingly 
Gen. ii. 2. bufy : he rejfted once from that great work of creation; 
Johnv. 17. but yttMy Father^ faith our Lord, workethftill\ and 
Kai. cxxi. he never will reft from his works of providence and of 
Zcc"l".'^* grace. His eyes continue watchful over the world, 
'°ch ^^^ ^^^ hands ftretched out in upholding it. *He 
xvi.9?°* Jbath a Angular regard to every creature, fupplying 
i*<**i6*^^' the needs of each, 2Xi^fatisfying the defires of all. 
Prov.v. ai/ And ftiall we alone be idle, while ail things are fo 
Pfai^* xiv t>"^y? Shall we keep our hands in our bofom, or 
15. * ' ftretch ourfelves on our beds of lazinefs, while all the 
^•***'- world about us is hard at work in piirfuing the de- 
figns of its creation ? Shall we be wanting to our- 
felves, while fo many things labour for our benefit? 
Shall not fuch a cloud of examples ftir us to fome in- 
duftry ? Not to comply with fo univerfal a pra<ftice, 
to crofs all the world, to difagree with every creature, 
is it not very monftrous and extravagant ? 

' "AyyiXQi.^ . Orfb. 

* O tu bone omnipotens, qui fie curas unumquemquc noftrnm 
tinquam fohim cures, et fic omnes tanquam fingulos. Aug, Conf» 

." iv. II. • ' -• » : ■•■ . ■ 

lihould 
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I fhould clofc all this difcourfc with that, at which, 8 e rm. 
in pitching, on this fubjeft, I chiefly did aim, an ap- xiii. 
fjlication cxhortatory to ourfelves, urging the prac- 
tice of this virtue by confiderations peculiar to us as 
fcholars, and derived from the nature of our calling. 
But the doing this requiring a larger difcourfe than 
the time now will allow of, I Ihall referve it to an- 
other Occafion ; adding only one confideration more. 

13. Laftly, if we confider, we (hall find the root 
and fource of all the inconveniences, the mifchiefs, 
the wants of which we are fo apt to complain, to be 
our floth ; and that there is hardly any of them, which 
commonly we might not eafily prevent or remove 
by induftry. Why is any man a beggar, why con- 
temptible, why ignorant, why vicious, why miferable ? 
Why, but for this one reafon, becaufe he is flothful ; 
becaufe he will not labour to rid himfelf of thofe 
evils ? What could we want, if we would but take 
the pains to feek it, either by our induftry, or by our 
devotion ? For where the firft will not do, the fecond 
cannot fail to procure any good thing from him, who 
giveth to all men liberally^ and hath promifed to fup-jam. i.5. 
ply the defeA of our ability by his free bounty ; fo 
that if we join thefe two induftries (induftrious ac- 
tion, and induftrious prayer) there is nothing in the Ai»»rii \n^ 
world fo good, or fo great, of which, if we are capa-J^jJ^*^; ,5^ 
blc, we may not afluredly become mafters : and even 
for induftry itfelf, efpecially in the performance of all n^»r»«^ 
our duties towards God, let us induftrioufly pray:g'ph%i.,8 
even fo, The God of peace fan&ify us wholly y and make^^^^^^^' 
lis perfe^ in every good work to do his will, 'forking (^i iv. ,. 
in us that which is well-pleafing in his fight ; through » ^h^^- ^* 
our blejfed Saviour Jefics Chrift^ to whom for ever ^^Hcb.xiii, 
all glory andpraife. Amen. «»• 



SERMON 
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SERMON XIV. 



Of Indulhy in our general Callings «& 
ChrifiiaiiSi. 



' ^ NotflathfMl in Bufineji, 

TSrS^^i^ is a very eminei^t virtue, bieing wise km. 
mgredient, or the parent, of all other virtues, oi coa- xiv. 
ftant ufe ppon ^1 occaiions, ami having influence 
upon all o|:fr affairs. . * 

. For it is in pur >nature framed ; aU our powers of 
foul and body being fitted for k, tending to it, j:c- 
quiring k for Uoi^ir jn'efervation a^ perfe^ion^ 

We were defigned for it in our firft h^ppy ftate ; 
and upon our lap^ thence were fardiier doomed tp it, 
a5 the fole remedy ^ our needs and the inconve^ 
nieuces to which we became expofed. For, 

Withbi\t it we cannot weU fuftain or ffseure our 
life in the ^joymepit of a»y comfort or contveijience ; 
we muft work tp earn our food, our clothii^ pur 
flielter ; and to fupply every indigency of acco^unp* 
dations, which our natuire doth crave. 

To it God hath annexed the beft and rpoft defir* 
able rewards j ifucccfs to owf undertakings^, wealth, 

honour^ 
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8 s R M, honour, wifdom, virtue, falvation ; all which as they 

XIV. flow from God's bounty, and depend on his bleffing; 

' fo from them they are ufually conveyed to us through 

our induftry, as the ordinary channel and inftniment 

of attaining them. ,. 

It is requifite to us, even for procuring eafe, and 
preventing a neceffity of immoderate labour. 

It is in itfelf fweet and fatisfacftory 5 as freeing our 
mind from diftraAion, and wrecking irrefolution ; as 
feeding us with good hope^' and yielding a foretaftc 
of its good fruits. 

It ftirnifheth us with courage to attempt, and rcfo- 
lution to achieve things needful^ worthy of us, and 
profitable to us. 

It is attended with a good confcience, and cheerful 
refleAions of having well fpent our time, and cm- 
ployed our talents to good-advantage. 

It fweeteneth our enjoyn^ents, and feafoneth our 
attainments with a delightful relilh. 

It is the guard of innocence, and bai^reth out temp- 
• tations to vice, to wantbnnefs, to vain curidfity, and 

pragmaticalnefs. 

- Itargneth an ingenuous and gfcnerbus difpofition 
of foul ; afpiring to worthy things, and purfuing 
them in the faireft way ;difdaimrig. to enjoy the com- 
mon benefits, or the fruits of other men's labour, 
without deferving them from the world, and requit- 
ing it for them. . ''/"'' 

It is neceflary for every condition and ftation, for 
every calling, for every relatibn ; no man without it 
being able to deport himfelf well in any ftat'e, to ma- 
nage any bufihefs, to difcharge any fort of duty. 

To it the world is indebted for all the culture, 
which advanceth it above rude and fordid barbarifmj 
fbrwhatever in common life is ftately, or comely, or 
ufeful, indufl:ry hath contrived it, induflry hath com- 
pofed and frarned it. 

It is recommended to us by dl fort of patterns 

confider- 
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confiderable ; for all nature is contiinually bufy and s e r m. 
adive in tendency toward its proper defigns ; hea- xiv. 
ven and earth do work in inceflant motion ; every 
living creature is employed in progging for its fufte- 
nance ; the blefled fpirits are always on the wing in 
dilpatching the commands of God, and miniftering 
fuccour to u5; God himfelf is ever watchful, and 
ever bufy in preferving the world, and providing for 
the needs of ever}'^ creature. 

The lives of our blefled Saviour, of all the Patri- 
archs, the Prophets, the Apoftles, the Saints, in this 
refjpeft have been more exemplary ; no virtue being 
more confpicuous in their pradlice than induftry in 
performing the hard duties and painful talks impofed 
on them for the fervice of God, and the benefit of 
n^ankind. 

Such is the virtue upon which I have formerly dif- 
courfed in general and at large ; but fhall now more 
fpccially conlider, according to St. Paul's prefcrip^ 
tion, in reference to its moft proper matter, bufinefs^ 
explaining and preffing it accordingly. 

Be not Jlothful in bufinefsy (that is, in difcharge of 
it,) or to bufinefs, (that is, to undertake it :) this is the 
rule ; the nature and needfulnefs whereof we fliall de^ 
clarc. 

By «pir»^ii, buJinefSf we may underftand any objeft of 
our care and endeavours which doth require them^ 
and may deferve them ; which by reafon of its difficulty 
cannot well be accomplilhed or attained without them ; 
and which is produ<ftive of fome fruit or recompence 
anfwerable to them ; the which hath oper^ caufamy a 
need of labour, and opera pretium^ fome effect: worth 
our pains: if it be not fuch, it is not a due matter of 
virtuous and laudable induftry. 

There are many things, about which men with 
great earneftnefs employ themfelves, called bufinefs, 
but not deferving that name .: there are divers fpu- 
rious kinds of induftry, which may not preterid to 
commendation, but rather do merit blame; accordr 

Vol. I. u ing 
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•6 E R M. ing to ttat of St. Chryfoftom *, Labour which hdihrh 

XIV. frojity camiot obtain any praife. 

* There is a xtvoo-flra^/a, a vain induftry, and a x«xc- 

frmSloLy a naughty induftry, both agreeing with genu- 
ine virtuous induftry in the aft, as implying careful 
and painful activity, but difcording from Tt in ob- 
je<ft and defign ; and confequendy in worth and 
moral efteem. 

Aliud agere^ to be impertinentiy bufy, doing that 
which conduceth to no good purpofe, is in fome re- 
fpedl worfe than to do nothing, or to forbear all 
aftion ; for it is a pofitive abufe of our faculties, 
and trifling with God*s gifb*'; it is a throwing 
away labour and care, things valuable in themfelv^ ; 
it is often a running out of the way, which is worfe 
than ftanding ftill ; it is a debaling our reafon, and 
declining from our manhood, nothing being more 
foolifh or childifh, than to be folicitous and ferioiis 
about trifles t for who ate more bufy and aftive than 
children ? who are fuller of thoughts and defigns, or 
more eager in profecution of them, than they ? But 
all is about ridiculous toys, the Ihadows of bufinefi, 
fuggefted to them by apilh curiofity and imita- 
tion. Of fucK induftry we may underftand that of 

Eccief.x, the Preacher, The labour of the fooUJh wearieth every 

*5« one of them ; for that a man foon will be weary of 

that labour, which yieldeth no profit, or beneficial 
return. 

* Iloroc (fSv nifhi 9X^9, lyiuffAUi varrh uwtrifvrm, Cbtyfofi, tom. 5* 
Orat 64. 

^ "AXAat yag ihpl f iXovent r^r kimow^v o^t^ofAi v if roTg i|pyoK orw 
voX^OKK^ % T^ Toy fUv IK oHif^ vontfp tial ahtapi^, to* ^i irntft TV 
Toly ffVfApfonuf mu KuatrtkSif. Plut. de comnam, not, p. 1949. £dit. 
Stcph. 

S^vl^o^iiy xa» voviiv weuhaq x*f^' W^wf faivtreu not X»flu> vomAx^* 
Jrjfi. Etb. X. 6. 

H ifrh fAhUfioTf awaSi fUfAi]/!* fi^u, Plui, ibid. 

Fid. deglor. Atb, p. 621. 

0» ffwa^ei^ftmi i » toht 7iXoiok> » To^ owivMif tffWftM M»rttyiK»r^» 
Cat.Maj.afudrPlutiinJfobb. 

But 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



as Chriftians. 291 

But there is another induftry worfe than that,sERM. 
when men are very bufy in deviling and compaffing xiv. 
mifchiefs; an induftry whereof the Devil affbrdeth a ~~7" 
""great inftance ; for the curfed fiend is very diligent, 31. 
ever watching for occafions to fupplant us, ever^j^^'**^' 
plotting methods and means to do harm, ever driving 
on his mifchievous defigns with unwearied adlivity ; 
ping to and fro in the earth ; running about as a roar- Job i. 7. 
ing lion, looking for prey, zxAJeeking whom he may^ ^^^'^^ ®* 
devour. 

And his wicked brood are commonly like him, 
\^\Vi^ workers of imquity^y 01 leovnpol, painful men, oiPfal. Ti. 8. 
Tavapyoj, men that will do all things ; who will fpare 
no pains, nor leave any ftone unturned, for fatisfying 
their lufts, and accomplifhing their bad defigns. 

So indeed it is, that as no great good, fo neither 
can any great mifchief be effedled without much 
pains : and if we confider either the characters or 
the pradlices of thofe, who have been famous mif- 
chief- doers, the pefts of mankind and difturbers of 
the world, we fhall find them to have been no flug- 
gards 4. 

Thefe two forts of vain and bad induftry the Pro- 
phet Ifaiah feemeth to defcribe in thofe words ; TheyusL, Ux. 5. 
hatch cockatrice* eggs, and weave thefpiders web ; of 
which exprefidons one may denote mifchievous, the 
other frivolous dihgence in contrivance or execution 
of naughty or vain defigns ; and to them both that 
of the Prophet Hofea may be referred ; They have^oCvWir* 
/own the wind, and they Jhatl reap the whirlwind^ guilt, xxxiv!*a. 
remorfe, and punifhment being the confequences of p^^- "'»>• 
both. And of them both common experience dothfiof. x. 13. 
afford very frequent and obvious inftances, a great 
part of human life being taken up with them. For, 

How afliduoufly intent and eager may we obferve 
men to be at fports ! How foon will they rife to go 

^ 'E^aTfti TQ( d^n.\at. Luke xiii. 27. 
^ Catiline^ Marius, StUico^ Csfar^ &o. 

u % forth 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



292 Of Indufiry hi our general Callings 

8 B R M. forth to them ! With what conftancy and patience 
XIV. will they toil in them all the day! How indefatiga- 
ble are they in riding, or running about after a dog 
or a hawk, to catch a poor beaft or filly bird 1 

How long will men fit poring on their games % 
dilbenfing with their food and fleep for it ! 

How long and ferious attention will men yield to 
a wanton play ! How many hours will they content- 
edly fit thereat! What ftudy will men employ on 
jefts and impertinent wit ! How earneft will they be 
to fatisfy their vain curiofity ! 

How in fuch cafes do men forget what they arc 
doing, that fport fhould be fport ^ not work ; io 
divert and relax us, not to employ and bufy us ; to 
take off our minds a little, not wholly to take them 
up ; not to exhauft or tire our fpirits, but to rcfireih 
and cheer them, that they may become more fit for 
grave and ferious occupations ! 
Jtr.u.13. How painfld will others be in hewing them out 
cifternSy broken cijlerns^ that will hold no water ; that is, 
in immoderate purfuit of worldly defigns ! How ftu- 
dioufly will they plod, how reftlefsly will they trudge, 
what carking and drudgery will they endure in driving 
on projeAs of ambition and avarice ! What will not 
they gladly do or fuflfer, to get a litde preferment, 
or a little profit ? It was a common praftice of old, 
and fure the world is not greatly mended fince the 
Kai.xxxix. Pfalmifl: did thus , refleift. Surely every man walketh 
in a vainjhew ; Jurely they are difyuieted in vain : hi • 
heapeth up riches y and cannot tell who Jhall gather them* 

How many vigilant and fl:out purfuers are there 

of fenfuality and riotous excels ; fuch as thofe of 

lia.T,ii. whom the Prophet fpeaketh. Wo unto them thdt ri/i 

ut early in the mornings that they may follow Jlrmg 

drink ; that continue until nighty till wine inflame them! 

* Xvni^ct K»i »i ^iX^xvCm tvKTas r/jbcl^K iffvfoi tuu iworu, x«l i^* 
a»n( ihni vt^itrtm UB, Orat. 3 1. 

' T5 y»f em waX^rta ^T m^H9* Plut, 

How 
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How bufy (O fhame, O mifery ! how fiercely bufy) js e a m. 
w fome in a^compliihing delign$ of malice and rer xiv. 
venge ! How intent are fon^ to overreach, to cir* ' 
cumvent, to fuppiapt their neighboui; ! How fore 
pains will fome takg to feduce, corrupt, or debauch 
others ! IJow adtive wiJJ fome be in fowing ftrifes, 
in faifing facftiQns, jin fomenting diforders in the 
wQTJd ! jHow maay induflyious flavps hath the De- 
yils, \yho will fpar^ np pains about any kind of 
work, which he putteth them to 1 How many like 
thpfe of wfoom the wife man faith. Their feet run /oPfov.i. i6. 
pvily and are ftvift in running to m^chief: they Jleep \l\ \^\ 
noty except they have done mtfcbief\ and their Jleep is 
taken aivay, unlejs they cau/efome to fall! 

Now with all thefe labourers we may well expof- 
tulate in the words erf the Prophet ; Wherefore aoyeu^. !▼. 2, 
fpend money for that which is not hread, and your la^ 
hour for that which fatisjieth not ? 

Such labours are unworthy of n^n, much lefs do 
they befeem Chriilians. 

It becometh us not as rational creatures to employ 
the excellent gifts of our nature, and noble faculties 
of our high-born foul, the forces of our mind, the 
advantages of our fortune, our precious time, our 
very care and labour, vainly or unprofitably upon 
any thing bafe or mean : being that our reafon is 
capable of achieving great and worthy things, we 
much debafe it by Hooping to regard toys, we do 
extremely abufe it by working mifchief. 

Much more doth it miibecome us as Chrifkians 
(that is, perfons devoted to fo high a calling, ^bo 
have fo worthy employments afligned to us, Xo gfo- 
rious hopes, fo rich encouragements propofed to lUsEph.i. is. 
for our work) to fpend our thoughts and endeavours 
on things impertinent to our great delign, or mainly 
thwarting it. 

U3 The 
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SEKiHL. The proper matter and objeft of our induftry 
XIV. (thofe falfe ones being excluded) is true bulinefs; or 
that which is incumbent on a man to do, either in 
way of duty, being required by God, or by diilate 
of reafon, as conducing to fome good purpofe ; fo 
that in efFeft it will turn to account, and finally in 
advantageous return will pay him for his labour of 
mind or body ; that which the wife man did intend, 

Eccief. ix. when he advifed. Whatever thy handfindeth to do^ do 
it with all thy might \ whatever thy hand findeth, 
that is, whatever by divine appointment, (by the 
command or providence of God,) or which, upon 
rational deliberation, doth occur as matter of our 
aftion ; comprifing every good purpofe and reafon- 
able undertaking incident to us. 

But our bufinefs, according to the holy Apoftle's 
intent, may be fuppofed efpecially to be the work of 
our calling ; to which each man hath a peculiar ob- 
ligation ; and which therefore is moft properly his 
bufinefs, or % <nr»iri emphatically, the bufinefs allotted 
to him. 

Now this bufinefs, our calling, is double; our 
general calling, which is common to us all as Chrif- 
tians, and our particular calling, which peculiarly be* 
longeth to us, as placed in a certain fl:ation, either in 
the church or fl:ate. In both which vocations that 
we are much obliged and concerned to be induf- 
trious, fhall be now my bufinefs to declare. 

I. As to our general calling, {thzt JiiMime, that 
heavenly i that holy vocation ^,) in which by divine 
grace, according to the evangelical difpenfation, we 
are engaged, that neceflarily requireth and moft 
highly deterveth from us a great meafure of induftry ; 
the nature and defign of it requireth, the fruit and 
refult of it deferveth our utmoft diligence ; all floth 
is inconfiflent with difcharging the duties, with cn- 

^ 'H »w K>Siffn. Phil. iii. 14. KX^ai? iTJsfpawo?. Heb. iii. I. '^y** 
xX^<y»f. 2 Tim. i. 9. Eph. i. 18. 2 Thcff. i. 11. 

, joying 
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joying the hopes, with obtaining the benefits thereof, s e r m. 
For, XIV. 

It is a ftate of continual work, and is expreffed in ^ 

terms importing abundant, inceflant, intenfe care 
and pain ; for to be indeed Chriftians, We muft work^n u. 12. 
out ourfalvation with fear and trembling ; we muft 
hy patient contitmance in well doing feek for glory , and Rom. n. j, 
honour J and immortality. We muft walk worthy of the Co\, \. 10. 
Lordyto all well pleafing^ being fruitful in every good]^^^' ^^\ 
work. We muft be rich in good works y ^xiA filled withmx, \,\u 
the fruits of right eoufnefs^ which are by Jefus Chrift tjof^^^'^''' 5» 
the prai/e and glory of God. We are God's workman-Eph* n lo, 
fiip created in Chrift Jefus unto good works ^ which God 
hath before ordained that wejhould walk in them. 

We have a foul to favc, and are appointed u^ *£f »- x Thcff. t. 
»o/ij(riv (TWTHf /«c, to make an acquift offalvation. 5* 

We have a mind to improve with virtue and 
wifdom, qualifying us for entrance into heaven, for 
enjoyment of God*s favour, for converlation with 
angels. 

As Chriftians we are aflumed to be fervants ofiThcflii. 
God, and readmitted into his family, from which ^"^^j^j ^jj^ 
for our difloyalty we had been difcarded; fo that asvi.12. 
he was our natural Lord, fo he is now fuch alfo by ^p^* "• ^^* 
fpecial grace ; who did make us, who doth maintain 
us, under whofe protecftion and at whofe difpofal we 
fubfift ; whence we are obliged to be faithfully dili- 
gent in his fervice : we muft conftantly wait upon 
him in devotional addrefles ; we muft carefully ftudy 
to know his pleafure ; we muft endeavour exadlly toEph. v. io._ 
perform his will, and obey his commands; we niuftLu^*^/.***' 
ftrive to advance his glory, to promote his intereft, 28. 
to improve all talents and advantages committed to^*"*"^' 
us for thofe purpofes ; we muft, as St. Paul ex- 1 Cor. xt. 
prefleth it, always abound in the work of the Lord. ^^j ... 

We muft alfo look upon ourfelves as fervants ofEph.^i.?.' 
Chrift our Redeemer ; who by his blood hath pur-^^^^^^* 
chafed us to himfelf, that we might be zealous ofgood'Uu u. 14. 
works ; performing a fervice to him, which confift- 
^th in a faithful difcharge of manifold duties, and. 

U4 \xi. 
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s E R M. in purfuance o^ all virtue ; with moft intent appli- 
XIV. cation of mind, with expedite promptitude, with 
^ ^^ i ^, accurate circumfpedlion ; giving all diligence^ as St* 
2flnr)^» »•- Peter fpeaketh, in adding one virtue to another ; 
3J!JItSr' ^^% ready i as St. Paul laith, to every good work ; 
Tit. iii. 1. 2iXiA feeing that we walk circumfpe^ly^ or behave our- 
Bx^mrJ^fclves exaftly according to the rules of duty in all 
^^^. our converfation. 

Eph. vi.Vs. This fervice requireth of us afltduous attendance oh 
Rota. »ii. works of piety and devotion ; that we do inceffhnffy 
I Theff. T. watch to prayer J that we always give thanks, that we 
Luke xYiii ^^^^^^^^^h ^^ ^ff^^ ^t thefacrifice tftraife to God. 
I. *^"' It demandeth from us a continual tabour of charity, 
Ig!^*^'^' that vitferve one another in love ; that we Ihould, as 
Eph. V. ao. ive have opportunity , work good tD all men, that we 
Steb."xiii ^ fliould always purfue good toward one another , and t(h 
ic, * ward all men. 

K^t*^'^' ^^ obligeth us with all our powers to purfite pern 
ikyAitns. with all men y (which, confidenng our natural peevifh- 
AjiiZUi' nefs, pride, and perverfenefs, is often no ealy talk,) 
Oai. Ti. xo. and that we do trimiilav^ftudiotifly endeavour to keep 
'^*^*'f*^ the unity of thefpirit in the bond of peace. 
1 Theff. V. It chargeth on us contentedly and patiently to 
Rx«n. xii. undergo whatever God doth impofe of burthen or 
j8- ^ fufFerance, fo that patience hath its perfeS work ; and 
HcC^r 5^ is a crabbed work to bend our ftifF inclinations, 
'4. .. to quell our refradVory paffions, to make our fturdy 
3^im.ii. hm^Qur buckle thereto. 

feph. iv. 3. It doth exa61: that we ihould govern and regulate 
*^' *' ** according to very ftrift and fevere laws all the facul- 
ties of our foul, all the members of our body, all 
internal motion, and all external adlions proceeding 
from us ; that we fhould check our inclinations, 
curb our appetites, and compofe our paffions ; that 
we Ihould guard our hearts from vain thoughts and 
bad defires ; that we fhould bridle our tongues from 
evil and from idle difcourfes ; that we fhould order 
our fteps in the ftraight way of righteoufnefs, not de- 
^efting to the right hand or to the left. 

In the difcharge of this fervipe hovy many rough 

diffi- 
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difficulties are there to be furmounted, how manySERM. 
great obftacles to be removed, how many ftout op- xiv. 
pofitions to be encountered, how many potent ene- 
mies to be vanquiflied, how many fore hardihips, 
crofles, and tribulations to be endured ! 

How flirewd a talk muft we find ii to circomcife 
our hearts, to mortify our earthly members, to cru- 
cify otir flefli witti its aflfedions and lufts, to puli out 
f)ur right eyes, and cut ofF our right hands, to r&- 
ftounce our worldly mtereft, to hate <mt neareft re^ 
lations, to take up and bear our cfofs, whenever 
confcietiee and duty fhall call us thereto ! 

Our calling therefor^ doth require great induftry ; 
and the bulinefs of it confequently is well reprefcnted 
by thofc perfotmances, which demand the greateft 
intention^ and laborious activity ; it is ftyled ^ercifey 
(agoniflk and afcetk exercife ; yw/it»a^« ir*auTcv ^^f^^aTxxr'' 
fJo-iCfiav, Exercife thy/elf to godiinejii and iv t»t« ^£ aJiif 16. 
aVxw, Herein I exercife myfetfto have always a confcience ^^^' *"• 
-voidof offence toward God and toward men\) wr^//«^,Eph.vi. 12. 
{iixwf t vdxfiy our wrefiling is not only againftflejh ^«^ J*^V*ix/' 
hlood^ hut "Againfi principalities and powers ;) running a 24. 
race, {Let us run with patience the race that isfet b^ore^^^]:^^^ 
us: So run that ye may obtain: I prefs toward the markiT\m,uifi\ 
for the prize of the high calling\) a warfare^ a combat- i^,^* J.*^ 
ing^ {JVar a good warfare, holding faith and a good con- 1 Cor. i^ 
fctence: Fight the good fight: Thou therefore endure hard- ]^^^^^ j^^ 
fhip^ as a goodfoldier ofJefiis Chrift : Every man that i^- 
ftrivethfor the fnafiery is temperate in all things \) offer- 5. * * ^ 
ing violence J {The kingdom of heaven fuffereth violence^ ^ Cor. xvi. 
and the violent take it by force \) watching^ {Let us not M«t. xxvi. 
fteep as do others ^ but let us watch and befober: Watch ^^^ »*>^- 
ye^Jlandfafi in the faith, quit you like men, befirong :iuktriu 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation,) 3^-^^ ^ ^ 

Hence the precepts importing the general tenor Apoc.iii.i. 
of Chriftian practice are ufually couched in terms '^^^^5- 
implying great fedulity and contention of foul ; 'Ay«- Luke xiii. 
vi^iffSf, Strive to enter in at thejiraight gate : Let us |tirj^^ 
labour therefore to enter into that rejt : Labour not fort^*^- 
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8 E R M. the meat that perijheth, but for that meat which endureik 
XIV. to everlajiing life. Give diligence to make your calling 
•Ep^^^rS^. and election Jure. Gird up the loins of your mind, bejb- 
?«Slil«.'*^^^ ^^ *^^ ^^ ^*^ ^- ff^^refore, brethren, feeing 
a Pet. i. loJhat ye look for fiich things , be diligent , that ye may be 
Lu^cxii!^*/^"^ (jfA/wi in peace, without ^ot and blamelefs. 
1$. ' Such is the work of our general. calUng, ^d fo 
f^JUIlJ^much induftry it challengeth from us ; with great 
14- reafon indeed, for that fuch work is needful to our 

happinefs, and that our labour will certainly be re- 
warded therewith. 

The work indeed of itfelf is moft worthy to em- 
ploy us, doth moft become us, doth much adorn 
us, doth beft befit our divine extraftion and large 
capacity ; is the nobleft, the handfomeft, the fweet- 
eft employment that could take us up ; but we 
johniv. have alfo the greateift inducements and encourage- 
3^- ments poflible for our induftry therein. 

There are, by the divine bounty and mercy, wages 
afligned abundantly correfpondent to our work, yea, 
Matt. v.ii. infinitely furpafling it ; there is *oXuc /sakt^oc, a great 
(or a manifold) hire for our flender and fimple per- 
formances ; there are feveral noble prizes highly 
worth our ftriving for with our utmoft ftrength and 
contention of foul. 

In recompence thereof we fhall afluredly gain 
even here in this tranfitory ftate the fpecial favour 
and love of God, with his conftant protedlion and 
Pf.xxxiv.p.care of our good * ; his faithful diredlion and friendly 
xx^^in.'i"* afBftance to guide us and uphold us in all our ways, 
xxxvii. 3, to blefs and profper our undertakings, to fupply us 
pf.'xci. 10. in our needs, and comfort us in our diftreffes ; fo 
Prov, xii. that we Ihall lack nothing that is good, that no evil 
Rwn. viii. Jkall happen to us, that all things fhall concur and co^ 
3^* operate for our benefit. 

We fhall thereby tafte the fatisfadions of a caln^ 
mind, and a found confcience, quickened by the 

* Rom. xiv. J 8. He that in thefe things ferveth Cbrifi, is accffta- 
hk to God, afid approved of mm. . . 

con- 
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confolations of the divine Spirit; the peace of Gods Elk Ml 
ruling in our hearts^ which pajfeth all underftanding. xiv. 

We fhall afterward^ when this moment is pafledcoi. in. 15. 
over, and our Ihort day's work difpatched, receive Ph»i.»v. 7. 
from God's bountiful hand an unconceivable afflu- 
ence 6f good things, an eternal permanence of life ;Jam.i, xz. 
undiffurbed reft, indefeaihle wealth, ineffable joy, in-J^^;.^;^ 
corruptible glory, a kingdom unjhakahle. *5- 

He, faith our Lord, that reapeth, receiveth wageSy^oYmin.is. 
and gathereth fruit unto life everlajimg. 

To them, faith St. Paul, who, hy patient continuance 
in well doing, feek for glory , and honour, and immortaU*^^*^^^**-' 
ity, God in reconipence will bejlow eternal life. And, ^'^^' '^' ^* 

I have, faith that blefled labourer of himfelf,/(?Mf A/i Tim. in 
the good fight, 1 have finifhed my courfe, I have kept^' • : 
the faith ; henceforth there is laid up for me a crown- 
of right eoufnefs. 

What more effeftual Ipur or incentive can there 
be to induftry in this bunnefs, than to confider that 
which St. Paul fo often doth inculcate; Knowing M^/Eph.^vi^8. 
whatfoever gqod thing any man doeth, the fame (a re* 10. 
eompence for the fame) he fhall receive of the Lord ; 
and knowing that (in confideration of our fervice Coi. iii. 24. 
done to the Lord) of the Lord we fhall receive the re- 
ward of the inheritance ? 

What exhortation can be more firmly grounded, 
or ftrongly backed, than is that of the Apoftle, 
Therefore, my brethren, beyefieadfafl, unmoveable, aU i Cor. xt. 
ways abounding in the ivork of the Lord, forafmuch as ^ ' 
ye know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord. 

May it not alfo much encourage us to induftry, to 
be affured, that not only the kind of our work, but 
the degree of our labour fhall be confidered and re- 
quited, in juft proportion ; fo that the harder we 
tvork, the higher we fhall be rewarded ; for to each/^^^^^ 
one, faith our Lord, the Son of man fhall render a r^-i*««'r- . 

7 NX /*.»-* J' 'i T ^ r Matt, xvu 

ward xfltra Ttjv -Grpotj^iv auT», according to ms performance, z-j. 
Every ow^, faith St. VzxIX, fhall receive Ulov (/.kt^ov xari i ^^*"- *"• 

Rev. xxii. iz. ii. 23. Matt. xxv. 21. Luk« xix. 12. 
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f B R. M. TGv r^iov x^7ov, his proper reward according to his prth^ 
XIV. per work ; whence we have reafon to obferve St, 
iuf^i, irxif- John's advice, Looi toy our/elves y thai ye lofe not thofe 
ip iT«x#. thi^igs which ye have gained, but that ye receive a full 
/Johns, reward. 

To be negligent or flothful in fuch a cafS?, for want 
of a little c^e and pains to forfeit fuch advan|;ages, 
what a pity, what a folly is it ! Were an opportunity 

Sre£ented, by a little minding pur buiinels, and be- 
irring ourfelves, to proctire a fair eftatc, or a goo4 
preferment^ would not he be deemed mad or fottidi, 
who would lit Hill, and forego that his advantage \ 
How much more wildnefs is it to be drowfy an4 
fluggifh in this cafe, thereby lolii^ eternal blifs and 
Heb. ii. 3. glory ! Well therefore might the Apoftle fay, How 
Jhall we efcape^ if we neglect fo great falvatwn ? How 
Ihall we efcape, not only the fin and guilt of bafeft 
ingratitude toward him that gracioufly doth offer it, 
but the imputation of moft wretched folly, in be- 
ing fo much wanting to our own intereft and wel- 
fare ? 

Is it not a fad thing, a woful fhame, to obferve 
what pains men will throw away upon things di 
fmall or no concernment to them ? Yea, what toil 
and drudgery will they fuftain in the fervice of Satan, 
in purfuit of fin^ in tne gratification of their vanities 
and lufts. 

What pains will a covetous wretch take in faaping 
for pelf ! How will he rack his mind with carking fo- 
licitude to get, to keep, to fpare it ! How will he tire 
his fpirits with reftlels travel ! How will he pinch 
his carcafe for want of what nature craveth ! What 
infamy and obloquy will he endure for his niggardly 
parfimony and fordidnefs I 

How much labour will an ambitious fop undergo 
for preferment, or vain honour ! Tp how many te- 
dious attendances, to how pitiful fervilities will 
he fubmit! What fore crofles and difappointments 

will 
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will he fwallow ! What affronts and indignities wiJlsERM. 
he patiently digeft, without defifting from his enter- xiv, 
prife ! ~"~""" 

How will a man, as St. Paul obferved, nfivrot iy-xcor.ix. 
xfar^uKT^ai, endure all painful abftinence and conti.*5« 
ncnce, in order to the obtaining a corruptible crown^ 
a fading garland of bays, a pufFof vain applaufe ! 

What diligence will men ufe to compafs the enjoy- 
ment of forbidden pleafures ; how watchful in catcn- 
ing opportunities, how eager in queft of them wiH 
they be ! What difficulties will they undertake, 
what hazards will they incur, what damages and in- 
conveniences will they fuftain, rather than fail of 
fatisfying their defires ! 

What achings of head and heart ; what pangs of 
mind, and gripes of confcience ; what anxieties of re- 
gret and fear will every worker of iniquity undergo ! 
So faithful friends hath this vain and evil world ; fo 
diligent fervants hath the accurfed lord thereof; fo 
careful and laborious will men be to deftroy and 
damn themfelves. O that we could be willing to Chryf. 
fjpend as much care and pains in the fervice of our**^'^" 
God ! O that we were as true friends of ourfelves I 
O that we could be as indufhious for our falvation f 
that is, in the bufinefs of our general calling : which 
having confidered, let us proceed to the other bufi- 
nefs belonging to us, which is, 

II. The bufinefs of our particular calling ; that in 
reference whereto St. Paul doth prefcribe, jEv^ry wtf* i Cor. ▼». 
as the Lord hath called hmi,fo let htm walk. Let every '^' ^' • 
num abide in the fame calling wherein he was called^ let 
him fo abide, as faithfully to profecute the work, 
aftd difcharge the duty of it ; the doing which others 
^here he tcrmeth it^imtviwf t« ?A«, to do our own hifi^ i Theff. ir, 
nefs^ {working with our hands,) and enjoineth it in op- Ep'h.iv. aS. 
pofition to mofe two great pefts of life, floth and 
pragmatical curiofity; or the negleft of our own, and 
meddling with other men's affairs. 

This the Apoftle nameth our callings becaufe w* 

are 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



3oa Of Jndufiry in dur general Calling, 

SB R M.are called or appointed thereto by divine Providence; 

xiv. for he fuppofeth and taketh it for granted, that to 

*" each man in this worid God hath affigned a certain 

, llation, unto which peculiar acftion is fuited ; in 

which ftation he biddeth him quietly to abide, till 

iCor.vii. Providence fairly doth tranflate him, and during 

**• his abode therein diligently to execute the work 

thereof. 

, Every man is a member of a double body ; of the 

civil commonwealth, and of the Chriftian church : 

in relation to the latter, whereof St. Paul telleth us, 

(and what he faith by parity of reafon may be re- 

iCor.xii. ferred likewife to the former,) that God hath fet th 

**• members every one in the body^ as it pleafeth him ; and 

as it is in the natural, fo it is in every political and 

fpiritual body, every member hath its proper ufe and 

Rom. xii. fuudliou ; All members, faith St. Paul, have not rh 

^ auTiiv wf«g*v, the fame office^ or the lame work and 

operation; yet every one hath fome work. There 

is no member defigned to be idle or ufelefs, con- 

Eph.iv.x6.ferring no benefit to the whole ; but the whole body, 

faith the ApoMCf ^tly joined together, and compared 

by that which every joint fupflieth^ according to the ef- 

feShial working in the meafure of every part maketkirh 

creafe of the body, unto the edifying itfetfin love ; each 

member doth confpire and cooperate to the ftrength, 

nourifhment, thriving, and welfare of the whole. 

'Ej^fv^ty Every man (who continueth a man, in his fenfes, 

ife'®"/*or in any good degree of natural integrity) is by 

«7. God endowed with competent abilities to difcharge 

fome function ufeful to conimon good, or at le^ 

needful to his own fuftenarrce ; to every one fome 

talent is committed, which in fubordination to God's 

fervice he may improve to the benefit of the world, 

God's temporal, or of the church, God's fpiritual 

kingdom. 

It is plainly necefTary, that the greateft part of 
men Ihould have a determinate work allotted to 
them, that they may fupport. their life and get their 

food, 
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food, without being injurious, bflfenfive, or burthen- s e k m. 
fome to others ; for their living they muft either xiv. 

follow fome trade, or they muft fhark and filch, or ^ 

they muft beg, or they muft ftarve. 

And the reft are obliged to.dofomewhat condu- 
dble to public good, that they may deferve to live ; 
for a drone Ihould not be among the bees, nor hath 
right to devour the honey. If any man doth pretend, 
orprefume that he hath nothing to do but to eat, 
to tLt€pj to play, to laugh, to enjoy his eafe, his 
pleafure, his humour, he thereby doth as it were dif- 
claim a reafonable title of living among men, and 
Iharing in the fruits of their indufey ; he, in St. Paul's 
judgment, Ihould be debarred of food, for this^ faith 
the holy Apoftle, we commanded you, that if any man ^'^^-^^^ 
would not work, neither Jhould he eat. '®' 

Such an one in the body of men, what is he but 
an unnatural excrefcence, fucking nutriment from it, 
without yielding ornament or ufe ? What is he but 
a wen deforming and encumbering the body, or a 
canker infefting and corrupting it. 

As no man (at leaft with decency, convenience, 
and comfort) can live in the world, without being 
obliged to divers other men for their help in provid- 
ing accommodations for him; fo juftice and inge- 
nuity, corroborated by divine fanftions, do require 
of him, that in commutation he, one way or other, 
Ihould undertake fome pains redounding to the be- 
nefit of others. 

So hath the great Author of order diftributed the 
ranks and offices of men in order to mutual benefit 
and comfort, that one man fhould plough, another 
threfh, another grind, another labour at the forge, 
another knit or weave, another fail, another trade, 
another fupervife all thefe, labouring to keep them all 
in order and peace ; that one Ihould work with his 
hands and feet, another with his head and tongue ; . 
all confpiring to one common end, the welfare of the 
whole, and the fupply of what is ufefiil to each par- 
ticular 
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SERMttkular tti^nber; every man fo recipmcaUy obligiog 
XIV. and being obliged; the prince being obliged to the 
""" hufbandman for his bread, to the weaver for his 
clothes, to the mafon for his palace, to the fmith for 
his fword ; thofe being all obliged to him for his vi- 
gilant care in prote<$ing them, for their fecurity ia 
purfuing the work, and enjdying the fruit of their 
mduftry. 

So ^very man bath a calling and proper buiinefs ; 
whereto that induftr)'^ is required, I need not much to 
prove, the thir^ itfelf in reafoh and experience beittg 
fo clearly evident ; for what buiinefs can be well dit 
patched, what fuccefs can^be expedled to any under- 
mking, in what calling can any man thrive, without 
indyftry ? What buiinefs is there that will go on of 
itfelf, or proceed to any good ifllie, if we do not care- 
fully look to it, fteadily hold it in its courfe, con- 
ftantly pulh iand drive it forward ? It is true, as in 
nature, fo in all affairs, Nihil movtt non motuniy no- 
thing moveth without being moved. 

Our own intereft Ihould move us to be induftrious 
in our calling, th^t we may obtain the good dFeds 
of being fo in a comfortable and creditable fubfift- 
ence ; that we may not fuffer the damages and wants> 
the di&ppointments and difgraces enfuing on Hoth : 
but the chief motive Ihould be from piety and con- 
fcience ; for that it is a duty which we owe to God. 
For God having placed us in our ftation, he having 
apportioned to us our talk, we being in tranfa<ftion 
I Cor. iv. of our buiinefs his fervants, we tio owe to him that 
*' nccefliry property of good fervants, without which 

fidelity cannot fublift; for how can he. be looked 
on as a faithful fervant, who doth not effetftually per- 
form the work dxarged on him, or diligently execute 
the orders of his matter ? 
Col. iii. aa. St. Paul doth enjoin fervants, that they Ihould in 
1 Cor vih all things obey their mqftersy with confcienrious regard 
«»»*i- tp God, as therein performing fervice to God, and 
expediog recompile from him : and of princes be 

iaitb, 
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faith, that they, in difpenfation of juftice, ena<5ling s e r m. 
laws, impofing taxes, and all political adminiftra- xiv. 
tions, arc the minifters ofGod^ 7rpb(rxafT£f8VT£f, attending ^on,^ 3^11. 
conftantly upon this very thing : and if thefe extremes, 6- 
the higheft and loweft of all vocarions, are fervices 
of God ; if the higheft upon that fcore be tied to 
fo much diligence, riien furely all middle places upon 
the fame account of confcicnce toward God do exaft 
no lefs. 

If he that hath one talent, and he that hath ten, 
muft both improve them for Grod's intereft ; then he 
that hath two, or three, or more, is obliged to the 
fanae duty proportionably. 

Every one mould coniider the world as the family 
of that great Paterfamilias, (of whom the whole f amity EphMiis. 
in heaven and earth is named^) and himielf as an of- 
ficer or fervant therein, by God's will and defignation 
conftituted in that employment, into which Provi- 
dence hath caft him ; to confer, in his order and way, 
fomewhat toward a provilfon for the maintenance of 
himfelf, and of his fellow-fervants. Of a fuperior of- 
ficer our Lord feith, Who is that faithful ana wifefer- Matt. xxiv. 
vant\ whom his Lord hath made ruler over his houfe-P- 

111 ' 1 1 ' ' 1 r /> 9i n t Luke Xll. 

noldy to give them their meat tn due feafonr So tne4z. 
greateft men are as ftewards, treafurers, comptrollers, 
©r purveyors ; the reft are inferior fervants, in their 
proper rank and capacity. 

And he that witn diligence performeth his refjjec- 
tive duty (be it high and honourable, or mean and 
contemptible in outward appearance) will pleafe God, 
as keeping good order, and as being ufeful to his 
fervice; fo that, upon the reckoning, God will fay to 
him. Well done, good and faithful fervant , thou haft i Cor. xiv. 
been faithful over a few things \ I will make thee ^w/^^Matt.xxv. 
over many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.^i^ 
But he that doth otherwife (behaving himfelf care- 
lefsly or fluggilhly in his bufinefs) will offend God, as 
committing diforder, and as being unprofitable. 

He committeth diforder, according to that of St. 
VOL. I. X Paul i 
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8 E R M. Paul ; JVe hear there are fome, which walk among ym 

XIV. diforderlyy not working at all. His fentence and doom 

... will be, according to our Lord, thou wicked and 

II. * Jlothfulfervant — Cajl the unprofitable fervant into utter 

Matt.^xxv. darknefs ; which words are fpoken in relation to one, 

who being a flatterer, or lluggard in his calling, did 

not improve the fpecial talent entrufled with him for 

Qod's fervice. 

In fine, if we are confcientioufly induftrious in our 
vocation, we fliall afluredly find the blelfing of God 
thereon ; and that he thereby will convey good fuc- 
pefs, comfort, competent wealth, a fair reputation, 
all defirable good unto us ; for as all thefe things are 
promifed to induftry, fo the promife efpecially doth 
belong to that induftry, which a man doth exercife 
in an orderly courfe of adlion in his own way ; or ra- 
ther in God's way, wherein divine Providence hath 
fet him. 

An irregular or impertinent laborioufnefs, out of 
a man's calling or fphere ; a being diligent in other 
men's affairs, invading their office, (as if a prieft will 
be trading, a layman preaching,) may not claim the 
benefit of thofe promifes, or the bleffings of induftry; 
but a huft)andman, who, with confcientious regard 
Prov. X. 4. to God, and confidence in him, is painful in tilling 

" his ground, may expe A a good crop ; a merchant, 

who (upon the fame principle, with the like difpofi- 
tion) earneftly followeth his trade, may hope for fafe 
voyages and good markets ; a prince carefully mind- 
ing his affairs may look for peace and profperity to 
his country; a fcholar ftudying hard may be well af- 
fured of getting knowledge, and finding truth ; all, 
who with honeft diligence conftantly do purfue their 
bufinefs, may confidently and cheerfully hope to reap 
advantages fuitable to it from the favourable bleffing 
of God. So that we have all reafon to obferve the 
Apoftle's precept. Not to hejlothful in bufinefs. 

I fhould apply this doftrine to our own cafe, urg- 
ing its pradlice by confiderations peculiar to oiir vo- 
cation; 
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cation ; but having already paffed the bounds of s e r m, 
time, I referve the doing it to another opportunity. xiv. 

Now the God of peace fan£lify you wholly^ and make i xhcffir. 
you ferfeS in every good work to do %is will, working ^^^^ jtia. 
in you that which is well-pleajing in his fight, through a «• 
our blefled Saviour Jefus Chrift ; to whom for ever 
be all glory and praife. Amen. 



xft SERMON 
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SERMON XV. 



Of Indaibry in our particular Callings ai9 
Gentlemen. 



Rom. xii. ri. 
Nofjlothful in Bijfine/s. 

1 Have largely treited upon the duty recom- s e bl iiff« 
mended in this precept, and urged the obfefvance xv. 
of it in general, at a diftance : I now intend more 
particularly and clofely to dpply it, in reference to 
thofe perfons who feem more efpecially obliged to it, 
and wnofe obferving it may prove of greateft confe- 
quence to public good ; the which applicaltion may 
alfo be moft fuitable and profitable to this audience i 
thofe perfons are of two forts ; the one Grentlemen, 
the other Scholars. 

I. The firft place, as civility demandeth, we affign 
to Gentlemen, or perfons of eminent rank in the 
world, well allied, graced with honour, and furniftied 
with wealth ; the which fort of perfons I conceive in 
a high degree obliged to exercife induflty in bufi- 
nefs. 

This at firft hearing may feem i little paradoxical 
and ftrange ; for who have lefs bufinefs than Gentle- 
men? who do need lefs induftry than they? He 

X ^ that 
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s E R M. that hath a fair eftatc, and can live on his means, what 
XT. hath he to do, what labour or trouble can be exacted 
of him, what hath he to think on, or trouble his head 
with, but how to invent recreations and paftimes to di- 
vert himfelf, and fpend his wafte leifure pleafantly ? 
Why fhould not he be allowed to enjoy himfelf, and 
the benefits, which nature or fortune have freely dif- 
penfed to him, as he thinketh beft, without offence ? 
Why may he not fay with the rich man in the Gof- 
Lukc xii. pel, Soul^ thou hajl much goods laid up for many years;. 
*^' take thine eafe^ eat^ drinky and he merry? Is it not 

Eccief. ii. often faid by the wife man, that there is nothing het- 
*^jg"*^j^' ter under thefun^ than that a manjhould make his foul 
1*5. * * to enjoy good in a cheerful and comfortable fruition of 
his eftate ? According to the pafTable notion and de- 
finition. What is a Gentleman hut his pleafure ? 

If this be true, if a Gentleman he nothing elfe but 
this, then truly he is a fad piece, the moft inconli- 
derable, the moft defpicable, the moft pitiful and 
wretched creature in the world : if it is his privilege 
to do nothing, it is his privilege to be moft unhappy, 
and to be fo will be his fate, if he live according to 
it ; for he that is of no worth or ufe, who produceth 
no beneficial fruit, who performeth no fervice to God, 
or to the world, what title can he have to happinefs ? 
What capacity thereof? What reward can he claim ? 
What comfort can he feel ? To what temptations is 
he expofed ! What guilts will he incur 1 

But in truth it is far otherwife : to fuppofe that a 
Grentieman is loofe from bufinefs, is a great miftake ; 
for indeed no man hath more to do, no man lieth 
under greater engagements to induftry than he. 

He is deeply obliged to be continually bufy in 
more ways than other men, who have but one fimple 
calling or occupation allotted to them; and tfaatupoa 
a triple account ; in refpedt to God, to the world, 
and to himfelf. 

I . He is firft obliged to continual employment in 
refpedt to God- 
He, 
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tie, out of a grateful regard to divine bounty for s e r m. 
the eminency of his ftation, adorned with dignity and xv. 
repute, for the plentiful accommodations and com- 
forts of his life, for his exemption from thofe pinch- 
ing wants, thofe meaner cares, thofe fordid entertain- 
ments, and thofe toilfome drudgeries, to which other 
men are fubjecft, is bound to be more diligent in 
God's fervice, employing all the advantages of his 
ftate to the glory of his munificent Benefadlor, to 
whofe good providence alone he doth owe them ; for 
^ho maketh him to differ from another? And what hath i Cor. iv. 
he that he did not receive from God's free bounty ? ^' 

In proportion to the bulk of his fortune, his heart 
fhould be enlarged with a thankful fenfe of God's 
goodnefs to him; his mouth fhould ever be filled 
with acknowledgment and praife ; he fhould always 
be ready to exprefs his grateful refentment of fo great 
and peculiar obHgations. 

* He fhould dedicate larger portions of that free lei- 
fure which God hath granted to him, in waiting 
upon God, and conftant performances of devotion. 

He, in frequently refledling on the particular am- 
ple favours of God to him, Ihould imitate the holy 
Pfalmift, that illuftrious pattern of great and fortu- 
nate men ; faying after him, with his fpirit and dif- 
pofition of foul ; Thou hajt brought me to great honour , Pfai. Uii, 
and comforted me on everjfide ; therefore will I praife^^' 
thee and thy faithfulnefs^ God, 

Lord, hy thy favour thou haJt made my mountain /oPfai. xxx. 
ftandjirong: Thou hajlfet my feet in a large room: TAow J^*"'• ^* 
preparejt a table before me: — Thou anoint eji my Head 
with oil, my cup runneth over; — to the end that my?(a\,xxx, 
glory may fing fraife unto thee, and not be ftlent: The^^'^^' ^* 
Lord is the portion of mine inheritance, and of my cup ; 
thou maintainejt my lot. The lines are fallen unto me in 
plea/ant places ; yea, I have a goodly heritage ; there- 
fore / will blefs the Lord, 

In conceiving fuch meditations, his head and his 
heart fhould confbantly be employed ; as alfo in con- 

X 4 triving 
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SERM.triving ways of declaring and difcharging real grati- 
XV. tude ; aiking himfelf, What Jhalll render unto the Lord 
vi.QTLs'uizfo^ ^^^ A'-^ henejits? What fliall I render to him, not 
only as a man, for all the gifts of nature ; as a Chrif- 
tian, for all the bleffings of grace ; but as a Gentle- 
man alfo, for the many advantages of this my condi- 
tion, beyond fo many of my brethren, by fpecial 
Providence indulged to me ? 

He hath all the common duties of piety, of cha- 
rity, of fobriety, to difcharge with fidelity ; lor being a 
.Grentleman doth not exempt him from being a Chrif- 
tian, but rather more flridUy doth engage him to be 
fuch in a higher degree than others ; it is an obliga- 
tion peculiarly incumbent on him, in return for God's 
peculiar favours, to pay God all due obedience, and 
to exercife himfelf in all good works ; difobedience 
being a more heinous crime in him than in otherS| 
^ho have not fuch encouragements to ferve God. 

His obedience may be inculcated by thofe argu*- 

ments which Jofliua and Samuel did ufe in preffing 

1 Sam. xii. it ou the Ifraelites ; Only^ faid Samuel, /^^atr the Lora^ 

^^' and ferve him in truth ; for confider how great things 

Joih.xxiv. God hath done for you. And, I have given you^ faith 

'^' ^^ God by Jolhua, a land for which ye did not labour^ 

and cities which ye built not; and ye dwell in them : of 

the vineyards and oliveyards which ye planted not^ do 

ye eat. Now therefore fear the Lord, and ferve him ijf 

fincerity and in truth. 

His difobedience may be aggravated, as Nehemiah 
Nchem. ix-did that of the Ifraelites : They took fir ong cities and a 
ifa'ixUi.io./^^ hnd^ and poffeffed houfes full of all goods y wells 
Pfai.cvi.6.^;V^^^^ vineyards and oliveyards y and fruit-trees in- 
^dc?xvi. abundance \fo they did eat and werefilledy and became 
7- ' fat\ and delighted themfelves in thy great goodnefs: 
1 7. ' * ' neverthelefs they were difobedienty and rebelled agoing 
% Sam. xii. ^^^^^ ^^^ ^^ ^^ /^^ behind their bach — They hav^ 
I Kings notferved thee in their kingdomy and in thy great good* 
xvi. a6. ^j^^ which thougavefi them 5 neither turned they from 
their wicked works. 

A Gende- 
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A Gentleman hath more talents conHXiitted to him, s b r m. 
and confequently more employment required of him : xv> 
if a ruftic labourer, or a mechanic artifan, hath one 
talent, a Grentleman hath ten ; he hath innate vigour 
offoirit, and height of courage fortified by ufe; he 
hath accomj)lifliment and refinement of parts by li^ 
beral education ; he hath the fuccours of parentage, 
alliance, and friendlhip ; he hath wealth, he hath ho- 
nour, he hath power and authority, he hath com- 
mand of time and leifure ; he hath fo many precious 
and ufeful talents entrufted to him, not to be wrapped Lake xix, 
up in a napkin^ or hidden under ground \ not to be fquan- JJ;^^ ^^^^ 
(kred away in private fatisfatftions ; but for negotia- as* 
tion, to be put out to ufe, to be improved in the moft ^J^f**^"^ 
advantageous way to God's fervice. Every talent Luke xix, 
doth require a particular cax6 and pains to manage^y^^,,. 
it well. ^«'- 

He particularly is God's fl:eward, entrufted with ig^V;!^*^" 
God's fubftance for the fuftenance and fupply of God's m*"- "^- 
family ; to relieve his fellow-fervants in their need, upon mipa»,»iTk 
feafonable occafions by hofpitality, mercy, and cha- ^'^^•'"'* 
ritable beneficence ; according to that intimation of* 
our Lord, PFko is that faithfm and wifefteward^ whom tukc jXu 
his Lordjhall make ruler of his houfehold^ to give them^^' 
their portion and meat in duefeafon ? And according to 
thofe apoftolical precepts, jis every one hath received^^nftM^. 
a gifty (or fpecial favour,) evenfo minifter the fame to \^^^' '^' 
one another^ as good Rewards of the manifold grace ofi Tim. vL 
God: and, Charge the rich in this world, — that they^'^'^^' 
do goody that they be rich in good works ^ ready to dtf^ 
tribute, willing to communicate. 

And he that is obliged to purvey for fo many, and 
fo to abound in good works, how can he want bufi^ 
nefs ? How can he pretend to a writ of eafef 

Surely that Gentleman is very blind, and very bar- 
ren of invention, who is to feek for work fit for him, 
or cannot eafily difcern many employments belong- 
ing to him, qf great concern and confequaice. 

It 
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s E R M. It is eafy to prompt and fliew him many bufincffcs, 
XV. indifpenfably belonging to him, as fuch. 

It is his bufineis to minifter relief to his poor 
neighbours, in their wants and diftrefles, by his 
wealth. It is his bufinefs to direcft and advil'e the 
ignorant, to comfort the affli<fted, to reclaim the 
wicked, and encourage the good, by his wifdom. It 
is his bufinefs to protecft the weak, to refcue the op- 
prefled, to eafe thofe who groan under heavy bur- 
thens, by his power ; to be fuch a Gentleman and fo 
Job xxxi. employed as Job was ; who did not eat his morfel alone, 
'^' ^ ' /o that the fatherle/s did not eat thereof; who did not 
withhold the poor from their defire^ or caufe the eyes of 
Job xxxi. the widow to fail ; who did not fee any fer'tjh for want 
Job xxix. ^f clothings or any poor without covering ; who de- 
la. liver ed the poor that criedy and the fatherlefs, and him 

that had none to help him. 
1 Pet.iv.9. It is his bufinefs to be hofpitable ; kind and help- 
Heb.xiiu £^j ^^ ftrangers ; following thofe noble Gentlemen, 
Rom. xii. Abraham and Lot, who were fo ready to invite and' 
Gen. xviii. entertain ftrangers with bountiful courtefy. 
i.xix. I. It is his bufinefs to maintain peace, and appeafc 
diflenfions among his neighbours, interpofing his 
counfel and authority in order thereto ; whereto he 
Exod.M. hath that brave Gentleman, Mofes, recommended 
latvii. for his pattern. 

*6- It is his bufinefs to promote the welfare and pro- 

fperity of his country with his beft endeavours, and 

judg. T. 9. by all his intereft ; in which pra<ftice the facred Hif- 

tory doth propound divers gallant Gentlemen (Jofeph, 

Mofes, Samuel, Nehemiah, Daniel, Mordecai, and all 

fuch renowned patriots) to guide him. 

jo(h. xxw. It is his bufinefs to govern his family well ; to 

Kai. ci. educate his children in piety and virtue ; to keep his 

fervants in good order. 

It is his bufinefs to look to his eftate, and to keep 
it from wafting ; that he may fuftain the repute of 
his perfon and quality with decency ; that he may be 

furoiihed 
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fomifhed with ability to do good, may provide well se r m. 
for his family, may be hofpitable, may nave where- xv* 

with to help his brethren ; for if, according to St. 

Paul's injundlion, a man fhould work with his own mraiiiifm^ 
hands y that he may have fomewhat to impart to him ^p**- *^- 
that needeth\ then muft he that hath an eftate be 
carcfiil to preferve it, for the fame good purpofe. 

It is his bufinefs to cultivate his mind with know- 
ledge, with generous difpofitions, with all worthy ac- 
complifhments befitting his condition, and qualify- 
ing him for honourable adlion ; fo that he may ex- 
cel, and bear himfelf above the vulgar level, no lefs 
in real inward worth, than in exterior garb ; that he 
be not a Gentleman merely in name or fhew. 

It is his bufinefs (and that no flight or eafy bufinefs) 
to efchew the vices, to check the paflSons, to with- 
ftand the temptations, to which his condition is lia* 
ble * ; taking heed that his wealth, honour, and 
power do not betray him into pride, infolence, or 
contempt of his poorer brethren ; unto injufi:ice or 
oppreflSon ; unto luxury and riotous excefs ; unto 
floth, ftupidity, forgetfulnefs of God, and irreligious 
profanenefs. 

It is a bufinefs efpecially incumbent on him to be 
careful of his ways, that they may have good influ- 
ence on others, who are apt to look upon him as 
their guide and pattern. 

He Ihould labour and fludy to be a leader unto 
virtue, and a notable promoter thereof; direAing 
and exciting men thereto by his exemplary conver- 
fation ; encouraging them by his countenance and 
authority ; rewarding the goodnefs of meaner peo- 
ple by his bounty and favour : he ftiould be fuch a 
Gentleman as Noah, who preached righteoufnefs by 
his words and works before a profane world. 

Such particular af&irs hath every perfon of qua- 
lity, credit, wealth, and interefl:, allotted to him by 

^ Anlua nam res ed opibus non tradere mores. 

God, 
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ss&M.God, ^dlaid on him as duties; the which to ^* 
XV, charge £uthfully, will enough employ a man, and 
doth require induftry, much care, much pains; ex- 
cluding floth and negligence : fo that it is impoffibl^ 
for a fluggard to be a worthy Gentleman, virtuoufly 
difpofed, a charitable neighbour, a good patriot, a 
good hufband of his eftatc ; any thing of that, to 
which Grod, by fetting him in fuch a ftadon, doth 
call him. 

Thus is a Grentleman obliged to induftry in refpeft 
of God, who juftly doth exacft thofe labours of piety, 
charity, and all virtue from him. Farther, 

2. He hath alfo obligarions to mankind, demand-* 
ing induftry from him, upon accounts of common 
humanity, equity, and ingenuity; for. 

How can he fairly fubfift upon the common in- 
duftry of mankind, without bearing a ihare thereof? 
How can he well fatisfy himfelf to dwell ftatelily, to 
feed daintily, to be finely clad, to maintain a pom-/ 
pons retinue, merely upon the fweat and toil of others, 
without himfelf rendering a compenfation, or mak- 
ing fome competent returns of care and pain, re- 
dounding to the good of his neighbour ? 

How can he juftly claim, or reafonably expeft 
from the world the refpedl agreeable to his rank, if 
he doth not by worthy performances conduce to the 
benefit of it ? Can men be obliged to regard thofe, 
from whom they receive no good ? 

If no Grentleman be tied to ferve the public, or 
to yield help in fuftaining the common burthens, 
and fupplying the needs of mankind, then is the 
whole order merely a burthen, and an ofience to the 
worid; a race of drones, a pack of cyphers in. the 
commonwealth, ftanding for nothing, deferving ncf 
confideration or regard : and if any^are bound, then 
all are ; for why fhould the whole burthen Ue on 
fome, while others are exempted ? 

It is indeed fuppofed, that all are bound thereto, 
feeing that all have recompences publicly allowed ta 

them 
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^m ypcHi fech coniiderations ; divers refpe^s and s bum. 
privileges peculiar to the CMrder, grounded upon this xv. 
fuppofition, that they deferve fuch advantages by 
.conferrix^ notable benefit to the public ; the which 
ili^eed it were an arrogance to feek^ and an iniquity 
to accept for doing nothing. 

It is an infufFerable pride for any mBii to pretend, 
or conceit himfelf to differ fo much from his bre- 
thren, that he may be allowed to live in eafe and 
floth, while the reft of mankind are fubjeA to cojoti- 
ni^l toil and trouble. Moreover, 

3. A Gentleman is bound to be induftrious for his 
own fake ; it is a duty which he oweth to himfe^, 
to his honour, to his intereft, to his welfare. He 
cannot without iiMjuftry continue like himfelf, or 
piaintain the honour ;and repute becoming his qua- 
lity ^d ftate, or fecure himfelf from contempt and 
difgrace ; fpr to b^ honourable and flothml are 
things inconfiftent, feeing honour doth not grow, 
nor can fubfift without undertaking worthy defigi^, 
cpnftantly i^iirfuing them, and happily achieving 
th^n ; it is ;the fruit and rewafd of fuch aAions, 
whicjj are ^lot p^rforn^d with eafe. 

Ji^cterpa^l refpeft and a femblaftce of honour, fgt 
the&kepf p^blic order, may be due to afi exterior 
jank or tide : byt to pay this, is npt to honour the 
•{)er£bn, bi|t l)is titles ^^caufe it is fuppofed, that men 
cf jfc^l w^rth aR4 wfe do bear it ; or, left by refufing 
it to o^/e, the whole order may feem difrefpefted: 
but yet true honour, or menul efteem, is not due 
Upon fuch accounts ; nor is it poffible to render it 
unto ^qy perfon, who doth Jiot by worthy qualities 
?^d gpfid 4eeds appear to pierit it, 

^»Jor can > Gehtleni^, without iijidijftry, uphold 
^is real intereft^ ^gaipft the ajttempts of eAvy, .of 
jtr^chery, f^ flattery, qf fycophaptjfy, of ay^jrice, to 
which his conditipji is obnoxious? ^o preferve his 
wealth and ed^ate, which, are the Supports of his 
quality, he muft endure care and pains ; ptherwife he 

will 
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9B RM.will by greedy harpies and crafty lurchers be rifled 
XV. or cozened of his fubftance ; it will of itfelf go to 
wreck, and be embezzled by negligence. 

He cannot without induftry guard his perfonal wel- 
fare from manifold inconveniences, moleftations, and 
mifchiefs ; idlenefs itfelf will be very troublefome and 
irkfome to him. His time will lie upon his hands; 
as a peftering incumbrance. His mind will be in- 
fefted with various diftra^lions and diftempers ; vain 
and fad thoughts, foul lufts, and unquiet paflions 
will fpring up therein, as weeds in a neglected foil. 
His body will languifh and become deftitute of health, 
of vigour, of aAivity, for want of due exercife. All 
the mifchiefs, which naturally do fpring from floth 
and ftupidity, will feize upon him. 

4. Thus, upon various accounts, a Gentleman is 
engaged to bulinefs, and concerned to exercife in- 
duftry therein ; we may add, that indeed the very 
nature of gentility, or the true notion of a Gentle- 
man, doth imply fo much. 

For what, I pray, is a Grentleman, what properties 
hath he, what qualities are charadleriftical or peca- 
liar to him, whereby he is diftinguilhed from others, 
and raifed above tl^ vulgar ? Are they not efpecially 
two, courage and courtefy ? which he that wanteth is 
not otherwife than equivocally a Gentleman, as an 
image or a carcafe is a man ; without which gentility 
in a confpicuous degree is no more than a vain ihow, 
or an empty name : and thefe plainly do involve m- 
duftry, do exclude flothfulnefs ; for courage doth 
promp boldly to undertake, and refolutely to dif- 
patch great enterprizes and employments of diffi- 
culty : it is not feen in a flaunting garb, or ftrutting 
deportment ; not in heftorly, ruffian-like fwaggering 
or huffing ; not in high looks or big words ; but in 
ftout and gallant deeds, employing vigour of mind 
and heart to achieve them : how can a man other- 
wife approve himfelf for courageous, than by fignal- 
izing himfelf in fuch a way ? 

And 
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And for courtefy, how otherwifc can it be well dif- s e r m. 
played than in fedulous activity for the good of men ? xv. 
It furely doth not conlift in modifli forms of addrefi, 
or complimental expreflions, or hollow profeilions, 
commonly void of meaning, or of lincerity ; but in 
real performances of beneficence, when occafion doth 
invite, and in waiting for opportunities to do good ; 
the which pradlice is accompanied with fome care 
and pain, adding a price to it ; for an eafy courtefy 
is therefore fmdl, becaufe eafy, and may be deemed 
to proceed rather firom ordinary humanity, than firom 
gentle difpofition; fo that in fine, he alone doth 
appear truly a Genrieman, who hath the heart to 
undergo hard talks for public good, and willingly 
taketh pains to oblige his neighbours and friends. 

5. The work indeed of G^entlemen is not fo grofs, but 
it may be as fmart and painful as any other. For all 
hiffd work is not manual ; there are other inftruments 
of adlion befide the plough, the fpade, the hammer, 
the Ihuttle; nor doth every work produce fweat, 
and vifible tiring of body : the head may work hard 
in contrivance of good defigns ; the tongue may be 
very acftive in difpenfing advice, perfuafion, comfort, 
and edification in virtue ; a man may beftir himfelf 
in going about to do good: thefe are works employing 
the cleanly induftry of a Gentleman. 

6. In fuch works it was, that the trueft and great- 
eft pattern of gentility that ever was, did employ 
himlelf. Who was that ? Even our Lord himfelf; for 
he had no particular trade or profeffion : no man can 
be more loofe from any engagement to the world 
than he was ; no man had lefs need of bufinefs or 
pains-taking than he ; for he had a vaft eftate, being 
heir of all things^ alHhe world being at his difpofal; 
yea, infinitely more, it being in his power with a 
word to create whatever he would to ferve his need, 
or fatisfy his pleafure ; omnipotency being his trea- 
fure and fupply ; he had a retinue of angels to wait 
on him, and minifter to him ; whatever fuflSciency 

any 
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SERM.any man can fancy to himfelf to difpenfe with his 
XV. taking pains, that had he in a fer higher degree : yet 

did he find work for himfelf, and continually was 

ifa.Uu. ".employed in performing fervice to God, and impart- 
ing benefits to men ; nor was ever induftry exercifed 
upon earth cotnparable to his. 

Grentlemen therefore would do well to make him 
the pattern of their life, to whofe induftry they muft 
be beholden for their falvation : in order whereto wc 
recommend them to his grace. 



SERMON 
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SERMON XVI. 



Of Indufhy in our particular Calling, as 
Scholars. 



KoM. xii. II. 



ifotjlothful inBufinefs. 

1 PROCEED to the other fort of perfons, whom s e r M. 
We did propound, namely, xtri^ 

II. Scholars; and that on them particularly great ■ 
engagements do lie to be induflxious, is moft evident 
from various confiderations. 

The nature and defign of this calling doth fuppofe 
induftry ; the matter and extent of it doth require 
induftty ; the worth of it doth highly deferVe induftry. 
We are in fpecial gratitude to God, in charity to 
men, in due regard to ourfelves, bound unto it. 

I. Firft, I fay, the nature and defign of our C^U 
ing doth fuppofe induftry : There is, faith the divine ficcfct ti* 
Preacher, a man whofe labour is in wifdom, in know^^^' 
ledge, and in equity. Such men are Scholars ; fo that 
we are indeed no Scholars, but abfurd ufurpers of the 
name, if we are not laborious ; for what is a Scholar, 
but one who retireth his perfon, and avocateth his 
mind from other occupations^ and worldly entertain- 

TOL« \4 r ments^ 
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8 E R. M ments, that he may fryoxd^iw^ vacare Jludiisj employ 
XVI. his mind and leifure on ftudy and learning, in the 
fearch of truth, the queft of knowledge, the improve- 
ment of his reafon. Wherefore an idle fcholar, a lazy 
ftudent, a fluggifli man of learning, is nonfenfe *. 

What is learning but a diligent attendance to in- 
ftruftion of maftefs, Ikilled in any knowledge, and 
conveying their notions to us in word or writing ? 

What is ftudy, but an eameft, fteady, perfevering 
application of mind to fomc matter, on which we fix 
our thoughts, with intent to fee through it ? What 
in Solomon's language are thefe fcholaftic occupa- 

Prov. ii. 2. tions, but inclining the ear^ and applying our heart to 
underjtandingf than which commpijly there is no- 
thing more laborious, more ftraining nature, and 
more tiring our fpirits ; whence it is well compared 
to the nioft painful exercifes of body and foul. 

The wife man, advifing men to feek wifdom, the 
which is the proper defign of our calling, doth inti- 
mate that work to bci Tike digging in the mines for 
lilver, and like fearching all about for concealed trea^ 
fure ; than which there can hardly be any more dif5- 

Frov. u. 4, cult and painfid talk : If^ (kith he, thoufeekeft her a$ 

Jilvery ana fear chejt for her as for hid treafureSj ihenfhalt 

thou underftand. — Otherwhere he compareth the lam© 

work to alliduous watching and waiting, like that of a 

guard or ^ client, which are the greateft inftances'of 

i>rov. viii. diligence ; Bleffedy faith he, (or Wifdom by him faith, 

3^ Bkfled) is the man that heareth me^ watching daily at 

my gates J waiting at the pqfis of my doors. 

Wherefore if we will approve ourfelves to be what 
we are called, and what we pretend to be ; if we will 
avoid being impoftors, alTuming a name not due to 
us, we muft not be flothful. Farther, 

a. The matter and extent of our bulinefs doth re- 
quire induftry fronj us : the matter of it, which is 
truth and knowledge ; the extent, which is very laigc 

* 'H o'ofm Yffif4(i0TUi$ If wtuufia ax'^^^ EccL xxxviii* 24.. 
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and comprehcnfive, taking in all truth, all knowledge, s e r m, 
worthy our ftudy, and ufeful for the defigns of it. xvi. 

Our bulinefs is to find truth ; the which, even in 
matters of high importance, is not eafily to be difco- 
vered : being as a vein of filver, encompafled with 
earth and mixed with drofs, deeply laid in the ob- 
fcurity of things, wrapt up in falfe appearances, en- 
tangled with objeAions, and perplexed with debates ; 
being therefore not readily discoverable, efpecially by 
minds clouded with prejudices, lufts, paffions, partial 
afFedlions, appetites of honour and intereft ; whence 
to defcry it requireth the moft curious obfervation 
and folicitous circumfpeAion that can be ; together 
with great pains in the preparation and purgation of 
our minds toward the inquiry of it. 

Our bufinefs is to attain knowledge, not concern- 
ing obvious and vulgar matters, but about fublime, 
abftrufe, intricate, and knotty fubjedls, remote from 
common obfervation and fenfe ; to get fure and exa<5l 
notions about which, will try the beft forces of our 
mind with their utmoft endeavours; in firmly fet- 
tling principles, in flrridlly deducing confequences, ii^ 
orderly digefl:ing conclufions, in faithfully retaining 
what we learn by our contemplation and firudy. 

And if to get a competent knowledge about a few 
things, or to be reafonably Ikilful in any fort of learn- 
ing, be difficult, how much induftry doth it require 
to be Well feen in many, or to have waded through 
the vaft compafs of learning, in no part whereof a 
Scholar may conveniently or handfomely be ignorant ; 
feeing there is fuch a connection of things, and de- 
pendance of notions, that one part of learning doth 
confer light to another, that a man can hardly well 
imderftand any thing without knowing divers other 
things ; that he will be a lame Scholar who hath not 
^n infight into many kinds of knowledge, that he 
can hardly be a good Scholar who is not a general one. 

To underftand fo many languages, which are the 
ftells of knowledge 5 to comprehend fo many fciences, 

y % full 
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8 E RM.full of various theorems and problems ; to perufefo 
XVI. many hiftories, of ancient and modem times ; to 
know the world, both natural and human; to be 
acquainted with the various inventions, inquiries, 
opinions, and controverlies of learned men ; to Ikill 
the arts of expreffing our mind, and imparting our 
conceptions with advantage, fo as to inftruA or per- 
fuade others ; thefe are works indeed, which will 
cxercife and ftrain our faculties (our reafon, our 
fancy, our memory) in painful ftudy. 

The knowledge of fuch things is not innate to us, 
it doth not df itfelf fpring up in our minds ; it is 
not any ways incident by chance, or infufed by grace, 
(except rarely by miracle ;) common obfervation 
doth not produce it ; it cannot be purchafed at any 
rate, except by that, for which it was faid of old, 
the Gods fell all things *^, that is for pains ; without 
which, the bell wit and greateft capacity may not 
render a man learned, as the beil foil will not yield 
good fruit or grain, if they be not planted or lown 
therein. 

Confider, if you pleafe, what a fcholar Solomon was: 
beiide his ikill in politics, which was his principal 
faculty and profeflion, whereby he did with admira- 
ble dexterity and prudence manage the afl&irs of that 
I Kings iii. great \imgAomy judging his people ^ and difcerning what 
^' was good and had ; accurately difpenfing juftice ; fet- 

tling his country in a moil fiouriming ftate of peace, 
order, plenty, and wealth ; largely extending his ter- 
I Kings iv. ritory ; fo that his wifdom of this kind was famous 
ao,^25. Qygj, ^YiQ earth ; beiide, I fay, this civil wifdom, he 
I Kings iv.had an exquiiite ikill in natural philofophy and me- 
Wf^&j.. dicine ; for Hefpake of trees ^ or plants, yro/w the cedar 
6, 34. that is in Lebanon^ even unto the hyffop thatfpringeth out 
I Kings i?. ^ ^^^ ^^11 . figjpake alfo of beajis^ and offowfy and of 
creeping things^ and offifhes. 

He was well verfed in the mathematics ; for it is 

^ Dii laboribus omoia Yendunt. 

faid; 
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faid, Solomoris wifdom excelled the w$/3om of all theSEK m. 
children of the eafi^country^ and all the wifdom of Egypt ; x vi . 
the wifdom of which nations did confift in thofe , Kings it. 
fciences. And of his mechanic fkill, he left for a^^- 
monument the moft glorious ftrudlure that ever 
ftood on earth. 

He was very Ikilftd in poetry and mufic ; for he 
did himfelf compqfe above a thotifand Jongs ; whereof x Kinp iy. 
one yet extant declareth the loftinefs of his fancy, the ^*' 
richnefs of his vein, and the elegancy of his ftyle. 

He had great ability and rhetoric ; according to 
that in Wifdom, God granted me to /peak as 1 would \ Sap.vii. 15. 
and that in Ecclefiaftes, The Preacher fought tofind^""}^^'"^''' 
out acceptable words ; a great inftance of which fa- v.Kings 
culty we have in that admirable prayer of his com-^"** 
pofure at the dedicarion of the Temple. 

He did wonderfully excel in ethics ; concerning 
which he fpake three thoufand proverbs^ or moral i Kings w. 
aphorifms ; and moreover^ faith Ecclefiaftes, ^^^^^E^'cicf.xu. 
ihe Preacher was wife^ hejlill taught the people know^9' 
^^d^^yeay he gave good heed, and fought outy andfet in 
order many proverbs ; the which did contain a great 
variety of notable obfervations and ufeful direAions 
for common life, couched in pithy expreffions. 

As for theology, as the ftudy of that was the chief Ptot. ii. 5, 
ftudy to which he exhorteth others, (as to the heady^^' 
or principal part ofwifdom,) fo queftionlefs he was 
himfelf moft converfant therein ; for proof whereof 
he did leave fo many excellent theorems and pre- 
cepts of divinity to us. • 

In fine, there is no fort of knowledge, to which 
he did not apply his ftudy ; witnefs himfelf in thofe 
words, I gave my heart tofeekandfearch out by wifdom Eccicf.j. 
concerning all things that are done under heaven. '3' 

Such a Scholar was he ; and fuch if we have a noble 
ambition to be, we muft ufe the courfe he did; 
which was firft in his heart to prefer wifdom before 
all worldly things j then to pray to God for it, or 
for his bleflSng in our queft of it ; then to ufe the 

Y 3 means 
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SERM. means of attaining it, diligent fearching and hard 
XVI. ftudy ; for that tliis was his methgd he telieth us; 
r^^j^^"^ /, faith he, applied my heart to know, and tofearch^ and 
»5« ' tofeek out wydoniy and the reafon of things. 

Such confiderations Ihew the neceffity of induflry 
for a Scholar. But, 

3. The worth, and excellency, and great utility, 
together with the pleafantnefs of his vocation, de- 
ferving the higheft induftry, do fuperadd much ob- 
ligation thereto. 

We are much bound to be diligent out of inge- 
nuity, and in gratitude to God, who by his gracious 
providence hath afligned to us a calling fo worthy, 
an employment fo comfortable, a way of life no lefs 
commodious, beneficial, and delightful to ourfelves, 
than ferviceable to God, and ufeful for the world. 

If we had our option and choice, what calling 
would we defire before this of any whereto men are 
affixed ? How could we better employ our mind, or 
place our labour, or fpend our time, or pafs our 
pilgrimage in this world, than in fcholaftical occu- 
pations ? 

It were hard to reckon up, or to exprefs the num- 
berlefs great advantages of this calling ; I ftiall there- 
fore only touch fome, which readily fall under my 
thought, recommending its value to us. 

It is a calling, the defign whereof confpireth with 
the general end of our being ; the perfection of our 
nature in it? endowments, and the fruition of it in 
its beft operations. ^ ' 

It is a calling, that doth not employ us in bodily 
toil, in worldly care, in purfuit of trivial aflTairs, in 
fordid drudgeries ; but in thofe angelical operations 
of foul, the contemplation of truth, and attainment 
of wifdom ; which arc the worthieft exercifes of our 
reafon, and fweeteft entertainments of our mind; 
the moft precious wealth, and moft beautiful orna- 
ments of our foul ; whereby our faculties are im- 
proved, are polilhed and refined, are enlarged in 

" - " ^ their 
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fbeir power and ufc by habitual acceflions : the s e r m. 
which are conducible to our own greateft profit and xvi. 
benefit, as ferving to rectify our wills, to compofe 
our aflTeftions, to guide our lives in the ways of Ptot. ii. 4, f 
virtue, to bring us unto felicity. *®' "• 

It is a calling, which, being duly followed, will 
moft fever us from the vulgar fort of men, and ad- 
vance us above the common pitch; enduing us 
with light to fee farther than other men, difpofing 
us to aflTedl better things, and to flight thofe meaner 
objefts of human defire, on which men commonly 
doat ; freeing us from the erroneous conceits and 
from the perverfe afFeftions of common people. It 
IS faid, iifrXSv Of wcTJV 0* fAOtdivrt; yoxfAfAurctj men of leant'' 
ing are double-Jlghted : but it is true, that in many 
cafes they fee infinitely farther than a vulgar fight 
doth reach. And if a man by ferious ftudy doth ac- 
quire a clear and folid judgment of things, fo as to 
aflign to each its due weight and price ; if he ac- 
cordingly be inclined in his heart to afFedl and pur- 
fue them ; if from clear and right notions of things, 
a meek and ingenuous temper of mind, a command, 
and moderation of paflSons, a firm integrity, and a 
cordial love of goodnefs do fpring, he thereby be- 
cometh another kind of thing, much different from 
thofe brutifti men (beafl:s of the people) who blindly 
follow the motions of their fenfual appetite, or the 
fuggeftions of their fancy, or their miftaken preju- 
dices. 

It is a calling, which hath thefe confiderable ad- 
vantages, that, by virtue of improvement therein, we 
can fee with our own eyes, and guide ourfelves by 
our own reafons, not being led blindfold about, or 
depending precarioufly on the conduft of others, in 
matters of highefl concern to us; that we are ex- 
empted from giddy credulity, from wavering levity, 
from fond admiration of perfons and things, being 
able to diflinguifh of things, and to fettle our judg-^ 
ments about them> and to get an intimate acquaint- 

Y 4 ancQ 
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SB&M.ance with them^ afluring to us their true nature 

XVI. and worth ; that we are alfo thereby refcued from 

r^ T admiring ourfelves, and that over-weening felf-con- 

15/' "^'ceitednefs, of which the wife man faith, Thejluggard 

is wifer in his own conceit than /even mm that can 

^ render a reqfon. 

It is a callings whereby we are qualified and en- 
abled to do God fervicc; to gratify his defires, to 
promote his honour, to advance his interefts; to 
render his name glorious in the world, by teaching, 
maintaining, and propagating his truth ; by perfuad- 
ing men to render their due love, reverence, and 
obedience to him; than which we can have no 
more honourable or fatisfadlory employment ; more 
like to that of the glorious and bleffed fpirits. 

It is a calling, the due profecution whereof doth 

ingratiate us with God, and procureth his favour; 

rendering us fit objecSts of his love, and entitling us 

thereto in regard to our qualities, and recompenfe 

Sap. vii. of our works : for God loveth none hut him that dwell- 

Pfa!.v.5. ^^^ ^'^A wifdom: and, Sojhalt thou find favour and 

Pwv. iii. ^.good underjlanding in the fight of God and man. 

It is a calling, whereby with greateft advantage we 
may benefit men, and deferve well of the world; 
drawing men to the knowledge and fervice of God, 
reclaiming them firom error and fin, refcuing them 
from mifery, and conducing them to happinefs ; by 
clear infl:ru<ftion, by faithful admonition, by power- 
ful exhortation. And what can be more noble, 
than to be the lights of the world, the guides of 
pradlice to men, the authors of fo much good, fo 
egregious benefadlors to mankind ? 

It is a calling mofl: exempt firom the cares, the 
croflfes, the turmoils, the fadlious jars, the anxious 
intrigues, the vexatious moleftations of the worid; 
its bufinefs lying out of the road of thofe mifchiefs, 
wholly lying in folitary retirement, or being tranf- 
adled in the mofl: innocent and ingenuous company. 
It is a calling leafl: fubjeft to any danger or difap- 

pointment; 
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pointment ; wherein we may well be affured not to s e r m. 
mifcany or lofe our labour ; for the merchant indeed xvi. 
by mamfold accidents may lofe his voyage, or find a 
bad market ; the hufbandman may plough and fow 
in vain : but the ftudent hardly can fail of im* 
proving his flock, and reaping a good crop of know- 
ledge ; efpecially if he ftudy with a confcientious 
mind, and pious reverence to God, imploring his 
gracious help and blefling. 

It is a calling, the mdufhy ufed wherein doth 
abundantly recompenfe itfelf, by the pleafure and 
fweetnefs which it carrieth in it ; fo that the more 
pains one taketh, the more delight he findeth, feel- 
ing himfelf proportionably to grow in knowledge, 
and that his work becometh continually more eafy to 
him. 

It is a calling, the bufinefs whereof dotli fo exer- 
cife as not to weary, fo entertain as not to cloy us ; 
being not (as other occupations are) a drawing in a 
mill, or a naufeous tedious repetition of the fame 
work; but a continual progrefs toward frefh ob- 
jefts ^ ; our mind not being flaked to one or a few 
poor matters, but having immenfe fields of contem- 
plation, wherein it may everlaftingly expatiate, with 
great proficiency and pleafure. 

It is a calling which doth ever afford plentiful 
fruit, even in regard to the conveniencies of this 
prefent and temporal ftate; the which fufficiently 
will requite the pains expended thereon : for if we 
be honeftly induftrious, we Ihall not want fuccefs ; 
and fucceeding we Ihall not want a competence of 
wealth, of reputation, of intereft in the world : for 
concerning wifdom, which is the refult of honeft 
ftudy, the wife man telleth us, Riches and honour are^tor.\iVu 
^iih her^yeay durable riches and righteoufnejs: Length "8* »"• "^• 
of days are in her right handy and in her left hand riches 
^nd honour: Exalt her^ atid Jhe Jhall promote thee \Jhe\v. 8, 9. 



' T^fdffKVf y at) vo>2iot JiJSxo-xofiivo;. 
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1 1 R vujhall bring thee to honour y when thou doji emhrace her ; 
XVI. Jhe Jhall give to thine head an ornament of grace ^ a 
crown of glory Jhall Jhe deliver to thee. In common 
experience the wealth of the mind doth qualify for 
employments, which have good recompences annexed 
to them ; and neither God nor man will fufFer him 
long to want, who is endowed with worthy accom- 
plifliments of knowledge. It was a ridiculous jM-ovi- 
dence in Nero, that if he Ihould chance to lofe his 
empire, he might live by fiddling: yet his motto 
was good ; and Dionyfius, another tyrant, found the 
benefit of it ; to Tfj^t'ov y%t% r^ipi, he that hath any 
good art, hath therein an eftate, and land in every 
place ; he is fecured againft being reduced to ex- 
Ecci. vii. tremitjr of any misfortune : Wifdom, faith the wife 
"• man, ts a defence^ and money is a defence ; hut the ex^ 

cellency of knowledge isy that wijdom giveth life to them 
that have it. Money is a defence, of which fortune 
may bereave us ; but wifdom is beyond its attacks ; 
being a treafure feated in a place inacceflible to ex- 
ternal impreffions. 
Prov.xii.8. And as a learned man cannot be deftitute of fub- 
^^^"^j^ftance ; fo he cannot want credit, having fuch an 
edZccord'mgOXVi2iV£itvity thau which noue hath a more general efti- 
Ifom" '^'^' mation ; and which can be of low rate only among 
Prov. i. 22, that fort of folk, to whom Solomon faith. How long^ 
^' yejimple ones^ will ye love Jimplicity? — and fools hate 

knowledge? It is that whiih recommendeth a man 
in all company, and procureth regard, every one 
Prov. xxii. yielding attention and acceptance to inftruiftive, 
*^- neat, appofite difcourfe, (that which the Scripture 

calleth acceptable ypleajanty gracious words ;) men think 
themfelves obliged thereby by receiving information 
ProT. jcxiv, and fatisfaAion from it ; and accordingly Every manf 
*^- faith the wife man, Jhall kifs his lipsy that giveth ^ 

Prov. xxii. r/f A/ an/wcr ; and — for the grace of his lips the king 
Ecckfcx. ^all be his friend; and, the words of a wife mans 
**• mouth are gracious. It is that, an eminency wherein 

purchafeth lafting fame^ and a life after death, in the 

good 
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good memory and opinion of pofterity: Many Jhall s ^ku. 
commend his underftanding ; andfo long as the world en- x v i . 
dureth, it /hall not be blotted out : his memorial /hall not ^~; 

7 ^•' n 11 1' r • Eccius. 

depart away, and his namejhall live from generation to xxxix. ^ . 
generation. A fame no lefs great, and far more in- 
nocent than a6ls of chivalry and martial prowefs ; for 
is not Ariftotle as renowned for teaching the world 
with his pen, as Alexander for conquering it with his 
fword ? Is not one far oftener mentioned than the 
other ? Do not men hold themfelres much more 
obliged to the learning of the philofopher, than to 
the valour of the warrior ? Indeed the fame of all 
others is indebted to the pains of the fcholar, and 
could not fubfift, but with and by his fame : Dignum 
laude 'uirum mufa vetat mori ; learning confecrateth itfelf 
and its fubjedl together, to immortal remembrance. 

It is a calling that fitteth a man for all conditions 
and fortunes ; fo that he can enjoy profperity with 
moderation, and fuftain adverfity with comfort : he 
that loveth a book, will never want a faithful friend, 
a wholefome counfellor, a cheerful companion, an ef- 
fe6tual comforter. By ftudy, by reading, by think- 
ing, one may innocently divert and pleafantly enter- 
tain himfelf, as in all weathers, fo in all fortunes. 

In fine, it is a calling, which Solomon, who had 
curioufly obferved and exactly compared and fcan- 
ned, by reafon and by experience, all other occupa- 
tions and ways of life, did prefer above all others; and 
we may prefume would fooner have parted with his 
royal ftate, than with his Teaming ; for Wifdom, faith pror. iv. 7. 
he, is the principal things therefore get wifdom\ and with 
all thy getting get underftanding \ and, TA^wT/St^ (then, Eccief. h. 
that is, after a ferious difquifition and difcuflion of '3- 
things, I faw) thatwi0om exceedeth folly {\Sizx. is, know- 
ledge excelleth ignorance) as light excelleth darknefs. 

Thefe things and much more may be fai* of 
learning in general ; but if more diftincftly we furvey 
each part, and each objeft of it, we Ihall find,, that 
each doth yield confiderable emoluments and de- 
lights ; 
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s E R M. lights ; benefit to our foul, advantage to our life, fa,* 
XVI. tisfa<ftion to our mind. 

■""""^ The obfervation of things, and colle6l:ion of expe- 
riments, how doth it enrich the mind with ideas, and 
breed a kind of familiar acquaintance with all things, 
fo that nothing doth lurprife us, or ftrike our mind 

Wief. 1.8. with aftonifhment and admiration! And if our eye 
be notfatisfied with feeing^ nor our ear filled with hear^ 
ingj how much lefs is our mind fatiated with the plea- 
fures of fpeculating and obferving that immenfe va- 
riety of objeAs fubjeft to its view ! 

The exercife of our mind in rational difcurfivenefs, 
about things in queft of truth ; canvafling queftions, 
examining arguments for and againft ; how greatly 
doth it better us, fortifying our natural parts, en- 
abling us to fix our thoughts on objects without rov- 
ing, inuring us to weigh and refolve, and judge well 
about matters propofed; preferving us from being 
eafily abufed by captious fallacies, gulled by fpecious 
pretences, tofled about with every doubt or objedlion 
ftarted before us ! 

Invention of any kind, (in difcerning the caufes of 
abftrufe eflfefts, in refolving hard problems, in de- 
monftrating theorems, in framing compofures of witty 
defcription, or forcible perfuafion,) how much doth it 
exceed the pleafure of hunting for any game, or 
of combating for any vidlory ! Do any man's chil- 
dren fo much pleafe him, as thefe creatures of his 
brain ? 

The reading of books, what is it, but converfing 
with the wifeft men of all ages and all countries, 
who thereby communicate to us their moft dehbe- 
rate thoughts, choiceft notions, and beft inventions, 
couched in good expreflion, an.d digefted in exadl 
method ? 

And as to the particular matters or objefts of 
ftudy, all have their ufe and pleafure. I Ihall only 
touch them. 

The very initial ftudies of tongues and grammati- 
cal 
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^j/ literature are very profitable and nqceflary, as the s er m. 
inlets to knowledge, whereby we are enabled to un- xti. 
derftand wife men fpeaking their fenfe in their own """"^^ 
terms and lively ftrain, whereby efpecially we are aC- 
fifted to drink facred knowledge out of the fountains, 
the divine oracles. 

Luther would not part with a little Hebrew he 
had for all the Turkilh empire. 

Rhetoric^ or the art of conveying our thoughts 
to others by fpeech with advantages of clearnefs, 
force, and elegancy, fo as to inflxuft, to perfuade, 
to delight the auditors ; of how great benefit is it, 
if it be well ufed ! How much may it conduce to 
the fervice of God, and edification of men ! What 
hath been a more effeftual inftrument of doing good, 
and working wonders, not only in the world, but in 
the church ? How many fouls have been converted 
from error, vanity, and vice, to truth, fobernefs, and 
virtue, by an eloquent Apollos, a Bafil, a Chryfo-'^Jj^^^' 
ftom! Aasxvm/ 

The perufal of ht/ioryy how pleafant illumination'^ 
of mind, how ufeful direction of life, how fprightly 
incentives to virtue doth it afford ! How doth it 
fupply the room of experience, and furnilh us with 
pmdence at the expence of others, informing us 
about the ways of adlion, and the confequences 
thereof by examples, without our own danger or 
trouble ! How may it inftruft and encourage us in 
piety, while therein we trace the paths of God in 
men, or obferve the methods of divine Providence, 
how the Lord and Judge of the world in due feafon 
protefteth, profpereth, blefleth, rewardeth innocence 
and integrity; how he crofleth, defeateth, blaft- 
eth, curfeth, puniflieth iniquity and outrage ; ma- 
naging things with admirable temper of wifdom, to 
the good of mankind, and advancement of his own 
glory ! 

The mathematical fcienceSf how pleafant is the fpe- 

culation 
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^ £ K M. culadon of them to the mind! How ufeful is the 
XVI. praftice to common life ! How do they whet and 

""■""■"^ excite the mind ! How do they inure it to ftridl rea- 
foning, and patient meditation ! 

Natural philofophyy the contemplation of this great 
theatre, or vifible fyfkem prefented before us ; ob-^ 
ferving the various appearances therein, and in- 
quiring into their caufes; refleAing on the order, 
connexion, and harmony of things; conlidering their 
original fource, and their final defign : how doth it 
enlarge our minds, and advance them above vulgar 
amufements, and the admiration of thofe petty things, 
about which men cark and bicker I How may it 
ferve to work in us pious afFeftions of admiration, 
reverence, and love toward our great Creator, whofc 

^m. i. 20, eternal divinity is clearly feen, whofe glory is declared^ 

Wai fiii.'''whofe tranfcendent perfeftions and attributes of im- 
menfe power, iwifdom, and goodnefs are confpicu- 
oufly difplayed, whofe particular kindnefs toward us 
men dotn evidently Ihme in thofe his works of na- 
ture! 

The ftudy of moral philofophy^ how exceedingly be- 
neficial may it be to us, fuggefting to us the dic- 
tates of reafon, concerning the nature and faculties of 
our foul, the chief good and end of our life, the way 
and means of attaining happinefs, the bell rules and 
methods of practice ; the diftindlions between good 
and evil, the nature of each virtue, and motives to 
embrace it ; the rank wherein we ftand in the world, 
and the duties proper to our relations ; by righdy 
underftanding and eftimating which things we may 
know how to behave ourfelves decently and foberly 
toward ourfelves, juftly and prudently toward our 
neighbours ; we may learn to correft our inclina- 
tions, to regulate our appetites, to moderate our paf- 
fions, to govern our adlions, to conduct and wield 
all our pradlice well in profecution of our end ; fo as 
to enjoy our being and conveniences of life in con- 

ftant 
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fhmt quiet and peace, with tranquillity and fadsfac- s b r M « 
tion of mind ! xvi. 

But efpecially the ftudy of theology^ how number- " . 
lefs, unexpreflible advantages doth it yield ! For, 

It enlighteneth our minds with the beft know- 
ledge concerning the moft high and worthy objedls, 
in order 'to the moft happy end, with the firmeft 
affurance. 

It certainly and perfectly doth inform us concern- 
ing the nature and attributes, the will and intentions, 
the works and providence of God. 

It fully declareth to us our own nature, our ori^- 
nal, our defigned end, our whole duty, our certain 
way of attaining eternal life and felicity. 

It exaiJUy teacheth us how we Ihould demean our- 
felves in all refpeifts pioufly toward God, juftly and 
charitably toward our neighbour, foberly toward our- 
felves ; without blame in the world, with fatisfeftion 
of our confcience, with affured hope of blefled re- 
wards. 

It propofeth thofe encouragements, and exhibit- 
eth aflurances of thofe helps, which ferve potently to 
engage us in all good pradlice. 

It fetteth before us a moft complete and lively 
pattern of all goodnefs; apt moft clearly to direA, 
moft ftrongly to excite, moft obligingly to engage us 
^hereto ; efpecially inftrucfting and inclining to the 

Craftice of the moft high and hard duties, meeknefs,. 
umilky, patience, felf-denial, contempt of all worldly 
vanities. 

It difcovereth thofe fublime myfteries and ftupen- 1 Pet. i. u. 
dous wonders of grace, whereby God hath demon-^**'"*'** 
ftrated an incomprehenfible kindnefs to mankind, 
and our obligation to correfpondent gratitude. 

It reprefenteth manifold arguments and incentives 
to love God with moft intenfe aflfeftion, to confide 
in him with moft firm alTurance, to delight in him 
continually with joy unfpeakaih ; which are the no- 

bleft. 
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sSEM.bleft, the fweeteft, the happieft operations of out 

XVI. foul. 
1 Cor. i?. It reareth our hearts from v^n thoughts, and mean 
•• defires concerning thefe poor, tranfitory, eanhly 

things, to contemplations, afFedlions, and hopes to- 
ward objefts moil excellent, eternal, and celeftial. 

It engageth us to iludy the book of Grod, the 
book of books, the richeft mine, of moft excellent 
knowledge, containing infallible oracles of truths and 
% Tim. m. heavenly rules of life ; which are able to make us wife 
^ xix. ^o/alvatioHy andferfeS to every good work. 
10. * * And how can we otherwife be fo well employai, 
as in meditation about fuch things ? What occupa- 
tion doth nearer approach to that of the bleiled an^ 
gels ? What heaven is there upon earth like to that 
of conftantly feafting our minds and hearts in the 
contemplation of fuch objeAs ? Efpecialljr confidef- 
ing that this ftudy doth not only yield pnvate bene- 
fit to ourfelves in forwarding our own falvation, but 
enableth us by oUr guidance and encouragement to 
promote the eternal welfare of others, and by our en- 
deavours to people heaven, according to that exhor- 
tation of St. Paul prefling on Timothy this ftudjr 
t Tim. iv. with diligence : Meditate upon thefe things \ give thy- 
»5> i^- j^ wholty to them^ that thy profiting may appear to all. 
Take heed unto thyfelf and unto the doQrine ; continue 
in them ; for in doing this thoufhalt hothfave thyfelf^ 
and them that hear thee. 

So confiderable is each part of learning, fo ex- 
tremely prcrfitable are fome parts of it. Indeed the 
Ikill of any liberal art is valuable, as a handfome or- 
nament, as a harmlefs divertifement, as an ufeful in* 
ftrumentupon occafions; as preferable to all other 
accomplilhments and advantages of perfon or for- 
tune, beauty, ftrength, wealth, power, or the like; 
for who would not purchafe any kind of fuch know- 
ledge at any rate ; who would fell it for any price ; 
who would not choofe rather to be deformed or im- 
potent 
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jKJtent in his body, than to have a mifshapen and s e r ir. 
weak mind ; to have rather a lank purfe than an xvi, 
empty brain ; to have no title at all, than no worth 
to bear it out ? If any would, he is not of Solomon^s 
mind; for of wifdom (by which he meaneth a com- 1 Kings iv. 
prehenfton of all knowledge, divine and human ; into *^* *^* 
which the knowledge of natural things, of ma- 
thematics, of poetry, are reckoned ingredients) he 
faith. The merchandtfe of it is better than the mer chart- Prov. iiu 
^tfe ofjiher, and the gain thereof than fine gold: Shel^\\^j^ 
is more precious than ruhiesy and all the things Moaviii. 19* 
tann defire are not to he compared unto her: Her frui^^^'\^^ 
is letter than gold^yea^ than fine gold \ and her reve-'^'f^i- 
me than choice fiher. 

Now then, confidering ajl thefe advantages of our 
calling, if we by our negligence or fluggifhnefs thereia 
do loie them, are we not very ungrateful to God, who 
gave them, as with a gracious intent for our good, fo 
with expectation, that we fhouW improve them to 
his fervice ? If God had allotted to us the calling of 
nifties, or of artificers, we had been impious in not 
diligently following it ; but we are abominably un- 
grateful in negleAing this moft incomparably excel- 
lent vocation. 

Are we not extremely defedive to ourfelves, if, in- 
dulging a wretched humour of lazinefs, we will not 
enjoy thofe fweet pleafures, nor embrace thofe great 
profits, to which God in mercy calleth us ? 
, If Solomon faid true, He that getteth wifdom^ loveth Prov. xix. 
his own fold ; he that keepeth underfiandirtg^ fhallfind^* 
good ; how little friends are we to ourfelves, how neg- 
leftful of our own welfare, by not ufing the means of 
getting wifdom \ 

The heart of him that hath underfiariding feeleth^^"''^''* 
hnowledgey faitn Solomon. What a fool then is he ^*' 
that fhunneth it ; who, though it be his way and his 
fpecial duty to feek it, yet negledleth it ; choofing 
rather to do nothing, or to do worfe ! 

And do we not deferve great blame, difpleafure, 
VOL. I. z and 
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s B R M.and difgrace from mankind, if, having fuch opportu- 
XVI, nitics of qualifying ourfelves to do good, and fervc 
the public, we by our idlenefs render ourfelves worth- 
lefe and ufelefs ? 

How, being flothful in our bufinefs, can we an- 
fwer for our violating the wills, for abufing the good- 
nefe, for perverting the charity and bounty of our 
worthy founders and benefactors, who gave us the 
good things we enjoy, not to maintain us in idlenefs, 
but for fupports and encouragements of our induflry? 
How can we excufe ourfelves from difhonefl^^ and 
perfidious dealing, feeing that we are admitted to 
thefe enjoyments under condition, and upon confi- 
dence (confirmed by our free promifes and mofl: fo- 
lemn engagements) of ufing them according to their 
pious intent, that is, in a diligent profecution of our, 
ftudies, in order to the fervice of God and of the 
public ? 

Let every Scholar, when he mifpendeth an hour, 
or fluggeth on his bed, but imagine that he heareth 
the voice of thofe glorious kings or venerable pre- 
lates, or worthy gentlemen complaining thus, and 
rating him ; Why, fluggard, doft thou againft my 
will poflefs my eftate ? Why doft thou prefume to 
occupy the place due to an induftrious perform? Why 
doft thou forget or defpife thy obligation to my kind- 
nefs ? Thou art an ulurper, a robber, or a purloiner 
of my goods, which I never intended for fuch as 
thee. I challenge thee of wrong to myfelf, and of fa- 
crilege toward my God, to whofe fervice 1 devoted 
thofe his gifts to me. 

How reproachful will it be to us, if that expoftula- 
Prov. x¥ii. tion may concern us. Wherefore is there a price in the 
**• handofafooltogetwifdomjeeinghehath no heart toitt 

If to be a dunce or a bungler in ^ny profeffion be 
ihameful, how much more ignominious and infamous 
to a Scholar to be fuch ? from whom all men expeft, 
that he ihould excel in intelleftual abilities, and be 
able to help others by his inftrudlion and advice. 

Nothing 
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Nothing furely would more grate on the heart ofs e r m. 
one that hath a fpark of ingenuity, of modefly, of xvi. 
generous good nature^ than to be liable to fuch an ' 

imputation. 

To avoid it therefore (together with all the guilt, 
and all the mifchiefs attending on floth) let each of 
us, m God's name, carefully mind his bulinefs ; and 
let the grace and bleffing of Grod profper you therein. 
Amen. 
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SERMON Xvn. 

Keep thy Heart with all Diligence, &c^ 

Ptiov. iv. 23. 

Ke^p thy Heart with all Diligence^ &c, 

IjEFQRE we do apply ourfelves to inculcate this sekH. 
precept, it is requifite that we fhould fomewhat xvii^ 
explain the terms, and fettle the meaning thereof; in ■ » 
doing that we begin with the laft. words, which qua- 
lify the aftion enjoined as to its degree, or extent ; 
votth all diligence I the words (•^^aSTO'V^S) anfweringta 
thefe in the Hebrew, do, according to the various 
ufe or force of the particle p, admit a threefold ac-^ 
ception. They may (i.) denote abfolutely the in- 
tenfehefe in degree, or extenfion in kind, of the per- 
formance required in this precept : -ifMnj ^vt^olu^ tu'^h 
Wv Kot^iiav, Omni cujiodia ferva eor tuum j keep th?' 
fceart with all cuftbdy ; that is, with all forts or \jpth 
^1 degrees of care and diligence; fo the LXX^« Inter- 
preters, and the vulgar Latin following them, i?erv. 
der thofe words. They may, (2.) taking the particle 
for a Mem excellenti^e, as they call it, fignify com- 
paratively, pfie omni aiftodia ferva cor tuum ; keep thy 
nean above all keeping; that is^ efpecially and moref 
than thou keepeft any other thing ; fo doth Pagnipr 
iinderftand them, not without caofcy both for the 
rcafon fubjoined herc^ hecauje from it ure theiff^es of 
life; i^at k, i]«eeauiGb it is the prihcip^ part ^nd foi^ 
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SERM.tain of all vital operations, and therefore deferveth 
XVII. the beft cuftody ; as alfo for that in what follows, and 
in other places of Scripture frequently, we are^njoined 
to keep our tongues from bad difcourfe, our eyes 
from wandering after bad objedls, our feet from de- 
clining to bad courfes; and therefore probably in 
comparifon to thefe, although needful and inferior 
cuftodies, we are admonilhed to this moft efpeci- 
ally incumbent cuftody of our hearts. They may 
alfo, (3.) and that probably enough, be taken fo 
as to denote the univerfality of the objecft, or matter 
of this keeping, or the adequate term and bound 
thereof; keep thy heart, iirl wavro^ ^uXayjxaTo?, ah otnnt 
re cujtodienda^ from every thing which it ihould be 
kept from; that is, from every thing ofFenfive or 
hurtful to it: fo did AquUa and Theodotion tranf- 
late the words. Thefe fenfes are all of them good, 
and each may fairly pretend to find place in the 
meaning of the words ; which of them with moft 
likelihood I fhall not difcufs, meaning only to infift 
upon the fubftance of the precept; the nature of 
which being duly confidered, will infer that it is io 
be obfefved according to the manner and meafurc 
prefcribed, underftood according to any of thofc 
fenfes, or according to all of them conjointly. 

As for the meaning of the words, Keef thy hearty 
two inquiries may be made: i.what the heart is, 
which Solomon advifeth us to keep ; 2. what to keep 
it doth import. 

To the firft I anfwer, that in the ftyle of Scripture 

the heart doth commonly import the whole inward 

iumi.vii. man, the • f<r« av^jwiroc, the man within usy as St. Paul 

**pfer - ^pcaketh, the ycpiyieroq rii; na^ilocf olv^fwrofy the Jodden 

'^^'^'pian of the heart, as St. Peter calleth it, comprehend- 
ing all the thoughts and imaginations, all the incli- 
nations and difpofitions, all the judgments and opi- 
nions, all the paffions and afTedlions, all the refolu- 
tions and purpofes formed within us ; in fhort, all 
interior, whether tendencies to niove> or a<Slual mo- 
tions 
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tions of human foul. For the Scripture (by the way we s e r m. 
may obferve it) feemeth to favour that anciently moft xvn. 

common and current opinion^ embraced by Ariftotlc 

himfelf, even as true in ftricft philofophy, although 
rejected by moft of the latter fchools, that the heart, 
that material part and principal entrail of the body, 
is the chief feat of the foul, and immediate inftru- 
ment of its nobleft operations. However, becaufe 
the heart in a man's breaft is moft inwardly feated, 
moft fecluded from light, guarded from accefs, fenced 
from danger, thence whatever is inmoft, moft invifi- 
ble, moft inacceffible in any thing, is called the heart 
thereof; and all a man's fecret thoughts, inclinations, 
opinions, affeAions, defigns are involved in this name; 
fomerimes all, or divers of them conjunAly are called 
his heart ; fomerimes any one of them lingly (as there 
is fubje A or occafion of ufing the word) is fo termed : 
inftances in every kind are innumerably many, and 
very obvious ; and therefore I Ihall not fpend time 
in producing any, but Ihall fuppofe that here the word 
may be underftood in its utmoft extent, fo as to 
comprehend all the particulars intimated; there be- 
ing no apparent reafon for preferring or excluding 
any ; all of them being capable of moral quality, both 
limply and immediately in themfelves, and confe- 
quentially as they may be the principles of good or 
bad actions ; and becaufe all of them may be, need 
to be, ought to be, the objefts of the keeping here 
enjoined. 

But then, what is this keeping? I anfwer, that the 
word as applied to this matter is efpecialjy capable 
of three fenfes, each of which may be exemplified. 

I. It may imply to obferve, that is, to keep it ' 

under a conftant view, as it were ; to mark or attend 
unto, to inquire into and ftudy our heart. So, Afypror. zxiil* 
fon^ faith the wife man, give me thy hearty and let thine *^' 
eyes keep (or obfer\'e) my ways. The fame \Vord which 
"here, is there ufed both in the Hebrew and Creek, and 
can there well lignify no other cuftody, but thatof at- 

24 tending 
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8 £ a M. tending unto ; it being the office of the eye only to 

XVII. look aifd obferve. Likewife, Obferve^ fmth God in 

DeuL xii. the Law, and hear aUjhefe words which I command 

*8. thee ; that is, hear them very attentively : and fo in 

divers other places. 

2. It may alfo denote the governance, or good ma- 
nagement of our hearts; keeping all the motions there* 
of in due order, within fit compafs ; applying them 
to good, and reftraining them from bad things: fo the 

Kaim Pf^mift ufeth the word, when he f^th, 1 will keef 

xxxix. I. ^ mouth with a bridle ; that is, I will fo rule and euro 

it, that no evil language fliall iflbe from it : fo whea 

Ccci. T. X. the wife man adviteth to keep our foot when we go to 

the houfe of God \ by keeping it, he means rightly to 

guide and order our proceedings ; or well to difpofe 

ourfelves when we addrefs ourfelves to religious per- 

Prov. xxvii^formances : fo again, He^ faith he, that keepeth thefig* 

**' tree^Jhall eat the fruit thereof \ he that keepeth it, that 

is, he that drelFeth and ordereth it to advantage for 

bearing fruit. 

3. Again, keeping may be taken for preferving, 
guarding, fecuring from mifchief or damage : which 
indeed is the moft common ufe of the word ; and 
therefore we need no inftancing to countenance it. 

Now any of thefe fenfes may be intended here, or 
.all of them together; and they indeed are in the na- 
ture of the thine fo coherent, or fo mutually de- 
Eendent one on the other, that any one of them can 
ardly be pradlifed without the reft: for without 
.heedfaUy obferving our heart, we cannot well govern 
it; and an ill governed heart cannot eafily be attended 
to ; and without both watchful obfervation, and fkil- 
.fal management of it, we cannot guard it from evil; 
and reciprocally without guarding it, we cannot well 
rule It, or duly mind it: fuch a complication there 
is in pradlice of thefe three cuftodies. 

I Ihall at prefent only difcourfe concerning the firft 
of them, which feems in the nature of things, and ac- 
cording to our method of aiding, to precede. Accord* 

ing 
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iflg to this expofition, when it is faid, Keep thy hearts s n wtk 
wiih all diligence^ we may underftand it, as if each xviu 

of us were thus advifed : With a moft conftant and ^ 

wary care obferve all the interior propenfions and 
motions of thy foul ; whatever is done, or defigned 
within thee ; whither thy defires lean, what thy af- 
fefiions are ftirred by, to what thy judgment of 
things doth lead thee, with greateft attention and 
affiduity mark and ponder it. 

It is a peculiar excellency of human nature, which 
feemeth more to diftinguifli a man from any inferior 
rank of creatures, than bare reafon itfelf, that he can 
refleft upon all that is done within him, can difcern 
the tendencies of his foul, is acquainted with his own 
purpofes. Some Ihadows of other rational operations 
are difcoverable in beafts ; and it is not eafy to con- 
vince them, who from plaufible experiments do af- 
firm them fometimes t6 fyllogize : but no good rea- 
fon or experience can, I fuppofe, make it probable, 
that they partake of this reflexive faculty ; that they 
do ever regard, or remark upon their own imagina- 
tions : they feem always to march direftly forward 
with a blind impetuoufnefs toward fome pleafing ob- 
ject, without attending to the fancy that guides 
them, or the appetite which excites them : neither 
indeed do they feem to need any fuich power in or- 
der to the prefervation of their life, or gratifying of 
their fenfe, which are the main ends they were de- 
nned and fitted for. But man being defigned by 
his Maker, difpofed by the frame of bis nature, and 
obliged by a law impofed on him, not to follow ca- 
fiial impulfes from exterior objedts, nor the bare con- 
duft of his imagination, nor the fway of his natural 
propenfides, but to regulate as well the internal work* 
ings of his foul, as his external anions, according to 
certain laws or rules prefcribed him; to fettle his 
thoughts upon due objefts, to bend his inclinations 
■ into a right frame, to conftrain his aflfedlions within 
due bounds, to redlify his judgment of things, to 

ground 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



34<S Keep, thy Heart with all Diligence. 

SBXM.ground his purpofes upon honeft reafons, and dire A 
XVII. them unto lawful matters ; it is needful, that he 

^^ fhould have this power of difcerning whatever moveth 

or pafleth within him ; what he thinks upon, whither 
he inclines, how he judgeth, whence he is afFecSled, 
wherefore he doth refolve ; without this power he 
could not be a moral ^ent, not able to perform any 
duty, not properly fubje6l to any law, not liable to 
render an account of his doings. Did he not perceive 
his own thoughts, how could he difpel them, when 
they are bad, or vain ? Might he not obferve his own 
inclinations, how could he ftrive to reftrain them, or 
to reform them, when they draw to unlawful prac- 
tices ? Were he not fenfible of his afFeftions, how 
could he endeavour to reduce or compofe them, when 
they become exorbitant or tumultuous ? Were he not 
confcious of his own opinions, how could he weigh 
and examine them ; how could he conform his aftions 
to them, or pracftife according to the dictates of his 
confcience ? It is therefore plainly needful that man 
fliould be endued with this power, for that without 
it he can neither perform the duty required of him, 
nor enjoy the benefits he is capacified and defigned 
for : our Maker therefore hath conferred it upon us, 
our duty confifts in its right ufe, our advantage arifeth 
from the conftant and careful exercife of this excel- 
lent faculty : conftant and careful, I fay : conftant, for 
obfervation implies fo much ; for, if ever we Ihut our 
eyes, or turn our heads afide, what we look to may 
be gone ; much therefore will pafs away undifcerned 
and unobferved by us; efpecially fuch quick and fleet- 
ing things as are the interior motions of our foul will 
efcape ; wherefore a continual vigilancy is requifite to 
a keeper of the heart : it muft alfo be careful ; as the 
keeper of a thing fo nimble and flippery muft not 
fleep, fo he muft not flumber ; he muft not be ofci- 
tant, but very intent upon his charge ; fuperiicial. 
glances upon the outward face, as it were, of the 
foul will not fuffice : to obferve, is with earneft care 

to 
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to look through the matter, to difcern whatever s e r h. 
lurketh therein, to pierce into the very depth and xvii. 
bottom of it, to foy through every nook and corner 
therein ; otherwile it is but llightly viewed rather 
than truly obferved ; efpecially fo fubtle, fo intricate, 
fo obfcure a thing as a man's heart is, requireth an 
extraordinary applio^tion of mind in obferving it with 
judgment and fruit. 

This is then our duty, recommneded by the wife 
man, to be continually with extreme diligence look- 
ing inward upon ourfelves, obferving what thoughts 
fpring up within us, what imaginations find moft 
welcome harbour in our breafts, what objefts moft 
affecft us with delight, or difpleafure, (what it is that 
we love and readily embrace, what we diftafte and 
prefently rejeA,) what prejudices do poffefs our minds ; 
wherefore we propofe to ourfelves fuch undertak- 
ings ; converfing with ourfelves, and as it were dif- 
courfing in this manner : What is it that I think 
upon ? are my thoughts ferious, feafonable, and pure? 
Whither do I propend ? are my inclinations com- 
pliant to God's law, and good reafon ? What judg- 
ments do I make of things ? are my apprehenfions 
clear, folid, fure, built upon no corrupt prejudice ? 
What doth moft eafily ftir me, and how is my heart 
moved ? are my afFedlions calm, and orderly, and well 
placed ? What plots do I contrive, what projedls am 
I driving on ? are my defigns good, are my inten- 
tions upright and fincere ? Let me throughly inquire 
into thefe points, let me be fully fatisfied in them ; 
thus Ihould we continually be doing. The holy 
Scripture doth often bid us to judge ourfelves, to ex- 
amine our works; to fearch and try; to weigh, to 
heed, to watch over our ways : If, faith St. Paul, we t cor. xi. 
would judge (difcern or diftinguiih) ourfelves^ ^^^^^'^e;u««^.- 
not he judged \ that is, we Iho^ild avoid thofe mifcar-J/i»eiv' 
ti^^es, which bring the divine judgments upon us : ^**' ^*- ^ 
and. Let us, faith the prophet Jeremiah, fearch andi^m, vu. 
tr^ our waySf and turn urito the Jjord\ and. If aid, /pfii.xxxix 
:. wilh^ 
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M^TiU^wiJltdke heed to nvf ways^ faith the Pfidmift; and^ 
XVII. Fonder the path of thy feet i and let aU thf ways beeflai* 
l>^y j^^ lijhed, is the wife man's advice: Search our ways, and 
ai6. * ponder our paths ; this implies, that we firft do ex* 
amii^ and weigh our hearts ; for there our ways be- 
gin ; thence is niotion derived to our fiset, and to our 
hands alfo: all our aftions depei^ as effefts of theniy 
all do receive their moral quality thence : whatever 
Markvii. in our doings is good or bad, Xxra^iv exiropguirflw^ doth 
*^* (as our Lord expreffeth it) ilfuc from widiin us ; onr 

adlions are but ftrcams, fweet or bitter, clear or fouly 
according to the tinAure they receive at thofe in- 
ward fources of good or evil inclinations, of true or 
falfe judgments, of pure or corrupt intention ; there 
Confequently we are principally obliged to exercife 
the fcrutiny and trial required (rf us* 

Socrates is reported to have much admired that 
verfe in Homer, 

GelK xiv. OrTi to* Iv fAtyd^oici xooiov t iytAiv rt rirvxra^i* 

^' affirming, that in it the fum of all wifdom is com- 

prifed: the fenfe and drift thereof being this, as he 
took it: Seek and ftudy what good or bad is at home, 
^vithin thy houfe j fee how all goes in thy breaft; em- 
ploy thy chief inquiry upon the afl^rs of thy foul; 
there confining thy curiofity and care. 

Such is the duty ; and the praftice thereof is of 
huge profit and ufe, bringing many great benefits 
and advantages with it : the negleA of it is attended 
with many grievous inconveniences and mifchicfe; 
and for perfuading to the one, difluading from the 
other, I fliall propound fome ofthem, fuch as aremoft 
obvious, and oflfer themfelves to my meditation. 

The moft general and mofl: immediate advantage 
arifing hence is this, that by fuch a conftant and 
careful infpedlion, or fl:udy upon our hearts, we may 
arrive to a competent knowledge of, and a true ao 
quaintance with ourfelves, (a mofl: ufeful knowledge, 
a mofl: beneficial acquaintance ;) neither of them bo- 
ing otherwife attainable. The heart, as you know the 

Prophet 
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Prophet fay% if duMftful above ali things ; and^ whoj s e r m** 
zAish&y can know it? Who can know it ? None, it xvii. 
feems, but God, that naadc it; and the man that hath j^JTxvirZ 
it: be that hath it mvift, I lay, be able competently to ^ 

know it. Even in regard to him the qucftion may in- 
timat(^ fome difficulty; but it doth not denote an at> 
Mite impofiibility ^ Hard it may be for qs to kxKSW 
the beaft> hj reafon of its deccitfidne(a ; but the IHeft 
impofture, if narrowly looked into, may be deteAed, 
lit is a .very fubtle and abftrufc^ a very Tanoos and 
mutaUe thing; the multiplicity of objeAs it doth 
converfe with, the divers alterations it is fubge<Sfc to^ 
from bodily temper, cuflom, conapany, example^ 
other unaccountable caufes, cfpedally its proncncft 
to comply with, and to fuit its judgments of tlungs 
mio prefent circumiSiancea without^ and prefent ap- 
petites wildiin, do render it fuch;. wherefore it is noC 
iod^ed eafy to know it ; but yet poffible it is; for un- 
der fevere penalties we arc obliged not to be deceived 
by it ; OB, which b all one, not to fufier it to be de- 
ceived : LU no many fath St. Paul, deceive him/elf : iCot.wu 
See th0f ye be not deseivedy faith our Saviour: ^^^^uj^g^xi 
heedy faith Mofes, to yatarf elves ^ that your heart benot%. 
deceived. Such precepts there are many, obliging us^^*"*- **' 
to know our hearts, and to difcover the fallacies put 
on them> or upon us by them ; carrpng with them 
diredlions how to compafs it; that is, by looking 
^bout us, and taking heed, by careful circumfpec- 
tion and caution. It is therefore a feafible thing to 
avoid being impofed upon, and well to underftand 
ourfelyes. But as other abftrufe pieces of knowledge, 
fo this efpecially cannot be attained without induf- 
trious applications of our mind, and cohflrant obfer- 
vations^ to find the corners wherein the deceit lurks ; 
we muft purfue its fecret windings and intrigues ; we 
muft trace it ftep by ftep, as hunters do wild beafts, 
into the utmoft recefles of its firft defires, and moft 
deeply radicated prejudices; we muft do as David 
did, when he ftrove to free himfelf from diftruft and 

impatience 
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BEAM.jtnjatience in his ftraits: / communed with my. own 
^yii* hearty faith he, and myfpirit made diligent fearch : by 
Hal. ixxvii. which prafticc he found, as he farther acquaints us, 
^' '®* that it was Aw infirmity, which moved him to doiibt 
of God's mercy and benignity toward him. Cicero 
having fomewhere commended philofophy as the moft 
excellent gift by heaven beftowed upon man, ailigns 
this reafbn ; * becatife it teaches us, as all other things, 
Jo efpecially this of all mofi difficult thing, to know 
ourfelves. But he, with his favour, doth feem to pro- 
mile for his friend more than Ihe is able to perform j 
the main part of this knowledge doth lie beyond the 
reach of any particular method ; the empyric feeto 
to have more to do here than the^docftor. Philofophy 
may perhaps afford us fome plaulible notions con- 
<:erning the nature of our foul, its ftate, its power, 
its manners of acfting -, it may prefcribe fome wide 
direftions about proceeding in the difcovery of our- 
felves ; but the particular knowledge (and therein the 
chief difficulty lieth) of ourfelves, how our fouls 
fland inclin^ and difpofed, that only our particular 
camefl ftudy and alfiduous obfervation can yield 
unto us ; and it is an ineflimable advantage to ob- 
tain it. All men are very curious and inquifitive 
after knowledge ; the being endued therewith palTeth 
for a goodly ornament, a rich pofTelfion, a matter of 
great fatisfaAion, and much ufe : men are common-^ 
Jy afhamed of nothing fo much as ignorance ; but if 
any knowledge meriteth efteem for its worth and 
ufefulnefs, this, next to that concerning Almighty 
God, may furely befl pretend thereto ; if any igno^ 
xance delerveth blame, this certainly is mofl liabk 
thereto : to be ftudious in contemplating natural cf- 
feAs, and the caufes whence they proceed ; to b6 
fverfcd in the writings and flories of other men'i 

^ Haec enim una nos cum caeteras res omnes^ tum^juod eftdif- 
ficillimum^ docuit, ut nofaiet ipfos nofcefemus. Cicero de Up' 
kis, I. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Keep thy Heart with all Diligence. 35 1 

doings ; to be pragmatical obfefvers of what is f^d s e ji u,^ 
or done without us, (that which perchance may little xvii, 
concern, little profit us to know,) and in the mean"^ ^ 

while to be ftrangers at home, to overlook what paf- 
feth in "our own breafts, to be ignorant of our moft 
near and proper concernments, is a folly, if any, to be 
derided, or rather greatly to be pitied, as the fource 
of many great inconveniences to us. For it is from 
ignorance of ourfelves that we miftake ourfelves for 
other perfons than we really are ; and' accordingly we 
behave ourfelves toward ourfelves with great indecen- 
cy and injuftice ; we affume and attribute to ourfelves 
that which doth not anywife belong unto us, or be- 
come us : as put the cafe we are ignorant of the perfons 
we converfe with, as to their cjuality, their merit, their 
humour; we fhall be apt to mifcalland miftake them; 
to mifbehave ourfelves m our demeanour toward them; 
to yield them more or lefs refpeA than befits them; to , 

crofs them rudely, or unhandfomely to humour them: 
in like manner, if we be ftrangers to our hearts, fhall 
we carry ourfelves toward our own felves ; we fhall 
hence, like men in a frenzy, take ourfelves for extra- 
ordinary people, rich and noble, and mighty, when 
indeed, our condition being duly eftimated, we are 
wretchedly mean and beggarly. We do frequently hug Rev. iu. 17. 
ourfelves, (or rather fhadows in our room,) admiring 
ourfelves for qualities not really being in us; ap- 
plauding ourfelves for actions nothing worth ; fuch 
as proceed from ill principles, and aim at bad ends; 
when as, did we turn our thought? inwards, and re- 
gard what we find in our hearts, by what inclinations 
we are moved, upon what grounds we proceed, wc 
fhould be afhamed, and fee caufe rather to bemoan 
than to blefs ourfelves : defcending into ourfelves **, 
we might perchance difcern that moft of our gallant 
performances (fuch as not confidering our hearts we 



* Ut nemo in fcfc tentat defcendere, nemo. 
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jJEHM.prefume them to be) are derived from felf-love or 
'XVII. pride \ from defire of honour, or love of gain ; 
'"■~*-*^ from fear of damage or difcredit in the world, rather 
than out of love, reverence, and gratitude^ toward 
Gfod, of charity^ compaffion, and good will toward 
our brethren, of fober regard to our own true wel- 
fare and happinefs ; which are the only commend- 
able principles, and grounds of adtion. St. Luke 
lukc xviii, telleth us of certain men, vAio perjuaded themfehes 
^* that they were righteous, and defpfed others ; upon oc- 

caiion of whom our Saviour diftateth the parable of 
die Pharifee and Publican. Whence, think we, came 
that fond confidence in the.mfelves, and proud con- 
tempt of others ? ^ From ignorance furely of them- 
felves, or from not obferving thofe bad difpofitions, 
thofe wrong opinions, thofe corrupt fountains within, 
from whence their fuppofed righteous deeds did flow. 
Oal.vi.3> Jf ar^ man, faith St. Paul, ginng an account of fuch 
^ prefumptions, thinks himfelf to hejomething, when he is 

nothing, laurov (p^tvxigxr'i^ he cheats himfelf in his mind; 
hut let every man examine his work, arid then he Jhall 
tLy$\m»rU have rejoicing in himfelf alone ^ (or privately with him- 
^^* felf ;) tome, he implieth, do impofe upon and de- 
lude themfelves, imagining themfelves fomebodies, 
(endued forfooth with admirable quahties, or to have 
achieved very worthy deeds,) when as, if they would 
inquire into themfelves, they fhould find no fuch 
matter; that themfelves were no fuch men, and 
their works no fuch wonders : but if, faith he, a 
man doth, SoxiiAoil^nv JaurS to gpyov, implore and ex- 
amine what he doth, and in refult thereof doth 
dearly perceive, that he adleth upon good reafons, 
and with honefl: intentions, then may he indeed en- 
joy a folid interior fatisfatSlion, (a true xau^^nwa, or 
exultation of mind,) whatever others, not acquainted 
with thofe inward fprings of his motion, do pleafe to 

^ *Paro9 ieutTot dvaraivf ttal owBai ittai n iiU o»T«j tml vk »«^ 
IdIh; fvat^fMtof, Nazianz, Oral, 27. 

judge 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Keep thy Heart with aJl Diligence. ^^^ 

s 

judge of him, and his proceedings. No man indeed s e r m.^ 
can truly value himfel^ or well approve of his own xvii/ 
doings, lb as to find any perfedl comfort in himfelf, 
or in them, who doth not by ftudying himfelf difco- 
ver whence and why he afts : one may be a flatterer, 
but cannot be a true friend to himfelf, who doth not 
thoroughly acquaint himfelf with his own inward 
ftate ; who doth not frequently confult and Converfe 
with himfelf: a friend to himfelf, I faid; and to be fo 
is one of the ^eatefl: benefits that human life can 
enjoy ; that which will moft fweeten and folace our 
life to us : friendfhip with others (with perfons ho- 
neft and intelligent) is a great accommodation, help- 
ing much to allay the troubles and eafe the burthens 
of life ; but friendfhip with ourfelves is much more 
neceflary to our well-being; for we have continual 
opportunities and obligations to converfe with our- 
felves ; we do ever need aflifliance, advice, and com- 
fort at home ^ : and as commonly it is long ac- 
quaintance and familiar intercourfe together, which 
doth conciliate one man to another, begetting mu- 
tual dearnefs and confidence, fo it is toward one's 
felf : as no man can be a friend to a mere ftranger, 
or to one whofe temper, whofe humour, whofe de- 
figns he is ignorant of; fo cannot he be a friend to 
himfelf % if he be unacquainted with his own dif- 
pofition and meaning ; he cannot in fuch a cafe rely 
upon his own advice or aid when need is, but will 
fufpeft and diftruft himfelf; he cannot be pleafant 
company to himfelf, but fliall be ready to crofs and 
fall out with himfelf; he cannot adminifter confola- 
tion to his own griefs and diftrefles ; his privacy will 
become a defertion, his retirement a mere folitude. 

*^ ■ patriae quis cxul fe quoque fugit ? 

•v^ dtanXxffah th hoyiffyiOf its (pus \f' iavlh^ xai frt^taraytTt' dxk' yi 'tI'V- 
X*) yiyiAvaet ttetKUf frarro^avuPf xa» (ffirlova-a, xou foSovijJri t« iif^ot, I m- 
rij^'a StJpafi, ^c. Plut, de Curtof, p. 916. 
VOL. I. A a But 
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3 £ R M. But pafling over this general advantage, I Ihall with 
XVII. fome more minutenefs of difljndlion confider divers 
particular advantages accruing from the pradice of 
this duty, together with the oppofite inconveniences, 
which are confequent upon the negleA thereof, ia 
the following difcourfe. 



SERMON 
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SERMON XVm. 

Keep thj Heart with all Diligence, &c. 



Prov. iv. 23. 
Keep thy Heart with all Diligence^ &c. 

JL PROCEED to the particular advantages of the s e r m, 
practice of this duty, and the inconveniences of the xviii. 

negledl of it. ^•--.-.*— , 

I. The conftant and careful obfervation of our 
hearts will ferve to prevent immoderate felf-love and 
felf- conceit ; to render us fober and modeft in our 
opinions concerning, and in our afFedlions toward 
ourfelves ; qualifying us to comply with the apofto- 
lical precept, p,ij (p^oviiv uTrtp Si7 p^ovii-j^ that is, not to 
overween, or overvalue ourfelves, and our own things^: 
for he that, by ferious infpecftion upon his own heart, 
Ihall difcern how many fond, impure, and ugly 
thoughts do fwarm within him ; how averfe his in- 
clinations are from good, and how prone to evil ; 
how much his afFedfions are mifplaced and diftem- 
pered, (while he vehemently delights in the poffeffion, 
and impotendy frets for the want of trifles, having 
fmall content in the fruition, and but flender dif- 
pleafure for the abfence of the greateft goods ; while 
empty hopes e^talt him, and idle fears deje6l him ; 
while other various pafl[ions, like fo many tempefl:s, 
drive and tofs him all about;) who ftiall obferve, how 

A a 2 clouds 
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8 E R M glouds of darknefs, error, and doubt do hover upon 
XVIII. the face of his foul; fo that he quickly taketh up 
opinions, and foon layeth them down, and often 
turneth from one miftake unto another; how un- 
fettled his refolutions are, efpecially in the purfuance 
of the beft goods, and what corrupt mixtures cleave 
to his beft purpofes ; who taketh notice how back- 
ward he is unto, and how cold in, devotions toward 
God ; how little fenfible of his goodnefs, or fearful of 
his difbleafure, or zealous for his honour, or careful 
of performing his duty toward him; how little alfo 
it is that he defireth or delighteth in the good, that 
he pitieth and grieveth at the evil of his neighbour ; 
how fluggifh alfo and remifs he is in the purfuance 
of his own beft affairs, and higheft concernments ; he 
that doth, I fay, frequently with heedfulnefs regard 
thefe imperfeAions and obliquities in his own heart, 
how can \it be ravilhed with felf-love ? How can he 
be much taken with himfelf ? Can any man dote 
upon fuch deformity, admire fuch weaknefs and 
naughtinefs ? No furely : that men are fo amorous of 
themfelves, fo haughty and arrogant in their con- 
ceits, doth conftantly arife from not refiecfting on 
their own hearts ; not beholding themfelves wiftly 
euQugh in that mirror -, not confidering according 
to juft reprefentation there how little lovely or wor- 
thy they are: if they did praAife that, they would 
fee reafon, and thence become inclinable rather to 
defpife, to loath, to pity themfelves. 

^. Upon that advantage is confequent, that this 
practice will difpofe us with equanimity and pa- 
tience to bear all crofles and grievances befalling 
us * ; fo producing not only an excellent virtue, 
but a coniiderable folace to us ; for the being con- 
fcious of fo much unworthinefs, which obfervation 
of our heart will neceflfarily difcover, will not only 
juftify the providence, (fo removing all juft caufe of 

* Leniter ex merito quicquid patiare ferendum eft. (yvid, Ep. 5. 

complaint,) 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Keep thy Heart iviih all Diligence. 357 

complaint,) but will commend the benignity of God s e n Ac. 
unto us, (fo adminiftering good matter of thanks.) xviii. 
It will prompt us heartily to confefs with thofe in — 
Exra, that our puni/hments are lefs than our defervings ; Ezra ix. 13. 
to join in acknowledgment with the Pfalmift, that 
God hath not dealt with us after ourJinSj nor rewardedvi. ciii. la. 
us according to our iniquities ; to fay with Jeremiah, //Lam. iii. 
is of the LorSs mercy that we are not confumed^ hecaufe *** 
his compajjions fail not ; with Jacobs I am lefs than anyOtn, xxxii, 
of thy mercies. • *®' 

3. Particularly this practice will fence us againft 
immoderate difpleafure occafionable by men's hard 
opinions, or ralh cenfures paffed on us : for he that 
by inquiry into himfelf perceives fo many defeAs in 
himfelf, will not fo eafily nor fo greatly be offended, 
if fome of them (or fome like to them) be objedt- 
ed to him ; fince he finds himfelf truly liable to 
many more, and greater. Epi6letus'3 advice is, when 
you are told, that any man fpeaks ill of you, that 
you fhould not apologize, but anfwet only, that he 
was ignorant of many other faults of yours, or he 
would not only have mentioned thofe. To be dif- 
)ofed, without diflembling or atfFedion, to follow 
lis courjfel, would argue a man very intelligent of 
iimfelf7 and well prepared to endure happUy and 
landfomely encounters of this kind, which every 
man Ihall be fure to meet with. None indeed can 
fo contentedly brook reproach, or blame, as he that 
by intimate acquaintance with his own heart doth 
know the ccnfure paffed on him to be in efFedl mild 
and favourable ; as finding himfelf a witoefs of more 
faults, than any advetfary can accufe him of; as 
being a fl:ri6ter examiner and feveter judge of him- 
felf, than the moft envious eye, or difaffeded mind 
can be. It is alfo fome comfort, that if cenfures be 
very outrageous, a man by knowledge of himfelf (by 
knowing his own difpofitions, if his perfon be dif- 
figured by a very ill chara6ler ; by knowing his own 
purpofes, if his anions be ^evoufly afperfed) is 

A a 3 certain 
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8 E RM. certain they are fuch ; that he can be as well a f;uth- 
xvui. ful witnefs^ and juft judge for himfelf, as againft 
himfelf. 

4. Likewife this pradlice will defend us, as from 
the difcomforts of harfh cenfure, fo from the mif- 
takes and mifcarriages, to which the more favour- 
able opinions of men, or their flattering expreffions,, 
(thofe lufcious poifons,) may expofe us. 

Nihil eji quod credere defe 

Non poffit^ cum laudatur ^ . 

It is not only true of great men, but even of all 
men : the common nature of men difpofeth them to 
be credulous, when they are comn^ended, or receive 
any fignification of efteem from others : every ear is 
tickled with this r^Si^ov oIxh(fixoi, this fweet mufic of 
applaufe : but we are not to rely upon others' imper- 
fect and ill- grounded judgment, fo much as upon our 
own more certain knowledge concerning ourfelves : 

ne cut de te plus quam tibi credas. 

Take no man's word before thine own fenfe, in what 
concerns thine own cafe and character, is an advice 
deferving our regard and pra6lice : for that a man in 
queflions of this kind is able to be a fkilful and in- 
different umpire between himfelf and others ; that 
be is neither elevated nor depreffed in mind by ex- 
ternal weights, but keepeth himfelf equally poifed m 
^,^ juft confiftence by his own well informed con- 
fcience; that neither his heart is exafperated with 
the bittereft gall of reproach, nor his head intoxi- 
cated with the fweeteft wine of flattery, is an inva- 
luable convenience of life ; or rather it is a virtue 
arguing a nioft flirong and healthful conftitutiori of 
foul. ^ How great a levity ofmindy how great a vanity 
isiti faith a good Fathtiy Jetting ajide a marls own 

^ Index ipfe fuir fe totum explorat ad ungneni> 
Quid proceres, vanique ferat quid opinio vulgi, 

Securus— . 

^ Quae hxc tanta levitas efl animi^ quae tanta vanitas reli^ 
propria confcientia aiieaam opimonem i«qul, et qvidem 6^nir 

atque 
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toiifcience^ to follow other mens opinions, {and even that S E r m. 
feigned and forged^) to befnatched away by the wind of xviii. 
faye praife^ to rejoice in being circumvented^ and to re- 
cei've being mocked for a benefit? From being thus 
abufed, this pradlice alone can fecure us ; if we know 
ourfelves well, we cannot fo eafily be deluded by the 
miftakes of others concerning us, on either hand. 

5. Likewife, farther upon the fame, this pradlice 
will conduce to qualify our opinions, and moderate 
our paflions toward others ; fo that without intempe- 
rate anger, or bitternefs, we may bear the faults, 
errors, and infirmities of our brethren ; that we Ihall 
be benign in our carriage, and gentle in our cenfures 
even toward them, who do not behave themfelves fo 
well and wifely as they Ihould do. St. Pau} thus 
admoniflieth the Galatians ; Brethren^ if a man be Gal. vi. i. 
overtaken in a faulty ye which arefpiritual (the more 
fpiritual, whether in truth, or in our own efteem, the 
more efpecially are we obliged hereto) reftore fuch an 
one in tnefpirit ofmeeknefs^ confidering thyfelf left thou 
may be alfo tempted: o-xottwi/ c-faurov, looking jipon, 
or fpying into thyfelf; fuch confidering ourfelves, 
taking notice of our own infirmity within, perceiving 
how fubjeA we are to the impreffions of temptation, 
and that hence it may be our own cafe to fall and 
faulter, if occafion concur with our weaknefs ; dif- 
cerning this, I fay, as it will be a reafon obliging, fo Marc. Ant 
it may be an inftrument conducing to a mitigation^** '^* 
of fpirit toward thofe, whom we fee overtaken with 
miftake, or overborne by frailty. Why dofi thou fee a Matt. vii. 
mote in thy brother s eye, but doflnot confiderjhe beam^' 
in thine own eye? is- our Saviour's queftion. Why a 
man fhould do ifo, there cannot, as he implies, any 
good reafon* be affigned ; it is a very unreafonable 
and inexcufable mifcarriage : but whence a man do- 

atque fimulatam j rapi vento falfae laudationis, gaudere ad cir- 
oumventioirem fuam, ct illufionem pro bencficio accipere ? Hier, 
(vel PauUnus) ad Celant. 
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BE&M.eth fo, is obvious and plain; it is, becaufe he ca- 
XVIII. rioufly pries into other men's doings, and carelefely 
' neglecfteth the obfervation of his own heart. Did we 

refleft our fight inwards, we fhould be more apt to 
mark our own faults, and lefe ready to difcover thofe 
of others ; or however we fhould be more gendy 
afFedled in regard to them : for he that knows him- 
felf a beggarly wretch, will he reproach poverty to 
another ? He that confulting the glafs doth find 
himfelf ill-favoured, will he upbraid another for 
want of grace or beauty? He that perceives that 
the dart will rebound, and thereby wound himfelf^ 
will he not be careful of flinging it ? Will a man be 
forward in pronouncing a heavy fentence againft 
another, who confiders himfelf by plain confequence 
involved in the condemnation thereof? Should a 
man do fo, he doth at leafl: render himfelf uncapablc 
of apology, or excufe : fo we are told by St. Paul, 
Eom. ii. I. Every cenfurer (iris xf *v«v) is, faith he, inexmfabky 
for that in arraigning another he condemns hin^elf: 
giiiltx is he of inexcufable folly, or impudence j of 
folly and blindnefs, if he fee not ; of extreme impu- 
dence, if, feeing his own obnoxioufnefs, he will not 
abftain fi:om judging others for that, of which him- 
felf is guilty in the fame kind, or equivalently in 
t Sam. xu.fome other. You know how David was caught by 
Nathan, and unwarily adjudged himfelf to deaths 
and fo may every man expofe himfelf, that is rigo- 
rous in cenfure toward others, without reflefting on 
himfelf, and confidering his own heart; wherein he 
fliall find fo much ground and matter of being 
angry with, and judging himfelf^. If we will be fierce 
and keen, it is reafon-we fhould be fo firfl, and 
chiefly there, where our greatefl: enemiis do abide, 



^ Si volumus aequi rerum omnium judices eflc, hoc primum 
nobis fuadeamus, neminem efle noftrum fine culpa. Sen, de Ir. 

Plut. p. <5a4. 

whence 
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whence moft mifchief arifeth to us ; where there is s e r m. 
fitteft matter, and jufteft caufe of paflion : thus is xvin, 
this pradtice a moft proper and effectual remedy for 
thofe baneful vices of pride* and peevifhnefs in our- 
fdves, of malignity and fury toward others. But 
ferther, 

6* The obfervation of our heart yieldeth great 
advantage, in being very conducible to render men 
truly wife and prudent, in thofe thmgs efpecially, 
which moft nearly concern them: giving tliem to 
fee before them, and to underftand what they do ; 
and to proceed without fecurity ; as contrarily the 
negledt thereof rendereth men unadvifed and un- 
certain in their doings. A main point of prudence 
conlifteth in fuiting a man's undertakings to his 
powers and capacities; in not attempting things 
furpalfing his ability, or fitnefs ; and in not declin- 
ing fuch ufefiil or beneficial attempts, as he may 
well compafs. Some are overbold and rafh in fetting 
upon things beyond their ftrength to accomplilh, or 
Ikill to manage ; whence commonly with fhame an^ 
forrow they are defeated in their enterprizes ; others 
are overbackward and difiident, fo as not to adven- 
ture upon what they may with good advantage, or 
perhaps ought to perform ; thence depriving them- 
felves of the benefits they might obtain, or omkting 
the duties, which they are obliged to ; both which 
inconveniences ufually do proceed from the not look- 
ing into and ftudying the heart; for the moft and 
greateft impediments of aftion do lie there ; being 
grounded upon inward indifpofitions, or difagreeable- 
nefs of mei^'s temper, capacity, inclination to the 
matters, to which they apply themfelves. A tender 
foot will be galled and lamed, if you fet it going in 
rugged paths ; a weak head will turn, if you place 
it high, or upon the brink of a precipice ; a foft fpi- 
rit cannot well comport with boifterous employ- 
ment; he that naturally afFe<fts calm and quiet, 
muft not hope to come gfF well, if he engage him- 

felf 
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s E n M. felf upon aflfkifs expofed to abundance of care and 
XVIII. tumult; nor will he, if he be well ftudied this way, 
'' and righly underftand himfelf, adventure thereupon. 

It was as well according ^o wifdom, as modefly, that 
PfaL cxxxi. David could fay, My heart is not haughty, nor mine 
eyes lofty ; neither do I exercife my felf in great matters^ 
or in things too high for me. In every undertaking two 
things occur to be confidered ; what of difficulty is 
found therein, and what of temptation; whether it 
can be done, and whether it fhould be done. It is a 
folly to fpend our care and pains upon that, which is 
too hard for us to effect ; and it is worfe than fo to 
adventure upon that, which moft probably will bring 
Us into fin, and hurt our fouls : only the ftudy of 
ourfelves, weighing our power, and trying our temper, 
will prevent both: he that doeth this may commonly 
forcfee what, the cafe being put, he fhall do ; that if 
fuch a temptation doth aflault him in fuch circum- 
ftances, his inclinations will be apt to comply there- 
^yith, and he Ihall fcarce be able to refift ; that, for in- 
ftance, he Ihall wax haughty in a ftate of dignity, be- 
come luxurious in abundance of wealth, be diftradled 
with care in a bufy employment ; and therefore he will 
flot be fo forward to engage himfelf upon fuch occa- 
fions, danger and mifchief being fo vividly pre-repre- 
fented to his fight. But he that pondereth not his 
own heart is ready to prefume, that, be the bufinefs 
what it will, he fliall come off well ; and fo unadvifedly 
ruftieth into the fnare: he aflumes unwieldy bur- 
thens upon his fhoulders, which he foon feeleth 
forely to opprefa and pain him ; which he can 
neither ^bear with eafe, nor put off with convenience. 
When, for infliance, the Prophet told Hazael what 
cruelties and rapines Ihould, when he got power 
and opportunity, be committed by him; you fee 
a Kings how he was ftartled at the report : Am I a dog ? faith 
▼m. 13. j^^. ^jj^^ jg^ ^^^ J ^^ £^ ^y^ ^^^ ^^^^ p Yes, he might 

himfelf have perceived that he fhould in likelihood 
be fo ; the probatrility of bis doing as the Prophet , 

faid, 
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laid, had been no great news to him, if he had ob- s e r m. 
ferved his own inclinations. Good Agur on the xviii. 
other fide did better underftand himfelf, when he 
prayed,. Give me neither poverty nor riches j hut feed me^tos. xxx. 
with food convenient for me. He was confcious of na-^* 
taral infirmity, and therefore afraid of being in a 
condition that might prevail upon it; of great wealth, 
left it fhould tempt him to forgetfulnefs, and negleft 
of God ; {lefty faith he, / be full and deny thee, and Jay, 
IVho is the Lord?) of extreme want, left it ftiould 
put him upon unjuft, difhoneft, and impious courfes 
to maintain his hfe : lejt^ adds he, / he poor andfteal^ 
and take the name of my God in vain. He faw, by 
looking into himfelf, that felf-love (the root of pride 
and injuftice) was potent in him, and formidable, 
when occafion ihould favour it, and therefore, by im- 
ploring divine aid, he ftrove to decline the advan- 
tages and occafions of it. It was good counfel which 
Xenophon tells us tlie oracle gave Croefus, confulting 
about the fuccefs of his attempt againft Cyrus, SaurovDcCyrf 
yivutTKuv {vSxifAUJv Koo7<r{ Trtci^trti;' Knowing thyfelf thou * '^* 
Jhalt pa/s on happily, (in the courfe of thy life and un- 
dertakings.) Had he, confidering his own ability, in 
relation to the dubious event of things (that as he 
could not promife himfelf good fortune, fo he did not 
know how he fhould comport with bad ; being not 
fure that he fhould overcome either his enemies, or 
himfelf) — thus, I fay, had he compHed with the ora- 
cle's advice, he might have efcaped the lofs and for- 
row which befell him. So is it with us ; if we know 
not the burthen of our veffel, we fhall either put 
more fail to it than it can bear, or lefs than will 
fuffice to carry it on ; it will be overladen, or want 
fit ballaft. If we are ignorant of our capacities, we 
ihall either foar too high with a dangerous con- 
fidence, or grovel below in a fluggifh liftlefTnefs : 
ftudying ourfelves will help to preferve us in a mid- 
dle pitch, will direft us in a moderate courfe, where- 
in we may proceed with fuflicient courage and ala- 
crity ; 
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8BR.M«crity; with a prudent forefight, or at leaft ^th a 

XVIII. comfortable hope of good fuccefs. 

7. Near to that lies another confiderable benefit, 
attending this prafticc, which is, that it will help to 
render us expedite in our refolutions, and conftant 
to them ; confiftent with ourfelves, and uniform in 
pur proceedings ; whence will arife both great con- 
venience to ourfelves, and fatisfaAion to others with 
whom we deal or converfe : as on the contrary fide, 
from the negledl thereof, we Ihall become flow in 
deliberation, doubtful in refolution^ and unliable in 
performance. When any occafion of afting is pre- 
fented, we Ihall be ready to clofe with what is agree- 
able to our inclination^ and not repugnant to our 
judgment, if by due ftudy and experience we are 
acquainted with them : that acquaintance is a cer- 
tain preparation to a fpeedy choice; and we fliall 
upon the fame grounds conftantly adhere to our 
choice, Handing upon fo firm a bafe ; and fo ihali 
neither difcompofe ourfelves, nor dilappoint others 
by our-irrefolution and inconilancy. But he that 
flcills not his own heart, firft will dwell long upon 
confultation, (not feeling perfedlly whither his inward 
bias doth draw him ;) and when he feems upon fome 
fuperficial reafon to have determined on one fide, 
fome difcordance to his own inclination, or fome 
latent prejudice foon difcovering itfelf, he wavers, 
and at length falls off; finding that he hath promifed 
to himfelf, or others, what he is unable or unwilling 

fam. L 8. to perform ; fo, like St. James's two-fouled man, he 
is unfi:eady in all his ways. The hard ftudent of 
himfelf is like a man that hath his eftate in numerator 
in ready cafli, all in his hand, or at his command ; 
he can prefently tell what he can do, and fatisfy 
thofe he hath to do with. Go to him, you may know 
where to have him, even jufl: where you left him, or 
where he ufes to be ; you may expe6t a fudden dif- 
patch, and you may rely upon his word ; for he 
knows before hand what he doeth, and fhall con- 
tinue 
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tiflue to like ; why he determines fo or fo ; and can- s e r M. 
not be removed from his well grounded purpofe, xviii. 
(that which is by the Philofopher termed ratio worsen. dcVit, 
diffidens^ nee htefitanSj a reafon that doth not ftrive,^-^. 
nor ftick, he is mafter of.) But he that negledb 
this practice, what he hath any tide to, Ueth dif- 
perfed, and laid up in comers unknown to himfelf^ 
fo that himfelf cannot come readily by it ; you can 
hardly tell where to find him ; you muft wait his re- 
folution, and when it is told you, you cannot be aC 
fured thereof, nor any wife fatisfied that he will 
ftick to his word, or his mind : he knows not 
throughly what he would have himfelf; can you then 
hope for a certain anfwer from him? He cannot 
well trufl: himfelf; can you then rely upon him ? He 
will find himfelf miftaken and crofied in his own 
choice ; can you expedl lefs ? Quid ejifapientiaf femper^tn, Ep. 
idem velle^ atque idem nolle : Conftancy to a man's felf *®" 
is, faith he, the very being of wifdom : however no- 
thing more befeems a man, more commends him to 
fociety, and fuits him to bufinefs, is more pleafant 
and grateful to thofe who have to do with him, than 
fuch a clear, uniform, fteady difpofition of mind ; 
fuch a fmooth and even tenor ot adtion ; nothing 
renders converfation and commerce more unpleafant, 
than a fickle lubricity of humour, and unaccounta- 
ble deformity of behaviour : that ftudy therefore is 
very ufeful, which conduceth to breed and maintain 
the one, and which removeth the other. 

8. Again, another valuable convenience of this 
praftice is, that it difpofeth unto and preferveth a 
man's mind in a fober temper, agreeable to his ftate, 
and to the circumftances into which he is caft ; fuch 
a temper I mean as that, which the wife man pre- 
fcribes, where he faith. In the day ofprofperity be joy- Eccicf. tU. 
full hut in the day of adverftty conjider. It is apt to*^ 
beget either a comfortable joy, or a wholefome re- 
gret, according as the interior condition of his foul 
{that wherein the chief caufe of the one or of the 

other 
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SB R M. other afFetftion is grounded) doth feafonably and juftly 
XVIII. require. To be tranfported with mirth and jollity in 
a ftate of grievous mifery, when reafon itfelf de- 
mands forrow and pity ; to be lad and dumpifli 
when all things flow prdperoufly ; either of thofe 
will feem marvelloufly incongruous, and argue a 
jkind of ftupidity in him that fo behaves himfelf. 
Now there is not in truth any calamity fo difaftrous 
as that which befalls us within ourfelves, no profpe- 
rity fo worthily delightful as the good proceeding of 
affairs in our fouls : it is the moft excellent pleafure 
a maa is capable of, that which doth fpring from 
the being coofcious, that his mind doth i\}oSi(T5my as 
3 John a. St. John fpeaks, that is, go well forward in a happy 
courfe, that good thoughts freely do fpring up, 
that good inclinations are ftrong and prevalent, that 
good habits of mind wax vigorous, that the love of 
^oodnefs is improved, that he generally doth thrive 
m health and ftrength fpiritual. No increafe of trea- 
furc can aflfedl: the covetous, no rifing in power and 
dignity can fatisfy the ambitious, no enjoyment of 
fenfual entertainments can ravifh the voluptuous 
man with fo true or great content, as the fenliblc 
proficiency in virtuous and pious difpofitions of foul, 
growing richer unto God^ and ftronger in the hopes of 
his favour, do produce in him that doth affecft it, 
and can perceive it : it is a joy in all refpeds incom- 
parable ; only wife and reafonable, pure and inno- 
cent, firm and durable. As on the other hand if it 
be fo that we difcern, that within our hearts bad 
thoughts do fwarm and multiply, bad appetites do 
fway, bad cuftoms do encroach upon us ; that defire 
of and delight in good things decay ; that we be- 
come more dark, dull, unfettled in our fpiritual ap- 
prehenfions, more feeble and languid in our profecu- 
tions of virtue, it is a great benefit. to have a timely 
remorfe prompting and urging us to endeavour a 
deliverance from fo\inhappy a condition: but no man 
can well either enjoy that comfortable delight, or be 

affecfted 
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aflfeAed with this profitable forrow, who doth not see M. 
with a careful attention view his heart, and defcry xvm, 
how things go there. This confideration mindeth 
of a farther and more general advantage accruing 
from this practice ; which is this, that 

9. A ferious infpedlion into our hearts doth much 
avail toward the reformation of our hearts and lives ; 
curing the diftempers and correcting the vices of 
them. For to the curing any difeafe it is requifite 
to know the complexion and temper of the patient, 
and the part affe6led, and the next caufes thereof. 
As the moft grievous of bodily difeafes are feated in, 
or do proceed from, the entrails ; but not all of them 
from the fame one of them ; and the fame difeafe 
depends upon the diftemper fometimes of one, 
fometimes of another among them : fo do all vices 
(as our Saviour exprefsly teacheth) iflue from the Matt. xv. 
heart, or interior man; fome from one, fome from^^* 
another part or region thereof; and the fame from 
different parts : fometimes natural temper, fome- 
times falfe opinion, fometimes evil cuflom is the root 
of the fame kind of difeafe ; and it is expedient we 
Ihould- know diflin<ftly which of them in particular 
cafes is the root, that accordingly we may underfland 
what method of cure to ufe, whence to fetch the re- 
medy, where to apply it ; for unfkilfulnefs in thefe 
points may fruftrate our endeavours of amendment. 
If the mifchief proceed from natural inclination, we 
muil not hope ever utterly to fubdue it, nor to free 
ourfelves fuddenly from the incurfions thereof ; nor 
is bare reafoning a proper weapon againfl it; it being 
grounded in the original conftitution of the foul, 
either immediately, or as linked to the body ; which 
by no operation of our mind can be foon altered ; 
for, ^ No wifdom, as Seneca fpeaketh well, can remove 



^ Nulla fapientia naturalia corporis aut animi vitla potiuntur : 
quicquid infixum et ingenitum eft leniter arte, non vincilur. Sen, 
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8 E R M. /A^ natural vices of body or mind ; what is infixed and 
XVIII. inbred may he allayed by art^ not fubdued. Reafon 
alone and direAly is not able to grapple therewith ; 
fhe will break her teeth upon fo tough and knotty 
matter : it will weary her arms in vain to fwim 
againft the rapid current of natural propenfion ; the 
violent eruptions thereof may indeed fomewhat be 
reflxained ; occafions of complying therewith may 
often be declined; it may in time, and by degrees, 
be weakened by fubtradling the food and incentives 
thereof; but efpecially Devils of this kind muft, as 
our Saviour inftrudleth us, be rejeAed by humble, 
carneft, and frequent invocation of divine afliftance ; 
without which other means commonly will prove ia- 
efieftual. But if the vice proceed only from ill habit, 
or the prevalency of bad cuftom, we are to oppofe a 
contrary cuftom thereto/, prefently difufing that 
pradlice, and afting otherwife, fo llwll we eamy re- 
move and extirpate it : if neither of thefe caufes are 
difcemible, we may prefume our indifpofition is de- 
rived from ill opinion; and that confequendy our 
beft courfe of redreffing it, is to examine the reafon 
of the thing ; to get clear and right apprehtnfions 
concerning it. For example, if we obferve ourfelves 
apt to be frequently tranfported with anger, let us 
look into our hearts, and take notice whether the 
root of that diftemper be a choleric complexion, or 
whether it arife from an habitual indulgence to our- 
felves of being moved upon flight caufes, whereby a 
peevifli humour is grown upon us; or whether it 
Cometh from vain conceits of ourfelves, as of perfons 
imto whom extraordinary deference and obfervance is 
due, fo that no man fliould prefume to diifent from 
our opinion, or contravene our defire ; and as we 
find, fo we muft refpedlively proceed in reprefling 
the caufes of this difeafe ; praying, if it arife from 
nature, to the Omnipotent (the only Lord and Com- 

mander 
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tsmAti of nature,) that he would by his grace free s e r M. 
us fixnn that inflammable temper, and enable us to xviii, 
govern dur paflion; withal Ihunning occafions of 
beirig provoked ; abftaining from fuch diet, fuch 
bufinefe, fuch company, as naturally do kindle or 
ferment that humour: if the malady grow from 
cuftom, ufing ourfelves to bear patiently harlh words, 
unkind dealings, crofs accidents ; if our opinion dif- 
pofe us theneto, reafoning ourfelves into moderate 
conceits about ourfelves, confidering the reafons that 
may acquit or excufe others to us upon occafion of 
offfence : ufing all, or fome of thefe means, or the 
Kfoe, fuch as the obfervation of our heart fhall dif- 
cover to us to be moft proper and fuitable to the 
nature or to the caufe of this diftemper infefting 
us, we (hall wholly, or in good part, rid ourfelves 
fiom it. Again, (to adjoin another example, the 
matter feeming to deferve our heed,) fuppofe wfe ex- 
perience ourfelves inclining to covetoulnefs ; eager 
in getting, folicitous in keeping, unwilling to part 
with our goods upon reaforiable otcafion, (for the 
maintenance of our convenient refpedl in the world, 
or for •relieving the needs of our brethren, or for 
fetving the public, or for promoting the interefts of 
piety and virtue ;) let us then look, and fee whether 
this arifeth from a natural ftraitnefs, hardnefs, fufpi- 
cibufnefs', or diffidence of heart, (fome fuch difpofi- 
tiriris maybt'obferved in men,) or from being, by our 
cfltic^bif or manner of life, entlred to fuch a love 
of getting; 01^ of Ip^ing, or of tenacity ; or whether 
irforings from conceits aboiit the worth, or the nei- 
cettity of wfealth, (that, withbut beirig fumifhed with 
heiaps of ttealufei wc; Ihall come into danger df want 
of difgrade ; we Ihall not be able to maintkih our 
life, of liphdld our credit ; we ' Ihall not enjoy any 
thing, or be any body aniorig rtien;) let us, I (ay, by 
estkntinifig dur hearts, find out from which of thete 
fpirings this fordid difpofitidA flowisth, and according- 
ly fti-ive to corrfcft' it ; either praying to Almighty 
VOL. X. B b God, 
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8 E R M. Grod, that he would enlarge and fupple our heart, tf 
^^^"' it be natural to us ; or addi<fting ourfelves upon rea- 
fonable occafion to liberality and free expence, if 
cuftom hath therein prevailed upon us ; or if v^ 
furmifes have feduced us, rectifying our judgments } 
as by other good difcourfes, proper againft that bm- 
tilh vice, fo efpecially by confidering that Grod is 
moft good and bountiful, and tender of our being 
overwhelmed with need ; that he continually watch- 
eth over us, fo that he cannot but fee, and will re- 
gard what we want ; and that he faithfully hath pro- 
mifed, if we endeavour to pleafe him, and ufe a mo- 
derate diligence in honeft ways to maintain ourfelves, 
that he will yield hb bleiling, and never will leave us 
deftitute. So in all cafes we may proceed difcreetly 
in the cure of our fpiritual, and in withftanding the 
temptations to fin, that aflault us, if we do but 
fearch into our hearts, and learn thence, whence they 
flow, and by what they are nourifhed. 

lo. This pradlice ferther doth particularly fervc 
to regulate our devotions, and performances more 
immediately fpiritual, by ihewing us what we need 
to pray for, what we are obliged to give thanks for, 
what it becomes us to confefs and deprecate; for 
want thereof we fhall be apt not only to negle A, but 
indecently to confound, yea miferably to pervert 
thefe duties ; to confound them by pra)dng for what 
is already given us, is put into our hand, or lies with- 
in our reach; for wnich therefore we are not to 
pray, but to render thanks; alfo by giving thanks 
formally for that, which perhaps we are far from pof- 
fefling, and do moft want ; fo, I fay, we fhall be apt 
to confound and mifplace, to render vain and chime- 
rical in a fort our fpuitual addreiles, as wanting due 
ground and objeA ; yea to pervert them by dking 
Pfai. ixxiii. for things really prejudicial and hurtful to us, (in the 
Heb. xii. circumftances we ftand,) and thanking GkxJ iFor what 
>i» in anger and judgment he difpenfeth to us, (fo indeed 

are many appearing goods, grateful to prefent fenfe,) 

as 
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as alfo deprecating things moft beneficial and ufe- s e R M. 
fill, and healthful to our fouls ; neglecting to return xviii. 
thanks for what God difpofeth in mercy, (fo are many 
things at prefent bitter and unfavoury to our carnal 
appetite and fancy ;) thus from ignorance of ourfelves, 
and what we truly need, are we apt to pervert our 
devotions, not only defeating ourfelves of the advan- 
tages they might yield us, but (if God be not 
more gracious than to hearken to us, and to grant 
our wifhes^) bringing lamentable mifchief on our- 
felves. Many examples of thefe confufions and per- 
verfe mifapplications of devotion both Scripture af- 
fords, and experience will fuggeft, if we obferve them. 
You know the comparifon in the Gofpel between 
the devotions of the Pharifee and the PubHcan, with Luke xviii. 
the different acceptance they found: the one was 
prompt enough to give thanks for the graces he had 
received, and the advantages he conceived that he 
had in his qualities, and in his performances above 
others; but not having duly fhidied himfelf, did 
not perceive, that he was rather bound to afk pardon 
for the pride of his heart, and the vanity that 
adhered to his performances, which rendered his 
thankfgiving very improper and unfeafonable. The 
other being confcious of his demerits and wants, 
with a manner fuitable to his condition, in words few, 
but full and fit, did confefs his unworthinefs, (which 
to do did beft befeem him,) and implored mercy, 
(which was the thing he chiefly needed ;) fo was his 
difcreet prayer better accepted, than the other's im- 
pertinent thankfgiving : I tellj/oUy faith our Saviour, Lui^c xviu. 
this man went down to his houfe jujiijied rather than the '^' 
other. The two fons of Zebedee, conceiting that 
our Lord would fhortly become a great prince, and 
afFefting to become favourites then, did confidently 
fue for the next place of dignity about him: our 



' Evertere domos totas optantibus ip(is 
Dii facilesi &c. Juv. Sat, 10. 

B b a Lord 
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s^ R »f:. !Lord rcpreficd theic fond ambition by downright 
xvni. tiling them firft, that they knew not wha^ they ajkedi 
^^^^ then by demanding of them whether they were aWc 
la. '"* to uncfergo the trials they Ihould meet with ; im- 
plying what they fhould rather have requefted, th^ 
they more needed humility and patience^ than pomp 
and pleafure : and it was the fame two pcrfonsj 
whofe intemperate zeal he otherwhere checked with 
Lukcfx. an »x oWaTf ola^TrvfuVai^?, Ycknow not of whot^fpifit ye 
^^ are : and no wonder, if they, who knew not what 

they were, did alk they knew not what ; that, being 
ignorant of their own hearts, they fhould endite ab* 
furd petitions ; thatjn fuch a^ cafe they fhould de- 
fire things not only incongruous and inconvenient, 
but dangerous and defhrudlive to themfelves. For 
to make a right diftinAion of thefe duties ; to be 
able difcreetly and pertinently (if I may fo fpeak) to 
converfe with God, it is requifite to look into our 
hearts ; and from them to take fit matter, due mea- 
furc, right feafon of requefl, and of acknowledgment 
refpecftively ; things commonly not being as they 
appear to our prefent fenfe, or to our grols conceit, 
in themfdves, or in their degree, good or bad ; but 
according to the difpofitioq of our hearts, and the 
effects they wort upon them. That is not good, 
which pleaicth our ienfe and fancy ; nor that bad, 
which difguffe them : but tlwit is good, which ren- 
dereth our heart wifer and better, which correfteth 
our inclinations^ compoieth our affections, informeth 
our judgments rightly, and purifieth our iMentions; 
that is badf which, hath contr^ e^cSts within us. 
We, it is likely, fhould pray with greateft* ferioufn^ 
and earneflne& for the removal of thofe ififirmities> 
fori eafe from th©(e afHidtions^ which we fee thfe hrfy 
Jam. i. a. ApofWeSi (being better inflru<fteditt things, being 
f(Sr7if/ "^^^*^ acquainted with themfclves) did ' rejG!CC> did 
9. glory in, did give thanks for ; as finding the whole- 

f PcJi! ef'^ine operations they had upon their hearts ; that by 
> thenv tfe<?irv virtues were exercifed and idaprovcd, 

their 
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their faith tried, their patience iricreafed, their hope s e r M. 
confirmed; that (to ule the Apoftle's words) they xviii. 
did in thefequel return the peaceful fruit of right eouf- Hcb.xH. 
nefs to thqfe who were exercifed by thern : but leaving ''• 
this point, though deferving perhaps farther cohfi- 
deration, I proceed, and fay farther, that 

1 1 . The continual vifitation of our inward parts 
doth not only yield much advantage (as in fome 
meafure hath been ihewed) at the long run, by influ- 
ence at the fpribg-head upon the principles and 
caufes of adlion, but doth immediately conduce to 
good practice, preventing and ftifling in the very 
birth many finful and vain practices : that fo many 
indifcreet and impertinent, fo many irregular and 
unfavoury, fo many unjuft and uncharitable fpeeches 
do Iflue from our mouths, it is efpecially becaufe we 
are not then employed upon this duty; are not watch- 
ing over our hearts, and obferving thofe inward 
fountains, (levity and wantonnfefs of thought, preci- 
pitancy and diforder of paffion,) from whence they 
overflow : were we intent there, we fhould perhaps 
endeavour to flop the current, and contain tnefe in- 
Ward bad motions from venting themfelves. The 
like we may fay' concerning many unwarrantable 
actions, into which we inconfiderately plunge our- 
felves, not heeding whence they fprihg: did ^^e re- 
gard that fuch aftions were arifing from ambitious; 
covetous, froward difpofitions, or frotn ceSrtiin ill- 
grounded prejudices lurking in our minds, we ftidruld 
often furely forbear them : but while we kedp none, 
or bad fenrinels ; while in the cufl:ody of our hearts 
wc fleep, or are drowfy ; while we neglecft to ex- 
amine and weigh our aftiohs, what they are, and 
whence they come, they (although Very bad and 
hurtful) do fteal by us, afid pafs as friends, ^d we 
hear no more of them, but in their wofiil tonfe- 
quences. What efiicacy the confideration of God's 
omniprefent |ye, beholding all cf\it doings, hath, and 
how all wife men do prefs it as a powerful means to 

9 b 3 contain 
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SEEM. contain us from bad a6lion, you cannot but well 
XVIII. know ; as likewife that fome of them, in order to the 
s^ £ 3^ fame purpofe, diredt us to conceive ourfelves always 
i5« under the infpeftion of fome perfon efpeciaDy ve- 

nerable for his worth, or for his relation to us, whonci 
we fhould be afraid or alhamed to difpleafe: and 
furely were the faith concerning God's prefence, or the 
fancy concerning the prefence of a Cato, or a Laelius, 
ftrong enough, they could not but have great effeft : 
however, did we but live, even in our own prefence, 
under the eye of our own judgment and confcience ; 
regarding not only the matter and body, but the 
reafon and ground, that is the foul, of our acftings ; 
even that would do much ; the love and reverence 
of ourfelves would fomewhat check and control us ; 
we fhould fear to offend, we Ihould be alhamed to 
vilify even ourfelves by fond or foul proceedings ; it 
would, in the Philofopher's efteem, fupply the room 
of any other keeper or monitor, if we could thus 
keep ourfelves ; s If, faith he, we have Jo far profited, 
as to have got a reverence of ourfelves, we may then 
well let go a tutor, or pedagogue. 

12. This pra6tice doth much conduce to the 
knowledge of human nature, and the general difpofi- 
tions of mankind, which is an excellent and moft 
ufeful part of wifdom : for the principal inclinations 
^d firft motions of the foul are alike in all men ; 
whence he that by dihgent fl;udy of himfelf hath ob- 
ferved them in his own foul, may thence coUeft 
them to be in others ; he hath at leaft a great ad- 
vantage of eafily tracing them, of foon defoying 
them, of clearly perceiving them in thofe he con- 
verfeth with ; the which knowledge is of great ufe, as 
directing us how to accommodate ourfelves in our 
behaviour and dealing with others. 

No man indeed cap be a gpQ4 inftruAoF or ad- 

I Cum jam profeceris tantum, ut (it tibi etiam tui rey^trentiai 
)icebit dimittas paedagogum. ^en, Pf. 2j|t 
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Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Keep thy Heart with all Diligence. 375 

vifer in moral affairs, who hath not attained this 8 e r m» 
Ikill, and doth not well underftand the nature of xviii. 
man : his precepts and rules will certainly be falla- 
cious, or mifapplied without it : this is that, which 
rendered the didlates of the Stoics and other fuch 
philofophers fo extravagant and unpra<5licable, be- 
caufe they framed them not according to the real 
nature of man, fuch as is exiftent in the world, bmt 
according to an idea formed in their own imagina- 
tions. 

Some caution indeed is in this matter to be ufed, 
that thofe motions of foul, which proceed from par- 
ticular temper and complexion, from fupervenient 
principles or habits, may be diftinguilhed from thofe 
which are natural and common unto all : which dif- 
tindion to make is of great ufe and benefit, in or- 
der to the governing, reftraining, or corre6ting them. 

If there be any in us, which are not obfervable in 
any other men ; or in other men, which are not in 
us, thofe do not arife from common nature, but 
from the particular difpofition of one or other re- 
fpeftively. 

13. I add laftly, that univerfally this pradliCe is 
requifite and neceflary for the well governing of our 
heart. Politicians inculcate much, that to the well 
governing of a people, fquaring fit laws for it, and 
keeping it in good order, the nature and humour of 
that people fhould be chiefly heeded and well under- 
ftood ; for that the grave Romans, and light Greeks; 
the foft Perfians, and ftout Germans ; the fubtle 
Africans, and grofs Scythians, would not be well 
maqaged in the fame manner. So to govern any 
man's heart (fince the hearts of men, as their faces, via. Naz. 
and as their voices, differ according to diverfities of ^'^^^ '• 
complexion, of age, of education, of cuftom and 
manner of living) it conduceth to know how it is 
difpofed from any of thofe, or the like caufes. But 
how we ^e to ^uide and govern our hearts, and 
what particular influence this pradlice hath there- 
B b 4 upon. 
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8 jB|i >f . upon, I referve for other medijtations ; when mt (hall 
XVII I. endeavour more diftincftly to (hew how we may ap- 
""^ ply our thoughts to due objedls ; how curb and cor- 

real our inclinations ; how order our pafiions ; how 
re6t:ify our opinions; how purify our intentions; 
now I conclude with the good Pfalmifts requelb 
K. ixxxvi. to God Almighty : Teach us thy way, Lord\ unite 
pw. cxix. V^ hearts to fear thy name. Give tis underfianding^ 
34. * and we Jball keep thy law ; yea we Jhall ob/erve it 
13' ^al"*** ^^^* ^^ whole heart. Search us, Godj, and know 
Qur hearts ; try us, and know our thoughts ;/ee if there 
he any wicked way in uSy and lead us m the way ever- 
ling. Amen. 
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SERMON XIX. 

Of Submiffion to the Divine Will. 



Luke xxii. 42. 

Pleverthelefs let not my will, but thinSy he done, 

X HE great controverfy, managed with fuch s e r m. 
earneftnefs and obftinacy between God and man, xix. 
18 this, whofe will Ihall take place, his or ours. Al- ^ 

mighty God, by whofe conftant prote<5lion and 
great mercy we fubfift, doth cl^im to himfelf the 
Wthority of regulating our pra<ftice, and difpofing 
our fortunes : but we zSkd to be our own mafters 
wd carvers; not willingly admitting any law, not 
patiently brooking any condition, which doth not 
fort with our fancy and pleafure. To make good 
his right, God bendeth all his forces, and applieth 
all proper mean's both of fweetnefs and fe verity, (per- 
fmding U3 by arguments, foliciting us by entreaties, 
alluring us by fair promifcs, fearing us by fierce me- 
naces, indulging ample benefits to us, infli6liing fore 
corrections on us, working in us and upon us t^ fe* 
cret influences of grace, by vifible difpenfatipns of 
providence ;) yet fo it is^ tl^t commonly nothing doth 

avails 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



378 Of Suhnifflon to the Divine IVill. 

8 B R. M. avail, our will oppofing itfelf with invincible refolu- 
XIX. tion and ftiflhefs. 

Here indeed the bufinefs pincheth ; herein as the 
chief worth, fo the main difficulty of religious prac- 
tice confifteth, in bending that ironjinew ; in bring- 
ing our proud hearts to ftoop, and our fturdy hu- 
mours to buckle, fo as to furrender and refign our 
wills to the juft, the wife, the gracious will of our 
God, prefcribing our duty, and affigning our lot 
unto us. . We may accufe our nature, but it is our 
chryf. pleafure; we may pretend weaknefs, but it is wil- 
Tom. 6. fulnefs, which is the guilty caufe of our mifdemean- 
?Con On ors ; for by God's help (which doth always prevent 
i7.Tom.5.our needs, and is never wanting to thofe who fe- 
'* * ' ^^' rioufly defire it) we may be as good as we pleafe, if 
we can pleafe to be good ; there is nothing within 
us that can refift, if our wills do yield themfelves up 
to duty : to conquer our reafon is not hard ; for 
what reafon of man can withftand the infinite cogen- 
cy of thofe motives, which induce to obedience? 
What can be more eafy, than by a thoufand argu- 
ments, clear as day, to convince any man, that to 
crols God's will is the greateft abfurdity in the world, 
and that there is no madnefs comparable thereto ? 
Nor is it difficult, if we refolve upon it, to govern 
any other part or power of our nature • ; for what 
cannot we do, if we are willing ? What inclination 
cannot we check, what appetite cannot we reftrain, 
what paffion cannot we quell or moderate ? What 
faculty of our foul, or member of our body, is not 
obf(^quious to our will ? Even half the refolution with 
which we purfue vanity and fin, would ferve to en- 
gage us in the ways of wifdoni and virtue. 

Wherefore in overcoming our will the ftrefs lieth ; 
this is that impregnable fortrefs, which everlaftingly 
doth hold out againfi: all the batteries of reafon and 
of grace; which no force of perfuafion, no allure- 

^ Quodcunque fibi imperavit animus obtinuit. Sen, dc Ira, 
U. 1%. 

meot 
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ment of favour, no difcouragement of terror canssRM. 
reduce : this puny, this impotent thing it is, which xix, 
grappleth with omnipotency, and often in a manner 
baffleth it : and no wonder, for that God doth not 
intend to overpower our will, or to make any violent 
impreffion on it, but only to draw it (as it is in the 
Prophet) with the cords of a man, or by rational in-Hof.xi.4. 
ducements to win its confent and compliance : our 
fervice is not fo confiderable to him, that he fhould 
extort it from us ; nor doth he value our happinefs 
at fo low a rate, as to obtrude it on us. His victory 
indeed were no true vidlory over us, if he ihould 
gain it by main force, or without the concurrence of 
our will ; our works not being our works, if they do 
not iffue from our will ; and our will not being our 
will, if it be not free : to compel it were to deftroy 
it, together with all the worth of our virtue and obe- 
dience: wherefore the Almighty doth fufFer him- 
fdf to be withftood, and beareth repulfes from us ; 
nor commonly doth he mafter our will otherwife, 
than by its own fpontaneous converfion and fubmif- 
fion to him ^ : if ever we be conquered, as we fhall 
fliare in the benefit, and wear a crown ; fo we mull 
join in the combat, and partake of the victory, by 
fubduing ourfelves : we mufi take the yoke upon us ; 
for God is only ferved by volunteers ; he fummoneth 
us by his word, he attrafteth us by his grace, but 
we rtiM^ freely come unto him. 

Our will indeed of all things is moil our own ; 
the only gift, the moft proper facrifice we have to 
offer ; which therefore God doth chiefly defire, doth 
moft highly prize, doth moft kindly accept from us. 
Seeing then our duty chiefly moveth on this hmge, 
the free fubmilBon and refignation of our will to the 
will of God ; it is this pra^ftice, which our Lord 

J. Cor. Orat, 2. 
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s E iL M. (who catsie to guide us in the way to happinefs, not 
XIX. only as a teacher by his word and .exceHent doftrinc, 
but as a leader, by his aftions and perfeA example) 
did efpecially fet befone us, as in the conflant tenour 
of his Ufe, fo particularly in that great cx^ency 
which occaiioned thefe words, wherein renouncing 
and deprecating his own will, he did exprefs an en- 
tire fubmiffion to God's will, a hearty complacence 
therein, and a ferious defire that it might take place. 
For the fuller undcrftanding of which cafe, we 
may confider, that our Lord, as partaker of our na- 
ture, and, in all things (bating fin) like unto usj had 
a natural human will, attended with fcnfes, appe- 
tites, and afie<ftions, apt from objcfts incident to re- 
ceive congruous impreffions of pleafure and pain ; fo 
that whatever is innocently grateful and pleafant to 
us, that he relifhed with delight, and thence did in- 
cline to embrace; whatever is diftafteful and afl9[i6Hve 
to us, that he refented with grief, and thence was 
moved to efchew : to this probably he was liable 
in a degree beyond our ordinary rate ; for that in 
him nature was moft perfeft, his complexion very 
delicate, his temper exquifitely found and fine ; for 
ft) we find, that by how much any man's conftitu- 
tion is more found, by fo, much he hath a fmaner 
guft of what is agreeable or offenfive to nature : if 
perhaps fometimes infirmity of body, or diftemper 
of foul (a favage ferity, a ftupid dulnefs, a fondnefi 
of conceit, or ftiffiiefs of humour, fupported by wild 
opinions, or vain hopes) may keep men from being 
thus aflfefted by fenfible dyefts ; yet in him pure 
nature did work vigoroufly, with a clear apprehenfioB 
and lively fenfe, according to the defign of our 
Maker, when into our coniiitution he did implaofi 
thofe paflive faculties, difpofing objeds to ^SkA 
them fo and fo, for our need and advantage ; if this 
be deemed weaknefe, it is a weaknefs connexed with 
^iJj^^our nature, which he therewith did take, and vjith 
ke^mmK which as the Apoftle faith, he was mc(mH>(^^^ 
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Such a will our Lord had, and it was requifite hesERM. 
fhould have it, that he thence might be qualified xix. 
to difcharge the principal inftances of obedience, for 
pRDCuring God's favour to us, and for fetting an ex- 
aft pattern befor»e us ; for God impofing on him 
duties^ to perform, and difpenfing accidents to en- 
dure, very crofs> to. that natural will, in his com- 
pliance and acquiefcence thereto, his obedience was 
throughly tried ; his virtue did fhine moft brighdy ; 
therefore, as the ApofHe faith, he was in all points Htb. in i^^ 
temp fed; thence,, as to meritorious capacity, and ex-"* *®' *^* 
emplary influence,^ he was perfe£led through Jiiffering. 
Hence was the whole courfe of his life and conver- 
fadon among men fo deligned, fo modelled, as to be 
one continualexercife of thwarting that human- will^ 
and doling with the divine pleafure : it was predi6led 
of him, Loy I come to do thy. zvill, God; and of him-Heb. x. 7. 
felf he affirmed, / came down from heaven^not ^^^0^^^^:^^' 
mine own will, but the will of him thatfentme; whereasss. v. 30. 
therefore fuch a. pradlice is little feen in achieving'*^* '^^ 
eafy matters, or in admitting pleafant occurrences ; 
it^was ordered for him, that he Ihould encounter the 
rougheft difficulties, and be engaged in circum^ 
ftances moft harfh to natural apprehenfion and ap^ 
petite ; fo that if we trace the footfteps of his lif6 
from the fordid manger to the bloody crofs, we cto 
hardly naart any thing to have befallen him apt to 
farisfy the will of nature. Nature hketh refpeA, and 
loatheth contempt ; . therefore was he born of mean 
parentage^ and . in a mofb homely condiiion ; there-- 
foFc did helive in no garb, didaffume no office, did- 
exercife no power, did meddle in net affairs, whidi' 
procure. to men ccmfidenuion and regard; therefore* 
an impoftor, aiblafphemcr, a forcerer, a loofe com- 
panieoi, a feditious incendiary, were tb& titles of ho^^ 
nour and: the elogies of praife conferred on him^ 
, th!creforc> wast he expofed to the lafh of evoy fkn- 
dcrouS) . every fcurrilous> every petulant and ungo^- 
verned tongue. 
Nature, doth 2SkQi the good opinion and good 

will 
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SERM.will of men, efpecially when due in grateful return 
XIX. for great courtefy and beneficence; nor doth any 
thing more grate thereon, than abufe of kindnefs ; 
therefore could he (the world's great friend and be- 
John vii. 7. nefaftor) fay, the world hateth me ; therefore were 
thofe, whom he with fo much charity and bounty 
had inftru<fted, had fed, had cured of difeafes, (both 
corporal and fpiritual,) fo ready to clamour, and 
commit outrage upon him ; therefore could he thus 
Johnx.3a.expoftulate, Many good works have I Jhewed you from 
my Father ; for which of thofe works do ye flone me? 
Therefore did his kindred flight him, therefore did 
Johnxiii. his difciples abandon him, therefore did the grand 
traitor iflue fix)m his own bofom ; therefore did 
that whole nation, which he chiefly fought and la- 
boured to fave, confpire to perfecute him, with moft 
rancorous fpite and cruel mifufage. 

Nature loveth plentiful accommodations, and ab- 

horreth to be pincned with any want; therefore was 

extreme penury appointed to him ; he had no reve- 

Matt. yiii. nue, uo eflrate, no certain livelihood, not fo much as a 

^^T^l^^' hotfe where to lay his head^ or a piece of money to 

Lukeviii.3.difcharge the tax for it; he owed his ordinary fup- 

port to alms, or voluntary beneficence ; he was to 

leek his food from z, fig -tree on the way ; and fomc- 

times was beholden for it to the courtefy of Publi- 

aCof.viii. cans ; iC tfui^ JTT«;^iu<r«, he was^ faith St. Paul, a beg- 

^* g^r fortes. 

Nature delighteth in cafe, in quiet, in liberty; 

therefore di(ihe fpend his days in continual labour, 

J^ IT. 6. in reflilefs travel, in endlels vaj^rancy agoing about and 

*3. ix.*35. ^oinggood; ever haftening thither, whither the needs 

VMAi \^' ^^ ^^^ ^^^ ^' ^^ ^^^^^ benefit invite ; therefore did 

LokiMii'. he take on him the form ofafervant, and was among 

MarkTi 6 ^^^ ^^^ foUowcrs as one that mimftereth ; therefore he 

pleafed not himfelf but fuited his demeanour to the 

flate and circumflances of things, complied with the 

manners and faihions, comported with the humoun 

and infirmities of men. 

Nature coveteth good fuccefs to its defigns aod 

under- 
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undertakings, hardly brooking to be difappointed s b r m. 
and defeated in them : therefore was he put to xix> 
water dry flicks, and to walh Negroes ; that is, to 
inftrudl a mofl dull and ftupid, to reform a moft 
perverfe and flubborn generation ; therefore his ar- 
dent defires, his folicitous cares, his painful endea- 
vours for the good of men did obtain fo little fruit, 
had indeed a contrary efFecft, rather aggravating their 
fins than removing them, rather hardening than 
turning their hearts, rather plunging them deeper 
into perdition, than refcuing them from it : there- 
fore fo much in vain did he, in numberlefs miracu- 
lous works, difplay his power and goodnefs, convinc- 
ing few, converting fewer by them; therefore al- 
though he taught with moft powerful authority, Luke iv.aa, 
with moft charming gracefulnefs, with moft convinc- j^h.xii.38. 
ing evidence, yet, fVho^ could he fay, hath believed 
our report ? Though he moft earneftly did invite and 
allure men to him, offering the ricneft boons that 
heaven itfelf could difpenfe, yet. Ye will not, was he Job- ▼• 40* 
forced to fay, come untj^^me^ that ye may befaved: al- 
though with affiduous fervency of afFeftion he ftrove 
to reclaim them from courfes tending to their ruin, 
yet how he profpered, fad experience declareth, and 
we may learn from that doleful complaint, How often^^^.^^^^ 
would I have gathered thy children together , as a hen^^'^^'^* 
doth gather her brood under her wingSy but ye would 
not ! in fiS-iXuVaTf, your will did not concur, your will 
did not fubmit. 

In fine, natural will feeketh pleafure, and fhunneth 
pain : but what pleafure did he tafte ? what inclina- 
tion, what appetite, what fenfe did he gratify ? How 
did he feaft, or revel ? How, but in tedious faftings, ^^^ '• *3ji 
infrequent hungers, by paffing whole nights in prayer, Luke v. 16. 
and retirement for devotion upon the cold moun- •'*'^- *^* ^» 
tains? What fports had he, what recreation did heiukcvi.!*. 
take, but feeling inceflant gripes of compaffion, and^*^^* 
wearifome rpving in queft of the loft fheep? In what izi 
converfation could he divert hirafelf, but among 

thofe^ 
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s E R Kf« thofe, whofe doltiih incapacity and froward humiMr 
XIX. did wring from his parience rtiofe words^ How hng 
Matt.x¥ii.^^^^ ^ ^^ '^i^hyou? how lofig Jhall Iftffferyouf What 
17. muiic did he hear ? What but the rattlings erf cla- 

morous obloquy^ and furious accufations agakift 
him ? To be defperately maligned, to be infokfidy 
mocked, to be ftyled a king, and treated as a flavt ; 
to be fpit on, to be buflfetted, to be fcoutged, to be 
drenched with gall, to be crowned with thornsi to 
be nailed to a crofs ; thefe were the delights wWch 
our Lord enjoyed, thefe the fweet comforts of his 
life, and the notable piofperities of his fortune : fuch 
a portion was allotted to him, the which' he did ac- 
cept from Xjod's hand with all patient fubmifiion, 
with perfeft contentednefs, with exceeding alacrity, 
never repining at it, never complaining of it, nevcf 
flinching fix)m it, or fainting under it ; but proceed- 
ing on in the performance of all his duty; and pro- 
fecution of his great defigns with undaunted cou- 
rage, with unwearied induftry, withuftdifiurbed tran^ 
quillity and fatisfadlion of mind. 

Had indeed his condition and fortune Been other- 
wife framed ; had he come into the world qualified 
with a noble extraction ; had he lived in a fpl^did 
equipage, had he enjoyed a plentiful eftate artd a fair 
reputation, had he been favoured and carefTed by 
men, had he found a current of profperoas fticcefs, 
had fafety, eafe, and pleafure waited on him ; whert 
had been the pious relignation of his will ; whetc 
the precious merit of his obedience ;*v<rhere the glo- 
rious luflre of his example ? How theti had-oilr 
frailty in him beconie vidloridus over all it^ dnettiittj 
how had he triumphed over the fdidtatiodi and al^ 
lurements of theflelh; over the frowns aflfd flattetid 
of the world ; over the malice and ftnry ofihett? ho#^ 
then could he have fo demonflfated his irtinierfe 
charity towards<us, or laid fo mighty obligations* U^ 
on us? 
Sudiin genef^ was the cafe, and fuch the d^pott^ 

ment 
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tnent of our Lord: but there was fomewhat pecu-.sERM* 
liar, and beyond all this occurring to him, which .xix. 
drew forth the words of our text: God hath tern- 
pered for him a potion of all the moft bitter and 
Joathfome ingredients that could be ; a drop whereof 
no man ever hath, or could endure to fip ; for he 
was not only to undergo whatever load human rage 
could impoie, of ignominious difgrace, and grievous 
pain ; but to feel difmal agonies of fpirit, and thofe 
unknown fufferings^^ which God alone could inflidV, 
God only could fuftain : Behold^ and fee ^ he might Lam. i. u# 
.well fay, if there he anyforrow like unto my forrow^ 
which is done unto me ; wherewith the Lord hath af- 
fitted me in the day of his fierce anger f He was to 
. labour with pangs of charity, and through his heart 
to be pierced with deepeft commiferation of our 
.wretched cafe : he was to crouch under the burthen 
of all the fins (the numberlefs moft heinous fins and 
abominations) ever committed by mankind : he was 
to pafs through the hotteft fufnace of divine venge- 
ance, and by his blood to quench the wrath of hea- 
ven flaming, out againft iniquity: he was to ftanci, 
as it were, before the mouth of hell, belching fire 
and brimftone on his face : his grief was to fupply 
jhe defefts of our remorfe, and his fuffering in thofe 
few moments to countervail the eternal torments 
due to us: he was to bear the hiding of God's face, 
and an eclipfe.of that favourable afpedt, in which all 
blifs doth refide ; a cafe which he that fo perfeAIy un- 
derftood, could not but infinitely refent : thefe things 
with the cleareft ^pprehenfion he faw coming on him ; 
and no wonder that our nature flarted at lb ghaftly 
a fight, or that human inftin<ft Ihould diftate tlm 
petition. Father ^ if thou wilt, let this cup pq/sfromme; 
words implying his moft real participation of our in- 
firmity ; words denoting the height of thofe fad evils 
which encompafled him, with his lively and lowiy 

^ Ai* ayfTm, c^ WQi.^i*Arm Ix»wf ♦f*»f %-j^t. Lit. Gf. 

, toL. I. G c refcnt- 
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ci E R M. refentmcnt of them; words mforming us^ how wc 
XIX. fliouid entertain God's chaftifements, and whence 
we muft feek reUef of our preflbres, (that we ihould 
receive them, not with a fcornful negleft or fuUen 
infeniibility, but with a meek contrition of foul; 
that we Ihould entirely depend on God's pleafure 
for fupport under them, or a releafemcnt from ttemj) 
words which, in conjundlion with thofe following, do 
Ihew how inftantly we Ihould quafh and overrule 
any infurre6tion of natural dcfire ^ainft the com- 

n. : mand or proN^dence of God. We muft not Xskt 
that prayer to fignify any purpofe in our Lord to 
fhift off his paffion, or any wavering in refolution 
about it; for he could not anywife mean to undo 
that, which he knew done with God before the 
world's foundation ; he would not unfettle that; 
which was by his own free undertaking and irrc- 
verfible decree : he that fo often with fatisfaAion 
did foretel this event, who with fo eamejl defire^ 
longed for its approach ; who with that fharpnefs of 
indignation did rebuke his friend offering to divert 
him from it ; who did again reprefs St. Pete^r's ani- 

joh. xviii. mofity with that ferious expofhiiation^ The cu^ which 

"• my Father hath given meyjhall I not drink tt? who 

had advifedly laid fuch trains for its accomplilhment, 
would he decline it ? Could that heart, all burning 
with zeal for God and' charity to men, admit the 
leaft thought or motion of averfenefs from drinking 
that cup, which was the fovereigti medicine admi» 
niftered by divine wifdom for the recovery of God's 

^*"-"^^- creation? No; had he fpake with fuch intent, le- 
^* gions of angels had flown to his reftue; that word, 

which framed the worlds, which ftilled the tempeflsj 
which ejecfted devils, would immediately have fcat- 
tered his enemies, and dafhed all their projeib 
againft him : wherefore thofe words did not proceed 
from intention, but as from inftin(9:, and for in^ 

V ftrqijlion; 
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ftru Aion ; impdrting, that what our human frailty s e r M, 
was apt to fuggeft, that his divine virtue was more xix. 
ready to fmother; neither did he vent the former, 
but that he might exprefs the latter. 
. He did exprefs it in real efFedl, immediately with 
all readinefs addreffing himfelf to receive that unfa- 
voury potion; he reached out his hand for it, yield*- 
ing fair opportunity and advantages to his perfe* 
cutors ; he lifted it up to his mouth, innocently 
provoking their envy and malice ; he drank it off 
with a moft fteady calmnefs, and fweet compofure 
df mind, with the filence, the fimplicity, the meek- 
nefs of a lamb carried to the flaughter; no fretful 
thought riling up, no angry word breaking forth, 
but clear patience, enlivened with a warm charity, 
Ibining in all his behaviour, and through every cir- 
cumftance of his pailion. 

Such in his life, fuch at his death, was the praftice 
of our Lord ; in conformity whereto we alfb readily 
ihould undertake whatever God propofeth, we glad- 
ly Ihould accept whatever God offereth, we vigo- 
roufly Ihould perform whatever God enjoineth, we 
patiently fhould undergo whatever God impofeth or 
inflidVeth, how crofs foever any duty, any difpenfa- 
tion may prove to our carnal fenfe or humour. 

To do thus, the contemplation of this example 
may ftrongly engage us ; for if our Lord had not his 
will, can we in reafon expeA, can we in modefty de- 
fire to have ours ? Muft we be cockered and pleafed 
in every thing, when as he was treated fo coarfely, 
and crofled in all things ? Can we grutch at any kind, 
of fervice, or fufferance? Can we think much (for our 
trial, our exercife, our correction) to bear a little 
want, a little difgrace, a little pain, when the Son of 
God was put to difcharge the hardefl tafks, to en- 
dure the foreft adverfiries ? 

But farther to enforce thefe duties, be pleafed to 

caft a glance on two conliderations : i . What the- 

c c 2 will 
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s ER M.will is to which, 2. who the wilier is to whom, wc 
XIX. muft fubmit. 

I. What is the will of God ? Is it any thing un- 
juft, unworthy, or difhonourable, any thing incom- 
modious or hurtful, any thing extremely difficulty or 
intolerably grievous, that God requireth of us, to do 
or bear ? No : he willeth nothing from us, or to us, 
which doth not beft become us, and moft behove 
us ; which is not attended with fafety, with eafe, 
with the folideft profit, the faireft reputation, and 
the fweeteft pleafure. 

Two things he willeth ; that we fhould be good, 
and that we fhould be happy ; the firft in order to 
the fecond, for that virtue is die certain way, and a 
neceflary qualification to felicity. 
I Theff. iv. The will of Gody faith St. Paul, is ourfan£liJication: 
^' What is that? what, but that the decays of out 

frame, and the defacements of God*s image within 
OS, fhould be repaired ; that the faculties of our foiil 
fhould be reftored to their original integrity and vi- 
gour; that from moft wretched flaveries we fhoidd 
be tranflated into a happy freedom, yea, into a glo- 
rious kingdom; that from defpicable beggary and 
bafenefs we fhould be advanced to fubftantid wealth, 
and fublime dignity; that we fhould be cleanfed 
from the fouleft defilements, and decked with the 
goodliefl ornaments; that we fhould be cured of 
mofl loathfome difeafes, and fettled in a firm health 
of foul; that we fhould be deUvered from thofe 
brutifh lufts, and thofe deviUfh paffions, which cre- 
ate in us a hell of darknefs, of confufion, of vexa* 
tion ; which difhonour our nature, deform our foul, 
rufflle our mind, and wrack our confcience ; that we 
fhould be endowed with thofe worthy difpofitioiw 
and afFedlions, which do conftitute in our hearts a 
heaven of light, of order, of joy, and peace ; dignify 
our nature, beautify our foul, clarify and cheer our 
iilind ; that we fhould efchew thofe practices, which 

never 
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never go without a retinue of woful mifchiefs andsERM. 
forrows, embracing thofe which always yield abun- xix. 
dant fruits of convenience and comfort; that, in 
fliort, we fhould become friends of God, fit to con- 
verfe with angels, and capable of paradife. 

Go J, faith St. Paul again, wtlleth all men to heiTim.w. 
faved: he wtlleth not, faith St. Peter, that any man^'^^'^^^^ 
Jhould perijh. He laith himfelf, yea, he fweareth it, 9. 
that he hath no pleafure in the death of the wicked, ^w/^xHI. n. 
that the wickedfhould turn from his way and lit)e. And 
what is this will ? what, but that we fhould obtain all 
the good whereof we are capable ; that we fhould be 
filled with joy, and crowned with glory ; that we 
fhould be fixed iilbn immoveable fbte of happinefs, 
in the perpetual enjoyment of God's favour, and in 
the light of his blifsful prefence ; that we fhould be 
rid of all the evils to which we are liable ; that we 
fhould be releafed from inextricable chains of guilt, 
from incurable ftings of remorfe, from being irreco- 
verably engaged to pafs a difconfolate eternity in 
utter darknefs, and extreme woe ? Such is God's ' 
will ; to fuch purpofes every command, every dif- 
penfation of God (how grim, how rough foever it 
may feem) doth tend. And do we refufe to comply 
with that good will ; do we fet againft it a will of our 
own, afFedling things unworthy of us, things unpro- 
fitable to us, things prejudicial to our befl interefts, 
things utterly baneful to our fouls ? Do we rejeft the 
will that would fave us, and adhere to a will that 
would ruin us ; a foolifh and a fenfelefs will, which, 
flighting the imn:jenfe treafures of heaven, the un- 
fading glories of God's kingdom, the ineffable joys 
of eternity, doth catch at fpecious nothings^, doth 
purfue mifchievous trifles ; a fhadow of bafe profit, 
a fmoak of vain honour, a flafh of fordid pleafure ; 
which pafleth away like the mirth of fools , or the crack- Eccicf. vii. 
I'mg of thorns, leaving only foot, black and bitter, be- ^' 
hind it. 

c c 3 But 
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9 B K M. But at leaft ere we do thus^ let us confider^ whofe 

XIX. will it is that requireth our compliance. 
Pf. cxiviii. It is the will of him, whofe will did found the 
6- earth, and rear the heaven ; whofe will fuftaineth all 

^poc.iv. ^j^jjjgg jjj ^j^gjj. exiftence and operatiqn ; whofe will is 

the great law of the world, which univerfal nature 
in all its motions doth obferve ; which reigneth in 
heaven, the blefTed fpirits adoring it, which fwayeth 
in hell itfelf, the curfed fiends trembling at it; and 
ihall we alone (we pitiful worms crawling on earth) 
prefume to murmur, or dare to kick againft it ? 

It is the will of our Maker, who together with all 
pur other faculties did create and confer on us the 
very power of willing: and flmll we turn the work 
of his hands, the gift of his bounty, againft him ? 

It is the will of oux Preferver, who, together with 
all that we are, or have, continually doth uphold our 
very will itfelf ; fo that without employing any poii- 
tive force, merely by letting us fall out of his hand, 
he can fend us and it back to nothing : and ihall 
our will clafh with that, on which it fo wholly dc- 
pendeth ; without which it cannot fubjfift one mo- 
ment, or move one ftep forward in acftion ? 

It is the will of our fovereign Lord, who upon va- 
rious indifputable accounts hath a juft right to go- 
vern us, and an abfolute power to difpofe of us : 
I Sam. iii. ought wc uot therefore to fay with old Eh, It is the 
^ ■' Lord, let him do to me as itfeems good to him? Is it 

not extreme iniquity, is it not monftrous arrogance 
ifor us, in derogation to his will, to pretend giving 
law, or picking a illation to ourfelves ? Do we not 
manifeftly incur high treafon againft the King of 
heaven, by fo invading his office, ufurping his au- 
thority, fnatching his fceptre into our hands, and fet- 
ting our wills in his throne ? 

It is the will of our Jud^e, from whofe mouth our 
doom muft proceed, awardmg life or death, weal or 
^oe unto us: and what fentence can we expe^V^ 

what 
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iwbat favour can w^ pretend to, if we prefumptuoufly s e ji m. 
Hull offend, oppofe that will, which is the fupreme xix. 
nile of juftice, and fole fountain of mercy ? ""^ "^^ 

It is the will of our Redeemer, who hath bought 
us with an ineftimable price, and with infinite pains 
h^th refcued us from miferable captivity under n^oft 
Iwbarous enemies, that obeying his will we might 
command our own, and ferving him wp might enjoy 
pcffeft freedom : and IhaU we, declining his <:all and 
Qonduift out of that unhappy ftate, bereave him of 
his 4)urchafe, ftuftrate his undertakings, and fiwfeiit 
tOiOurfelves the benefit of fo gr^t redemption ? 

It is the will of our heft Friend.; who loveth us 
much better than we do love ourfelves ; who is 
fconcerned for our welfare, as his own deareft interefl:, 
and greatly delighteth therein ; who by innumerable 
experiments hath demonftrated an excels of kindnefs 
to us ; who in all his dealings with us purely doth 
aini at our good, never charging any duty on us, or 
difpenfing any event to us, fo much with intent to 
exercife his power over us, as to exprefs his goodnefs 
towards us ; who never doth afflict or grieve us more ^an». i«. 
againft our will, than againft his own defire ; never ^^' 
indeed but when goodnefs itfelf calleth for it, and 
even mercy doth urge thereto ; to whom we are 
much obliged, that he vouchfafeth to govern and 
guide us, our fervice being altogether unprofitable 
to him, his governance exceedingly beneficial to us : 
and doth not fuch a will deferve regard ; may it not 
demand compliance from us ? To negledl or infringe 
it, what is it ? is it not palpable folly, is it not foul 
difingenuity, is it not deteftable ingratitude ? 

So doth every relation of God recommend his 
will to us ; and each of his attributes doth no lefs : 
for. 

It is the will of him, who is moft holy, or whofe 
will is eflential rediitude : how then can we thwart 
it, without being ftained with the guilt, and wound- 
ed with a fenfe of great irregularity and iniquity ? 

c c 4 It 
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8 B & M. It is the will of him, who is perfcftly juft ; who 

XIX. therefore cannot but aflert his own righteous will, 

and avenge the violation thereof: is it then advifa- 

ble to drive him to that point by wilful provocation ; 

or to run upon the edge of neceflary feverity ? 

It is the will of him, who is infinitely wife ; who 
therefore doth infallibly know what is beft for us, 
what doth moft befit our capacities and circutti- 
ftances ; what in the final rcfult will conduce to our 
greateft advantage and comfort : fhall we then pre- 
fer the dreams of our vain mind before die oracles of 
his wifdom ? ihall we, fbrfaking the dire6Hon of his 
unerring will, follow the impulfe of our giddy hu- 
mour ? 

It is the will of him, who is immenfely good and 
benign ; whofe will therefore can be no other than 
good will to us ; who can mean nothing thereby but 
to derive bounty and mercy on us : can we then fail 
of doing well, if we put ourfelves ehtirely into his 
hands ? are we not our own greateft enemies, in with- 
ftanding his gracious intentions ? 

It is finally the will of him, who is uncontrollably 
^ powerful ; whofe will therefore muft prevail one 
way or other; either with our will, or againft it, 
either fo as to bow and fatisfy us, or fo as to break 
ifa. xivi. and plague us : for My counfely faith he, Jhallfiand, 
*^' and 1 will do all my pteafure. As to his difpenfations, 

we may fret, we may wail, we may bark at them ; 
but we cannot alter or avoid them : fooner may we 
by our moans check the tides, or by our cries flop 
the fun in his career, than divert the current of 
affairs, or change the ftate of things eflablilhed by 
God's high decree : what he layeth on, no hand can 
remove ; what he hath deftined, no .power can re- 
verfe : our anger therefore will be inefTedlual, our im- 
patience will nave no other fruit, than to aggravate 
our guilt, and augment our grief. 
Dan. V. 23. As to his Commands, we may lift up ourfelves 
againjl him, we may fight ftoutly, we may in a fort 

prove 
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prove conquerors ; but it will be a miferable viAory, s e R m. 
the trophies whereof ihall be erefted in heU, and xix. 
ftand upon the ruins of our happinefs ; for while we 
infult over abufed grace, we muft fall under incenfed 
juftice : if God cannot fairly procure his will of us 
in way of due obedience, he will furely execute his 
will upon us in way of righteous vengeance ; if we 
do not furrender our wills to the overtures of his 
goodnefs, we muft fubmit our backs to the ftrokes 
of his anger : he muft reign over us, if not as over 
loyal fubjecfts to our comfort, yet as over ftubborn 
rebels to our confiifion ; for this in that cafe will be 
our doom, and the laft words God will deign to 
fpend upon us, Thofe mine enemies^ which would «o/L«kcxix. 
that 1 Jhould reign over them, bring them hither, and^^* 
Jlay them before me. 

Now the God of peace ^ that brought again from /A^Heb.xm. 
dead our Lord Jefus, that great Shepherd of the^^* *** 
Jheepy through the blood of the everlajling covenant, 
tnakeyou perfect in every good work to do his will, 
working in you that which is well fleajing in his 
fight, through Jefus Chriji: to whom be glory for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
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SERMO]^ XX. 

A Whit-Sunday Sermon of the Gift of the 
HolyGhoft. 



Acts ii. 38. 

-T-'-r^And ye Jhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghojk. 

xV.MONG the divers reafonable grounds and s eric. 
ends of the obferving fefiival folemnities, (fuch xx, 
as are comforting th^ poor by hofpitable relief, rcr- " '"' 
frefhing the weary labourer by ceffation from ordi- 
nary toil, maintaining good will among neighbours, 
by cheerful and free converfation, quickening our 
%irits and railing our fancies by extraordinary repre- 
fentations and divertifements,infufing and preferving 
good humour in people * ; fuch as are alfo the de-r 
cent confpiring in public expreffions of fpecial reve- 
rence to God, withdrawing our minds from fecular 
cares, and engaging them to fpiritual meditations,) 
the two principal defigns of them feem to be thefe. 

. ^ 010* Ji otxTfl^9rt( TO Twy dtB^w Mvohp vtfvMf yitoq, aret^ 
9»v}^»i Ti atvToTf Tft'9 if6w9 ira^eurTo, rvf eoprtfy i^&oi tok &0Mr« 
Plato %, de Leg. 

Legum conditores feflos inllituenint dies^ ut ad hilaritatem 
homines publice congerentur> tanquam necelfarium laborlbiis in* 
terponentes temperamcntum. S&n.deiranq.^an^i-^. 
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8 £ R M. I * The affording occafion (or rather impofing a 

xx> conftraint upon us) 'with a competent frequency to 

attend unto, tQ confider upon, to inftruft ourfelves 

and others in the myfterious dodlrines and inftitu- 

tions of our religion. 

2. The engaging us feafonably to praAife that great 
duty of thankfully remembering and praifing God for 
thofe eminent mercies and favours, which by his 
great grace and goodnefs have been vouchfafed to us. 
For thefe purpofes chiefly did God himfelf ap- 
pomt the Jewilh feftivals ; for inftance, the Paflbver, 
the reafon of which being inftituted is thus ex- 
Dcutxvi. prefled ; that thou may eft remember the day, when thou 
^' , camejl forth out of the land ofEgypt, all the days of thy 

life: which wor4s imply that the obfervation of that 
folemnity did ferve to preferve the memory, yea the 
continual remembrance of that fo notable a blefling, 
which otherwife might have been totally forgotten, 
or feldom confidered ; the fame did alfo fuggeft oc- 
cafion of inquiry concerning the reafons of its ap- 
pointment, procuring confequently needful informa- 
tion in that material point of their religion ; as doth 
Exod. xii. appear by thofe words of God, And it Jhall come to 
*^* *^' pafsy when your children Jhall fay unto you. What mean 
ye by thisfervice f that ye Jhall fay ^ It is thefacrifice of 
the Lords Pajfover — . 
Aug.de In compliance with which prudent defigns, the. 
Civ.Dci,x.Chriftian Church, from her firft infancy, hath em- 
^ braced the opportunity of recommending to her chil- 

dren the obfervation of her chief holy feftivals, con- 
tinuing the time, and retaining the name, although 
changing or improving the matter and reafon of 
thofe ancient ones; the divine Providence concur- 
ring to further fuch proceeding, by fo ordering the 
events of things, that the feafons of difpenfing the 
Evangelical bleflings Ihould fall in with thofe, where- 
in the Legal benefits m^ft refembling and reprefent- 
ing them were conimemorated ; that fo there might 
be as well a happy coincidence of time, as corre- 

fpondencc 
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fpondence in matter between the. ancient and newSERM^ 
folemnities ; whence as the exhibition of evangelical xx. 

doftrines and myfteries did meet with minds more- ?• 

fuitably prepared to entertain them^ and as lefs in- 
novation from former ufage did appear, (a thing ob* 
fervable to be refpefted in moft, or aU the politive 
inftitutions of our religion,) fo withal Ghriftians were 
engaged, while they conlidered the greater mercies 
by God vouchfafed to them, to refledt alfo upon the 
favours, from the fame ftock of goodnefs, indulged 
by him to his ancient people ; that as thofe Ihould 
chiefly be remembered, fo thefe Ihould not wholly 
be forgotten: thus did God difpofe, that our Saviour 
ftiould then fuffcr, when the Pafchal Lamb was to be 
offered ; or that the redemption of the world from 
fin and mifery Ihould then be celebrated by us, when 
the deliverance from the Egyptian flavery was com- 
memorated by them: and fo (thiat we may approach 
to our purpofe) at the time of Pentecoft^ when the 
Jews were obliged to rejoice before the Lord^ rendering Dcut. xru 
thanks unto him for the harveft newly gathered in, 
and the earth's good fruits (the main fupports and 
comforts of this life) were by God's blefling be- 
ftowed on them, then did God bountifrilly impart 
the firft fruits of his Holy Spirit, the food of our fouls 
and refrelhment of our hearts ; then did he caufe his 
labourers to put their fickle into the fpiritual har- 
veft ; converting fouls, and gathering them as ma- 
ture fruits into the garners of the Church. 

At the very feafon (which is remarkable) that the 
Law was delivered to the Jews, and the ancient co- 
venant eftablilhed which did happen at Pentecoft, 
as may be probably coUefted from the text, and is 
commonly fuppofed by the Jewiih Dodlors, who 
therefore called this feaft m^n HDDtt^, the joy (or joyful Exod.xi7. 
feaft) of the Law, in fignification of their joy, ufing^' 
then to crown their heads with garlands, and ftrew 
their houfes with green herbs ; at that very time was 
the Chriftian law moft fignaJly promulged, and the 

new 
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FERir.new Covenant's ratification moft fokmnly declared 
xx» l^ the miraculous efiiifion of the Divine Spirit. 

' The benefit therefore and blelfing, which at this 

time we are bound efpecially to confider and com- 
memorate **, is in cffedt the pubUcation and efliabliih* 
mcnt of the Covenant Evangelical, the foundation of 
all our hopes, and all our claims to happine^ ; but 
more immediately and direiftly the donation of the 
Holy Spirit to the Chriftian Church, and to all its 
members ; for the better underftanding and more 
tmly valuing of which moft excellent benefit, let us 
briefly declare the nature and defign thereof. 

Almi^ty God, feeing the generality of mankind 
ahenated fix)m himCclf by grofs ignorance of its duty 
toward him, and by habitual inclinations to violate 
his holy laws, (originally implanted by him in our 
nature, or anciently reveded to our firiV parents,) im- 
merfed in error, enflaved to vice, and obnoxious to 
the woful confequences of them, fevere punifhment, 
and extreme mifery; was pleafed in his immenfe 
goodnefs and pity to defign its refcue from that M 
condition ; and, in purfuance of that gracious defign, 
did refolve upon expedients the moflr admirable and 
moffc efficacious that could be : for to redeem men 
from the tyranny of fin and hell, to reconcile them 
to himfelf, to recover them into a happy ftate, he 
lent his own only beloved Son out of his bofom 
into this world, clothed with our nature ; by him> 
as by a Plenipotentiary CommiJJioner from himfelf, in- 
viting aU men to return unto him ; declaring him- 
felf, by the meritorious obedience, the expiatcM^ 
paffion, the efFe<^ual interceffion of his dear Son, 
abundantly farisfied for, and ready to grant a full 
pardon of all offences committed againft him in their 
ftate of error and eftrangement ; to admit them 
into a ftate of prefent indemnity and peaces yea 

, . \ to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



of tie Gift of iU Holy Ghojl. 3^ 

td fetdc tfiem in peipetual alliance and fiiendfhip s e ii t^. 
with himfelf, upon moft fair and gentle terms j xXv 
namely, that, renouncir^ their erroneous principles^ "^ — — " 
and reforming their vicious courfe of life, tney cheerf 
faUy would embrace his merciful overtures, and 
thereafter conform their lives to his righteous laws ; 
the which, together with all his good intentions con-^ 
ceminjg^ them, he, by the fame bleffed agent, clearly 
difcovered to them ; fully by him infkru^ing them • 

in their duty, and ftrongly encouraging th«n to the 
performance thereof by the promife of moft bounti- 
fiil rewards; his certain love and favour attended 
with endlefs joy and blifs: thus did^ as St. Pauixitii. ix, 
exprelTeth it, the faving grace of God appear unto all^** 
meuj teaching us, that, defying ungodtine/s and worldly 
lujlsy we fhould Irvefoberly^ right eoufly^ and godly in 
thisprefmt worlds expecting that hlejfed hope. 

But to render this wonderfully gracious deligii 
fuccefsful, in a way of wifdom, and reafonable pro- 
aeding, accommodated to the capacities of huipan ' 

nature, it was requifite, that there Ihould be pro- ; 

vided convincing arguments to perfuade men of the 
truth and reality of thefe things, (that indeed fuch 
an extraordinary agent, with fuch a meffage, was : ' 
come from heaven,) effeiSlual means of admonifliing 
and exciting men to a heedful advertency towards 
them, competent motives to a cordial acceptance of 
them ; a power alfo fufficient, notwithftanding their 
natural impotency and inftability, to continue them 
in the belief, to uphold them in the praftice of the 
dlities prefcribed, in the performance ci the condi- 
tions required. 

For if it were not very credible, that God had 
tmly thofe intentions towards us, or if we did not 
much regard the overture of them, or if we did not 
conceive the buiinefs highly to concern us ; or if, re- 
folving to comply with the Gofpel, we yet were un- 
able to difcharg? the* conditions thereof, the defigrt 

: i would 
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8 £ R M. would totally be fruftrated, and of itfelf come to 
XX. nothing. To prevent which difappointment of his 

* merciful intentions, Almighty God did abundantly 

provide, in a manner and meafure fuitable to the 
glorious importance of them ; for to the miniflry of 
his eternal wifdom, he adjoined the efficacy of his 
eternal love, and bleffed Spirit ; the which not only 
conduced God our Saviour into his flefhly taberna- 

Joh11iii.34.cle, and with unmeafurabU communications of himfdf 
did continually refide within him, but alfo did at- 
tend him in the confpicuous performance of nuni- 
berlefs miraculous works, implying divine power and 
: goodnefs, as exceeding not only any natural, but all 
created power, (fuch as were by mere word and will 
healing the fick, and reftoring the maimed ; ejeAing 
evil fpirits, difcerning the fecret thoughts of men, 
foretelling contingent events, reviving the dead, 
railing himfdf from the grave ;) which works, fome 
exprefsly, others by parity of reafon, are afcribed to 

Matt. xii. the Holy Spirit ; for, Ify laith our tiord, / by the Spi- 

ias X. 38. ^^^ ?/ ^^^ ^^ ^^^ Devils — and, Go^/, faith St. Peter, 
anointedhim with the Holy Ghojiy and with power % ^ko 
%vent about doing good j and healing all that were oppref" 

Rom. i. 4. fed by the Devu : and, fVho^ faith St. Paul, was de-- 
dared to be the Son ofGodi according to the Holy Spirit^ 
by the reJurre£Hon from the dead: fo did G<xi mord 
the moft evident atteftation that could be to the 
truth of our Saviour's quality, commiffion, and doc- 
trine ; by fo clear and roufing fignifications did 
God invite men to take notice of thefe things. • 
. But farther, to induce them heartily to comfdy 
with thefe gracious overtures, and to render tten 
thoroughly available to the purpofe defi:gned, the 
falvation of men, according to the terms prefcribcd 
of faith in God, and obedience to his command- 
ments, God was pleafed farther to refolve, and he 
feithfully did promife, that he woqld impart the 
fame blefied Spirit, as a continual guide and affift' 

ance 
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ance to all thofe, who ferioufly would entertain thofe s e r M. 
tenders of nicrcy, fincerely refolving the performance xx. 
of the conditions. ' 

Now although the natural and ordinary. manner 
of this divine Spirit's operation (like that of all fpi- 
rits and more fubtile fubftances) is not by violent 
and fenfible impreffions ^, but rather in way of im* 
perceptible penetration, or gentle infinuation of it-: 
felf into the fubjeft upon which it worketh, hardly 
difcovering itfelf otherwife than by the notable ef- 
fedls refulting from it; and although likewife the 
proper and principal effefts thereof, according to 
divine defignation, do relate to the furthering our 
performance of the faid conditions requifite toward 
our falvation, that is, to the cherifhing our faith^ 
and quickening our obedience ; difpofing men to 
perform virtuous adlions, rather than to achieve 
wondrous exploits.; yet more fully to fatisfy the 
doubtful, to convince the incredulous (to confound 
the obftinate) world about the truth of his inten- 
tions, more illuftrioufly to manifeft the completion 
of his promife, more furely to fortify the faithful 
againfk the fcandak and temptations, which their 
profeflion would incur **, God was pleafed after our 
Lord's afcenfion, and when the apoftoHcal promul- Aas ii. la, 
gation of the Chriftian doftrine did commence, to fj^;J^'\^^ 
difpenfe both to the teachers and the difciples there- 1 Cor.'xiv. 
of, more liberal communications of that Holy Spirit, :*^- 
attended with notorious, Arrange, and wonderful ef- 
fefts, apt to provoke the admiration of men, to per- ' 
fuade tneir judgments, to prevail upon their affec- 
tions, to produce within them ftrong defires of par- 



•^^ Kcd ixfiSufAirup xetSiTt. Cbryf. Tom, 6. Orat. 11. ad Dcmei, 

«*»rtff v\nfofofM9.' CbtyJ. Tom. 5. Orat. 88. 
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sEHM.taking^ fo high a privilege, and excellent endowr 

XX. ment* « 

.-r-=r;r-r- rpj^g memorial therefore of that rpoft gracious and 
glorious difpenfation, the Chriftian church wifely 
and pioufly hath continually preferved, obliging us 
at this time peculiarly to blefs God for xhsx incom- 
parable and ineftimable gift, conferred then moft 
vilibly upon the church, and ftill really beftowed 
upon every particular member, duly incorporated 
thereinto. 

I fay beftowed upon every particular member of 
the church ; for the evangelical covenant doth ex- 
tend to every Ghriftian ; andr a principal ingredient 
thereof is the collation of this Spirit : which is the 
Lukcxi. Jinger of God, whereby (according to the Prophet 
jcr xxxi J^fco^^^h's defcription of that cavenant) Go(fs law is 
33. put into their inward parts y and written in their hearts; 

Heb.yin. ififcrihd^ as St. Paul allufively fpeaketh, wjo/ w/M i»i, 
Ezek. xi. but hj the Spirit of the living God ; notimtabhs offtone, 
John vi. ^"^ ^^ theflejhly tables of the heart ; not only, as the 
45. Jewifli law reprefented, from without to the fenfcs, 

aCor.iu. but imprefled within upon the mind and afieAions; 
TLnvfta, ^i wheuce God's Spirit is c^led the Spirit ofpromifey the 
E "h 7^r^' donation thereof being the peculiar promife of the 
. * ' Gofpel ; and the end of our Saviour's undertaking ia 
Cai.iH. 14. by St. Paul declared, that we might receive thepromife 
of the Spirit by faith^. that is, by embracing Chriftian- 
ity might partake thereof, according to Grod's pro- 
mifes ; and the apoftolical miniftiy or exhibition of 
hioxi^^u r» the Gofpel ia ftyled the minifiration of the Spirit ; and 
re^m!'8. txifting of the heofvenly gifty and participation of the Hofy. 
Meb. Yi. 4. Gho^ is part of a Cbriftian's cnsuter ; and the fafccp- 
tion of Chriftianity is thus defcribed by St. Paul; 
i Theff. ii. But we are bound to give thanks always to Godforyou^ 
'^' brethren beloved of the Lord^ becaiife God hath chofen 

yon from the beginning tofcthation^ throughfandiification 
of the Spirit and belief of the truth: and our Saviour 
John iii. 5. inftrufled Nicodemus, that no man can enter into the 
kingdom of God (that is^ b^0jpae.a, Ch|ift}an, or fubje(J. 
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o£ God's fpiritual kingdom) without being regenerated^ e r M. 
hy water, and by the Spirit, that is, without baptifm, xx. 

and the fpiritual grace attending it ; according as -^ 

St. Peter doth in the words adjoining to our text 
imply, that the reception of the Holy Spirit is an- 
nexed to holy baptifm : Repent, faith he, and be bap-hett ii. 38, 
tized every one of you in the name of J ejus ChriJi,for the ^^' 
remijjion of fins ^ and ye fhall receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghbft\for the pronufe (that great promife of the Holy , 
Ghoft) is untoyou^ and to your children, and to all that . 
are affar off, even to as many as the Lord our Godjhalt 
call:, that is, the Holy Spirit is promifed to all, how 
far foever diftant in place or time, whoever fliall be 
invited unto, and fhall embrace the Chriftian pro- 
feffion. St. John alfo maketh it to be the diftinftive 
mark of tbofe, in whom Chrift abideth, and who 
dwell in Chrift, that is of all true Chriftians, to have 
this Spirit ; Hereby, faith he, we know that he abideth \ John iii. 
in us^ by the Spirit which he hath given us; and, Hereby ^^j^^^^ j^^ 
we know that we dwell in him, and he in uSj becaufe he 13* 
hath given us of his Spirit. And St. Paul denieth him 
to be a good Chriftian, who is deftitute thereof; Now, Rom. viiL 
faith he, if any man have not the Spirit of Chrift, heis^* 
none of his : and. Know ye not, faith he to the Corin- 1 Cor. iii. 
thians, that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit * * 
of God dwelleth in you? that is, do ye not underftand 
this to be a common privilege of all Chriftians, fuch 
as ye profcfs yourfelves to be ? And the converfion 
of men to Chriftianity he thus exprefleth ; After M^Tit.iii.4, 
kindnefs and love of God our Saviour toward man ap- ^* 
pearedv not by any righteous works which we had done, 
but according to his mercy hefaved us, by the laver ofre- 
generation, and renewing of the Holy Ghofl. And all pi- 
ous difpolitions qualifying us for entrance into heaven 
and happinefs (faith, charity, devorion, every grace, Cai. r. ti* 
every virtue) are reprefented to ht fruits of the Holy^^\^^9* 
Spirit : and the union of all Chriftians into one 
body, the catholic fociety of all truly faithful people, 
dbth^ according to St. Paul, refult from this one 
D d 2 Spirit, 
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sfeRM. Spirit, as a common foul aflimating and aftuatmg ' 
XX. them: For, faith he, hy bne Spirit are zve all bapitzed 
7r~T" into one body .whether Jews or Gentiles, whether bond of 

I Cor. XII. 17 77 ♦ T 7'7/- n'» 

13. free\ and have all been made to drmJt of one Sptrtt. 

In fine, whatever fome few perfons, or fome petty 
fefts (as the. Pelagians of old, the Socinians now) 
may have deemed, it hath been the doctrine con- 
ftantly, and with very general confent delivered iii 
the Catholic Church, that to all perfons by the holy 
myftery of baptifm duly initiated to Chriftiatiity, ot 
admitted into the communion of Chrift*s body, the 
grace of God^s Holy Spirit certainly is beftowed, en- 
abling them to perform the conditions of piety and 
virtue then undertaken by them ; enlightening theif 
minds, rectifying their* wills, purifying their affec- 
tions, direAing and affifling them in their praftice ? 
the which holy gift (if not abufed, ill treated, driven 
away, or quenched by their ill behaviour) will per- 
petually be continued, improved,* and increafed to 
them : it is therefore by Tertullian (in his Prefcrip- 
tions againft Heretics*^) reckoned as part of that 
fundamental rule, which was grounded upon the 
general tradition, and confent of the ChrifKan chuith/ 
that Chrift hadfent the virtue of the Holy Ghofi in hif 
room, which doth a3 believers ; to which that article 
doth anfwer of the Apoftolical Creed, in which we 
profefs to believe the Holy Ghofi ; meaning, I fuppofe, 
thereby not only the bare exiftence of the Holy 
Ghof^, but alfo its gracious communication and 
energy. 

Since therefore the collation of this eminent gift 
and favour fo nearly doth concern us all ; feeing it 
is our prefent duty more efpecially to praife and Wefs 
God for it ; feeing alfo we are wont to commeftfu- 
rate our gratitude to our eilimation of the benefit^ 
unto which it relateth, let us a little confider the 

« Tert, de Prafc, ij.— ^miiiflc vicariaip Tim Spiritus Sandi« 
qui crtfdcntes agat. 

worth 
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Wrth and excellency of this divine gift conferred s e n if . 
on us. XX. 

That it ia tranfcendendy valuable we may in ge- '"' 
neral hence coUeA, that even in our Lord's eftcem 
it did not only countervail, but in a manner fur- 
mount the benefit of his prefence; Su/iA^fpi*, // ij,Johnxvi. 
faid he, expedient (or profitable) for you that I go ^" 
away ; God having defigned, that my abfence Ihall 
be fupplied by the Comforter's more beneficial pre- 
fence: and wonderfully beneficial furely mufl that 
prefence be, which could not only compenfate, but 
render advantageous the lofs of that moft benign and 
fweet converfatjon, that tender and watchful infpec- 
tion, that wholefome and powerful advice, that clear 
and lively pattern of all goodnefs Ihining forth in 
our Saviour's life upon his Difciples, Could there be 
^ more indulgent Mafter, a more difcreet Guide, a 
more delightful Companion, a more faithful Friend, a 
mightier rrotedlor, a furer AfRftant, a fweeter Com- 
forter than he ? Yes, it feemeth that our Saviour did 
apprehend, that upon fome accounts thofe benefits 
with greater advantage might accrue to them by the 
gift of his Spirit, than by his . own immediate pre- 
^ fence ; that it by internal operation could more 
' clearly inform the mind, more ftrongly incline the 
will, more vigoroufly afFedl the heart, than any exte- 
rior word or example could do : neither could our 
Saviour, according to the condition of his humanity, 
limited to particularities of time and place, fo per- 
fedlly correfpond to the various exigencies of man- 
kind, as that omnipotent Spirit, intimately prefent 
to,, uniformly diffufed through all things: Hxmo'uu&f^itm 
therefore did our Saviour leave the guardian of hisj?*'^*' 
otherwife orphan Difciples; him did he fubilitute toJotinxiT* 
undergo the care and tuition of them, to condudk*^' 
them in the right way, to preferve them from dan- 
gers, to comfort them in diftrefTes, to manage all 
their concernments, to be their counfellor, monitor, 
advocate, and patron ; by him he meant fully xo 

]> d 3 make 
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. B KR M. make good his word, that he would be with them tM 
. XX. the end of this world^. 

' But more diftindtly to furvey the many benefits 

and advantages proceeding from this excellent gift 
unto us, we may obferve, that on it the foundation, 
thie improvement, the completion of all our good 
and happinefs do depend ; that to the Holy Spirit in 
truth and juftice are to be afcribed, i. our better 
ftate and being ; 2. our fpriritual powers and abili- 
ties; 3. our good and acceptable performances; 
whatever we are, whatever we can do, whatever we 
adlually do perform as Chriftians. 

I. We owe to the Holy Spirit our fpiritual ftate 
and being ; our fpiritual Ufe, our freedom, our ho- 
nourable condition. 
n»ii?A*« It is by virtue of this quicheninz Spirit, that from 

1 Cor. XV. death and corruption we are railed to an immortal 
jihnvi 6i.^^ indefe<ftible ftate of life ; that, as St. Paul faith, 
Eph. ii.i, we, that were dead in trefpajfes and fins ^ are quickened 
I Pet. i. j^.f^^S^^her with Chrift ; we by this incorruptible feed are 
bom again \ not, as formerly, to a life of vanity and 
mifery, or to the enjoyment of a few tranfitory de- 
lights, tempered with many vexatious inconveni- 
ences, pains, and troubles ; but tq fure capacities of 
1 Pet. i. 3, moft folid and durable contentment, to a living hope 
^ of an incorruptible inheritance referved in heaven for us. 

It is thereby we are free men enjoying a true and 
perfeft liberty ; being enfranchifed from divers in- 
tolerable flaveries, to which we naturally are fub- 
je6led, and from which otherwife we could not be 
Gal. iv. 24. exempted ; from the dominion of a rigorous law «, 
which prefcribeth hard duties, but doth not afford 
ftrength to perform them ; apt to condemn us, but 
not able to convert us ; from the clamorous accu- 
fations of a guilty confcience, with anxious fears of 



' *'£*;( rr^i ffvm>4i»q 7« alSfot. Matt, xxviii. 20, 
s Lex OS omnium potuit obftruere^ hon potuit mentem con« 
vertere. Amhr* 

^ - punifh- 
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fiihiihmeQt, that^/ri/ of bondage untofear^ of which SEfiAi. 
St. Paul fpcaketh; from the tyranny of a moft crafty, xx. 
fpiteful, and cruel enemy, that wicked one who did Rom. vhu 
captivate us at his pleqfurej and detained us tinder his '5- .. 
power ; from the no lefs unjuft, no lefs nrifchievous 26. ""* "* 
domination of our own flefh, or naturd concupifcence^ ^p**- "• *• 
impofing grievous talks and deftru<ftive neceflities 
upon us; It is^ faith St. Paul, the law of the Jfirit (jTnom. viiu 
l^e in Chrift Jeftts^ which fetteth us free from thefe laws \*^^ ..-^ 
of^ and of death ; fo that, where the Spirit of theii. 
Lord is y there is freedom. 

From fuch bafe* thraldoms we thereby are re- 
deemed, and not only fo, but are advanced to an 
honourable condition, are ennobled with illaftrious 
relations, are entitled to glorious privileges: all the 
benefits and immunities contained in the charter of 
the new Jerufalem, all the advantages and privileges 
-appropriated to God's court and family thereby ap- 
pertain unto us ; for we have, faith St. Paul, accefs hy^p>^. ii. i«^ 
one Spirit unto the Father ^ and are thence no more^^* 
Jlrangers and foreigners, Imt fellow- citizens of the faints, 
and of the houfehotd of God : by this holy un6tion we are 
.confecrated kings and pri0s unto God ; by participa- Rev. i. 6. 
tion of this immortal feed ^t are engrafted into alii-' ^«'-"-^- 
ance with the heavenly King, become children of 
God, brethren of Chrift, heirs of Paradife, (an infi- 
nitely better Paradife than that from which we for- 
merly were excluded;) for this is that -kvHiax uloS-fCiac, Rom. tHu 
that Spirit wkich conftitutedi us the fons of God,]^;;^. ^ 
qualifying us to be fo by difpofitions refembling God, 
and filial afFedlions toward him ; certifying us that 
we are fo, and caufing us by a firee inftindl to ^rrycai. iv.6. 
Abba, Father, running irito his bofom of love, and 
flying under the wings of his mercy in all our needs 
and diiftreffes ; whence as many as are led by the Spirit, Rom. ▼in. 
they, faith St. Paul, are the fons of God \ and, the Spi^]^^^^ ^ni^ 
rit itfelfbeareth witnefswith ourfpirit, that we are the »^- 
children of God i yea, which may feem yet a farther 
pitch of dignity, we, by intervention of this Spirit, 

i>d4 arc 
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tERM.are united and incorporated into Chrift himfelf, bc- 
XX. ing made living members of his body, partaking a 
common life and fenfe with him ; by it we are com- 
pared into the fame fpiritual edifice, dedicated to 
the worlhip and inhabitation of God ; our bodies 
and fouls are made temples oiF his divinity, thrones 
of his majefty, orbs of his celeftial light, paradifes of 
Eph.u.aj.his blifsful prefence; for. In whom^ faith St. Paul, 
ye are buiU together for an inhabitation of God through 
X Cor. iii. the Spirit ; and. Know ye not that ye are the temple of 
God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you? 

By the Holy Spirit we are inflated in thefe incon- 
ceivably glorious privileges, and by it only we arc 
aflured of them, to our comfort ; the gift of it, as it 
is a great part of them, and the chief caufe, fo it is a 
iph. i. 13. fure confirmation and pledge; Ye, faith St. Paul, 
Rom. VIII. ^g^gjgaled by the Holy Spirit of promife^ which is the 
zCot.'uziyearnefi of our inheritance; and. It is God who did efia- 
blijh us with you in Chrift, and anointed us, and alfo 
fealedus^ and gave the eamefi of the Spirit in our hearts: 
all which phrafes do import the fame thing, that is, 
a comfortable aflurance concerning the reality of the 
benefits by divine grace exhibited and promifed to us. 
a. Neither only relatively and extrinfecally is oiir 
ftate bettered and exalted from death to life, from 
flavery to freedom, from bafenefs to dignity; but 
biirfelves anfwerably are changed, and amended by 
2 Cor. V. the fame Holy Spirit, with a real and intrinfecal alter- 
^7' ation, transforming us into other thirds, much dif- 

ferent from what we were in our former natural 
Tit. iii. 5. ftate ; by that renovation of the Holy Ghofi, of wl^ch 
Eph.iv.a3.St. Paul fpeaketh, we are, faith ht, renewed in ths 
fpirit of our mind\io that not only the decayed 
frame of our foul is thereby repaired and reformed, 
but its powers are niuch improved and enlarged; 
we are thence endowed with liew and better faculties, 
as it were ; with quicker apprehenfions, with fin- 
cerer judgments, with righter inclinations, with 
nobler paffions, than we had before, yea, than wc 

could 
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could have had in our original ftate ; fo that in the s e r m« 
language of holy Scripture we thence become new xx. 
men J and new creatures^ created according to God in^^^i.h.z^. 
righteotifne/s atid true hoUnefs ; according to God, that 2 cor. v. 
is, in conformity to the divine perfeAions of recfti- coi. lii. 10. 
tude in mind and will, fo as to refemble God in aEph.iv.a3. 
higher degree, and more worthy refpefts, than for-^/.^Vi. 10. 
merly* Our father Adam was made lU xj^x^v ^w<rav, i cor. xv. 
a creature endowed with life and fenfe, turnilhed^^" 
with powers and appetites difpoling to acquire, pre- 
ferve, and enjoy the conveniences agreeable to that 
ftame ; and we naturally are ^x^y.o\ «v3/»«iroi, animal i Cor.ii. 
men ; fuch as naturally do apprehend, do affeA, do '** 
purfue things concernmg this prefent life ; the plea- 
fures of fenfe, and the fatisfacftions of fancy ; free- 
dom from want and pain, fecurity from danger and 
difturbance, together with the means we fuppofe con- 
ducible to thofe, wealth, honour, and power ; thefe 
are thofe dejires of theflejh and of the mind^ the things eix^fucr^ 
which according to our natural temper and frame we'^f^J^,^ 
like and approve ; which moft men therefore do high- Eph. ii. 3. 
ly value, paflionately love, and earneftly feek : nor 
doth nature only inclinfe us to a complacence in thefe 
thingSj but cuftomary fruition greatly endeareth them 
to us ; fo that we continually improve our acquaint- 
ance, and contract a firmer alliance with them ; but 
fpiritual and divine things {the things of the Spirit of 
God ^, as St. Paul calleth them) we cannot receive ; ai;^;i^s«/. 
that is, fimply of ourfelves, without aid of another 
interior principle, we have no capacity to apprehend 
them, no difpofition to entertain them, no ftrength 
to purfue them ; they, as the Apoftle faith, arefooU 
tflinefs to uSf that is, incongruous to our prejudicate 
notions, and infipid to our corrupt palates. 

Such doArines as thefe ; that our felicity confift- 
eth not in affluence of temporal enjoyments, but in * 
difpofitions of foul croffing our humours, curbing 

* Ta tS wnvfAarof t5 ^iS. I Cor. ii; J4. 

our 
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aE%^. our ((ppetites^ apd quelling our-pa(fioiis ; in cohform* 

XX. ity of pracStice to rules diftafteful to our fenfe ; in 

"""""""^ the love and favour of an invifible Being ; in rever«r 

lion of an eftate not to be poffefled until after our 

death in another world; that iione of thefe prefent 

things do well deferv^ our ferious regard, afFeftion, or 

care, and that it is blameable to be folicitous about 

them ; that naked goodnefs (how low, weak, and 

poor foever) is to be chofen before all the fpecious 

pomps and glories of this world ; that the feoet 

testimony of confeience is to be preferred 'before aM 

the approbation and applauf^ of men ; that the hopt 

cf future joy fhould overfway ^the defire of prefent 

moft certain and fenfible delights ; thai: the lofs d 

all things m^y fometime be deemed our greateft 

-gain, being contemned our highfeft honour, enduring 

.afflitflions our moft defirable condition, death our 

fureft welfare, a crofs preferable to a crown ; that 

accordingly it is often advantageous and expedient 

for us, and a duty incumbent on us, willingly to 

difcard our deareft contents of life, to facrifice our 

moft valued intereft, to forfake our neareft relations, 

to refufe what we moft afFedl, to undertake what 

we moft diftafte, to undergo without reludVancy or 

regret the moft bitter accidents that can befal us; 

johnxii. that we muft (to ufe the holy ftyle) hafe our own 

Lukcxiv. J^^^^9 ^^^y our/elves, and take up our crofs ^ qtdt 

2^.xiv. iz.hotifes and lands i defert kindred and friends \ iirorivitw 

24%. 20!* '^** TTOfcci TOK I«UT« vVafp^oucr to renounce J or bid fiwc- 

Coi. iii. 5. well, to all that he hathj or owneth, cut off our right 

vi. 14.* *^" handsy and pluck out our right eyes ; cir^rumci^ ottr 

Rom. yi. 6. hearts ^ mortify our members \ crucify ourfl^y with its 

s. ' ' '"' ^' affections and hi^s j be crucffied to the world ; to accottnt 

all worldly things damage ^ drofs, and du:f^y in compari- 

£on to fpiritual goods: that we muft fo far rttnit 

:and reftrain our felf-love, as to love all men, not exr 

eluding oitir greateft enemies, as ourfelves ; fo as not 

only to part freely with our particular accommoda^ 

tions, but upon occ^QUj in ioxitation of our Saviour, 

ta 
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to lay down our lives for them ; fo as not only to com- ^^ n M. 
port with their infirmities, but to requite their eXt- xx. 
tremeft injuries with good will and good turns ; fo" """^ 
as to do all good to all men, to return no evil to 
any 3 to hlefs them that curfe us, to do good to them that Matt. t. " 
hate us J to fray for them which deffitefully ufe us^ and^ 
ferfecute us. 

Thefe, and fuch like dilates of the Spirit are hard John vi. 60. 
and harfli fayings, abfurd to our natural conceit, and 
abominable to our carnal humour ; we cannot rea- 
dily fwallow them, we cannot eafily di^ft them ; in 
lefpeft to them we as mere men are lx*^foi W ^iavoio, coi. i. »x. 
enemies in our mind^ or reafon ; our difcourfe prefendy 
<loth contradiA and oppofe them ; oyr reafon is 
fhut up, and barred with various appetites, humours, . 
and paffions againft fuch truths; nor can we admit 
them into our hearts, except God by his Spirit ^ofet 
open our 7?tindy and work a free pafTage for them into^,'«''i'y«'*- 
us; it IS he who commanded the light tojhineout of dark- luVc xxiv. 
nefiy who muft, as St. Paul fpeaketh, illuftrate our hearts 45- . 
with the knowledge of thefe things : an un£f ion from Aasxwi. 
the holy One, clearing our eyes, foftening our hearts, ^4- 
healing our diftempered faculties, muft, as St. John' johnit.' 
informeth us, teach and perfuade us this fort of*"^* 
truths : a hearty faith of thefe feemingly incredible 
propofitions muft indeed be, as St. Paul calleth it, Eph.ii.8. 
the gift of God, proceeding from that Spirit of faithy^^^^'^^l 
whereof the fame Apoftle fpeaketh; fuch feith is 9- ^ m" 
not, as St. Bafil faith*, engendered ly geometrical ne-^i*"^/*'^ 
cej/itiesj but by the effectual operations of the Holy Ghofl: « Cor. iv. 
fiejk and blood will not reveal unto us^ nor can any man J^^^^ ^^.^ 
with clear confidence 7&y, that Jefus (the author, 17- 
»iaftcr, and exemplifier of thefe dodrines) is the Lord, *^^'* ^^^ 
(the Melfias, the infallible Prophet, the univer&l ' 
Lawgiver, the Son of the living God,) hut by the 
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& B R liC. Holy Ghqft: Every/pirit^ which fincerely confejfeth him 

XX. to he the Chrtft; who hath enjoined thefe precepts, 

i Johniv. we may with St. John fafely conclude to he of God; 

aCor iii « ^^^ ^^ ourfelves we are not fufficienty as the Apoftlc 

faith, XoyH^iff^ou r*, to reafon outy or coUeft, any of 

thefe things ; we never of our own accord, without 

divine attraftion, Ihould come unto Chrijiy that is, 

fliould efFecftually confent unto and embrace his in- 

ftitution, confifting of fuch unplaufible propofitions 

and precepts : hardly would his own Difciples, who 

had fo long enjoyed the light of his inftrudlion ^ 

converfation, have admitted it, if he had not grantr 

ed to them that Spirit of truths whofe work it 

John vi. 44. was oJny^v, to lead them in this unknown and un- 

zvi. 13. couth way, ivAyyiKKuvy to tell them again and again, 

that is, to inftil and inculcate thefe crabbed truths 

johnziv. upon them, uVopt/Avtio-Kciv, to admonifli, excite, and 

*^\^ urge them to the marking and minding them; 

hardly, I fay, without the guidance of the Spirit, 

would our Lord's Difciples have admitted divers 

evangelical truths, as our Lord himfel^. told them ; 

JohnxYi. I have J faid he, many things hefide to fay to you^ hut 

'*' ^^' ye cannot as yet hear them : but when he, the Spirit of 

truths Jhall come^ hejhall conduct you into all truth. 

As for the^mighty fages of the world, the learned 
fcribes, the fubtle difputers, the deep politicians, the 
I Cor.i. JO, wife men according totheflefh^ the men of moft refined 
**^' judgment, and improved reafon in the world's eye, 
they were more ready to deride, than to regard, tp 
inipugn, than to admit thefe dodlrines ; to the 
Greeks who fought wifdom^ the preaching of them did 
feem foolilhnels. 

It is true, fome few fparks or flalhes of this diyinic 
knowledge may poffibly be driven. out by rational 
confideration ; . philofophy may yield fpme twilight 
gUmmerings thereof ; common reafon may diftatc a 
faint confent unto, may produce a cold tendency 
after fome . of thefe . thipgs ; but a clear perception, 
and a refolute perfualion of mind, that /«// affwrmu 
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tffaith\ and inflexible confejpon of hope\ which the s i k »i. ' 
Apoftle to the Hebrews fpeaketh of; that all riches xx. 
of the full ajfurance of unaerftanding^ that abundant ' 

knowledge of the divine will in alljhiritual wifdom and 
underftanding ™, with which St. Paul did pray that 
his ColoflSans might be replenijhed\ thefe fo perfe<ftCoi.i.9» 
illuftrations of the mind^ fo powerful convicftions of 
the heart, do argue immediate influences fr9ih the 
fountain of life and wifdotn, the divine Spirit. No 
external inltfudlion could irtfufe, no interior difcourfe 
could excite them, could penetrate thofe opacities 
of ignorance, and diffipate thofe thick mifts of preju- 
dice, wherein nature and cufliom do involve us; 
could fo thoroughly awaken the lethargic ftupidity of 
our fouls ; could fupple the refraftory llifFnefs of our 
wills, could mollify the flony hardnefs of our hearts, 
could void our natural averlation to fuch things, and 
quell that ^fovtjjtAa T?f (rafxoc, that carnal mindy the Rom. tin. 
^vhich, St. Paul faith, is enmity againft God, for it /V^' 
notfubjeii to the law of God, neither indeed can be; could 
cfeprefs thofe v^tifAotroL, thofe lofty towers of felf-con-aCdr.x.4/" 
ceit, reared againft the knowledge of God, and demolijh 5- 
thofe o;^upwjut«Ta, f hofe bulwarks of felf-will and per- 
verfe ftottiach oppofed againft the impreffions of divine 
truth ; and captivate irZv vinfMOL, every conceit and device 
of ours to the obedience of Chrift, and his difcipline^ 
Well therefore did St. Paul pray in behalf of his Ephe- 
fians, that God would beftow on them thatffirit ofwifdomz^h. h 17, 
and revelation in the acknowledgment ofhim,and thatthd^^s ^^^^^ 
^yes of their mind (or reafon) might be enlightenedjo asto '^ ' 
know the hope of their calling ;th3,t is, to underftand and^ 
believe the docftrines of Chriftianity, which upon con-' 
dition of obedience did promife felicity to them. 

So is the light of Ipiritual knowledge, together* 
^ith a temper of mind, difpoling to receive it, com- 

* ni^ w^Tt; tr? mkfi^^fidf t?c ovna-iu^. Cal. ii. 2. 

municated 
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8:B'I^ M.naui|icate4 tQ us ; but fatthier alio by the fame divine 
XX. power ap4 fpirit afe our vital heat and vigour, our 

aftive ftrength and courage imparted. For as mere 

men, we are not only blind to difcem, dull to con- 
ceive;, backward to undertake the neceflary duties of 
virtue and piety ; but we are alfq dead, heardefs, and 
upwieldy, lanae^ and in^potent, indifpofed and unca- 
I^eto^ perform them: though we Ihould, compe- 
tency apprehend our duty, and our fpirit thence 
Mattxxvi.lhould be w//i«^; ytx ourflejtf or natural power, w 
Rom.vii. ^^^>^ • "^ Hiay, as St. Paul inftrudleth us, in our 
12, 16. judgment confent that the Law is holy^jufi andgood\ 
^^^^i^Tapd confequently to will may be prefent to us ; that is, 
xif. we maiy be deiirous, and in fome meafure refolved to 

Rom. vu. ^j^gy j^ , yg^^ ^^ j^^y ^^ -y ^ ^Q ;;i^ interior rational com- 

^^^•i^^'^placenc^ therein \ and yet not have ability to a6t ac- 
n^iJTI* cording to thefe dictates and defires; for to will is 
^rf*'' prefent to me^ (faith he in the perfon of a man en- 
dowed only with natural ftrength, abftradting from 
the fubfidiary virtue and operation of the divine 
Rpm^vii. ^Spirit,) hut to perform that which is good^ Ifindnot\l 
rVi nart P^^cetve not any means or way of efFedling it: know- 
yiliXm Sledge therefore^ and willingnefs to do good, doth not 
**;r»L*^ fuffice ; we need a prevalent force to ftir and raife 
ti/(ir»«. ^^.^ unwieldy bulk, to overpoife our natural pio- 
penfions, to lubdue the reluAancies, and check the 
importunities of fenfe, to corredl bad nature, and 
reclaim from bad cuftom : the natural might and 
poUcy of our fingle re^on, being* very feeble and 
Ihallow, is not fitly matched to encounter that potent 
Qonfederacy of enemies, which continually with open 
violence doth invade and aflail us ; or which by 
clandeftine wiles doth watch to circumvent and fup- 
pjant us. Is it eafy for us not to dread the frowns, 
nor to be charmed by the flatteries ; to flight bodi 
the hatred and favour ; to abide the perfecutions, 
and to avoid the allurements of this world; tl^ 
wicked, violent, deceitful world, which is ever ready 
to deter from good, and entice us to evil I Is it cafy 
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to reftrain and reprefs iSaxA^ flejhly lujlsy wUch,^ St 5 E R % 
Peter faith, do war againft ourfouh^ combating them xx. 

with their own forces, ufing their own faculties and ;— 

members as weapons againft them? Is it eafy toj^^^**"* 
refcue ourfelves from that other law in our members jHm,\v^u 
that warreth againft the law of our underfianding^ and^^ ^**' 
eaptivateth us to the law of fin ? Is it a fmall matter 
to fet upon, to grapple with, to knock down that 
gigantic Philiftine, inordinate feltlove, (the root of 
injuftice, pride, envy, malice, ambition, and avarice 
within us,) which naturally is fo tall and ftout ; wliich, 
if not checked in its progrefs, will daily grow in fta- 
ture and ftrength ? Is it a flight bufinefs to dctecSl, 
to counterplot, to decline or defeat thofe fui^ohUi^ 
thofe devices i oxfubtile trains ^ andfleights of the temp- Eph.?i, \u 
ter; to wrefile with principalities j with powers^ with the ^* " '*" 
rulers of this darkfome worlds with thefpirituaUtiesofi^'^^'vU i% 
tt;iV^^^«^ furrounding us? May we not reafonably 
in comparifon to thefe mighty Anakim be (as the 
childr^a of Ifrael anciently were) in our own fight as^^f^v^\\U 
grafioppers^ quite defpairing by our own ftrength to^^* 
vanquifli, to refift them ? 

In our fpiritual conflift with fuch dangerous and 
dreadful adverfaries, we do need an w^^f^y** '»'? 
TVfVfAaroc, as St. Paul fpeafceth, that is, a large fiipplyVhiiu 19. 
of the Spirit, a collation of auxiliary forces, an habi^ 
tual fupport derived from. that invmcible and infal^ 
hbl^ Spirit, which only is ftronger and wifer tha» 
tJiey; we need to be armed with that ivvetfMc ll^v^sty 
^t power from on high, or heavenly might, whereby ^"^^"'^• 
thd Apoftl^s were enaJiled to fight their noWe^battles,|fe. ux. ^ 
and to achieve their glorious conqurfks, fubduing the '9') 
Bebellious world, and baffling the powers of dark- 
aef$ ;\ we need SwoifAU xjarajwS'ii'vat^ to be firengthened^Y^^^' **• 
vj\th might by Chrifl^s Spirit in the inward man, as St. 
Paul- exprefleth it ; whereby, as he, we may vivrx 
»W«w, be aile to do all things, or to accomplifh thePhii.iv.13^ 
moft difficult parts of our duty ; without which we^iohni.v.s. 

can. 
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^ERM.r/^/f do nothing J that is, cannot difcharge the moft 
XX. eafy things required of us ; allourfufficimcy is of God; 
2 Cor. m. 5- it is he, who out of his goodnefs doth effeS in m both to 
^jM!- *3* ijoill and to perform ; his Spirit taking part with our in^ 
0inm^kmfi^jirmitiesj and thereby giving us ^vantage over all 
SwJT*' oppofition and difficulty. The chief reafon why we 
do notjin^ or perlift in a courfe of difobedience to the 



Rom.viii. 2j^^ Qf Qod" jg^ ^ St. John telleth us, becaufe the 

1 iohaiii. divine feed abideth in usy that root of divine life, and 

fp^ I jj^ vital aftivity implanted in us, by the Holy Spirit; 

a Pet. i. 4." that divine nature, (as St. Peter flyleth it,) that princi- 

fiTdtii2i pl^ ^d fpring of fpiritual motion by him inferted ia 

gratia, po- us ; from which only feed or nature do fprout out 

'^IZJJ^. all heavenly graces and virtues ". 

Xertuii. The principal and original virtue. Charity, (the roof^ 
the fountain^ the mother of all goodnefs, as St. Chry-^ 

Itom.T.5. foftom calleth it**,) even that Jhed abroad in our 
hearts by the Holy Spirit given unto us, as St. Paul 

Eph. V. 9. telleth us ; and ^t fruit, faith he, of the Spirit is in 

Gal. T. »2. all goodnefs, righteoufriefs and truth ; and, love, pedce^ 
long-fuffering, benignity, goodnefs Jaith, meeknefs, temper 
ranee, are by the fame divine Apoftle reckoned ftrcams 
from themnie fource, fruits of the fame rich and 
goodly flock : to it generally are attributed all pu- 
rification of our hearts, mortification of our limS) 
fanftification of our lives, and confequently falvation 

tCor.vi. of our fouls: Te, faith St. Paul, are wafhed,yeart 
fanBified, ye arejuflified in the name of the LordJefus^ 

a Thcff. u. ^f^^ ly fj^g Spirit of our God ; and, God hath chofen us 
from the beginning to falvation by fanHification of the 

I Vet. i.tz. Spirit, and belief of the truth ; and, Having, faith St 
Peter, purified our fouls in obedience to the truth, by the 

Rom. viii. Spirit, unto charity unfeigned ; and. If, faith St. Piuil. 

'^* ftgain^ by the Spirit ye mortify the deeds of theflefh,ji 



yit»^. Cbryf. 

^ 'P>^a> xoM mt^f xft» fiAj^ ivrdrrvf rSv iyt&th* Cbfyf, 
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Jhall live ; thus doth our fpiritual being and ftate, s £ r i^« 
together with our life and adlive powers, depend xx. 
upon the Holy Spirit ; and not only io^ but, 

3. The continued fubftance and prefervation, the 
aftual ufe and exercife of them, all our difcreet con- 
duft, all our good practice do rely upon him : it is 
true of our fpiritual, no lefs than of our natural life. 
If he doth avert his face^ ive are troubled \ if he dQth^i!i.wi% 
fubtraS his influence ^ we die, and return unto our dtift: *^* 
upon all occafions we do need his direction, aid, and 
comfort ; for the way of man, as tlie Prophet faith, isiet. %. %i4 
not in himfelf\ it is not in man that walkethto direct his 
Jleps: It is the Lord, as the Pfalmifl: faith, that order-^* «avii. 
eth thefteps of a good man, and upholdeth him with his *^* 
hand. We have all need to pray with that good man; 
Caufe me to know the way wherein I fhould walk ; Pfai. ciriii. 
teach me to do thy will, for thou art my God; thy Spirit^' *®' 
is good, lead me into the land of uprightnefs. 

We are vain and uncertain in our opinions, fickle 
and irrefolute in our purpofes, flow and heavy in our 
proceedings ; apt to faint and faulter, to Humble and 
flip in all our practice; we do need therefore this fure 
oracle to confult in our doubts and darknefles ; this 
faithful friend to diredl and advife us in our affairs ; 
this conftant monitor to roufe and quicken us in 
our undertakings ; this powerful guardian to fup- 
port and eftablilh us in our ways : it is, in refpetfl to 
good men, this fteady hand that holdeth the helm, 
and gently fleereth their courfe through the blind 
tracks of religious practice ; withdrawing them from 
thofe dangerous Ihelves of error and temptation, 
upon which they are apt to fplit ; it is this heavenly 
gale, that filleth their fails with conftant refolution, 
and fairly driveth them forward in their voyage to- 
ward eternal blifs. He foftly doth whifper and infi^ 
nuate good thoughts into us ; doth kitidle pious de- 
fires, doth cherifh virtuous intentions, doth promote 
honeft endeavours ; he feafonably checketh and re- 
ftraineth us from fin ; he faithfully reproveth and 
Toil. I . £ e upbraideth 
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8 E R M. upb^-aideth us fpr committing it ; he r^ifeth wholc- 

^ XX. ""' fome remorfe, ftiame, 4n^ di^^eafure for our unwor- 

' tiiinefs and folly ; he fweetly warmeth our cpld af- 

fedlions, inflaming our hearts ^yith devotion toward 

(jod ; he qualiifieth us, an(^ encourageth us to ape 

E roach the throrxe of grace, breeding in us faith and 
umble confidence, promptjipg us fit mat^^r o|F 
requeft, becoming our advocate and interceflbr fpor 
Eph.ii. 1 8. the good fuccefs of our prayers; through Chr'tjl hfuSy 
faith St. Paul, voe have accefs by one Spirit unto the 
Rom. viii. Father ; and, the Spirit helpeth our infirmities-, for we 
•^' know not what wejhould afitjor as we ought \ but the^ 

Spirit it/elf intercedethfor us. 

He guardeth us^ he ftandeth by us, he. fuftdneth 
aCor.xii. US in all trials and temptations, affording grqcefuffi- 
I Cor. X. ^^^^^ ^^ efcape or to endure them ; not/uffering tcs ta 
13. be tempted above what we are able. 

He fupporteth and comforteth us in our affli<ftions 
and diftrefles of all kinds, of our inward and out- 
^yard efliate : this David knew when in his peniten- 
Pf. li. II, tial agonies he prayed, Cafi me not awayfron\ thy pre- 
"• fence y and take not thy holy Spirit from me ; reftqreunto 

me the joy of thy falvation^ and uphold me with thyfru 
Aasxiii. Spirit: this thofe^^y? Chrifiians felt, whp, under per- 
ic.***^^' fecutions and all outward difcouragements, were yet 
filled with joy ^ and did walk in the comfort of the Hoi}, 
GhoJi.\ whence that teftimony of St. Paul concem- 
I ThcfT. u ihg the Thefl^aloniaiis ; Ye were followers ofme^ and 
oj^the Lord^ receiving the word in muchaffiiSion^ with, 
jdy of the Holy Ghoft : by it thj? blplfed S^ts, Mar- 
tyrs, and Confeflbrs being infpirj^d, did not only wid^ 
admirable patienp^, but inpredible alacrity, ijp^kigpi 
the extreqiefl: lolTes, ignominies, af}^ tortures, wjhi^ 
theTpite pi^ hell a|i4 ra^ of trj^ ^pd^ could inflijS^ 
on therp. 

it is, in fine, thjs holy Spirjit>«?l}ich is.t^e; fqle % 

thor'and fpring of all true.clelielu;^ off allr^ o^toa^. 

1 Pet. 5. 8. withiql us ; of that ^n^fak^b^e.joy.i^^ i^/i^f^9 tnaj, 

Rx)m.xv. gaiety of hope ^ that ^|i^i^on ifl[ V}^ dpjng: tb? 
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partaking of his fociety, influence, and confolation, is s £ k i/. 
indeed the moft delicious repaft, and richert cordial Xi... 
of our foul ; the neareft refembknce, the fWeeteft 
foretafte of Paradife, 

So many, fo great ; yea far more, far greater than, 
Ihould the time give me leave, I could enumerate or 
exprefs, are the benefits accruing to us from this^ 
moft excellent gift of God, by him gracioufly con- 
ferred upon all good Chriftians ; for which we Ihould 
correfpondently endeavour with all our hearts to 
praife and thank him ; in all our lives to make grate- 
ful and worthy returns for it ; efpecially by well 
ufing it to the greateft purpofes, for which it was 
beftowed, of enabling us to ferve God, of preferving 
us from fin, of conducing us to eternal falvation. 

Let us earneftly invite this holy gueft unto us, by 
our prayers unto him, who hath promifed to beftow 
his Spirit upon thofe which afk it, to impart /&> Lulcexi.t3* 
living &Tca,m to every one, which thirjieth after it; 3 7,^8 "39. 
let us willingly receive him into our hearts, let us 
treat him with all kind ufage, with all humble ob- 
fervance. Let us not exclude him by fupine neg- 
le6l, or rude Pejijtance ; let us r^ox. grieve him by ourAas vu. 
perverfe and froward behaviour toward him : let us|ph j^ ^^^ 
not tempt him by our fond prefumptions, or bafei<a.ixiii. 
treacheries ; let us not quench his heavenly light and a^s v. 9. 
heat by our foul lufts and paflions : but let us admit \y^^^' ^-^ 
gladly his gentle illapfes; let us hearken to his faith- 
fill fuggeftions ; let us comply with his kindly mo- 
tions ; let us demean ourfelves modeftly, confift- 
enriy, and officioufly toward him ; that we may fo 
do, God of his infinite mercy grant unto us, through 
Jefus Chrift our Lord; to whom with the fame Holy 
Spirit for ever be all glory and praife. Amen. 

God J thefirength of all them that put their tnift in 

thee^ mercifully accept our prayers ; and hecatife^ 

through the weaknefs of our mortal nature, we can 

sea do 
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4A0 A WUuSunday Sermon. 

S X R M. do no good thing without thee^ grant us the help 
xx» of thy grace J that in keeping of thy commandments 

we may pledfe thee both in will and deed, through 
Jefiis Chrift our Lord. Amen. 



SERMON 
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SERMON XXI. 

A Defence of the Bleffed Trinity. 

TRIKITY SUNDAY, 1663. 

^6<ru ftfv awas Tiiyo^ (ra^pis kou euxfvijrof, xoi iii riy avri" 
lut^Of^svov Xoyov tXsv^ipiav oux S^odv 8e TSpi ©sow rca-ourm 
fuiXXov^ wrm [jlu^ov to tnroxslfjLSVOVy xa) 6 ^^Xo^ 'jrksloov^ xoA 6 x/y- 
hjyo$ ^u?\£7r(0Tepcs' xa) yap vor^ai ;^aXe9roy, xa) lpfti]yf5o'ai aftij'- 
X^^ov^ xa) dxoris xexa^agpi^evtis mrup^eTy ipyooSifegov. Greg. 
Naz. Orat. %6. 

Col. iii. 2. 
Set your affeSions on things above\ 

JTOR underftanding this apoftolical precept, twos Bull* 
particulars muft be confidered ; firft the adt, ^^o- xxi. 
yfM/, (which is rendered to/et our affeSions^) then uie - 

objedl, xa ay«, things ahove ; thele we briefly ihali 
explain. 

The word ^^oytiv doth primarily, and alfo according 
to common ufe, denote an advenency, or intent ap^ 
pUcarion of the mind upon any objecSt : of the mind, 
that is, of a man's foul, efpecially of its rational 
part ; fo as to include the powers of underftanding, 

B c 3 win, 
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4^2 A Defence of the Blejfed Trinity. 

$ E RM/will, afFecftion, a(5livity ; whence it may imply direc- 
XXI. tion of our underftanding to know ; of our will to 
choofe and embrace ; of our affedlion to love, defire, 
relifli ; of our adlivity to purfue any good (real or 
apparent) which is propofed: according to which 
moft comprehenfive fenfe (fuiting the nature of the 
thing) I do take the word, fuppofing that St. Paul 
doth enjoin us tp employ ^11 our mental faculties 
in ftudy, choice, paflion, endeavour upon fupernal 
things. 

The roi avo) (things above) may be fo taken, as to 
import all things relating to our fpiritual life here, 
or our future flate hereafter ; the lyhich do either 
adlually fubiift above in heaven, or have a final 
ri^ference thither 2 io they may comprife, i. The 
(iibft^pti^ beings, to whom we ftand related, owe 
r^fpec^, perform duty. %. The ftate and condition 
of our fpiritual life here, or hereafter, as we are fer- 
yants and fubjedls of God, citizens of he«iven, can* 
didates of immortal happinefs. 3. Rulcft to be ob* 
Served, qualities to be acquired, adlions to be per- 
formed, means to be ufed by us in regard to the 
fuperior place and ftate. 

Of thefe things the incomparably principal and 
fupreme, the to uVcpavw, is the ever moft glorious and 
bleffed Trinity ; to the minding of which this dajr 
is peculiarly dedicated, and the which indeed is 
always the moft excellent, moft beneficial, moft 
Comfortable objedl of our contemplation and aflec- 
tioB; wherefore upon it I fhall now immediately fe 
mj difcouife. 

The facred Trinity may be confidered, either as 
it i? in itfelf wrapt up in unexplicabje folds of 
myftery ; or as it hath difcovered itfelf operating ia 
wondemil methods of grace towards us. 
. As it is in, itfelf, it is an obj^A too bright and{ 
dazzHng for ouj weak eye to fiMten upon, an aby6 
too deep for our fliort reafon to fathom : I can only* 
fay, that w^ are fo bound to niind it, as to excrdfc 

our 
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bitr faith, and expreft our humility, in wiHingly be-^EKil. 

lieving, in fubmiflively adoring thofe high myftcries xxtu- 

which are revealed in the holy oracles concerning it, 

by that Spirit itfelf, which fear cheth the depth ofGody 

and by that only Son of God, who refiding in his 

Father's bofom, hath thence brought them forth, 

arid expounded them to us, fo far as was fit for our ca.*E«i/*v»ri^ 

pacity and ufe : and the leftures fo read by the eter- jjj*7* ^g 

nal wifdom of God, the propofitions uttered by the 

tnouth of truth itfelf we are obliged with a docile 

car, and ^ credulous heart, to entertain. 

That there is one Divine Nature or Effence, com- 
hion unto three perfons incomprehenfibly united, 
and ineffably diftinguifhed ; united in eflential attri- 
butes, diftinguiflied by peculiar idioms and relations • 
tX\ equally infinite in every divine perfeftion, eacH 
different from other in order and manner of fub- 
fiftencc ; that there is a mutual inexiftence of one in John %, 1%. 
aH, and all in one; a communication v^ithout anyj^^[:yj' 
deprivation or diminution in the communicaht; an 
eternal generation, and an eternal proceffion, without 
precedence or fucceffion, without proper caufality 01' 
dependence ; a Father imparting his own, and the 
Son receiving his Father's life, and a Spirit iffuin^ 
from both, without any divifion, or multiplication 
of eflfencc : thefe are notions which may well puzzle 
our rcafon in conceiving how they agree, bat fhoulrf 
not ftagger our faith in aflenting that they are true ; 
upon which we fhbuld meditate, not with hbpe tcJ 
Coriiprehend, but with difpofition to admire, veiling 
our faces in the prefence, and proftrating our reaforf 
at the feet of wifdom fo far tranfcendirig us, 

Thefe be thofe, who, becaufe they cannot untie/ 
dare to cut ih furider thefe facred knots ; who, be- 
c^fe they cannbt fully conceive it, dare flatly to 
deny them ; who, inflead of confeffing their own in- 
firmity, do charge the plain doctrines and aflertions 
of holy Scripture with impoffibihty. Others feem 
to think they cati deihonftrate thefe myfteries by 

B e 4 argu* 
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6 E K M. arguments grounded upon principles of natural light; 
XXI. and exprefs it by limilitudes derived from commoii 
experience. To reprefs the prelumption of the for- 
mer, and to reftrain the curiofity of the latter, the 
following confiderations (improved by our thoughts) 
may perhaps fomewhat conduce. 

I. We may confider,> that our reafon is no com- 
petent or capable judge concerning propolitions of 
this nature ; Our breafl (as Minutius fpeaketh) is a nar- 
row veffely that will not hold much underflanding ^ ; it 
is not iufficient, nor was ever defigned to found fuch 
depths, to defcry the radical principles of all being, 
to reach the extreme poflibilities of things. Such an 
intellectual capacity is vouchfafed to us as doth fuit 
to our degree, (the loweft rank of intelligent crea- 
tures,) as becometh our ftation in this inferior part 
of the world, as may qualify us to difcharge the 
petty bufinefles committed to our management, and 
the facile duties incumbent on us : but to know 
what God is% how he fubfifteth, what he can, 
what he Ihould do, by our natural perfpicacity, or 
by any means we can ufe, farther than he pleafeth to 
reveal, doth not fuit to the meannefs of our condi- 
tion, or the narrownefs of our capacity ; thefe really 
are the moft elevated fublimities, and the abftrufeft 
fubtiltie^ that are, or can be, in the nature of things : . 
he that can penetrate them, may eredl his tribunal 
^ny where in the world, and pretend juftly that no- 
thing in heaven or earth is exempted from his judg- 
ment. But in truth, how unfit our reafon is to ex.- 
ercife fuch miiverfal jurifdiftion, we may difcern by 
comparing it to our fenfe ; it is obvious that many 
beafts do (by advantage of a finer fenfe) fee, hear, 
fmell things imperceptible to us : and were it not 
very unre^onable to conclude that fuch things do 



^ Nobis ad intclledtum pedus anguftum eft, &c. Mm. FeU», 
$vfirr» i»f ^ifTui plivparpf ?J^if, Plato m Tim. 

pot 
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not exift, or are in themfelves altogether infenfible, s e r m. 
becaufe they do not at all appear to us ? Is it not xxi> 
evident, that we ought to impute their impercepti- 
bility (refpedling us) to the defedl of our fenfe, to its 
dulnefs and groflhefs, in regard to the fubtilty of 
thofe objedls ? Even fo may propofitions in them* 
felves, and in regard to the capacity of higher un- 
derftandings (for there are gradual differences in un- 
derftanding, as well as in fenfe) be true and very 
intelligible, which to our inferior reafon feem unin- 
telligible, or repugnant to the prenotions with which 
our foul is imbued ; and our not difcerning thofe 
truths, may argue the blindnefs and weaknefs of our 
underftanding, not any fault or inconfiftency in the 
things themfelves ; nor Ihould it caufe us any wife 
to diftruft them, if they come recommended to our 
belief by competent authority. 

To fuch purpofes indeed the holy Scripture fre- 
quently doth vilify our reafon and knowledge: Every Jer.x. 14. 
many faith Jeremiah, is Irutijh in knowledge. TA^PfaUcUi. 
Lordy faith the Pfalmift, knoweth the thoughts ofmen^ \^couVA. 
{of wife meny as St. Paul quoteth it,) that they are va-^ 20. 
nity. Vain man^ faith he in Job, would he wife^ thoughioh xi. !»• 
man he born like a wild afss colt ; that is, however we 
affedt to feem wife, yet to be dull as an afs, to be 
wild as a colt, is natural to us. My thoughts (faith ifa.iy.8,y* 
God in the Prophet) are not your thought Sy nor are 
your ways my ways: for as the heavens are higher than 
the earthy Jo are my ways than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts. God's wifdom is as the 
heavens, the higheft and top of all wifdom ; man's as 
the earth, beneath which there is no degree, but 
that of hell and darknefs : we therefore in this re- 
fpeft are unfit to determine concerning things fo 
exceedingly fublime and fubtile, 

2. We may confider, that not only the imperfec- 
tion of our reafon itfelf, but the manner of ufing it, 
doth incapacitate us to judge about thefe matters. 
Ilad we competent ikill to Oul in this deep ocean, 

yet 
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s H ]!i k. yet we do want a gale to drive us, and a coriipafs td 
XXI. fteer our courfe by therein ^ we have riot any firm 
grounds to build our judgrtient on, or certain rules 
to fquare it by. We cannot effedlually difcourfe or 
determine upon any fubjeit, without having princi- 
ples homogeneous and pertinent thereto (that are 
Annai.i. 7. sv t^ ccjta (rvyytvsUj cognate and congruous to the 
fubje6t matter, as the Philofopher fpeaketh) upon 
which to found our argumentation. Now all the 
principles We can have are either originally innate 
to our minds, or afterwafd immediately inflifed by 
God, or by external inftruftion from him difclofed 
to us ; or acquired by our experience, and bbferva- 
tion of things incurring our fenfe ; or framed by our 
reafon, comparing thofe mearid 5 of which the three 
former forts are mofk arbitrarily communicated, and 
both for number and kind depend updn the free 
xif \»tifv pleafure of him, who diftributeth them according to 
Biis ifi,ifiZt ^ fneafure fuitable to each man's occafions, eftimated 
sioiri.'aii.3,by himfelf. How rnany thofe are, and how far they 
may qualify us to judge or difcourfe about thofe 
tranfcendcnt matters, is hard to define; but moft 
certainly they never can clafh with one another ; no 
light in any manner imparted by God can obfcore 
tl^ dodtrine declared by him, no doftrine can thwart 
principles inftilled by him. The latter fotts apper- 
tain only to material and fenfible objefts; which 
therefore can only enable us to deduce, or to ex- 
amine Gonclufions relating to them; and being ap- 
plied- to things of another kind, are abufed, fo as ^ 
become apt tj6 produce great miftakcs : as for in- 
ftarice, moft afncient Philofophers obferving, that tie 
changes' and viciffitudes in natlM-e were genfei^alty, by 
the feme maettersv undergoing fevei^l alter^on^, or 
putting on different fkapes ; aind tfcat bodies onee^ 
beihg in reft, did ufoaily confift in> that ftate, until 
by impulfe of othi^r bodies they Wei^ put into na- 
tion, did thence frame futehi ixiottts, or princifJes' tH 
difcewfe, Jk mMo^mMf^fifi;m& QiA^Mi^ 
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alio mo^etur: which propolitions fuppofing them seem* 
true m relation to the prefent conditions and powers xxi. 
of fcnfible things, yet were it unlawful to ftretch 
them unto beings of another kind and nature, (to 
"beings immaterial and infenfibk,) or to infer thencd 
generally, that in the utmoft poffibility of things 
there is not any creative, or any felf- motive power : 
eveq as from the like premifcs it would be vain to 
conclude, that there be no other beings fubfiftertt 
belide thofe which ftrike our fenfes, or difcover 
themfelves by fenfible efFecfts. ^ In like manner, it 
cannot be reafonable out of principles drawn froiti 
ordinary experience, about thefe moft low and kn- 
perfedl things, to coUedl, that there can be no othet 
kind of unions, of diftindlions, of generations, of 
proceffions, than fuch as our own grofs fehfe doth re-^ 
prefent to us : reafon itfelf mor^ forcibly doth oblige 
us to think that to fublimer beings there do pertain 
tnodes of exiftence and adlion, unions and diftinc^ 
tions, influences and emanations of a more high and 
perfect: kind, fuch as our coaife apprehenfion cannot 
adequate, nor our rude language exprefs ; which we, 
perhaps, have no faculty fubtile enough to conceive 
diftindlly, nor can attain any congruous principles^ 
from which to difcourfe folidly about them ^. To 
judge of thefe things, if we will Tsot^ againft the Phi* 
loft>pher's rule, nxiTa6o«vci> «*? «axo ^woq^Jhift kinds ^ot 
ufe improper and impertineiat arguments^ we nsuift 
compare fpiritual thing A wiih/firifual^y fo as to draw 

^ 14 quod Deos eik, fecundiloii id quod eH ne(^ humano fermoile 
edicw nee humanis auribus perclpi, nee humanis fenfibua colligl 
pofeft. JKovat. de Trin. caf, 7. 

'fU&fJLcia-etiJLn yap, ui fHiJiTt ifhKt^if, U rSv fifJLtrfpanf ra rd Gi I'. NnoSi 
Or. 3j.de Sf.S. 

^ Cum qu»nt;uir quid tKs, magHii inopttir httmaiiuin labomi 
ebquium ;, di6tum eft tameu ires perfonae^ noa ut iUud diceretur, 
fed. ne tacexetur. jiiig. de Trin, 5.9* 

l^v^'%69 ovofAd fuf poirfuit Kol iffUfMirut ^Xv. Ifdvi. Of at, 4 j. (da 
Bfvagf,) 

conclu- 
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8 E R M. conclufions about fpirituals only from principles re- 
XXI. vealed by God*s Spirit, the fole matter of fpiritual 
"^■"^ fcience ; fo alfo as to exprefs them not Iv iii»KTo7; iv 
b^taiFlvns (To^louq XoyoiSy in terms devtfed by human wifdmij 
but in fuch as the Holy Spirit hath fuggefted ; for \|/u- 
X^)ioq iv^^wjeoi^ a man endowed merely with common 
fenfe (or natural reafon) cannot Ji^^c-S-ai, apprehend^ or 
perceive thofe things of God, which only the Spirit of 
God doth know. To improve and prefs which con- 
fideration farther, 

3. We may confider the weaknefs and ftiortnefi 
of our reafon, even about things moft familiar and 
cafy to Us J the little or nothing we by our utmoft 
diligence can attain to know, concerning their in- 
trinfic eflences, their properties, their caufes and 
manners of produ6lion. What do we more com- 
monly hear, than earneft complaints from the moft 
induftrious fearchers of natural knowledge concern- 
ing the great obfcurity of nature, the difficulty of 
finding truth, the blindnefs of our mind, and impo- 
tency of our reafon ? And fliould they be filent, yet 
experience plainly would fpeak how difficult, if not 
. impoffible, it is to arrive unto any clear and furc 
knowledge of thefe common objedls ; feeing the moft 
fedulous inquiries, undertaken by the choiceft wits 
for above two thoufand years, have fcarce perhaps ex* 
hibited one unqueftionable theorem in natural phi- 
lofophy, one unexceptionable maxim of ethical pra- 
dence or policy ; all things being ftill expofed to 
doubt ai)d difpute, as they were of old, when firft 
admiration and curiofity did prompt men to hunt 
^ter the caufes of things : the moft however that, 
after all our care and toil, we can perceive, doth not 
KiP^5«r Ml exceed fome faint colours, fome iuperficial figures, 
r*f'*tT''**''fome grofs efFefts of things, while their radical pro- 
Greg. Naz! perries and their immediate caufes remam enveloped 
Or. a6. ^j^^j debarred from our fight in unacceffible darknefi. 
Shall we then,^ who cannot pierce into the nature of 
a pebble^ that cannot apprehend how a mufhroom 

doth 
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doth grow, that are baffled in our philofophy about s e r m» 
a gnat, or a worm, debate and decide (beyond what xxi. 
is taught us from above) concerning the precife 
manner of divine eflence, fubfiftence, or generation ? 
/ doy faith St. Chryfoftom ^, eat meats ; Rit how they 
are dmided into phlegm, into blood, into juice, into choler, 
I am ignorant ; thefe things^ which every day we fee and 
fqfie^ IV e do not know ; and are we curious about the ef- 
fence of God? We are (as Ariftotle himfelf, no dunce, Anft. Met. 
no idiot, doth confefs) but owl- eyed, it^lq ri rf! ^uVci"* '' 
fdLvscoirara vivrm, in regard to things naturaliy moft 
evident, and palpable; and can we be fuch Lynceus's, 
as to fee through the fartheft recefles of infinity ? 
Hardly, faith the Wifdom of Solomon, do we guefs^v^'^-n' 
aright of things upon the earth, and with labour do we 
ffid the things that are before us ; but the things that are 
in heaven, who hath fear ched out? Yea, and the genu- 
ine Solomon himfelf. If aid, I will be wife; but it ze;^jEccicf. fiu 
far from me : that which is far off, and exceeding deep, *^' *^ 
who can find it out ? What is more remote, what more 
profound, than God's nature ? who then can find it 
out ? Sooner with our hands may we touch the ex- 
treme furface of the ikies, fooner with our eyes may 
we pierce to the centre of the earth : fo it is ex- 
prefsly told to us in Job ; Canji thou byfearchingfind^ohitX. 7, 
out God? Canfi thou find out the Almighty to perfec- ' 
tion? It is as high as heaven; what canfi thou do? 
deeper than hell; what canfi thou know ? 

4. It may be confidered, that we daily fee and 
obferve things, which, did not manifeft experience 
convince us of their being, we fhould be apt to 
difbelieve their poffibility ; fenfe no lefs than faith 
doth prefent us with objefts, to bare reafon im- 
probable and unconceivable ; fo that Ihould we at- 
tend to the fcruples injefted thereby, we ihould 

fAov, IK X^^^*> dyfoS' ravteb avtf ^^rofny xod* Udrft* fifiipecB iaBiorrtq 
•ytoSfut, 9§ T«> Jff'tay rS Qti ft'o^vn'pay/MvSfAfVi Cbtyf, IIi^) tfxaret- 

hardl;f 
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a X R M. h^dly take things for poflible, which we behold e^*' 
XXI. iftent ; we ihould diftruft the greateft evidence di 
ifenfe, and by our logic put out our eyes. Who 
would believe, that, did be not every day fee it; wh<y 
can conceive how, although he fceth it, item a little 
dry, ill-favoured, infipid feed thrown into the earth, 
there fhortiy would rife fo goodly a j^ant, onducd 
with fo exa<ft figure, fo fragrant fmell, fo delicate 
tafte, fo lively colour ; by what engines it attra<ftdth, 
by what difcretion it culleth out, by what hands it 
EfiQuldeth its proper aliment; by what artifice it 
doth elaborate the fame fo curioufly, and inccMporate 
it with itfelf ? What virtue coidd we im^ine in na- 
tui:e able to digeft an earthy juice into the pellucid 
clcarneis of cryflal, into the invincible firmnefs of a 
diamond ? Who would not be an Infidel, did not his 
fight aiTure him of the miracles achieved by that; 
blind plaftie force, which without eye or hand doth 
frame fuch varieties of exquifite workmanihip, in- 
ijpit^le, and far furpaffing the Ikill of the greateft 
a^ijfl: ? That 'a litde ftar, from fo vaft a diftaufce, in* 
a moment, Ihould make imprefllon on our eyes, re-^ 
pj^nilhing with its light or image fo fpacious^ a re^ 
gion all about it, were we bMnd we fbould hardfy 
brieve, we fcarce could fancy : how, without fcnow^ 
ing the oigans of fpeech, or the manner of applying 
them, without any care or pain employed by us, we* 
fo conform our voice, as to exprefe what word, what' 
agq^jit we pleafe ; how we do this, ^ tiiat we can 
dQ)i;t,^ it will confound our thought to imagine^ fo- 
it would flaggy <Dur faith to believe^ (fid not om^ 
Q^n^ience perfuade us that we cant and do fpeafc. 
It 13 upon occafion veuy commonly faid, F flhonSf 
ni^er have heKeved it, bad I not f^n it ;« and that 
T^m fpeak fo. ia eamcft, many fuch inftances dfeclate-. 
Now if we can give credit to our fenfe againft the 
foffiage or fcruple of our reafon in things not fo. 
difcofted from our capacity of knowledge, fliall we 
not much more yield our belief unto God's exprefs 

word 
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^rcj in, things <b infinitely diftgn^ from it ? If coin- s er m. 
V(kqn experience can fqbdue our judgments, and com- xxi. 
pel us to i^ belief of things incredible, ihall our reafoa 
d^mur at fubmitting to divine authority ? If the 
di<5tate pf our coufci/enqe doth convince U3, ihaJl not 
^e n>uch more furreftder to the tcftiniony of God, 
who is greater tian our confcieme.y wd knoweth all\ Johniiu 
things ? If w^ do. believe, becaufe we feem to know ^' 
tgf feeing ourfelves ; we iho.uld rathey brlieve, be- 
ca\^ie ^e furely kng^ by hearii3^ from God: for 
Cenfe may deceiye^ y^, and often needeth caiiredtioa 
from. rieaCgm ; God qantftot deceive, ajid reafaa often 
is by him cpp^edt^ : which leadeth oie to a farther 
cpafideratioq, that, 

5. The proppfttions clearly deliveKed unto us by 
Qod hii^felf, are upoQ, many accounts, naore unquell 
tdonably true, more credible than the experiments 
9f any fenfe, or principles of any fcie»ce : whence if 
there happen to arife any feeming conteft between 
thefe, a precedence is due to the fonmer, in d^oga« 
tion to the latter ; it is fit that we rajthec give our 
eyes a^d our ears, our fancies and oun realdns the 
lie, thqn any wife, by di^de^ce to his word, put ani 
^ront on God, (for to difbelieve him is, as St. 
John telleth u^, to give him the lie ;) xo.fj^^MTS.e^S, i JohnT, 
the folly of God (as St. Paul fpeaketh; that is, diej^^Q^. 
points of faith declared by God, which feem moll 
in^^Qpal and crofe to the decrees 06 human wiC^ 
dppi)t is f of^T?^ ?V: Twv «vSf wVcoj/, mtfer thanmmi that is^. 
HRpre afluredly confonaot to real trutfc, than, oui 
moDf midp^bted theorenns of fcience^ and moft cur«. 
r^t maxijnft of policy. God is die, FaSher. of alh 
^^ght^j bpth.of that which immedialely)lhinoth. fronu 
fai^yen, and of that w,hich glimmereth hem- below.;. 
\i^ is th^ fountain c^ all truth, whether nat^iml] or 
fiwernatural : but his Hght and: his trutii he convejH 
etn into us by manners different ; fome light flream- 
ct)^ dirp<ftly from hiip, other comcth pfeUquely, b^ing 
refrafted through divers miscliun^i or refleiSled from. 

feveral 
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8 E R M. feveral objefts upon us ; the firft fort muft needs be 
XXI, more bright, and more pure, fhould be more power- 
fill and efficacious upon our minds: the latter is 
often Uended with material tinftures, is weakened 
by the interruptions it meeteth with, lofeth of its 
purity and its force by the many conduits it paffeth 
through, by the many Ihades it mixeth with. Ob- 
fervations of fenfe do often prove fallacious ; and 
their not ever doing fo, dependeth upon divers con- 
ditions, a right temper of the organ, a fit difpofition 
of the medium, a juffc diftance of the objedl ; fo that 
conclufions derived from them cannot be fo ab- 
folutely certain, nor confequently the principles 
groynded on them. But divine revelation is not ob- 
noxious to fuch conditions: as the do<5lrines reveal- 
ed are in themfelves fimply true, according to the 
higheft pitch of neceffity, becaufe fupreme wifdom 
doth conceive them, and truth itfelf doth vent them ; 
fo the manner of declaring them muft be competent, 
becaufe God himfelf doth choofe ancf ufe it ; there 
plainly needeth no more, than yielding an attentive 
car^ and Ikill in the langu^e wherein they are ex- 
preffed, to fecure us from error and uncertainty 
about them: fo that well might St. Auftin fay^, 
that in other things our conje6lure is exercifed\ hut faith 
alone doth ajjiire our mind. 

There have been thofe, you know, who have not 
only advanced doubts concerning propofitions at- 
tefted to by cleareft fenfe, and inferred by ftrongeft 
difcourfe ; but have by their argute cavillations bid 
fair to Ihake the foundations of all human fcience : 
but I never heard of any, who believed a God to 
be, that did conteft the infallible truth of his onl- 
cles : Socrates, we may be fure, (his excellent fcholar 
alTuring us,) who was fo incredulous as to difclaim 
all pretence to wifdom or fcience, being author of 

K Ad caetera exercemur per fortafle ; at cum de rebui fidei agi- 
tur. ibi eft certe line forte. Aug^ 

the 
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the famous faying, Hoc tantumfcio ; yet gready did s e r m, 
rdy upon divine fignifications, and teftimonies, fo xxi. 
deemed by him, and fuch as he could come at; al-.^^^ ^^^ 
leging, that he, who foUoweth the conduft of his 
own reafon, inftead of God*s direftion, choofeth a 
blind and ignorant guide, before one that beft feeth, 
and knoweth the way : /fe, faith the * Htftorian, 
defpifed all human conceits in refpeS of Gods advice. 

He thatformeth the eyCy faith the Pfalmifl:,^^//«o/Pfai.xcif. 
he fee? He that planteth the ear, fhall not he hear?^^ ^^' 
He that t cache th man knowledge^ fhall not he know? 
He that endued us with all knowing faculties, and 
prefideth over us in the management of them, Ihall 
not he fupereminently know all that we can ? Muft 
not they in reafon continue fubordinate to his direc- 
tion ? Should they not always difcem and judge un- 
der corredlion by him, with an appeal and fubmif- 
fion referved to his better judgment ? 

I might adjoin, that the objeft and the end (as 
well as the author and the manner) of divine revela- 
tion doth argue it to furpafs all reafon, and all fenfe, 
in certainty and credibility ; for fenfe and reafon 
converfe wholly, or chiefly, about obje<5ls material 
and mutable; revelation about immaterial and im- 
mutable things : they direft us in affairs concerning 
this tiraniitory life; this leadeth us toward eternal 
felicity. To miftake about thofe objefts, to mifcarry 
in thofe affairs, is in itfelf of little, in comparifon of 
no importance: but to judge rightly about thefe 
things, to tread fafely in thefe paths, is of infinitely 
vafl: concernment; a fmaller competency therefore 
of light and cert^nty might well fufiice to the pur- 
pofes of reafon and fenfe ; but to faith the greateft 
degree of afTurance is worthily due, and feemeth re- 
quifite. But farther, 

6. Not only the confideration of this myftery, but 
of all the divine attributes, will in like manner extort 

VOL. I. P f from^ 
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BBRM.from our feeble reafon the queftion of Nicodemtif, 
XXI. Hoiv can thefe things be ? They will all of them equal- 

iohjiai.9, ^y puzzle our Ihallow imagination, and baffle our 
* flender underftanding : for who can imagine, or un- 
dcrftand, how God's immenfity doth conlift with his 
perfcdl limplicity; or that without any parts he 
doth coexift to all poffible extenfion of matter; 
being all here, and wholly there, and immenfely every 
where ? Who can apprehend his indivifible eternity, 
or how all fucceffions of time are ever prefent to 
him, and fubjeft to his view ; fo that he is not 
older now than he was when the world began, nor 
younger than he will be after innumerable ages are 
" paft ; fo that he forefeeth the moft contingent events, 
depending upon caufes in their nature arbitrary and 
indeterminate? Who can fancy, how out of mere 
nothing, or out of extreme confiifion and indifpofed- 
nefs, the world could be created, and framed into fo 
goodly order, by a mere adl: of will, or by the bare 
fpeaking of a word ? How without any diftraftion of 
thought he governeth afiairs, attending to the infi- 
nite varieties of thoughts, words, and ^dlions occur- 
ring here ; and ita curans univerfos ianquam fingulosj 

Confeff. ui. ita ftngulos tanquam folos^ as St. Auftin fpeaketh ? 

"* How he is truly faid to refolve and to reverfe, to 

love and hate, to be pleafed and grieved, all without 
any real change, or Jhadow of alteration ? How he 
fuffereth many things to happen, which extremely 
difpleafe him, and which he can eafily hinder ; and 
doth not efFeft many things, which are much defired 
by him, and very feafible to his power ? Why to 
equal men he diftributeth his gifts lo unequally ; af- 
fording to divers abundant means of becoming happy, 
leaving others deftitute of them ? What wit of man 
can reconcile his infinite benignity with his moft fe- 
vere decrees; or compofe me feeming differences 
between his mercy and his jufHce ? Many fuch per- 
feAions and difpenfations of God we muft fteadfaflly 
believe, becaufc they are plainly taught in Scripture ; 

to 
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to diftruft them being to renounce Chriftianity ; to s £ k m. 
deny them being to rafe up the very foundations of xxi. 
our religion : yet he that ihall with his utmoft at- ' 

tention of mind endeavour to conceive how they can 
be, or how they confift together, according to our 
ordinary notions of things, and the vulgar meaning 
of words, applied by us to thefe inferior matters, 
fhall find himfelf gravelled with innumerable fem- 
blances of contradiction, plunged in depths infcruta- 
ble, involved in labyrinths inextricable. 

What in practice the crofs of Chrift was, afcandal 
to Jewsy (men dull, but obftinate, and invincibly pof- 
feffed by vain prejudices,) and folly to Greeks , (men of 
wit and fubtilty, but overweeningly conceited of 
them,) that in fpeculation may a great part of divine 
truths be, apt to ftumble froward and arrogant men^; 
but as there, fo here, hlejfed are they who are not/can^ 
dalized ; whom no fond fcruple or haughty conceit 
can pervert from readily embracing all neceflary ve- 
rities ; fuch are thofe we pointed at, which if with- 
out extreme folly and impiety we cannot rejedl, or 
be diffident of, although furmounting our conceit, 
and dazzling our reafon ; then upon the fame ac- 
count, with like facility, we muft fubmit our faith 
to the dodlrines concerning the blefled Trinity ftand- 
ing upon the fame authority. 

7, Laftly, we may confider and meditate upon the 
total incomprehenfibility of God in all things be- 
longing to him ^ ; in his nature, his attributes, his 
decrees, his works and ways ; which all are full of 
depth, myflery, and wonder. God inhabiieth (pSs i Tim. vi. 
d'/rgia-nov, a light tnaccejfthle to the dim and weak fight *^* 
of mortal eyes ; which no man hathfeetiy nor can fee : 
No man. as he told his fervant Mofes, can fee his face Exo^. 

^ nx^oy iri tS flri^i lA^aixm iyMaaiy not) xoXtfAixuif drpotrtvraf %a^/- 
yta^ai, to t» Sir<» i^ ^ai/Aor»a w^yfAXTa hacaxovnh utBpuvsi onetf, oTo9 
•r/^ytfC TfvwToiv ^avoiay iwl io^ni xa» ^fitiroia; uciTci to itxoy jtAfXiorroK* 

Plut, dejera Num. Find, 

^ £» yap Qtl oUoyo^ta* ittotttUhnicrQiy 7o^^^ ^oAAof avroi* Chtyf, 
inarr, «• 

p fa (the 
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8 E R M. (the very exterior appearance of him) and live : he is 

XXI. a confuming fire^ that will fcorch and devour fuch as 

P^^^ .^ by rafh inquiries approach too near him "* ; the fight j 

24. * ' it is faid, of the glory of the Lord was like devouring 

Exod.xxiv.^^^ /« the fight of the children of Ifrael. Even thofe 

fpi ritual eagles, the quick and ftrong lighted Sera- 

ife.vi. 2. phims, are obliged to cover their faces y as not daring 

to look upon, nor able to fuftain the fulgor of his 

immediate prefence, the flafhes of glory and majefty 

iffuing from his throne : and the moft illuminate 

fecretaries of heaven, unto whom fecrets were dif- 

1 Pfet. i. i2.clofed, into which angels themfelves were ambitious to 

fry^ were Tometimes nonplufed in contemplation of 
God's attributes and actions.; being in their aftonifh- 
Rom. xi. ment forced to cry out, '*S1 ^d^os' the depth of the 
^^* riches of the ivifdom and knowledge of God ! Even his 

methods of exterior providence are infcrutably myfte- 
nous ; his judgments are avf^ffeuvtira, like inexhauftible 
mines, to the bottom whereof we cannot anywife 
dig by our inquiry ; his paths are avigij^v*aro», fo ob- 
fcure as not to be traced by any footfteps of our dif- 

2 Cor. ix. courfe ; his gifts are avf>t<Jt»iyTjro«, not to be interpreted, 
"5- or exprefled by our language. And if all concerning 

God be thus incomprehenfible, why fhould any 
thing feemSncredible ? Why out of fo many uncon- 
ceivable myfteries do we choofe fome, reprobate 
others " ? Wherefore do we flretch our judgment 
beyond its limits to things fo infinitely exceeding 
it ^ ? Why do we fufFer our reafon to be pragmati- 
cal, unjuftly invading the office not belonging there- 
Coi. ii. 18. to ; intruding into things which it hath notfeen^ nor can 
^-... -_._ ^Qjjjpj.gj^gj^j. thofe y^rr^/ things which belong to the 



Deut. xxix, 

^9 



*" Scrutator majeftatis opprimetur a gloria. Aug, 

" T/ ir^o<i a^pop upiirruffah if£^( vv } rl nal av fiiTpsK t? ;^fip< to 

t;X^> xal T09 tf^avoy avAd^iviy xeu voiaaif t^v yn* ^^%l » Greg* Ndn, 

Or, 26. ^ 

tctrvfjtQiSxroif ccya^afcvvvi aiJi.ifAii70i, KaXo7Foiif» clfiKhiyi^yoi* Tbeofh. ad 
AutoL 

Lord 
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Lord our God^ and the comprehenfion whereof he s e r m. 
hath referved unto himfelf ? xx i . 

Thefe confideration%may fuffice in fome manner to 
fliew, that P St, Chryfoftom had reafon to exclaim fo 
much againft the madnefs, as he ftyleth it, of thofe who 
do -TroXuTrpayjtxovit rriv aViav th 0«8, are hufily curious infpe* 
culation about the ejjence ofGod\ daring, tok oIjcg/oK uVo- 
GaXXf »v XoyKTiMoTs, toJiihje6t divine my/ieries to their own 
ratiocinations : that St. Bafil's advice was wholefome, 
fj^ri 7r£pi£f «ya^£<r3ai roc o-*w*wnxfva, not to be meddlefome about 
things^ about which holy Scripture is Jilenti that^ an- 
other ancient writer did fay no lefs truly, than pretti- 
ly, that in thefe matters Curiofitas reumfacitj non pe* 
ritum ; we may eafilier incur blame, than attain flcill 
by nice inquiry into them : that many of the Fathers 
do with great wifdom diflike and difluade the fearch- 
ing TO vZi ', the manner of things being true, or pof- 
lible, as a fufpicious mark, or a dangerous motive of 
infidelity: that St. Paul's rules, q>^oviiv tU ro (rdxpfovfa/, Rom.xii.3. 
to be wifefo as withal to be fober^ and modeft ; and 
^fi (p^oviiLv uVtp ygyj a*Tai, not to conceit any thing with- ^ Cor. iv. 6. 
out warrant of Scripture^ are in this cafe moft efpe- 
cially to be heeded : that, according to St. PeteXf s^ 
admonition, we fhould as new-born babes (unpffrt;i Pet. n.i. 
pofleffed with any notions or fancies of our own) ^'''*^*^*"* 
long for ^ and greedily fuck in thefincere milkof the word \ 
not diluting it with bafer liquors of human device : 
that where God doth interpofe his definitive fen- 
tence, our reafon hath nothing to do but to attend 
and fubmit; no right to vote, no licence to debate 



Irlv Gtof. Cbrj/f. «-ip» axaToA. «• 

Cogitemus fi valemus, fi noh valcmus credamus. Aug. Serm, 5. 
ds Temp. 

T^% h r»mvTVi vfAuv ^(Xoriixta tup l(piV^irio)9 ar* av^^uvUrt ffofiau IttI^ 
T«» eip^^uviinfif 9oifi<THf Ifi^ta^cn } Athan, t. 1. 62^. 

*i Zeno Veronenf. 

' latprit tkiyxpi dmrias ro wtk sripi QiS ?Jyw, Exfo/^^d. Ofud 
Jujl. M. 

vti^ the 
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3ERM.the matter; its duty is to liften and approve what- 

XXI. ever God fpeaketh, to read and fubfcribc to what- 

ever he writeth; at leaft in- any cafe it fliottW be 

jobxi.4. mute, or ready to follow Job, faying, Behold^ 1 am 
^ile ; what Jhall 1 anfwer thee ? 1 wUl lay my hand 
upon my mouth. In fine, the teftimon*of God, with 
a fufficient clearnefs reprefented to the capacity of 
an honeft and docile mind, (void of all partial re- 
fpedls, and clear from all forts of prejudice ; loving 
truth, and forward to entertain it ; abhorring to 
wreft or wrack things, to ufe any fraud or violence 
upon any principle, or ground of truth;) the tefti- 
mony of God, 1 fay, fo revealed, whatever exception 
our Ihallow reafon can thruft in, fhould abfolutely 
convince our judgments, and conftrain oiir faith. 
If the holy Scripture teacheth us plainly, and fre- • 
quently doth inculcate upon us, (that which alfo the 
uniform courfe of nature and the peaceable govern- 
ment of the world doth alfo fpeak,) that there is but 
one true God ; if it as manifeftly doth 'afcribe to the 
three Perfons of the blefled Trinity, the fame auguft 
names, the fame peculiar charafters, the fame divine 
attributes, (eflential to the Deity,) the fame fuper- 
lafively admirable operations of creation and provi- 
dence ; if it alfo doth prefcribc to them the fame 
fupreme honours, fervices, praifes, and acknowledg- 
ments to be paid unto them all ; this may be abun- 
dantly enough to fatisfy our minds, to flop our 
mouths, to fmother all doubt and difpute about 
this high and holy myftery. It was exceeding good-^ 
nefs in God, that he would condefcend fo far to in- 
flrudt us, to difclofe fo noble a truth unto us, to en- 
rich our minds with that ri virt^i^ov rife yvda-tcaq, that 
mo^ excellent knowledge ofhimfelf\ and it Would be no 
fmall ingratitude and unworthinefs in u& anywife to 
fufpedl his word, or pervert his meaning; anywife 
to fubjecft his venerable oracles to our rude canvafies 
and cavils. In fine, the proper employment of our 
mind about thele myfleries, is not to fearch and fpe- 

culate 
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culate about them, to difcourfe flippantly and boldly s e r m. 
about them ; but with a pious credulity to embrace xxi. 
them, with all humble refpedt to adore them. ^ 

I have thus endeavoured in fome meafure to de- 
fend the outworks of the orthodox doftrine con- 
cerning the blefled Trinity : it was befide my intent 
to infift fo long thereon ; but the matter did g(p£A.- 
xfo-S-at, was fo attra<5tive, that I could not wave Ihew- 
ing my refpeft thereto* 

I proceed now to that which I principally de- 
figned, the propofing briefly fome practical confi- 
derations, apt to excite us to the exercifing our un- 
derflanding and affedlions upon tliofe wonderful dif- 
penfations of grace and mercy, vouchfafed to us by 
the holy Trinity, either conjunftly, or (as they xar 
elxovofji.lxv are exprefled) feparately. 

We firfl: fliould carefully fl:udy and duly be af- 
fe<5ted with that gracious confent, and, as it were, 
confederacy of the glorious Three in defigning and 
profecuifing our good; their unanimous agreement 
in uttering thofe three mighty words of favour to 
mankind, Faciamus, Redimamiis^ Salvemus ; let us make 
man out of nothing, let us recover him from fin and 
perdition, let us crown him with joy and falvation ; 
Vft ihould with grateful refentments obferve them 
confpiring to employ their wifdom in contriving fit 
means and methods to exert their power in effeftual 
accomplifliment of what was requifite to the pro- 
moting of our welfare, the refcue of us from all 
mifery, the advancing us to the higheft degree of '^ 
dignity, and infl:ating us in the moft perfeift condi- 
tion of happinefs, of which our nature is capable ; in 
profecution of that gracious defign, which their joint 
goodnefs had proje<fted for us. More diflin<ftly, 

!• We fliould fet our mind on God the Father, 
before the foundation of the world from all eternity, 
pleafing to forecafl: with himfelf the creation of us, 
and communicatioa of his own image to us ; endow- 
ing us with moil excellent faculties of body and foul; 

vf4 iub- 
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8 ERM.fubjeAing the vifible world to our ufe and govern- 
xxt. ance ; placing us in a ftate of great accommodation 
and delight ; permitting us to fall, that he might raife 
us to a higher and better condition; refolving to fend 
his own dear Son from his bofom, to procure and 
purchafe the redemption of mankind ; preparing and 
difpoling the world for the reception of fo great 
a mercy, by a general teftification of his patience 
A^ xi«r. and beneficence, {giving Jhowers and fruitful feafons^ 
*^' ^xA filling the hearts of men with food and gladnefs^ 

but more efpecially by prophetical promifes, vpredic- 
tions, and prefigurations ; alfo fuffering the gene- 
rality of mankind fo to proceed in its ways, as might 
render it fenfible of its error and unhappinefs, erf" 
rai. iv- 4, the need and benefit of a deliverance ; then in the 
fulnefs of time, when the creature did earneftly groan^ 
and long for its recovery from vanity and jlavery, ac- 
tually lending his only Son, and clothing him with 
human flefh, that converting with us, he might dif- 
cover to us his gracious intentions toward us, might 
confirm the truth thereof by miraculous works, 
might inftru6t us by his heavenly doArine and holy 
life in our duty, and the terms of our falvation, then 
freely delivering him over unto death, and accepting 
his paflion as a facrifice expiating our fins, and merit- 
ing his favour toward us : then raifing him as thefirjl 
fruits from the dead, fetting him at his right hand, 
invefting him with authority to govern and favc 
thofe who fincerely would believe in him, and faith- 
fully obey him ; alfo fending and bellowing his holy- 
Spirit to dwell in them, to condudV, confirm, and 
comfort them in the ways of truth and righteoufnels. 
Thefe, with manifold other intercurrent paffages of 
gracious providence afcribed to God the Father, wc 
Ihould fcrioufly mind, and fo refent, as to be ra- 
vifhed with admiration of his mercy, to be en- 
flamed with love of his goodnefs, to be poflefied 
with gratitude toward him, to become thoroughly 
devoted to his fervice. 

%. Wc 
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a. We fhould likcwife mind the blefled Sort ofsERiff, 
Ood concurring with his Father in all his jmrpofes xxi, 
of love and mercy toward us, in making all things^ and ^ 

fnftaining them hy the word of his power ; but efpecially 
in his (toward the freeing us from the defperate 
miferies, corruptions, and flaveries, into which we 
were plunged) affuming human nature, leading there- 
in a troublefome and toilfome life, for our benefit 
and inftrucftion; undergoing a bitter and fliameful 
death, for the atonement of our fins, and recon* 
ciliation of us to divine favour; purchafitig great 
and precious promifes, procuring high and glorious 
privileges for us; afcending into heaven to prepare 
us manfions of blifs ; interceding for us with God, 
and pouring from above manifold bleffings upon us } 
the aftonilhing miracles of goodnefs, of wifdom, of 
condefcenfion and patience, difplayed in the manage- 
ment of which undertakings for us, what heart ^an 
well conceive, what tongue can utter ? What amaze- 
ment Ihould it produce in us, to cpnfider the bright- 
eft efflux of Divine Glory eclipfing and flirouding it- 
felf under fo dark a cloud of mortal frailty; the Moft 
High ftooping into the quality of fo mean a creature ; 
the Firft-born and Heir apparent of heaven defcend- 
ing from his throne of eternal majefty, and volunta- 
rily degrading himfelf into tht form of afervant, clad 
in rags, worn with labour and travel, expofed to con^- 
tempt and difgrace ; to refle6t upon the great Crea- 
tor and fovereign Lord of all the world, who reared 
the heavens, and founded the earth, who poffefleth • 
and upholdeth all things, needing himfelf a Ihelter, 
pinched with want, taking alms from his flaves, and 
paying tribute to his fubjetfls ; to contemplate the 
Son of God, willingly ftyling himfelf the Son of man, 
really fubjedling himfelf to the duties, the neceffities, 
the infirmities of human nature ; fufFering the coarfeft 
hardfliips, and extremeft difafters thereof; all this 
upon freeft choice^ with full contentment, and per- 

fedt 
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SE&M.feA fubmiilion to fo mean and fo diftafteful a con* 
XXI. dition ! 

" We may obferve with how admirable goodnefs he 

did vouchfafe to converfe with a froward generation 
of men, to inftrudt a ftupid and indocile fort of 
people, with all forts of beneficence, to oblige an in- 
credulous, infenfible, and ingrateful crew ; with how 
invincible a meeknefs and patience he endured the 
€ontradiSion offinnerSy the fcornful reproaches, the 
wrongfiil calumnies, the fpitefiil and cruel ufages of 
the envious and malicious world ; being to the high- 
eft extremity defpifed, hated, maligned, and abufed 
by thofe whom he had moft highly honoured, moft 
affeAionately loved, and conferred the greateft fa- 
vours upon. We may with aftonifliment contem- 
plate that ftrange conteft between divine patience 
and human wickednefs, ft riving which of them 
fhould excel ; when we do perufe and weigh thofe 
enigmatical paflages, God accufed by man of blafphe- 
my, the eternal Wifdom afperfed with folly, Truth 
itfelf impleaded of impofture, cflential Love made 
guilty or mifchief, and fupreme Goodnefs ftyled a 
malefadlor ; infinite Power beat down, and trampled 
upon by impotent malice; the Judge of all the 
world, the Fountain of all authority and right, ar- 
raigned, condemned, and executed for injuftice ; the 
Defire of all nations rejefted by his own country and 
kindred ; the Joy of paradife (whofe lightfome coun- 
tenance doth cheer heaven itfelf) almoft overwhelmed 
with grief, uttering lamentable groans, tortured with 
grievous agonies ; the very heart of God bleeding, 
and the fole Author of life expiring. 

We may farther ftudy Jefus, with a hearty com- 
paffion, and tears gufhing from his inmoft bowels, 
pitying not thefe his own fufFerings, but for the 
vengeance for them due and decreed unto his per- 
fecutors : we would mark him excufing their fault, 
and praying for their pardon ; dying willingly for 

their 
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their good, when he died violently by their hand ; s ]S R M. 
paflionately defiring their falvation, when they mali- xxi. 
cioufly procured his deftrudlion. * 

We fliould mind all the aftions of the Son of God, 
our Saviour, with the moft wife grounds, endearing 
circumftances, and precious fruits of them; his birth, 
life, death, refurreftion, afcenfion, interceffion ; a3 
containing inftances of the greateft charity and hu- 
mility poffible ftiewed unto us, as arguments of the 
greateft love and gratitude due from us : mind them 
we fliould moft ferioufly, fo as to be heartily afiefted 
with them, fo as to efteem worthily the tranfcendent 
honour done us by God afluming our nature, and 
exalting us to a conjunction with the divine nature ; 
fo as to be deeply fenfible of our obligation to fo 
immenfe a charity, that could do and fuffer fo much 
for us, without any defert of ours, yea, notwithftand- 
ing our exceedingly bad deferts, our rebellions and 
enmities againft him ; fo as to deteft the heinoufnefs 
of our fins, that needed fo mighty an expiation, that 
caufed fo horrid a tragedy ; fo as not to negledt fo 
great falvation fo frankly offered, fo dearly purchafed 
for us ; not to fruftrate the defigns of fo unconceiv- 
able love and goodnefs, fo as to obey readily fo gra- 
cious a Mafter, to follow carefully fo admirable an 
example ; fo as in imitation of him, and for his 
fake, to be meek and humble in heart, and in deed, 
feeing he did fo infinitely condefcend and abafe him- 
felf for us ; to be patient and fubmiflSve to his will, 
who ftooped fo low, and fuffered fo much for us; fo 
as to bear a general affedtion to mankind, grounded 
like his, not upon any particular interefts, nor limited 
by any partial refpedls, but extended freely, in real 
defire and intention toward all ; liberally to impart 
' the good things we poflefs, and patiently to brook 
the crofles we meet with, and heartily to forgive the 
offences done to us ; for that he freely did part with 
the greateft glories of eternity, with the higheft dig- 
nities and the richeft treafures of heaven, for bur 

fake; 
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i E R M. fake ; when we were enemies in our minds hy wicked 
XXI. works y dead in trefpajfes and fins y guilty of numberlefs 
grievous offences againft him, by his blood redeem- 
ing us from wrath, reconciling us to the mercy and 
favour of God. 

3. We ihould alfo meditate upon the blefled Spi- 
rit of Gk)d, with equal goodnefs confpiring, and co- 
operating with all the purpofes, to all the eflfedls of 
grace, which conduce to our everlaftifig happinefs; 
more efpecially as the repairer of our decayed frames, 
the enlivener of our dead fouls, the infufer of fpi- 
ritual light into our dark minds, the kindler of fpi- 
ritual warmth into our cold hearts ; the raifer of fpi- 
ritual appetite to righteoufncfs, and the relifli of 
goodnefs in our ftupid fenfes ; the imparter of fpi- 
ritual ftrength and vigour to our feeble powers ; the 
author of all liberty, loofing vs from captivity under 
the tyranny of Satan, from vaflalage unto our own 
carnal lufks and paflions ; from fubjeftion to a hard 
and imperious law, from bondage to the terrors of a 
guilty confcience : as him, that enableth us to per- 
form the duties, and accomplifli the conditions, re- 
quired of us in order to our falvation, that qualifieth 
us to be the fons of God by his effecftual grace, and 
aflureth us that we are fo by his comfortable tefti- 
mony ; as our fure guide in the ways of truth and 
virtue; our faithful counfellor in all doubts and 
darknefles ; our mighty fupport and fuccour in all 
needs, in all diftrefles ; our ready guard againft all 
aflaults and temptations ; our fweet comforter in all 
fadnefles and afflidlions : who doth inlinuate good 
thoughts, doth kindle holy defires, doth cherifh pious 
refolutions, doth further honeft endeavours in us: 
who only doth inflame our hearts with devotion to- 
ward Godj doth encourage, doth enable us to ap- 
proach unto him; doth prompt us with fit matter 
of requeft, and becometh advocate for the good fuc- 
cefs of our prayers. 
We Ihould mind him as the root of all good fruits 

growing 
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growing in us, or fprouting from us ; the producer s e r m, 
of all good habits formed in. us, the aflifter of all xxi. 
good works performed by us, the fpring of all true """""^ 
content that we enjoy ; to whom our embracing the 
faith, our continuing in hope, our working in cha- 
rity, the purification of our hearts, the mortification 
of our lufl:s, the fanftification of our lives, the falva- 
tion of our fouls are principally due, are mofl: juftly 
afcribed : as the author and pr^ferver of fo ineftima- 
ble benefits unto us, let us mind him ; and withal 
let us confider him as condefcending to be a loving 
friend and conflrant gueft to fo mean and unworthy 
creatures ; vouchfafing to attend over us, to con- 
verfe with us, to dwell in us, rendering our fouls 
holy temples of his divinity, royal thrones of his 
majefty, bright orbs of his heavenly light, pleafant 
paradifes of his blifsful prefence ; our fouls, which 
naturally are profane receptacles of wicked and im- 
pure afFeftioris, dark cells of falfe and fond imagina- 
tions, clofe prifons of black and fad thoughts : as 
grzcioufly ^riving with us, ftriving to open and enter 
into our hearts, barred againft him by vain conceits, 
and vicious inclinations ; ftriving to reclaim us fi-om 
the lins and errors, into which we are wont heedlefsly 
or wilfully to precipitate ourfelveS ; ftriving to make 
us, what in all duty and wifdom we Ihould be, capa- 
ble of divine favour, and fit for everlafting happinefs: 
as enduring patiently manifold difpleafures and dif- 
refpefts from us, our rude oppofitions againft him, 
our frequent negledls of his kind admonitions, our 
many perverfe humours, wanton freaks, wilful mif- 
carriages, and unworthy dealings toward him. 

We Ihould thus mind the blefled Spirit of God, 
and be fuitably affe^fted toward him; fo as to be duly 
fcnfible and thankful for thofe inexpreflible gifts 
and bleflings indulged to us by him ; fo as to render 
all love and reverence, all praife and glory, all obe- 
dience and fervice to him, efpecially fo as to admit 
him cheerfully into our hearts; yea, invite ^ him 
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3ER M. thither by our carneft prayers ; to make fit prepara- 
XXI. tions for his reception and entertainment, (by cleanf- 

" ing our hearts from all loathfome impurities,) to make 

him welcome, and treat him kindly, with all civil 
refpeft, with all humble obfervance ; not grieymg 
and vexing him by our diftafteful croffnefs and 
peevilhnefs ; not tempting him by our fond pre- 
lumption, or bafe treachery; not extinguiftiing his 
heavenly light and holy fire by our foul lufts, our 
damp ftupidities, our cold neglefts, our neglefts to 
foment and nourifh them by the food of devout 
meditations and zealous defires : fo let us mind him, 
as to admit gladly his gende illapfes, to delight in 
his mofl: pleafant fociety, to hearken to his faithful 
fuggeftions, to comply with all his kindly motions, 
to behave ourfelves modefldy^ confiftently, and offi- 
cioufly toward him. 

Thus Ihould we employ our mind, all the facul- 
ties of our foul, our underftanding, our will, our af- 
feftions upon the bleflfed Trinity, the Supreme of all 
things above, the Founder of that celeftial fociety, 
into which as Chriftians we are inferted ; the Sove- 
reign of that heavenly kingdom of which we arc 
fubjedls ; the Fountain of all the good and happinefi 
we can hope for in that fuperior fliate. To the per- 
formance of which duty there be arguments and in- 
ducements innumerable ; it is the mofl: proper and 
connatural objedl of our mind, that for which it is 
fittefl:, and for which it was defigned ; the bell in- 
telligible, and infinxtely mofl: amiable of all things. 
It is the mofl: worthy and noble objedl, the contem- 
plation of which, and afieftion whereto, will moft 
elevate, mofl: enrich, mofl: adorn, mofl: enlarge the 
capacities, and mofl: fatisfy the appetites of our fouls; 
it is the mofl: fweet and pleafant objecft, wherein all 
light, all beauty, all perfeftion do Ihine ; the fight 
and love of which do conftitute Paradife, and bea- 
tify Heaven itfelf. It is the mofl: ufeful and benefi- 
cial objeft of our mind, which vwll befl: infljuft us 
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in what it concemeth us to know, will moft incite 8 E & M* 
us to thofe duties which we are obliged to perform, xxi. 
will be moft efficacious to the begetting in us thofe 
difpofitions, which are indifpenfably requifite for the 
attainment and for the enjoyment of that everlaft- 
ing blifs; unto which that one blefled Unity and 
glorious Trinity in its infinite mercy bring us all: 
to whom be aU glory, honour, and praife for ever* 
^men. 
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SERMON XXn. 

The Unfearchablenefs of God's Judgrnents. 



tp^w\uffeaKchal^le ar^ his judgments, and his wajfspqft ^ 

/ ! ' . Jfpding out! . . . ^ -. / s . 
^ ^i ,'*■'■' f',- \ ' ','''''' 

' Jb HESE words rare ' the : clafe ofe^a difputation^ s e r M. 
fvrhereinSt. Paul was engaged with the ^dVocates xxii. 
jof Judaifm, : concerning God's providence • toward 
iiSs ancient.; people, in rcjeding the.>grcateft • part 
-of , them up6n their refufal. to embrate' the. Chrifs- 
tiaa d<:^(ftrine ; : and ia admitting :the .Gentile; world 
tci favour, /upon ; its conapliiance " with the. overi 
tttifes thereof propofed in the Gofpel. In. this prox 
teeding thofe infidels could not difcem God's hand} 
nor ^ould >allow fuch a difpenfatioa worthy of him; 
advuncidg feveral exceptions agamfi: it: God, faid 
they, hiving efpoufed and confecratdd us to him-i 
felf ; having to our fathers, in regard to their piety, 
made rfp :ai>folute promifes of benedidion * on their 
pofteuity; having confequently endowed us with 
foch privileges and choice pledges of his favour'; 
h^ing tak^O.io much p^ns with us, arid performed 
& great things in our behalf; having fo. long 
c .\vftL* I. G g avowed. 
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fiERM.avowed, fupported, and cheriflied us; how can it 
XXII. well confift with his wifdom, with his juftice, with 

' his fidelity, with his conftancy, thus inftantly to aban- 

don and repudiate us ? Doth not this dealing argue 
his former afFedlions to have been mifplaced ? Doth 
it not implead his ancient qovdnant ^d law of im- 
perfedlion ? Dotli it not fupplant his own defigns, 
and unravel all that he for lo many ages hath been 
doing ? Upon foch acpounts did this difpe<9f|ipon 
appear very ftrange and fcandalous to them: but 
St. Paul, being infallibly aflured of its truth, doth 
undertake to vindicate it from all mifprifions, render- 
ing a fair account of it^ andaiSgning for it many fatif- 
faftory reafons, drawn from the general equity of the 
cafe, from the nature of God, his attributes, and his 
relations to men ; from, the congruity of this pro- 
ceeding to the tenbur of x^od's providence, to his 
jmoft ancient^ purppfesj^ to the true intent of his pro- 
liiife,i tt) his e^refs declarations and 'pi^ediMohV; 
to the ftate of things in the World, and the preffing 
needs of all mankind : fuch reafons (I fay, whioh^l 

.ivT :^ :i s bavempt timel^more 'explidtly to .'reto doth the 

. r ' .A^oftlfr produce in fivoiar "cf this ^esfti difoenfation'; 

"' "^ ^ba which rdidfufi^ce to cle^i and ji^^ adl 

thdr Ibbjec^ons : yet notwithftaiwJing^ after that kfe 
had ftesfed . his difcodrfe iifefugh all ttefe rocks, \t 
JthoogbtitfafetdcaEft anchor*; wifiding ap the am- 
tcft in ihis: modeft intiinstrion, that iwlaiatever he 
€ould fdy,rmigKt not /perhaps eidiaaft tfte difficuhy, 
jJr void aU ifcniple ; that HierefoJe ' in . this, mid in all 
jfuch cafes^ :for ^entire fati^iiaion, we flic^aid have re* 
fcourfe to the incomprehenftbfle wifdom of God, who 
frequentiy in ^tbe courfo 6f his ^ovidencfe dcith ad 
nponigrouiids, and ocdeTeth thii^s in methods, tranf* 
tending our ability to difcover or trace*, to ooo- 
fidw fomfe catifbs and ^^afofis of which incotnpirc- 
hcnfibiKty, and to grqufld thereon fomb pradical 
advices, will be the fcope of my difcourfe^ the rca^ 
fons may be thefe : : i- ^ 
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!• As t|ie dealing? of very wife men fometimes are s e r m, 
founded upon maxims, and admit juftifications not xxii, 
obvious, jior penptrable by vulgar conceit; fo may 
God adl according to rules of wifdom and juftice ; 
which it may be quite impoffible by our faculties to 
apprehend, or with our means to defcry. 

As there are natural modes of being and operation, 
.{fuch as God's rieceflary fubfiftence, his produdlioa 
of things from nothing, his eternity without fuccef- 
fion, his immenfity without extenlion, his prefcience 
without neceflitation of events, his ever adling, but 
Jiever changing ; and the like,) fo there may be pru- 
dential and moral rules of proceeding far above our 
reach; fo God himfelf telleth us: As the heavens tfr^ifa.iv.^ 
higher thin the earthy fo are my it' ays higher than your 
^vays, and my thought^ than your thoughts. Some of 
ihcm we may be incapable to know^ becaufe of our 
iinite nature ; they being peculiar objects of divine 
wifdom, and not to be underftood by any creature: 
/or as G^ cannot impart the power of doing all 
things poffible^ fo may he not communicate the fa- 
rculty .of knowing all things intelligible ; that being 
indeed to ungod himfelf, or to deprive himfelf of his i Tim. l 
^eerlefs fupremacy in wifdom ; hence is he ftyled ihe^^o^, xvi, 
uinly wif^God; hence is he faid to dw^U in light inac- 27. 
*i:^^&; hence he charge th the angels zvithfol^ ; hf noe ^Tim^'vu 
ithe mod illuminate feraphims do veil their faces bc^ i^- 

r I • Job iv. 18. 

tfcre him. . , , ■ : ifa. vi. a. 

Other fuch rules we may not be able to perceive 
from the meannefs of our nature, or our low' rank 
jamong creatures ; for beneath oranifcience there b^ 
;ing innumerable forms of intelligence, in the loweafl: 
,ofthefewe fit, one remove from beafts ; being en- 
dowed with capacities fuitable to that inferior ftation, . - ^ ■ 
and to thofe meaner employments, for which wc -«^ 
were defigned and framed ; whence our mind hath a 
pitch, beyond which it cannot foar; and things Pf. cHl^o. 
xlearly intelligible to more noble creatures, moving J^^*^^"* 
in a higher orb^ may be dark and ine;cplicable to us: 
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•s R R u.j4s an angel of Goil^fo is my lord the Kingyto difiern 
XXII. good and bad, was an expreflion importing this dif- 

2Sam.xiv.*^rence, how thofe glorious creatures do overtop us 

17, 2o.xix.in intelle<ftual capacities. 

^^' Aifo divers notions not limply paffing our capacity 

to know, we are not yet in condition to ken, by 
reafon of our circumftances here, in this dark corner 
of things, to which we arc confined, and wherein we 
lie under many difadvantages of attaining knowledgei 
He that is fhut up in a clofe place, and can only 
peep through chinks, who ftandeth in a valley >^ and 
hath his profpe6l intercepted, who is encompaffed 
with fogs, who hath but a dulky light to view 
•^ • things by, whofe eyes are weak or foul, how can he 
fee much or far ; how can he difcem things remote, 
minute, or fubtile, clearly and diftinAly ? Such is 
our cafe ; our mind is pent up in the body,, and 
looketh only through thofe clefts by which objefts 
llrike our fenfe; its intuition is limited within a very 
fmall compafs ; it refideth in an atmofphere of fancy, 
fVufFed with exhalations from temper, appetite, paf- 
lion, intereft ; its light is fcant and faint, (for fcnfc 
and experience do reach only fome few grofs matters 
of fa(5l; light infufed, and revelation imparted to us, 
proceed from arbitrary difpenfation, m ckfinite mea- 

.iv : . iures;) our ratiocination confequently from fuch prin- 

^, ., ciples muft be very (hort and defeftive ; nor are our 
.1'; .. minds ever thoroughly found, or pure and defecate 
from prejudices ; hence no wonder, that now we are 
wholly ignorant of divers great truths, or have but 
a glimmering notion of them, which we may and 
liereafter Ihall come fully and clearly to underftand; 
fo thit even the Apoftles, the fecretaries of heaven, 

I Cor. xiii.€might fay, fVe know in party and we profhejy in part ; 

9i «*• i^e now fee through a glafs darkly y hut then face to face, 
* In fine> thofe rules of equity or experience, whidi 

- we in our tranfadlions with one another do ufe, (being 

' ' .,. derived from our original inclinations to like fome 

good things, or from notions ftamppd on our foul 

J when 
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when Gdd made us according to his image, fromsERw^ 
common experience, from any kind of rational col- xxil. 
ledlion, from the prefcription of God's word,) if they 
be applied to the dealings of God, will be found very 
incongruous, or deficient ; the cafe being vaftly al- 
tered from that infinite diftance in nature and ftate 
between God and us ; and from the immenfe diflFer- •'. 

ences which his relations toward us have from our 
relations to one another. 

Wherefore in divers inquiries about Providenqe, to 

which our curiofity will ftretch itfelf, it is impoflible for 

us to be refolved; and launching into them, we Ihali 

foon get out of our depth, fo as to fwim in diflatisfac- 

tion, or to fink into difl:rufl: : Why God made the 

world at fuch an inftant, no fooner or later ; why he . 

made it thus, not exempt from all diforder ; why he 

framed man (the prince of vifible creatures) fo fallible 

and frail, fo prone to fin, fo liable to mifery ; why fo 

-many things happen oflfenfive to him, why his gifts 

-are diftributed with fuch inequality ? Such quefl:ions 

•we are apt to propound and to debate ; but the re- 

folution of them our mind perhaps was not made 

;to apprehend, nor in its mofl: elevate condition fhall 

attain it : however in this ftate we by no means can 

-come at it; it at leafl: being kept clofe from.us 

•among thofe things, of which it is faid, the Jecr^ietT)t\xt.viix. 

.things belong unto the Lord our Gody in diftindlipn from*^' 

others, about which it is added, but thofe that are rj^^ 

'sealed belong unto us, and to our children for ever. - r 

In fuch cafes the abfolute will, the fovereigp a»- 
rthority, the pure hberality of Gpd to fuppTy the 
.place of reafons ; fuflBcient, if not to f^tisfy the Rom: ix. , 
minds of men fondly curious, ypt to flop the mouths ^^^ ^i^ ^ 
rof thofe who are boldly peremptory ; the which areGcn.xvm.* 
alleged, not with intent to imply that God ever^^'g^^^uj^ 
•acfteth unaccountably, 01:' without highefk reafon, but 25. 
that fometimes his methqds of adting are not fit fub-^***^* ^' 
jefts of our conception or difcuflion ; for otherwhile 
God appealeth to the verdift^ of our reafon ; when 

» g3 ^^ 
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tERM.the cafe is luch that we can apprehend it, and tBe 
XXII. apprehenfion of it may conduce to good purpofes. 

a. As the (landing rules of God's afting, fo the 
occalional grounds thereof are commonly placed be- 
yond the fphere of our apprehenfion. 

God is obliged to profecute his own immutable 

Eph.i. II. decrees ; working all things ^ as the Apoftle faith, ae* 

cording to the counfel of hts own will; which how can 

we anywife come to difcover? Can we climb up 

above the heaven of heavens, and there unlock his 

clofet, rifle his cabinet, and perufe the records of 

kom. xi. everlafting deftiny, by which the world is governed ? 

lia. xi. 13. No ; ff^ho knoweth his mind, or hath been his counfellori 

jcr. xxiii. Who, faith the Prophet, hath flood in the counfel of th 

Sap. ix. 13. Lord ; or hath perceived and heard his word ? 

He Aoxhfearch the hearts, and try the reins of mtn\ 
he doth weigh their fpirits, and their works ; he doth 
know their frame, he doth under/land their thoughts afar 
off^ ; he perceiveth their clofeft intentions, their deep- 
eft contrivances, their moft retired behaviours ; he 
confequently is acquainted with their true qualifica- 
tions, capacities, and merits; unto which he moft 
juftly and wifely doth accommodate his dealings 
with them ; the which therefore muft often thwart 
the opinions and expectations of us, who are igno- 
rant of thofe particulars, and can only view the exr 
terior face or femblance of things : for (as Samuel, 
in the cafe of preferring David before his brethren, 
I fiam.xvi. di(j fay) Godfceth not as manfeeth ; for man looketh at 
^' the outward appearance, hut God looketh on the heart. 

God alfo hath a perfect forefight of contingent 
iUl.xU. II. events ; he feeth upon what pin each wheel moveth, 
and with what weight every I'cale will be turned ; he 
difcerneth all the connexions, all the entanglements 

* Prov. xvi. 2. Ifa. xxvi. 7. i Sam. ii. 3. Pfal. ciii. 14. cxxxii. 
a. Ixiv. 6. Job xiv. 16. 

rttthec Jjp^>T«y iirir»rat 709 cxovof, 9^ t^ta; fiahKoff q roTs i^y9ii iuuiyf 
Mtf /^c» mv i]/n^oy. Tbeod. Ef, 2, ' . . i 

of 
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jD>f thiogs,,wd what the refult will be upoa the conv- s rrin^. 
.binatipn, or the clafhing of numberlefs caufes; in xxii. 

correfpondence to which perceptions he doth grder ■ 

things confiftently and conveniently j whereas we 
being ftark-bliqd, or very dim-lighted in fuch re- 
fpedl^, (feeing nothing future, and but few things' 
prefent,) cannot apprehend what is fit and feafible; . ^ 
.pr why that is done, which appeareth done to us. 

God obferveth in what relations, and wh^t degrees 
of comparifon, (as to their natures, their virtues, their 
confequences,) all things do ftand, each toward 
others ; fo poifing them in the balance of right judg- 
rpent, as exactly to diftinguilh their juft weight and 
wor^h : whereas we cannot tell what things to com- 
pare, we know npt how to put them into the fcale, 
we are unapt to make due allowances, we are unablp 
to difgern which fide dpth overweigh : in the im- 
menfe variety of objedls our knowledge doth extend 
-tQ few things eligible, nor among them can we pic^ 
put the beft competitors for our choice : hence often 
muft we be at great lofles in fcanning the defigns, 
or tr^ging the footfl:eps of Providence. 
, 3. We are alfo incapable thoroughly to difcern 
,the way3 of Providence from our moral defeats, in 
dSbtne meafure copitnon to all men ; firom our fl:upi- 
dity, oyr floth, our temerity, our impatience, oujt 
impurity of heart, our perverfenefs of will and aflTec- . . 

,tk«)s :. w^ have not the perfpicacity to efpy the fub- 
.tile tracks and fecret referves of divine wifdom ; wp 
have not the induftry, with fteady application of, 
mind, to regard and meditate on God's works ; we 
have not the temper and patience to wait ypon Go(j, 
until he difcover himfelf in the accomphftment of 
Jiis purpofes ; we have not that llejfed purity of hearty Matt. v. 8. 
which is requifite to the feeing God in his fpecial 
,difpenfations ; we have pot that redlitude of will and 
government of our pafEons, as not to be fcandalized 
at what God doeth, if it thwarteth our conceit or 
humour ; foqh defe^^ . are pKfrvable in" the beft 
.; * Gg4 men; 
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•s E R M.tnen ; who therefore' have inifapprchended, have dft 

XXII. relilhed, have fretted and murmurfed at the ^proceed* 

ings of God : we might inftance in Job, in David, 

in Elias, in Jonah, in the holy Apoffles themfclves, 

*by whofe fpeeches and deportments in fome cafes, 

'it may appear how difficult- it is for us, who have 

Jobx.4. ^eyes of flejh^ as Job fpeaketh, and hearts too never 
quite freed of carnality, to fee through, or fully to 
'acquiefce in the dealings of God. 

It is indeed a diftemper incident to us, which we 
can hardly fhun, or cure, that we are apt to meafure 
;the equity and expedience of things according to 
^our opinions and paffipns ; aflfedling confequcmly to 
impofe on God our filly imaginations as rules of his 
^proceeding, and to conftitute him the executioner of 
^our forry paffions : what we conceit 'fit to be done, 
; that we take God bound to perform ; when we fed 
•ourfelves ftirred, then we prefume God mufl be alike 
•concerned: to our apprehenfions every flight incon- 
•venience is a- huge calamity, every fcratch of fortune 
•is a ghaftly wound ; God therefore, we think, ftiould 
have prevented it, or muft prefently remove it ; every 
pitiful bauble, every trivial accommodation is a 
^matter of high confequence, which if God withhoW, 
we are ready to clamour oh him, and* wail as'chil- 
'^ren for want of a trifle. Are we foundly angry, or 

Lukcix. •enflamed with zeal ? thoii fire mujt come down frm 

^^' A^^i;^;/, then thunder-bolts muft fly about,- then 

.'nothing but fudden woe and ' vengeance are de- 
nounced : Are we pleafed ?. then Ihowers of blef- 
'fings nnift defcend on the h^ads, then floods of 
/wealth muft run into the laps of ' our favourites, 
otherwife we are not fatisfied ; and fcarce can deem 
God awake, or mindful of his charge. ' We do be- 
yond meafure hate . or defpife fome perfons, and to 
thofe Gk)d muft not afford any favour, any mercy, 
any forbearance, or time of repentance: we exca- 
'fively admire or dote on others, and thofe » God 
muft not touch or crofs : if he doth not proceed 

; thus, 
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*^us,'1ie; isin danger to forfeit his authority: hesFRir; 
tnuft hardly be allowed to govern the world, in cafe . xxti. . 
lie wilL not fquare his adminiffrations to our fond 
<ioneeit, or froward huniour : hence no wonder, that 

• men often* are ft umbled about Providence ; for God 
will.not rule according to their fency or pleafure, (it 
would be a mad wbrld if he fhould,) neither indeed 
could he^o fo if he would, their judgments and their 
delires being infinitely various, inconfiftent, and re- 
pugnant. Again, 

'4. The nature of thofe inftruments which divine 
Providence doth ufe in the adminiftration of human 
affairs, hindereth us from difcerning it : it is an ob- 
fervation among philofophers, that the footfteps of 
divine wifdoin are, to exclufion of doubt, far more 
confpicuous in the works of nature^, than in the 
management of our affeirs ; fo that fome who by 
conteniplation of natural appearances were convinced 
;bf Grod's exiftence and his prote(Slion of the worlds 
(who thence could not doubt but that an immenfe 
wifdom • had^ ere Add the beautiful frame of heaveii 
and earth, had ranged the ftars in their order and 
courfes, had formed the bodies and fouls of animals, Diod.sic.i. 
had provided for the fubliftence and propagation of '^^* p-^^^* 
•each fpecies, had fettled and doth uphold the vifible 
world in its fo comely and convenient ftate,'that even 
fuch men,) fefledling on the courfe of human tranf- 
«<5lions, have ftaggered intadiftruft, whether a divine 
v^ifdom doth fit at the helm of our affairs; many 
thence hardly would admit God to be concerned in 



^ Nam cum difpodti quaefiffem foedera mundi, 
Praefcriptofque mari fines— r— 

—tunc omnia rebar 

' Confilio firmata Dei- 

Sed cum res hominum tanta caligine volvi 

- Adfpicerem — ; 

— ^-Ttti-fusJabefadacadebat » . . 

Religio, &c. ^: CJa^id.vi-Riiff.jy , 

them, 
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aE SL M« tbem^ but fuppofed him to comimt their condu(% t0 
xxn. a fatal fwinge, or a cafual iki6tuatioin of ob?ioi}^ 
^ caufes : oae peat rcaibn of this difference may be> 

that whereas the inftniments- qf divine power in 
nature are in themfdves merely paflive, or a<ft only 
as they are a6led by pure neceffity, (as a pen in writings 
or a hammer in ftriking,) being thence determinate, 
imiform, conftant, and certain in their operation; 
whenever there any footfteps of counfel, any tendcn-r 
cy to an end, and deviation from the copimon tracks 
of motion do appear, fuch effe6ls cannot reafonably 
be imputed merely to natural caufes, but to a fupe- 
rior wifdom, wielding them in fuch a manner, and 
fteering them to fuch a mark : btit the vifible en- 
gines of Providence in our affairs are felf-moving 
agents, working with knowledge and choice ; the 
which, as in themfelves they are indeterminate, irre- 
gular, and uncertain ; fo they are capable to be diver- 
fified in numberlefs unaccountable ways, according 
to various reprefentations of objedls, or by influence 
of divers principles inclining to judge and choofc 
differently : temper, humour, paflion, prejudice, cuf- 
tom, example, together with contingencies of occa- 
lion, (depending on like principles in adjacent free 
caufes,) do move fingly or combinedly, in ways fo 
implicate, to the various production of fo various 
events, that nothing hardly can fall out, which may 
not with fome plaufible colour of reafon be derived 
from fome one of thofe fources, or from a complica- 
tion of them: nothing can appear fo uncouth or 
extravagant, which may not be fathered on feme 
fetch of wit, or fome hit of fancy, or capricio of 
humour, or fome tranfport of paflion, or fome lucky 
advantage, or on divers of thofe confpiring ; whence 
in accounting for the reafon of fuch events, men 
deem they may leave out Providence as fuperfluous; 
efpecially confidering, that ufually diforders and de- 
fe6ls, only imputable to man's will, do accompany 
and further fuch events. 

.For 
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For iiiftance, what other caufe would many think s E K m; 
needful to aflign for the conveyance of Jofeph into xxit. 
E^ypt, than the envy. of his brethren; for Shimei'sGen.xiv.5. 
reviling David, than his bafe malignity ; for David'3^- ^^' 
numbering the people, than his wanton pride ; for 2 \im!ly'u 
Jeroboam's revolt, than his unruly ambition ; for ^^\ 
Job's being robbed, than the thievifh difpoiition of^Kingsxiij 
the Arabs ; for his being difeafed, than a redundance j5» 24- 
of bad humours ; for our Lord's fufFering, than the&c/ V* 
fpiteful rage of the Jewifh rulers and people ; toge- A^J*' *^* 
ther with the treacherous avarice of Judas, and the 
corrupt eafinefs of Pilate ? Thefe events all of them 
arc afcribed to (jrod's hand and fpecial ordination ; 
but men could not fee or avow it in them: what ^ ^ 
need, will men ever fay, in fuch cafes to introduce 
God's dd, when human means fuffice to achieve the 
feat ? 

5 . Indeed, as in nature, the influences of heaven, 
and of inferior caufes, fo commonly in the produftion 
of thefe events, divine and human agency are fo knit 
and twift^ one with the other, that it is not eafy to 
difcriminate them, fo as to fever the bounds of com- 
mon and fpecial Providence ; or to difcem what God 
performeth by natural inftruments, what by fuperior 
efficacy ; when the balance tumeth from our incli- 
nations, when it is caft from a grain thrown in by 
. divine interpolition ^ ; the management of thefe af- 
fairs being a concert, wherein God's wifdom beareth 
one part, man's free-will playeth another; fortune 
and occafion alfo do ftrike in ; we not feeing the firft, ' 

are prone to afcribe all the harmony to the laflr, 
which are moft obvious and vifible. 

6. The more apt are we to do thus, becaufe the 
manner of divine efficacy is ever very foft and gentle: 
God difpofeth things for titer et fuaviter \ fo as ef-Sap-^*"*- ^* 
fedlually to perform what he defigneth, but in the!^^^,^.* 

^ @fO( ^fip volrruf xeti fjara @io» rt/;^ xat k»i^{ ra a>$pv7r(v« ni/itf* 
wt |t;/*TtfwT«. Max, Tyr.dijf, ^^e Plat * ^ - 

moft 
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-^ E R Mw moft fweet and eafy way; his providence "doth not 
XXII* hurry along hke an impetuous runibling torrent,' but 
glideth on as a fmooth and ftill current, with an 
irrefiftible but imperceptible force carrying things 
down therewith : without much ado, without any 
clatter, by a nod of his head, by a whifper of his 
. mouth, by a turn of his hand, he doth efFeft his 

purpofes ^ : winding up a clofe fpring, he fetteth the 
greateft wheels in motion; and thrufting in an infen- 
'^ fible fpoke, he ftoppeth the greateft wheels in their 

career ; injeAing a thought, exciting an humour, pre- 
fenting an occdion, innnuating a petty accident, be 
bringeth about the mofi: notable events. He doth 
V(9\.T%.j:}\uiQ fajkion the hearts oftnen^ fo manage their hands, h 
lit xH. ii.g^^ their JlepSy that even they who are acfted by him 
xiii. 6. cannot feel the leaft touch upon them. For, the kings 
9. XX. 24. heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water s\ 
Job ^ Mi ^^ ^^f^^h it wherefoever he will ; that is, by fecret 
14. xxiii. * pipes, by obfcure channels, God conveyeth the minds 
prov X i ^^^ ^^''^ ^^ greateft perfons (the chief engines of his 
I. ' * providence) unto fuch points of refolution as he 
pleafeth, fo that they feem to flow thither of their 
own accord, without any exterior diredlion or im- 
pulfe : hence do his moft efFe<ftual operations flip by 
MS without making impreflion on our minds, which 
are wont to apprehend things, as with a grofs palpa^ 
bility they do incur the fenl'es, fo that the Preacher^ 
comparing the methods of providence with the moft 
Eccicf. xi. occult proceedings in nature, might well fey, As thsu 
knoweft not the way of tbefpirit^ nor haw the hones do 
grow in the wpmh of her that is with child \fo thea 
knowefi not the works of God, who maketh all. Again, 
7. God, in his progrefs toward the achievement 
of any defign, is not wont to go in the moft dire A 
and compendious ways, but commonly windeth 
. about, and taketh a large compafs, enfolding feveral 
other coincident purpofes, fome whereof may be no 

^ 0i5 TWO? i/xf a^J^of TOf m; nvn it^pinctA.' " PIut». TimoL 

:' . . lefs 
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kfe confidcrable^ than is that, which we deem moft s e r Ms . 
necefTary, and afFeA to fee difpatched : but this xxxi; 
courfe feemeth tedious to us, who have not the wit "~"""^ 
ta perceive that complexion of ends, nor the temper 
Xx^ wait for the completion of, them. If God, when 
we feem to need, doth not inftantly appear in our 
favour and iuccQur ; if he. doth not prefently vindi-» 
cate truth and right ; if he doth ;not nip wicked de- 
ligns in the bud, and reprefs the firft onfets of out* 
^rageous violence ; if for a while he fuflfereth the ta- 
bernacles of roj^hers to fro/per^ and miquity to lift up its 
horn ; then he is in a ilumber, quite unmihdful or 
infenlible of \is; then he turnetji afide hisface^or 
doth behold what paffeth as aa unconcerned fpec-^ 
tator ; then he ftandeth aloof, unready to Jhelp us ; 
then doth he hold off his hwd, not meddling in our 
affairs: in fuch cafes we are apt to cry out, j^/Vsa.itai. 
phi? O/uperi!^ How long^ Lord^ wilt thou forget \ 
Jiovolong wiU thou hide thy fc^cef, Lord^ how long wilt 
thou look on f A%^ake^ whyjleepeji thou^ Mordf why 
fiandeji thou. afar off? why withdraw ejl thou thy hand? 
PJuck it out ^ thy bofotn ; fieturn^ Lordy how long? 
Such are our prayers, fuch our expoftulations; fo is 
our blind impatience prone to mufe and mutter ; not 
confidering how many good defigns God is carrying 
on in a calm and fteady pace, by well nieafured 
fteps, all which, in due feafon, when they are ripe . . : 
for accomplifhment, fhall undoubtedly be efFedted; 
for. The Lord^ as St. Peter faith, is not Jlack concerning (jer. xxiii. 
his promife^ asfome men count Jlacknefs ; but is longfufr ^^^ .. 
fering tozvard all men; that is, he certainly will exprefsp, lo! 
his faithful benignity toward good m^n, yet fo as dfo 
to extend his merciful patience toward others; he:^ :i 
fo will tender the interefts of fome, as concurrenriy 



• Pfal. xiii. I. Ixxxix. 46. xc. 13. Ixxiv. to. xliv. 24. Iv. i. 
xciv.j.xxxv. 17. xliv. 23. xxxv. 23. vii.6. Ixxiv. 11. X. i.xc. 13. 
vi. 4. vii. 7. Ixxx. 14. xxU. i. xi. 19. xxxviii. 2. Ixxi. 12. Vid. 
Hab. i. a.; ^ / > 

. . . " ' ■ 'to 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



462 The UnfearchaBlen^ of Gotfs Judgments. 

SI! R M* tb prooire the welfssure of all, and accordingly will 

XXII. time his proceedings, allowing the leifure and oppor- 

tunities requifite thereto : he can, although we can- 

iia.zxx. aot, wait to h gracious^, for as in him there are no 

*^' paffions to precipitate a6lion, fo to him there are no 

fenfibie differences of tinie, one day b^ing with the Lord 

as a thoufand years y and a thoufand years as one day. 

8. Again, God {as is the property of every wife 
agent) is wont to aft varioufly, according to the ftatc 
and circumftances of things, or to the difpofitions 
and capacities of peribns ; fo as to do the fame thing 
for different ends, and different things for the fame 
«nd ; to apply one inftrument to feveral ufes, and 
by feveral inftruftients to work out one purpofe : 
io he afflifteth good men out of love, for trial and 
improvement of their virtues, bad men in difplea- 
fure, to. illuftrate his power and juftice on them ; he 
encourageth and blefleth the one, he punifheth and 
curfeth the other with profperity ; he reclaimeA 
both from error aiid iin by either of thofe methods, 
as their temper and their circuraiftances do require. 
Whence it is very difficult for us ever from the kind 
<A accidents befalling men, to divine how far God is 
roncerned in them, or to what particular fcope they 
iane aimed ; fo that well might the Preacher, uj)on 
a careful obfervation of fuch occurrences, eftablifli 

Eccief. ix. this rule, No man knaweth love or hatred (that is, the 

*' *• fpecial regard of God toward men) by all that is be- 

. fore them; htcdxx^t^ alt fhings come alike to all: there 

is one event to the righteous and to the wicked. Farther, 

9. There are different ends which Providence in 
various order and meafure doth purfue, which we, 

Hab. iii. 6. by reafon of our dim infight and fhort profpeft, can- 
not defcry: God, as the univerfal and perpetual 
governor of the world, in his difpenfation of things, 
refpedleth not only the good of this or that perfon, 
of one nation or one age ; but often in fome degree 
waving that, or taking care for it. in alefs remark- 
able way, hath a provident regard to the iiK>re «- 

tcnfivc 
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-fchffive good of a whole people, of the world, of poT- b B u i*. 
terity ; as h6 did order his friend Abraham to wander xxii. 
"in a ftrarige land, for the benefit of his feed ; Jofeph 
-tb be fold, calumniated, and fettered for the pre- 
-i^vatfeh of his femily ; our Lord to fuffer thbfe 
•grievous things for the redemption of mankind ; the 
Jews to be rejected for tlie falvation of the Gentiles : 
-m fuch cafes purblind men, obfcrving events to 
^trofs particular and pittfeat ehds, but not being 
aware how conducible they may prove to general, 
s remote, and more important defigns, can hardly be .v;. 
fatisfied how God fhould be concerned in them ; tlie 
^refent, or that which li^ rfdjaceilt jiaft under our 
nofe, lis all that we can or will confider ; and there- 
of ore tnuft be ill judges of what is done by all-prdvi- 
ident wifdom. 

' lO. Again, ^od permitteth things, bad in theit 
'^wrv natrure, with regard fo their inftrumental tile 
'and tendency ; for that often the worft things majr 
%fe bi-dinaMe to the beli ends ; things very bitter 
ttiay work pleaferit eflfedls ; upon the wildeft ftodk 
•Qivine ^libandry can ingraft moft excellent fruity 
lin really, and fufFering reputedly, are the worft evils, 
^et frohi' them much glory to God and great be- 
nefit to men do accrue ; even from the moft wicked 
a<5t that ever was committed, firom the moft la- 
mentable event that ever did. happen, fruits admira- 
bly glorious and immenfely T^eneficial did fpringj 
^ct rnuaily fo blind are we as to be offended at fuch 
things, and from them to raife exceptions againft 
l^rovidence. 

: 1 1 . Alfo the expiediency of things to be permitted 
or crofted, doth frequently coniift, not in tnemfelves 
fingly taken, as particular acfts or events, but in their 
cbnjundlion, or reference to others, with which they, 
hiay become fubfervient toward a common end ; To 
ihat divers things in themfelves extremely bad may 
by combination or collifion engender good effects ; 
and thence prove fit weapons or tools of Providence i 
-*-- ass 
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. & B R M. as the moft ; deadly poifons 'iiiay be fo [mixed, that 
XXII.. curbing one another's force, they may coiiftitute a 
' — — faarmlefs mafs, . fometimes a wholefome medicine: 
but we poring on the limple ingredients, and. not 
confidering how they may be tempered, or how ap- 
plied by a ikilful hand, can hardly deem the tolera- 
tion of them: congruous to wifdom. Farther^ 
. I a. That Providence fometimes is obfcure and in- 
tricate, may be attributed to the will of God, upon 
ifa.xiv. 1 5^ divers good accounts defigning it to be fuph : Verily y 
5:**"^\faidi the Prophet, thou art a God that hideft thyfdf, 
. 0> God of Ifraelj the Saviour. 

God commonly doth not intend to exert. his hand 
notorioufly ; for that whereas every fpecial interpo- 
sition of his hand is in efFeft a miracle, (furmounting 
the natural power, or thwarting the ordinary courf? 
^inferior caufes,) it doth not become him to profti- 
tute his miraculous power, or to exert it otherwife 
than upon lingular pccafionsj at^d for moft weighty 
xaufes : it. is not ccmformable to tl^ tenour oi his 
adminiftrations to convince men againft their wilJ, 
ior by irrefiftible evidence to wring perfuaiion- from 
ftubborn or ftupid minds; but to exercife the, wit 
dom, and to prov^ the ingenuity t oi well difpofcd 
perfons, who upon competent intimations fhdl be 
capable to fpell out, and forward to approve his jm>r 
ceedings. 

, , 13. He will not glare forth in difcoveries fp 
bright as to dazzle, , to confound our weaklighti. 
therefore he veileth his face with^ cloud, and wiapr 
[**• '"**^4- pcth his power in fome obfcurity ; therefore clo(ud$ 
a. xviii. 1 1, and darknefs are round about him : he muketh darhtefs 
hisfecret place ; his pavilion round about him is dark' 
waters and thick clouds of thefky. 

14. He me^eth thereby to improve and exalt 
our faith, being tlie lefs feen, that he may be the 
more believed ; faith never riling higher than when 
it doth foar to objedls beyond our fight ; w^^ea wc 
can approve God's wifdom and jujQtice in occujr?nc^ 

" ' ' ' (ur- 
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furmounting our conceit ; when we can rely upon s e r m. 
God's word and help, although the ftream of his xxii. 
proceedings feemeth to crofs our hopes. '" 

15. It is fit alfo that God many times defignedly 
ihould a6t in ways furpaffing our apprehenfion, and 
apt to baffle and puzzle oiir reafon, that he may ap- 
pear God indeed, infinitely tranfcending us in per- 
fection of wifdom and juftice ; or that we, compre^ 
hending the reafon of his a6lings, may not imagine 
our wifdom comparable, our juftice commenfuratc 
to his ; yea, that we in thofe refpedls do exceed him ; 
for ^ That, as TertuUian difcourfeth, which may be 

feen, is lefs than the eyes thatfurvey it ; that which may 
be comprehended^ is lefs than the hands that -grafp it ; 
that which may be valued^ is lefs than the fenfes which 
rate it. eJt is God's being ineftimable that makes 
him worthily efteemed ; his being incomprehenfible 
rendereth him adorable. 

16. The obfcurity of Providence doth indeed con- 
ciliate an awful reverence toward it ; for darknefs na- 
turally raifeth a dread of invifible powers ; we ufe to 
go on tremblingly, when we cannot fee far about us ; 
we regard none fo much as thofe, whofe wildom we 
find to overreach ours, and whofe intentions we 
cannot found : it was Elihu's obfervation. With God ioh xxxvii. 
is terrible majefiy ; the Almighty, we cannot find him ^^"~^'^* 
out ; — men do therefore fear him. 

17. It is alfo requifite, that God Ihould difpofe 
many occurrences, crofs to our vulgar notions, and 
ofFenfive to our carnal fenfe, that we may thence be 
prompted to think of God, driven to feek him, en- 
gaged to mark him interpofing in our affairs : men 
from diforderly and furprifing accidents prepofter- 
oufly do conceive doubts about Providence, as if in 

^ Quod videii communlter, quod cotnprehendi, quod aellimari 
poted^ minus eft oculis quibus occupatur^ et manibus quibus con- 
laminatur, et fenfibus quibus invenitur. Tert. AfoL 17. 

8 Hoc eft quod Dcura aeftimari facit, dum aeftimari non capit. 
TerU 16. 

VOL. I. H h managing 
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B E R M. managing things, nothing odd, or amifs, would oc-p 
XXII. cur; whereas if no fuch events did ftart up, they 

' might be proner to queftion it, they would at leaft 

come to forget or negledt it ; for if human tranfac- 
tion$ pafTed on as do the motions of njiture, in a 
fmooth courfe, without any rub or difturbance, men 
commonly would no more think of God than they 
do when they behold the fun riling, the rivers run- 
ning, the fea flowing ; they would not depend on 
his protedlion, or have recourfe to him for fuccour : 
it is difficulty and diftrefs feizing on them, which 
compel men to implore God for relief, which difpofe 
them to fee his hand reaching it forth unto them ; 

pr. ixxviii. according to that in the Pfalm ; When hejlew thsniy 

34> is- fhen they fought him ; they returned and inquired early 
after God; they remembered that Godwas their rockyand 
the mofi high God their redeemer. Again, 

1 8. It is needful that the prefent courfe of Pro- 
vidence Ihould not be tranfparently clear and fatif- 
fadlory, that we may be well aflured concerning a 
future account, and forced in our thoughts to recur 
thither for a refolution of all fuch emergent doubts 
^nd difficulties : for if all accounts were apparendy 
itated and difcharged here ; if now right did ever 
prevail, and iniquity were fupprefled ; if virtue were 
duly crowned, and vice defervedly fcourged, who 
would hope or fear an after- reckoning ? 

This indeed is the grand caufe, why Providence 
now doth appear fo cloudy, that men confider not 
how our affairs havq no complete determination, or 
final iflue here ; things now are doing and not done; 
in a progrefs and tendency toward fomewhat beyond, 
not in a ftate of confiftence and perfeAion ; this not 
t)eing the place of deciding caufes, or difpenfing re- 
wards ; but a ftate of probation, of work, of travail, 
of combat, of running for the prize, of fowing to- 
ward the harveft ; a ftate of liberty to follow our 
own choice, and to lay the ground of our doom ; of 
falling into fin, and of rifing thence by repentance ; 

of 
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of God's exercifing patience, and exhibiting mercy : $ e r M. 
wherefore as we cannot well judge of an artificial xxii, 
work by its firft draughts, or of a poem by a fewchryf. 
fcenes, but muft ftay till all be finifhed or adled ^°"™- ^''• 
through ; fo we cannot here clearly difcern the en- ^* '^* 
tire congruity of providential difpenfations to the 
divine attributes; the cataftrophe or utmoft refolution 
of things is the general judgment, wherein the deep 
wifdom, the exaft juftice, the perfeA goodnefs ofRom.u. 7. 
God will be difplayed to the full fatisfatflion or con- 
viftion of all men ; when God's honour will be 
thoroughly vindicated, his defpifed patience and his 
abufed grace will be avenged ; every cafe will be 
rightly tried, every work will be juftly recompenfed, 
all accounts will be fet ftraight ; in the mean time 
divers things muft occur, unaccountable to us, look- 
ing upon things as they now ftand abfolutely before 
us, without reference to that day; confidering this 
may induce us to fufpend our opinion about fuch 
matters, allowing God to go through with his work 
before we cenfure it, not being fo quick and precipi- 
tate as to foreftal his judgment : and furely, would 
we but obferve that reafonable advice of St. Paul, 
Judge nothing before the time until the Lord come, our i Cor. It. 
chief doubts would be refolved, our Ihrewdeft ex-5- 
ceptions againft Providence would be voided. 

Thefe are the chief reafons of the point, which 
meditation did fuggeft; upon it (for it is not a 
point merely fpeculative, but pregnant with ufeful 
confequences) divers pradlical applications may be 
grounded, which the time fcarcely will allow me to 
name. 

1. It ihould render us modeft and fober in our 
judgment about providential occurrences, not pre- 
tending thoroughly to know the reafons of God's Eccius. iii. 
proceedings, or to define the confequences of them ; ^y^ ^^^^^ 
for it is plainly fond arrogance or profane impof- i. 
ture^ to aflume perfedl Ikill in that which pafleth 

our capacity to learn. 

2. It Ihould make us ftaunch and cautious of 

H h 2 grounding 
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1 E R M. grounding judgment or cenfure upon prefent eveilts 
XXII. about any caufe, or any perfon ; for it is notorious 

Lukexiii.i.^^rnerity to pafs fentence upon grounds uncapable 

of evidence, 
jobxi. la. 3- It Ihould reprefs wanton curiofity, which may 
sap.ix. i3.tranfport us beyond our bounds in fijeculation of 
*"*^' thefe myfterious intrigues ; fo that we fliall lofe our 
labour and time, fliall difcompofe our minds, fhall 
plunge ourfelves into vain errors or anxious doubts. 
jobxi.4. 4. It fliould keep us from conceitednefs and con- 
Pfai Vxxiii ^^^"^^ ^^^ ®^r wifdom; for how can we conceit highly 
22.]cxxix. of that, or much confide in it, which we find fo un- 
9- able to penetrate the reafon of moft common and 

obvious appearances ; fo nonpluft in its inquiries, 
fo defeated in its expectations, fo miftaken in its 
judgments of things ? 

5. It ftiould preferve us from infidelity, and from 
defpair upon account of any crofs accidents occurring 
here ; for it is unreafonable to difbelieve a notion, 
otherwife well grounded, becaufe we cannot aflbil 
fcruples or cavils drawn from matters infcrutable to 
us : it is foolifli to defpair of a good event upon ap- 
pearances, whereof we cannot apprehend the full 
reafon, or final refult. 

2 Kings XX. 6. It fliould prevent our taking offence, or being 
Matt xvi difcontented at any events rifing up before us ; for 
23. * * to be difpleafed at that, which a fuperior wifdom, 

unfearchable to us, doth order, is to be difpleafed at 
we know not what, or why, which is childifli weak- 
nefs ; to fret and wail at that, which, for all we can 
fee, proceedeth from good intention, and tendeth to 
good ifllie, is pitiful frowardnefs. 
Eccicf. viii. 7- It fliould guard us from fecurity, or from pre* 
»»• fuming upon impunity for our mifcarriages ; for 

feeing God doth not always clearly and fully difcover 
his mind, it is vain from God's refervednefs to con- 
clude his unconcerned nefs ; or becaufe he is now 
patient, that he never will be juft in chaftifing our 
oflTences. 

8. It fliould quicken our induflry in obferving 

and 
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and confidering the works of Providence ; for fince s e R M. 
they are not eafily difcernible, and the difccrning xxii, 
J; them in fome meafure is fometimes of great ufe, it ifa. xxvu 
is needful that we be very diligent in contemplation "• ^- "• 
of them ; the fainter o^r light is, the more attent 
we fhould be in looking; the knottier the fubjedl, 
the more earneft fhould be our ftudy on it, 

9. It fhould oblige us to be circumfpe<ft and wary 
in our converfation ; for the darker trie way is, the 
more careful fhould be our walking therein, left we 
err, left we ftumble, left we ftrike on fomewhat hurt- 
ful to us. 

10. It fhould engage us conftantly to feek God, Jcr. x. »a. 
and to depend on him, for the protedlion and con- 

duft of his grace, which is the only clue that can 
lead us fafely through this intricate labyrinth of 
worldly contingencies. 

11. In fine, it fhould caufe us humbly to admire P'aifJ^xYU 
and adore that wifdom, which governeth the world * **^* * ^' 
in ways no lefs great and wonderful, than juft and 

holy : for, Great and marvellous are thy works y OApocjjTf 
Lord God Almighty ; juft and true are thy ways, ^* * ** *^ 
thou King of Saints. 

Now unto the King eternal, immortal, invijihle, the 
only wife God, be honour and glory for ever and ever. 
Amen. 



END OP VOL. I. 
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